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The Resurrection of Christ 

I. Introduction 

Dr. Frederick Edward Marsh (1858-1931) writes:

"The resurrection of Christ is the heart of Christianity, that which 
makes it pulsate with the life of God. It is. the keystone to the arch 
of Truth, which holds all the faith of the Gospel together. It is the 
foundation of the church. It is the mainspring of Christian activity. 
It is the link which unites all believers."

The Resurrection of Christ: Fact or Fiction. 1901.  Download from the
church website: http://www.orcuttchristian.org/page31.html 

However, some do not believe the dead are raised. 
For example: Judaism does not believe that Jesus rose from the grave. 
Some Jews do believe in a resurrection of the dead. Their belief is based 
on Scriptures such as Daniel 12:2; Isaiah 26:19; Job 19:25-27, which 
seem to refer to a resurrection. Jesus pointed out to the Sadducees that 
Exodus 3:5,6 teaches a resurrection (Matthew 22:31-32). But  they reject 
the strongest proof for it — the resurrection of  Jesus. 

Buddhism does not believe in a bodily resurrection from the dead. Their 
main concern is about life here and now, and how to live it. 

Islam believes in a resurrection, but not on the basis of Jesus' resurrection.
They do not believe in Jesus' death, much less His resurrection. 

Some pagan religions believe in a life after death, but it is a survival of 
the spirit, not of the body They deny any bodily resurrection like the New 
Testament teaches. 

Even some so-called Christians deny the bodily resurrection of Jesus. 

Paul, however, declares that belief in Jesus' resurrection is a requirement 
for being saved, for being a Christian! (Romans 10:9). Belief in Jesus' 
resurrection is a distinctive Christian belief. 

http://www.orcuttchristian.org/page31.html


II. The Resurrection of Christ Was Predicted

A. By the Old Testament prophets.

As Peter pointed out on Pentecost, Psalms 16:8-11 is the clearest 
prediction of  Jesus' resurrection. Peter quotes it in Acts 2:25-28 and 
explains that David is not talking of himself because David had died and 
his tomb was still there in Jerusalem (Acts 2:29). Psalms 16 speaks of 
the Messiah, David's promised descendant. 

David prophesied that Jesus' soul would not be left in Hades, the abode of
the dead, nor would His body undergo decay, which means that Jesus' 
soul and body would be raised again to life (Psalms. 16:8-11). 

While preaching in the synagogue at Antioch, Paul quotes both Psalms 2 
and Psalms 16 as predicting Jesus' resurrection (Acts 13:32-38). These 
were written about one thousand years before the event occurred. 

B. Jesus predicted His own resurrection. 

Jesus Himself  never predicted His death without adding that He would 
rise, and described His coming resurrection as a 'sign' [i.e., an attesting 
miracle].

The first reference to His resurrection was given in a veiled statement 
calling His body a temple that, if destroyed, would be raised up (John 
2:18-22). After He was raised, the disciples understood His meaning 
(John 2:22). 

In Matthew 12:38-40, when the Jews asked for a "sign" of who He was. 
He said that the only sign He would give was the "sign of the prophet 
Jonah." "For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of a 
huge fish, so the Son of Man will be three days and three nights in the 
heart of the earth" (Matthew 12:39-40, NIV). 

It is significant that Jesus staked the future of the gospel and His church 



upon the fulfillment of His prediction regarding His resurrection! It was 
also the one great sign of  Who He was (Romans 1:4). He did this 
because the resurrection of Christ is not peripheral, but central to our faith.
It is not secondary, but primary.  Everything depends on the resurrection.  
Jesus would agree! 

After the apostles made the Good Confession at Caesarea Philippi 
(Matthew 16:16), Jesus began to speak more clearly and more often of 
His coming death and resurrection (see Matthew 16:21; 17:9,22-23; 
20:18,19; 26:32; 27:63). 
Two reasons can be cited for this: 
1) He must prepare them for this momentous event.
2) After two years spent with Him, they are better able to understand and 
cope with this shocking revelation.
Of course they still did not fully understand about the resurrection until it 
happened (see Mark 9:31-32; Mark 16:9-13; John 20:8-9). 

III. The Evidence for Christ's Resurrection 

Christianity is an historic faith, based on facts or events which took p lace 
in time and space — events that could be examined by those living at the 
time they occurred (1 Corinthians 15:6). 

