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The Coming of the Christ 

There is no truth in the Bible more important than that of our Lord’s 
return to earth. His first coming was to obtain salvation for man. The 
second coming will be to receive those who through faith and obedience 
have obtained that salvation Hebrews 9:27-28 (NASB) 27  And 
inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die once and after this comes 
judgment, 28  so Christ also, having been offered once to bear the 
sins of many, will appear a second time for salvation without 
reference to sin, to those who eagerly await Him.  

 The importance of this doctrine is seen in the attention and emphasis 
given to the second coming in the Word of God.  Dr. George Pardington 
states that the Second Coming is mentioned eight times as often as 
Christ’s first coming.  Dr. Henry Thiessen states that it is alluded to 
more than 300 times in the New Testament.  It is the entire theme of 
Second Thessalonians; and is the focus of Matthew 24 and Luke 
21.

One researcher has estimated that one-fifth of the entire New 
Testament is directly concerned with the Lord’s return. Four of Jesus' 
parables teach concerning it. One illustration of this emphasis is in the 
First Thessalonian letter. Paul concludes each chapter with a reference to 
the Lord’s return (1 Thessalonians 1:10; 2:19; 3:13; 4:15-18; 5:23). Paul 
referred to it so often that the Thessalonians concluded that the second 
coming was immediate. He wrote 2 Thessalonians to correct this 
misunderstanding. 

 One cannot read the New Testament without sensing the vital spot 
this doctrine occupied in the thinking of the early church. 

I.   THE CERTAINTY OF HIS COMING 

 A. Some doubt His return. 

Nothing is more clearly taught in the New Testament than that Christ 
will come again. This is the great expectation of all true Christians. Yet 
there are some who do not believe that He is coming again in person to 
the earth. Peter foretold that there would be such men on the earth. The 
Apostle said, 2 Peter 3:3-4 (NASB) 



3  Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with 
their mocking, following after their own lusts, 4  and saying, "Where 
is the promise of His coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all
continues just as it was from the beginning of creation." 

Because the Lord delays His coming, many have concluded that He 
will not come. The evil servant made the same erroneous conclusion to 
his everlasting sorrow in the parable which Jesus gave in Matthew 
24:45-51 (NASB) 45  "Who then is the faithful and sensible slave 
whom his master put in charge of his household to give them their 
food at the proper time? 46  "Blessed is that slave whom his master 
finds so doing when he comes. 47  "Truly I say to you that he will put 
him in charge of all his possessions. 48  "But if that evil slave says in 
his heart, 'My master is not coming for a long time,' 49  and begins to
beat his fellow slaves and eat and drink with drunkards; 50  the 
master of that slave will come on a day when he does not expect him 
and at an hour which he does not know, 51  and will cut him in pieces
and assign him a place with the hypocrites; in that place there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

In addition to those who reject Christ’s personal return there are others 
who try to explain it away. One group of religious leaders believe that as 
Christ’s gospel reaches more people that in some sense this is the 
fulfillment of His promised return. The only coming of Christ as they see 
it, is when He comes into the hearts of each individual. This is not the 
teaching of the New Testament.   The Jehovah Witnesses insists that Jesus
came in a spiritual sense in 1914.  Since its 1879 inception, Watchtower 
has preached “the End” will be soon, originally predicting it would occur 
in 1914, then 1925, and “within our twentieth century.” 
https://www.jwfacts.com/  

Jesus told the Apostles Matthew 28:19-20 (NASB)  19  "Go 
therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,  20  teaching 
them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you 
always, even to the end of the age." 

Jesus had also said, John 14:23 (NASB) 23  If anyone loves Me, he will
keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to 

https://www.jwfacts.com/


him and make Our abode with him.  Christ has been with His church 
spiritually speaking all the time. 

 B. The evidence for His coming. 

There is no lack of evidence that Jesus will come to earth again. Paul 
writes: Hebrews 10:37 (NASB) 37  for yet in a very little while, he 
who is coming will come, and will not delay. 