Luke states that Jesus Acts 1:3 (NASB) 3  presented Himself alive after 
His suffering, by many convincing proofs, appearing to them over a 
period of forty days.  God was not content to give just a few, but gave the 
apostles many convincing, persuasive proofs that Jesus was ALIVE! 

The resurrection of Christ involves four basic factors which the world 
must consider if they are to know the truth about Jesus. 

1) There was a person on this earth during the first century of our 
era named Jesus of Nazareth. 

2) This person died on a cross during the time that Pontius Pilate 
ruled Palestine. 
The Roman soldiers who executed Him said He was dead. Pilate 



officially declared Him dead and released Him to be buried (Mark 15:42-
45). 

3) Jesus' body was taken from the cross and placed in Joseph's new 
tomb on Friday evening (Matthew 27:59-60). 

4) On Sunday morning the tomb was empty! (Luke 24:1-6). 

This study will examine four evidences of the resurrection. 

A. The tomb was empty. 

1. This fact was confirmed by: 

a. Mary Magdalene who was the first to visit the tomb (John 20:2, 11-13) 
b. The women who brought spices (Luke 23:55- 56; 24:1-3) 
c. Peter and John (John 20:3-9) 
d. The angel at the tomb (Luke 24:4-9; Matthew 28:5-7) 
The clear statement of the angel was "He is not here, for He has risen, 
just as He said. Come, see the place where He was lying" (Matthew 28 : 
6 NASB). 

2. No one denied that the tomb was empty. 

The actions of His enemies proved they believed it was. The guard at the 
tomb stood like dead men and then fled the scene. The descent of the 
angel, the removal of the stone, etc., must have been terrifying to paralyze
them with such fear (Matthew 28:4,11). 

The Jewish leaders were so convinced by the guard's report that they 
made no investigation to determine its truth. Rather, they gave them much
money to tell the lie that the disciples stole the body while they slept 
(Matthew 28:11-15) — an obvious admission that they believed the tomb
to be empty! 

No one in New Testament times denied the tomb was empty. Nor has 
anyone since that time denied it was. What they have done is to create 
theories to try to explain away the empty tomb. 



3. Theory — The disciples stole the body of Jesus. These false 
explanations have taken various forms. Some speculate that Joseph of 
Arimathea removed the body. Or that the Roman or Jewish authorities 
had it removed. There is absolutely no evidence to support these theories 
in the New Testament. 

Perhaps the most persistent theory is the one the Jews used to cover their 
embarrassment at having lost the body. That is: "His disciples came by 
night and stole Him away while we were asleep" (Matthew 28:13). 

The weakness of this theory is obvious. 
Question: How did the guard know the disciples stole the body if they 
were asleep? Also, at this time, the disciples did not believe that He would
rise again. See John 20:9; Mark 16:11. So why steal the body? What 
would be the motive for it? 

A final thought: The disciples could not have stolen the body even if 
they had wanted to. The Roman guard would have prevented it. The 
disciples were not trained to fight; they were fishermen, tax collectors, etc.
These trained, hardened soldiers would have slaughtered them. There is 
no evidence whatsoever for this theory. 

The tomb was empty — There are only two alternatives: Either His 
body was taken from the grave by human hands or else by superhuman 
power! The evidence points clearly to the latter! 

Let us repeat: No one denied that the tomb was empty. The silence of 
Christ's enemies is as eloquent a proof of the resurrection as the apostles' 
witness.  He is risen, as Jesus foretold He would be (Mark 9:31). 

The tomb in the garden is empty today, 
The guards in confusion have fled; 

An angel from Heaven the stone rolled away 
And Jesus no longer is dead. 

Sing Hallelujah, for Jesus is living 
Death has been vanquished, so no longer grieve; 



Sing Hallelujah, for Jesus is giving 
Life unto all who His grace will receive. 

B.  The graveclothes were undisturbed. 

The same Gospels that tell us that Christ's body was gone tell us that the 
graveclothes had not gone. John's gospel emphasizes this. 

1. When Mary Magdalene returned from the tomb and told Peter that the 
body of Jesus was missing, he and John ran to the tomb to investigate. 
After Peter enters the tomb, then John also goes in. He writes, "Then 
entered in therefore the other disciple also, who had first come to the 
tomb, and he saw and believed" (John 20:8, NASB). 