 The prophecy of His second coming antedates even His first advent, 
being prophesied by Daniel in the Old Testament: Daniel 7:13 (NASB) 
13  "I kept looking in the night visions, And behold, with the clouds 
of heaven One like a Son of Man was coming, And He came up to the
Ancient of Days And was presented before Him. 

 The references to it in the Old Testament are few and somewhat 
obscure. It remained for the New Testament to clarify this great event.

C. The The proof of His coming is given by the following: 

1. By Jesus Himself

 He made the promise to the disciples: Matthew 24:30 (NASB) 
30  "And then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, 

and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the 
SON OF MAN COMING ON THE CLOUDS OF THE SKY with 
power and great glory.   He told the Sanhedrin, Matthew 26:64 
(NASB) 64  you will see THE SON OF MAN SITTING AT THE 
RIGHT HAND OF POWER, and COMING ON THE CLOUDS 
OF HEAVEN."  

His best loved promise is found in John 14:3 (NASB) 3  "If I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, 
that where I am, there you may be also.  

Many years after Jesus had returned to heaven. He flashed this 
reassuring news to earth through the pen of the Apostle John, Revelation 
22:12 (NASB) 12  "Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is 
with Me, to render to every man according to what he has done.   

The very last message in the Bible is, Revelation 22:20 (NASB) 20  
He who testifies to these things says, "Yes, I am coming quickly." 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

Maranatha is an Aramaic word that means “the Lord is coming” or 



“come, O Lord.” The early church faced much persecution, and life for a 
Christian under Roman rule was not easy. The Romans required everyone
to declare that Caesar was god. The early Christians knew that there is 
only one God and one Lord—Jesus Christ—and in all good conscience 
they could not call Caesar “Lord,” so the Romans looked upon them as 
traitors, persecuted them, and put them to death.  Living under those 
adverse conditions, the believers’ morale was lifted by the hope of the 
coming of the Lord. “Maranatha!” became the common greeting of the 
oppressed believers, replacing the Jewish greeting shalom (“peace”).

Jesus said, Matthew 24:35 (NASB) 35  "Heaven and earth will 
pass away, but My words will not pass away. 

Jesus said He would come again. We can be sure that Christ will keep 
His word. 

2. The Testimony of Angels.

As the Apostles stood on the Mount of Olives watching their beloved 
Lord ascend into heaven, suddenly they were startled by the appearance 
of two men—evidently angels—in white apparel, who said, Acts 1:11 
(NASB) 11  "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into the sky? 
This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come 
in just the same way as you have watched Him go into heaven."  

The scriptures tell us that the angels will accompany Him on His 
return. (cf. Luke 16:19-31; Hebrews 1:14)  Certainly angels should know 
about it and their testimony is trustworthy. 

3. The Testimony of the Apostles.

The Apostle Peter is very emphatic as to the Lord’s return as he refutes
those who deny it. 2 Peter 3:1-14 (NASB) 1  This is now, beloved, the 
second letter I am writing to you in which I am stirring up your 
sincere mind by way of reminder, 2  that you should remember the 
words spoken beforehand by the holy prophets and the 
commandment of the Lord and Savior spoken by your apostles. 3  
Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with 
their mocking, following after their own lusts, 4  and saying, "Where 
is the promise of His coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all
continues just as it was from the beginning of creation." 5  For when 



they maintain this, it escapes their notice that by the word of God the
heavens existed long ago and the earth was formed out of water and 
by water, 6  through which the world at that time was destroyed, 
being flooded with water. 7  But by His word the present heavens and
earth are being reserved for fire, kept for the day of judgment and 
destruction of ungodly men. 8  But do not let this one fact escape 
your notice, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand 
years, and a thousand years like one day. 9  The Lord is not slow 
about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward 
you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance. 
10  But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the 
heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be 
destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be 
burned up. 11  Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, 
what sort of people ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, 12 
looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of 
which the heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the elements 
will melt with intense heat! 13  But according to His promise we are 
looking for new heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness 
dwells. 14  Therefore, beloved, since you look for these things, be 
diligent to be found by Him in peace, spotless and blameless, 

Peter tells us that the Lord is not slack concerning His promise to 
return but is long suffering, not wishing that any should perish but that all 
should come to repentance.  (v. 9) Then he says, “But the day of the Lord 
will come as a thief; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great
noise, and the elements shall be dissolved with fervent heat, and the earth 
and the works that are therein shall be burned up” (v. 10)  (cf. Acts 3:19-
21; 1 Peter 1:8-13; 4:12, 18; 5:4). 

 John adds his voice to the many witnesses to Christ’s return by saying,
Revelation 1:7 (NASB) 7  BEHOLD, HE IS COMING WITH THE 
CLOUDS, and every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him; 
and all the tribes of the earth will mourn over Him. So it is to be. 
Amen. 

 John further exhorts the Christians 1 John 2:28 (NASB) 28  Now, 
little children, abide in Him, so that when He appears, we may have 
confidence and not shrink away from Him in shame at His coming.  



John also reveals this wonderful thought when he says, 1 John 3:2 
(NASB) 2  Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not 
appeared as yet what we will be. We know that when He appears, we
will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is. 

The Apostle Paul, more than the other Apostles, taught and rejoiced in 
the fact of the Loyd’s return. The glorious appearing of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, was the blessed hope toward which Paul ever directed the minds 
of his readers. (Titus 2:13)  

Paul declares 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 (NASB) 1  Now as to the times
and the epochs, brethren, you have no need of anything to be written 
to you. 2  For you yourselves know full well that the day of the Lord 
will come just like a thief in the night. 3  While they are saying, 
"Peace and safety!" then destruction will come upon them suddenly 
like labor pains upon a woman with child, and they will not escape. 4 
But you, brethren, are not in darkness, that the day would overtake 
you like a thief; 5  for you are all sons of light and sons of day. We are 
not of night nor of darkness; 6  so then let us not sleep as others do, 
but let us be alert and sober. 7  For those who sleep do their sleeping 
at night, and those who get drunk get drunk at night. 8  But since we 
are of the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith 
and love, and as a helmet, the hope of salvation. 9  For God has not 
destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, 10  who died for us, so that whether we are awake or 
asleep, we will live together with Him. 11  Therefore encourage one 
another and build up one another, just as you also are doing. 

 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 (NASB) 13  But we do not want you to be
uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep, so that you will 
not grieve as do the rest who have no hope.  14  For if we believe that 
Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those 
who have fallen asleep in Jesus. 15  For this we say to you by the 
word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming 
of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16  For the
Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice 
of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ
will rise first. 17  Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so 
we shall always be with the Lord. 18  Therefore comfort one another 



with these words.  “As it is appointed unto men once to die, but after 
this the judgment: so Christ was once offered to bear the sins of 
many; and unto them that look for Him shall He appear the second 
time without sin unto salvation”

(See Hebrews 9:27-28 above; cf. Acts 17:30-31; Romans 2:16; 8:16-
25; 18:11; I Cor. 1:7; 4:5; 11:26; 15:23, 50-52; Philippines 2:16; 3:20; 
Col. 3 :l-4 ; 1 Thessalonians1:9-10; 2:19; 8:11-18; 2 Thessalonians 1:7-
12; 2:1-10; 2 Timothy 4:0- 8; Titus 2:13; Revelation 6:12-17; 14:14-15; 
16:15-21; 20:7-15). 