What did John see that caused him to believe? The story suggests that it 
was the graveclothes, but not just the clothes, but the way they were lying 
that convinced him (John 20:6-8). What did John see? 

He says that he beheld "the linen wrappings lying there, and the face-
cloth, which had been on His head, not lying with the linen wrappings, 
but rolled up in a place by itself" (John 20:6-7, NASB). 

Let us notice three facts, 

a) The clothes were there. 

If a thief had taken the body, he would have seized it and fled. What 
possible reason would a thief have had for removing and leaving the 
clothes? These graveclothes were complicated and difficult to remove. 

According to Jewish custom the body was usually washed and 
straightened and bandaged tightly from the armpits to the ankles in strips 
of linen cloth about a foot wide. Aromatic spices, often of gummy 
consistency, were placed between the wrappings or folds. They served 
partially as a preservative and partially as a cement to glue the cloth 
wrappings into a solid covering. When the body was thus encased, a 
square piece of cloth was wrapped around the head and tied under the 



chin to keep the lower jaw from sagging.
 
b) They were undisturbed. 

John writes that the linen wrappings that had been around the body were 
lying in one place. But the cloth that was around the head was in another 
place with some space between. The idea seems to be that they were in 
the same position they had been on Jesus' body except the body was 
gone. It was as though His body had passed through the clothes, as it was 
later to pass through doors, leaving them undisturbed (John 20:19,26). 
Once the body, which was the support, was removed, the graveclothes 
just collapsed where they lay. The graveclothes were heavy — about 100 
pounds of spices had been used (John 19:39 NASB). 

c) It seems clear that the graveclothes were left as a witness to the 
resurrection. 

The way they were lying and the words of the angel suggest that. The 
angel told the women, Matthew 28:6 (NASB) 6  "He is not here, for He 
has risen, just as He said. Come, see the place where He was lying.  They
had been neither touched nor folded nor manipulated by any human 
being. They were like a discarded chrysalis, from which the butterfly has 
emerged.  The angel asked the women to look at the empty tomb and be 
convinced that the Lord was risen (Matthew 28:6; Mark 16:6). They 
surely saw the clothes and were impressed as Peter was (Luke 24:12) and 
like John was when "He saw [them] ... and believed" (John 20:8). 

C. The Lord was seen
 
He appeared many times in many places.  One of the strongest evidences 
for the resurrection is the appearances of Jesus after He was raised. This 
was the definite plan of God, Peter said. Acts 10:40 (NASB) 40  "God 
raised Him up on the third day and granted that He become visible, 

1. Eye-witness evidence of Jesus. 

The main responsibility of the apostles was to present evidence that 
proved Jesus to be the Messiah, the Son of God. They were empowered 
to do this by the Holy Spirit. Jesus said, Acts 1:8 (NASB) 8  but you will 



receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be 
My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even 
to the remotest part of the earth." 

 Paul implies that the resurrection was the supreme proof of His identity. 
He says that Jesus was declared Romans 1:4 (NASB) 4  who was 
declared the Son of God with power by the resurrection from the dead, 
according to the Spirit of holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

This is why it was necessary for an apostle to have seen the Lord after His
resurrection (Acts 1:22; 1 Corinthians 9:1). This enabled him to give eye-
witness testimony concerning Jesus; firsthand, not secondhand testimony,
and not hearsay evidence. Peter said, "God has raised this Jesus to life, 
and we are all witnesses of the fact!" (Acts 2:32, N1V; cf. Acts 3:15; 4:33;
5:31; 1 Peter 5:1; Luke 24:48; 1 Corinthians 9:1; Acts 13:30-31). 

Peter called the witnesses "chosen," selected by God (Acts 10:40-41). 
Why appear to selected people? It is obvious that God chose the ones 
who knew Him the best, not casual acquaintances. If the police want to 
identify a body, they look for someone who knew the person intimately. 
They can better identify the dead person. Less likely to be deceived. God 
wanted the best witnesses to identify the risen Christ! 