4. Proof from Type.

God filled the Old Testament with shadows or dim reflections of 
events and institutions that would appear in the New Testament. These 
foreshadowings are called types. Many of these types are to be found in 
the Tabernacle.  Aaron, the first High Priest of the Tabernacle, was a type 
of Christ, who is our High Priest (Hebrews 4:14). Once a year on the Day 
of Atonement, Aaron would enter the Holy of Holies with the blood of 
animals, to make atonement for the sins of Israel. Following this he would
come back to the people and pronounce a blessing upon them with the 
assurance that their sins had been taken away by the atonement made on 
the Mercy Seat.   Numbers 6:22-26 (NASB) 22  Then the LORD 
spoke to Moses, saying, 23  "Speak to Aaron and to his sons, saying, 
'Thus you shall bless the sons of Israel. You shall say to them: 24  The
LORD bless you, and keep you; 25  The LORD make His face shine 
on you, And be gracious to you; 26  The LORD lift up His 
countenance on you, And give you peace.'  

 Our great High Priest did not make an atonement for us upon a Mercy
Seat here on earth.  Hebrews 9:24 (NASB) 24  For Christ did not enter
a holy place made with hands, a mere copy of the true one, but into 
heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us;  

Christ having offered Himself as a sacrifice to put away sin. now waits
for His second return to earth to redeem those who are His. The Hebrew 
writer states it like this, Hebrews 9:28 (NASB) 28  so Christ also, 
having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a 
second time for salvation without reference to sin, to those who 
eagerly await Him. 

Since Christ has fulfilled the first part of this type, we are certain He 



will complete the second part. 

5. The Witness of the Lord’s Supper.

We normally think of the Lord's Supper as pointing back to Calvary. 
like the cross, the Lord's Supper also points in two directions. It is God’s 
signpost pointing back to Calvary and forward to His return. Paul told the 
Corinthians, 1 Corinthians 11:26 (NASB) 26  For as often as you eat 
this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until He
comes. Each Lord’s day, as the Christian meditates on Calvary and the 
love of God as seen in the sacrifice of Christ, he should also look forward 
to his complete redemption when Christ comes again. 

Each week the saints of God should remind themselves that they are 
one week nearer the Lord’s return. This should be a joy and a strength to 
keep them faithful to the end. This thought should also awaken one to the 
brevity of time and the need for earnest effort in saving lost souls. 

 With all this assurance that Jesus will come again, we can rest our 
souls with the Apostle Peter who said,  2 Peter 1:16 (NASB) 16  For we 
did not follow cleverly devised tales when we made known to you the 
power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were 
eyewitnesses of His majesty. 

And heed his further advice when he says, 1 Peter 1:13 (NASB) 13  
Therefore, prepare your minds for action, keep sober in spirit, fix 
your hope completely on the grace to be brought to you at the 
revelation of Jesus Christ.  

II.  THE MANNER OF HIS COMING. 

 The scripture also gives much detail as to the manner of the Lord’s 
return. Here are a few descriptions of His coming. 

 A. Visibly. 

The angels told the Apostles Acts 1:11 (NASB) 11  "Men of Galilee, 
why do you stand looking into the sky? This Jesus, who has been 
taken up from you into heaven, will come in just the same way as you
have watched Him go into heaven."

They had been standing on the Mount of Olives talking to Him. As He



lifted up His hands to bless them, His feet lifted from the ground and He 
began to ascend toward Heaven. As He moved upward, a bright cloud 
received Him out of their sight (Luke 24:50, 61; Acts 1:9). The Apostles 
were talking to Him, and they saw Him depart and go toward Heaven. 
They continued to look as long as they could catch a glimpse of Him. The
scripture says that He will come again in like manner: . Revelation 1:7 
(NASB) 7  BEHOLD, HE IS COMING WITH THE CLOUDS, and 
every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all the 
tribes of the earth will mourn over Him. So it is to be. Amen. 

 One will not need to guess about His coming. Jesus said it would be 
Matthew 24:27 (NASB) 27  "For just as the lightning comes from the
east and flashes even to the west, so will the coming of the Son of 
Man be. 

Those living on earth will see Him! 

 B. With the Clouds. 

Clouds have always had a special place in God's redemptive work. 
God came down on Mount Sinai in a cloud (Exodus 24:16). He also 
came down on the Mount of Transfiguration in a cloud (Matthew 17:5). 
Israel was led through the wilderness with a cloud by day and a pillar of 
fire by night (Exodus 13:21). Psalms 104:3 speaks of God who “makes 
the clouds his chariot." 

Jesus left in a cloud. He will return on one. Matthew 24:30 (NASB) 
30  they will see the SON OF MAN COMING ON THE 

CLOUDS OF THE SKY with power and great glory. 
 The clouds should be a silent reminder that Jesus is coming again. 

C. In Glory with the Angels.

When Jesus comes again it will be the triumphant march of a 
conquering king. Matthew 25:31 (NASB) 31  "But when the Son of 
Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with Him, then He will sit 
on His glorious throne. 

1 Thessalonians 4:16 (NASB) 16  For the Lord Himself will 
descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel 
and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 

 2 Thessalonians 1:7 (NASB) 7  ...the Lord Jesus will be revealed 



from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire, 
Jesus came the first time as a babe in Bethlehem. He came quietly and 

unobserved by most of the earth. The second time will be as a king and all
the earth will know it. The first time He came in humility, the second time
will be glorious. He will be accompanied by the hosts of heaven.  

 Paul tells us that Jesus will descend from heaven with a “shout,” 
which is the Greek word “Keleusma.”  In classical Greek this commonly 
used noun can denote “the “command” of a general to his soldiers, the 
“loud shout” of a charioteer to his horses, or any kind of “signal” given 
for specific purposes (cf. Liddell-Scott).  This is the only place in the NT 
where Keleusma. is used.

Paul also says there will be the “the voice of the archangel” which 
signals the dead and the dead in Christ will rise first.  Paul states that 
Christ’s coming will be heralded by the trumpet of God.  Paul explains 
this in 1 Corinthians 15:52 (NASB) 52  in a moment, in the twinkling 
of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the 
dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 

1 Thessalonians 4:17 (NASB) 17  Then we who are alive and 
remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the
Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord. 

D. In Convulsions of Physical Nature.

The earth itself shall respond to the coming of its creator. Jesus said, 
Matthew 24:29 (NASB) 29  "But immediately after the tribulation of 
those days THE SUN WILL BE DARKENED, AND THE MOON 
WILL NOT GIVE ITS LIGHT, AND THE STARS WILL FALL 
from the sky, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 

Romans 8:19-22, describes nature as longing for the time when it will 
be set free from its bondage to decay and enjoy a new freedom. 

The Apostle Peter describes these events this way: 2 Peter 3:10-13 
(NASB) 10  But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which 
the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be 
destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be 
burned up. 11  Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, 
what sort of people ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, 12 
looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of 
which the heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the elements 



will melt with intense heat! 13  But according to His promise we are 
looking for new heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness 
dwells. 

III.  THE TIME OF HIS COMING 

In the late 1950’s, a special assistant to the Postmaster General, in 
Washington, D.C., received a call asking that a commemorative stamp be 
issued for the second coming of Christ. He was dumbfounded by the 
unusual request. However, he answered: “If you will tell me the exact 
time and place. I’ll be ready with the issue.” The caller hung up.

 When the newspapers published this incident, the post office 
department received a dozen letters from readers saying they knew the 
exact time and place. However, the stamp was never issued because the 
dates ranged from July 1961 to the year 2061! 

The Christians in Thessalonica were so sure that He would come in 
their lifetime, that some seem to have quit work.  2 Thessalonians 3:10-
13 (NASB) 10  For even when we were with you, we used to give you 
this order: if anyone is not willing to work, then he is not to eat, 
either. 11  For we hear that some among you are leading an 
undisciplined life, doing no work at all, but acting like busybodies. 12 
Now such persons we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ 
to work in quiet fashion and eat their own bread. 13  But as for you, 
brethren, do not grow weary of doing good. 