2. The number and nature of the appearances. 

Usually the number is set at ten or eleven, plus Paul. The appearances 
seem to have been in this order: 
To Mary Magdalene, John 20:14: Mark 16:9 
To the women returning from the sepulcher, Matthew 28:9 
To Peter, Luke 24:34; 1 Corinthians 15:5 
To two disciples on the way to Emmaus, Luke 24:13-33 
To ten apostles, Thomas absent, Luke 24:36-43; John 20:19-24 
To eleven apostles, Thomas present, John 20:26-29 
To seven apostles by the Sea of Galilee, John 21:1-23 
To 500 Plus, I Corinthians 15:6 
To James, 1 Corinthians 15:7 
To the eleven apostles in Galilee, Matthew 28:16-20. 
To the apostles at the ascension, Acts 1:3-12 



To Paul, Acts 9:3-6; I Corinthians 15:8 

3. The times and purposes of His appearances. 

a. Times.

Jesus appeared to the apostles/disciples for a period of 40 days (Acts 1:3). 
He was seen at all hours of the day: early morning at the Sea of Galilee 
(John 21:1-4); mid-morning in Joseph's garden (John 13:10-18); evening 
on the road to Emmaus (Luke 24:13- 34); and night in a closed room with
the disciples (John 20:19; Luke 24:33). 

b. Purposes. 

The main purpose was to convince His disciples that He was alive, which 
was the supreme proof that He was the Messiah, the Son of God (Romans
1:4; Matthew 12:38-40). All His appearances had definite objectives. 
Whether Jesus wanted to reclaim Peter, dispel Thomas's doubts, dry 
Mary's tears, or give extensive teaching to the Eleven, He made each 
occasion purposeful. 

Luke describes His 40-day ministry like this: Acts 1:3 (NASB) 
3  To these He also presented Himself alive after His suffering, by many 
convincing proofs, appearing to them over a period of forty days and 
speaking of the things concerning the kingdom of God.  Jesus never 
revealed Himself just to shock or surprise or to evoke amazement or 
applause. They were not fleeting appearances, but "prolonged 
interviews." They were teaching sessions concerning the Kingdom of 
God — no doubt designed to prepare the apostles to establish and lead 
His church. The teaching of Thomas may be typical of His appearances 
(John 20:26-29). 

Very likely Jesus instructed the apostles to select a successor to Judas as 
we see in Acts 1:15-26. He had much to tell them. It was a busy forty 
days for our Lord. 

4. False explanations of the appearances. 



In an effort to refute the resurrection, skeptics have devised theories to 
explain away the evidence of the appearances. They submit that they 
were: 
a) the inventions of the disciples or 
b) hallucinations. 

a. The appearances — invented by the disciples. 

Bible scholars show that they could not be invented. First, the narratives 
are too simple, artless, and natural to be contrived. They lack the strained, 
exaggerated, unnatural character of most false or invented stories. They 
are graphic and contain detail touches that suggest eyewitness accounts. 
The stories of the race to the tomb and of  the walk to Emmaus are too 
vivid and real to have been invented.   

An invented story would have eliminated, or at least watered down, the 
doubts and fears of the apostles.  The Gospels do neither. They reveal 
clearly the struggle they had to believe that Jesus was alive. This theory 
calls into question either the integrity or the intelligence of the apostles, or 
both. 

b. Appearances — hallucinations of the disciples. 

The appearances were not hallucinations either.  Hallucinations are 
comparably rare.  A hallucination is the 'apparent perception of an 
external object when no such object is present.   They tend to see things 
and hear voices that others do not see or hear.  They’re usually caused by 
drugs or bodily deprivation. Chances are, you don’t know anybody who’s
ever had a hallucination not caused by one of those two things.  Normally,
the hallucination is a climax to a period of extreme wishful thinking. They
believe they are going to see something, and they greatly desire to see it. 

This characteristic is entirely missing from the lives of the apostles. The 
apostles neither believed in a resurrection nor expected one. For example, 
John says when he and Peter ran to the tomb, "they did not understand 
the Scripture, that He must rise again from the dead" (John 20:9, NASB). 
When Mary Magdalene reported that He was alive, "They refused to 
believe it" (Mark 16:11, NASB). 



When the women gave the same message, their "words seemed to them 
like nonsense" (Luke 24:11, NIV). 