William Miller, in 1833 had the belief that the Second Advent of Jesus 
Christ would occur in roughly the year 1843–1844. Coming during the 
Second Great Awakening, his beliefs, taken as predictions, spread widely, 
and were believed by many, thus starting the religious movement known 
as Millerism.  After his proclamation of the Second Coming did not occur
as expected in the 1840s, new heirs of his message emerged, including the
Advent Christians (1860), the Seventh-day Adventists (1863) and other 
Adventist movements. 

Charles Taze Russell, or Pastor Russel was strongly influenced by the 
writings of Millerite Adventist ministers George Storrs and George 
Stetson, and was convinced that the invisible, spiritual return of Christ 
would happen in 1878.  When he died, his ministry was carried on by  
Joseph Rutherford, and the movement became known as Jehovah's 
Witnesses.  The Jehovah Witnesses predicted Christ's Second Coming 



would occur in 1914.  Herbert Armstrong said it would happen in 1975.  
Edgar Whisenant predicted September 12, 1988.  Harold Camping 
predicted 1994, then 2011.

These and all other predictions have invariably proven to be wrong.
The Bible is very clear as to the certainty of His return, but the 

Godhead has not revealed the time and place.
Mark 13:32 (NASB) 32  "But of that day or hour no one knows, 

not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone. 
Jesus told the Apostles in Acts 1:7 (GW) 7  Jesus told them, “You 

don't need to know about times or periods that the Father has 
determined by his own authority. 

All that we need to know is how to be ready for the Lord’s return.

IV.  The Christian’s Response to His Coming.

It is obvious that if one believes this doctrine, it will have a powerful 
effect on his life and thinking.  The reason why so many profess to 
believe it but have not changed the way they think and act is the reality 
has not sunk in.

The Bible teaches that the Christian who really believes this doctrine 
will be blessed in many ways.  Here are a few of the blessings:

A. Separation from the world.

Titus 2:11-13 (GW) 11  After all, God's saving kindness has 
appeared for the benefit of all people. 12  It trains us to avoid 
ungodly lives filled with worldly desires so that we can live self-
controlled, moral, and godly lives in this present world. 13  At the 
same time we can expect what we hope for—the appearance of the 
glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ.  

The Apostle Peter makes the same application in 2 Peter 3:11 
(NASB) 11  Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, 
what sort of people ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness,  
And, the Apostle John says almost the same thing, 1 John 2:15-17 
(NASB) 15  Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If 
anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16  For 



all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and
the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the 
world. 17  The world is passing away, and also its lusts; but the one 
who does the will of God lives forever. 

If we truly believe that this earth is going to be destroyed, a logical 
response is not to cling to that which God has consigned to destruction.  
Wouldn’t a prudent person steer clear of a condemned building.  God’s 
saints must make the decision to dissociate from the sinful world that has 
been condemned by God.

B.   A Personal Holiness. 

John reasons along a basic principle when he says, 1 John 3:2-3 
(NASB) 

2  Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared 
as yet what we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be 
like Him, because we will see Him just as He is. 3  And everyone who 
has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure. 

The expectancy of Christ’s return is the motivation for all phases oi 
Christian living. Here are a few: 

(a) Sincerity. Paul prays Philippians 1:10-11 (NASB) 10  so that 
you may approve the things that are excellent, in order to be sincere 
and blameless until the day of Christ; 11  having been filled with the 
fruit of righteousness which comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory 
and praise of God. 

(b) Sobriety. Paul reminds the Thessalonians that “the day of the Lord
so comes as a thief in the night.” therefore 1 Thessalonians 5:6 (NASB) 

6  so then let us not sleep as others do, but let us be alert and 
sober.  What horror to be found in such a state at His coming I The 
Christian watching for his Lord will be sober. 

(c) Unselfishness (gentleness, forbearance). Paul exhorts the 
Philippians 4:5 (NASB) 5  Let your gentle spirit be known to all men.
The Lord is near.

(d) Patience. The Apostle says, Colossians 3:12 (NASB) 12  So, as 
those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart
of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience; This 
patience is a stedfastness, an enduring to the end, waiting for His coming.