The apostles were not guilty of wishful thinking, naive credulity, or blind 
acceptance. They were cautious and skeptical. But it was a healthy 
skepticism. They wanted to believe only that which was clearly proven. 
When Christ presented such proof, they believed! And gave their lives 
showing how firmly they did believe He was alive! 

D. The disciples were changed. 

Perhaps the transformation of the disciples of Jesus is the greatest 
evidence of all for the resurrection.   It is certainly hard to explain if Jesus 
was not raised! Three men illustrate this change: Thomas; James, the 
Lord's brother; and Peter. 

1. Thomas. 

Jesus appeared to the disciples on the evening of resurrection day (John 
20:19-20). Thomas, the twin, was not there. "When the other disciples 
told him that they had seen the Lord, he declared, 'Unless I see the nail 
marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my 
hand into his side, I will not believe it'" (John 20:25, NIV). 

A week later the Lord appeared to the disciples again, Thomas being 
present. Jesus said to Thomas, "Reach here your finger, and see My 
hands; and reach here your hand and put it into my side; and be not 
unbelieving, but believing" (John 20:27, NASB). 

When Thomas saw the nail prints in His hands, the spear scar in His side 
he cried out, "My Lord and my God!" (John 20:28). He was convinced it 
was Jesus in the very body which had been nailed to the cross. The 
evidence was too strong to deny. Jesus was risen from the dead! He also 
believed that Jesus was God come in the flesh, so He confessed Jesus as 
"My Lord and My God." 

No gullible disciple here! He wanted proof, and Jesus gave it to him. 
Jesus does not rebuke Thomas but gives him clear evidence. Jesus, by His



action, says, "Don't blame Thomas, teach him!" We should be grateful to 
Thomas for his honest skepticism. Our faith has a stronger foundation 
because of the proof Jesus gave Thomas. It was the risen Christ that 
transformed Thomas! Nothing else could have done it. 

2. James, the Lord's brother. 

Throughout Christ's ministry, his brothers were not believers in Him.  
John 7:5 (NASB) 5  For not even His brothers were believing in Him.  
Yet, in Acts 1:14, "His brothers," and their mother, Mary, were with the 
apostles praying and waiting for Pentecost. Two of these brothers were 
James and Jude. James became a leader in the church in Jerusalem, when 
the apostles began evangelizing abroad (Acts 12:17). Jude wrote the 
Epistle of Jude. What changed them? The answer seems to be found in I 
Corinthians 15:7 where Paul says that Jesus appeared to James after the 
resurrection. Changed! 

3. Peter. 

Perhaps the most dramatic change is seen in Peter. After Jesus' arrest, 
Peter, who truly loved the Lord, followed Him into the court of the high 
priest. There, out of fear, he allowed a servant girl to frighten him into 
denying the Lord. Before the night is over, he denies Jesus two more 
times! (Mark 14:66-72). 

Peter was among the disciples hiding behind locked doors, fearful of the 
Jews, when Jesus appeared to them on resurrection day (John 20:19, cf. 
26). The disciples had fled from the scene of the crucifixion in panic and 
despair, their hopes crushed, their own lives in peril.   Hardly the picture 
of "world conquerors"! 

But look at the apostles seven weeks later in the temple in Jerusalem! 
Peter stands before thousands of Jews, boldly preaching, 

Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by 
God to you by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you 
through him, as you yourselves know. This man was handed over to you 
by God's set purpose and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of 



wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross. But God raised 
him from the dead (Acts 2:22-24, NIV). 

Fearlessly, Peter accuses them of being murderers and confidently states 
that Jesus is alive! Also, he thunders that Jesus is now seated at the "right 
hand of God," and has "poured forth this which you both see and hear 
[the Holy Spirit]" (Acts 2:33). 

Later when the Sadducees arrested Peter and John for preaching "in Jesus 
the resurrection from the death" (Acts 4:2), they boldly condemn the Jews
for crucifying Jesus "whom God raised from the dead" (Acts 4:10). The 
Sanhedrin forbade the apostles to preach any more in Jesus' name, but 
they continued to preach. When rearrested and charged to stop preaching, 
Peter and the apostles bluntly answered, "We must obey God rather than 
man!" (Acts 5:29, NASB).

Of course, they were severely beaten, but they left the court "rejoicing 
that they had been considered worthy to suffer shame for His name!" 
(Acts 5:41, NASB). 

What courage and conviction! 

What changed these "fearful" men into "fearless" men? Especially 
Peter. We suggest these things: 

a. Jesus' appearance to Peter (and the apostles) after the resurrection
(1 Corinthians 15:5; Luke 24:33,34) 

b. The empty tomb which Peter and John saw (John 20:8,9) 

c. Peter saw the same evidence of Jesus' body that Thomas did (John 
20:26-28) 

d. Of course, the baptism of the Holy Spirit, which the apostles 
received on Pentecost was a major factor in the change (Acts 1:4-5; 
2:1-4). 



Josh McDowell gives this summary: 
"On the day of  the crucifixion they were filled with sadness; on 
the first day of the week with gladness. At the crucifixion they 
were hopeless; on the first day of the week their hearts glowed 
with certainty and hope. When the message of the resurrection 
first came, they were incredulous and hard to be convinced, but 
once they became assured, they never doubted again" 

(Josh McDowell, Evidence that Demands a Verdict, p. 237). 

The apostles were changed! Only the risen Lord could have wrought this 
change! 

Luke records that Jesus Acts 1:3 (NASB) 3  To these He also presented 
Himself alive after His suffering, by many convincing proofs, appearing 
to them over a period of forty days and speaking of the things concerning 
the kingdom of God.  We believe they are convincing! 

IV.  The Consequences — If Christ Did or Did Not Rise from the 
Grave (1 Corinthians 15:12-23) 

A. The dark road — Christ has not been raised 

There is no resurrection from the dead.  Paul explains this False doctrine 
in 1 Corinthians 15:12-19.  Some in Corinth believed this. In an effort to 
correct this teaching, Paul examines the consequences of this on their 
salvation. This false teaching would mean: 

1. That Christ has not been raised 

(1 Corinthians 15:13). If  there is no resurrection, then, obviously, the 
news of  Jesus' resurrection is false. 

2. That the apostles' preaching is "vain, useless, empty" 

(1 Corinthians 15:14). Paul has just set forth the salient points in the 
gospel message. They are the Christ "died for our sins ... He was buried, 
and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures" (1 
Corinthians 15:3-4, NASB). If the dead are not raised, then there is no 



"Good News" for our sins! Our message has no content, no substance. In 
fact, it is a lie! 

3. That their faith is also "vain or meaningless" 

(1 Corinthians 15:14)  If that gospel was a sham, then so was the faith it 
produced. The validity of their faith depended on the veracity of the 
gospel they believed. 

4. That "you are still in your sins"

 (1 Corinthians 15:17). If the gospel, "the power of God for salvation," is 
untrue, then it did not bring forgiveness of sins when you obeyed it. Paul 
has just pointed out that "Christ died for our sins" (15:3). But if men are 
still in their sins, then Jesus' death has availed nothing.  Christ dead 
without resurrection would be a condemned, not a justified, Christ. How 
could He justify others?   What a dark picture Paul is painting! 

5. Finally, that those who have died in Christ "have perished"! 

(1 Corinthians 15:18-19). Christians died with the hope that they were 
going to be with Christ (Philippians 1:23). Death was a "gain" 
(Philippians 1:21). They did not mourn as those "who have no hope" (1 
Thessalonians 4:13, NASB). For they firmly believed that the Lord would
raise them from the dead (1 Thessalonians 4:16). 

But if the dead are not raised then this is a mirage. If our hope in Christ is 
only for this world, we are deluded, creatures to be "pitied" (1 Corinthians
15:19). How dismal this life would be, if Christ has not been raised!! 

B. Dawn on a dark road — Christ has been raised!

(1 Corinthians 15:20-23). Paul has presented the gloomy condition of 
man if there is no resurrection (1 Corinthians 15:12-19).  Then in verse 
20 he bursts forth, like a sunrise on a mountain road, with these words, 1 
Corinthians 15:20 (NASB) 20  But now Christ has been raised from the 
dead, the first fruits of those who are asleep.  God's "sun of 
righteousness" (Malachi 4:2 NASB), rising to bring heavenly light and 
hope to a lost world. 



All the bleak consequences that Paul describes in I Corinthians 15:12-19 
no longer exist. For Christ is risen indeed! New blessings, new 
consequences prevail! Here are some of them. 