(e) Faithfulness. Galatians 5:22 (NASB) 22  But the fruit of the 
Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,

(d) Watchfulness. At least 50 times the New Testament calls upon the 
church to “watch” for the Lord’s return. Matthew 24:42; Matthew 25:18; 
Mark 13:87). Peter echoes his Lord’s words when he insists that the 
Christian should always be 2 Peter 3:12-13 (NASB) 12  looking for and
hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the 
heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the elements will melt 
with intense heat! 13  But according to His promise we are looking 
for new heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells. 

Watchfulness on the part of a Christian indicates faith. He believes his 
Lord is coming. Therefore he is watching and waiting. Watchfulness 
indicates a desire for His coming. We are urged to earnestly be Titus 
2:13-14 (NASB) 13  looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of
the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus, 14  who gave 
Himself for us to redeem us from every lawless deed, and to purify 
for Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds.  
This anticipation of deliverance gives courage and stedfastness as we 
fight “the good fight of faith." 

Alexander Maclaren asks, “If professing Christians lived with the great
white throne and the heavens and the earth fleeing away before Him that 
sits on it, ever burning before their inward eye, how could they wallow 
amid the mire of animal indulgence?' 

(e)  Working. Paul, in urging Timothy to preach the word faithfully 
and fully (2 Timothy 4:1,2).  In the parable of the talents, which Jesus 
gave in Matthew 25, the motive for using the talents was that the Lord 
would return and demand a reckoning. When we stand before the judge 
of the universe we will want to hear Him say, "Well done.” We have no 
promise that He will say "well done” unless we have done well. 

 Christians in every generation have looked for and expected Jesus to 
come in their lifetime. This is as it should be. The anticipation of His 
coming moves the Christian to live righteously, watch faithfully and work
diligently. One day Christ assuredly will come. We must be ready. 

Some golden daybreak, Jesus will come; 
Some golden daybreak—battles all won; 

He’ll shout the victory—break through the blue; 



Some golden daybreak—for me, for you. 

Questions 

True or False

____ 1.  Very little is said in the New Testament about the second coming.

____ 2. The Bible says Jesus will come like a thief (unexpectedly). 

____ 3. Christ will be alone when He comer this time. 

____ 4. The righteous dead will be raised at Jesus' coming. 

____ 5. Jesus said that no one but He and the Father knew the time of His 
return. 

____ 6. Man has not been foolish enough to set a date for Christ’s return.

____ 7. Jesus’ return will be a spiritual coming, not a visible one. 

____ 8. Peter prophesied that many would deny that Christ would come 
again. 

____ 9. The clouds are said to be God’s chariot.

____ 10. There is no need to watch for Christ’s return since we do not 
know when it will be. 

Complete

 1. List three (3) major responses that belief in the second coming 
motivates, 

a. __________________________________________________

b.  __________________________________________________

c.  __________________________________________________



2. What Christian characteristics should the second coming inspire?

 

3. List three (3) testimonies to the fact of Christ's return.

a. __________________________________________________

b.  __________________________________________________

4. What will be the manner of His coming?

 Bibliography

Blakely, Fred O., The Apostles Doctrine, Vol. I, II, (Highland, Indiana).
Brents, T. W., Gospel Sermons. (Nashville: Gospel Advocate Co.). Δ
Campbell, Alexander, The Christian System. (Cincinnati: Standard 
Publishing Company).  Δ
Cottrell, Jack. The Faith Once For All: Bible Doctrine for Today. 
(College Press) 
Pardington, George. Outline Studies in Christian Doctrine. New York, 
NY: Christian Alliance.  Δ 
Snowden, James H. . The Coming of the Lord: Will It Be Premillenial.
(New York. MacMillan Co.)   Δ
Thiessen, Henry C. Lectures in Systematic Theology. Grand Rapids, MI:
Eerdmans.  Δ

 Δ = Downloadable from www.OrcuttChristian.Org  

http://www.OrcuttChristian.Org/


We will be covering several topics in this study.  Use these 
pages for your notes.