1. Christ is risen — never to die again! 

When Paul wrote, "Christ has been raised," he used the perfect tense to 
express the verb "to rise" in verse 20. The perfect means that something 
has happened in the past and the effects remain in the present. This points 
to Christ's continuing state — the abiding results of the event. Not only 
did the crucified Jesus come back to life, but now He sits at the right hand 
of the Father interceding for His church! 

Paul confirms this, Romans 6:9 (NASB) 9  knowing that Christ, having 
been raised from the dead, is never to die again; death no longer is 
master over Him.  Lazarus, the widow's son, and others who were raised, 
died again. Jesus will not die again. In this the resurrection of Christ 
differs from all others in the Bible. 

If the way of the cross had stopped at the cross, 
We would only have known defeat; 

If the Christ of the cross had stayed in the tomb, 
His work would have been incomplete. 

But the way of the cross never stops at the cross; 
The way of the cross leads on 

To the victorious grace in the heavenly place 
Where the risen Lord has gone. 

2. When Jesus arose, He completed the gospel plan of salvation.

Paul stated that Jesus Romans 4:25 (NASB) 25  was delivered over 
because of our transgressions, and was raised because of our 
justification.  Christ was “delivered over” to atone for His people's sins 
and was raised up to guarantee their justification.  Thus the gospel was 
completed for saving sinful man, for the power or efficacy of His death 
depended upon His resurrection. 



Also, Jesus' resurrection revealed God's acceptance of  his Son's vicarious,
atoning work. When God raised Jesus,  He placed His stamp of approval 
on Him and His work. 

3. Christ's resurrection assured the Christian's resurrection. 

In I Corinthians 15:20 Paul called Jesus "the first fruits of those who are 
asleep." The term "first fruits”: refers to the first sheaf of the harvest that 
was brought to the temple and offered (Leviticus 23:10-11). It was a thank
offering to God for the harvest. The first sheaf represented Jesus — the 
first to rise from the dead never to die again. 

The term "first fruits" implies later fruits. This later fruit will be when 
Christ returns and the "dead in Christ will rise" and join the living saints. 
Then they will welcome their returning Lord (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18). 
This will be the completed harvest of souls (see 2 Corinthians 4:14). 

Paul affirms 1 Corinthians 15:22-23 (NASB) 22  For as in Adam all die, 
so also in Christ all will be made alive. 23  But each in his own order: 
Christ the first fruits, after that those who are Christ's at His coming,  
Paul writes that Christ is the first to rise, "after that those who are Christ's
at His coming" (v. 23).  In the reference to first fruits we see the idea that 
the resurrection of Christ is a pledge and proof of the resurrection of His 
people. 

Jesus said to Martha, "I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes 
in Me shall live even if he dies" (John 11:15, NASB). 

4. Christ wrested from Satan the power of death. 

Speaking of Jesus, Paul declares Hebrews 2:14-15 (NASB) 14  Therefore,
since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also 
partook of the same, that through death He might render powerless him 
who had the power of death, that is, the devil, 15  and might free those 
who through fear of death were subject to slavery all their lives. 
John expresses the same idea in I John 3:8, "The Son of God appeared 
for this purpose, that He might destroy the works of the devil" (NASB). 



Jesus became a man that through His death He might  render powerless 
Satan's control over death.  I understand this to mean the devil is the cause
of death in this world.  John 10:10 (NASB) 10  "The thief comes only to 
steal and kill and destroy; Satan introduced death to mankind.

This does not necessarily mean that Satan has the power to inflect death 
in any particular case. God has the  ultimate power of death as we learn 
from Job 2:4-6.   Death is a part of Satan's kingdom. All who follow him 
suffer death — physical and spiritual — for the "wages of  sin is death" 
(Romans 6:23). 

Jesus took the sting out of death when He provided a  remedy for sin — 
the gospel (Romans 1:16; Ephesians 1:7). He robbed death of its victory 
when He arose, thus making possible the Christian's victory over death 
too (1 Corinthians 15:54-57). Physical death and Satan will be with us 
until  Christ returns. When those "who are Christ's" have been raised, 
then death will be no more. "For He must reign until He has put all His 
enemies under His feet. The last enemy that will be abolished is death" (1 
Corinthians 15:25-26, NASB). Satan and death will both be thrown into 
the "lake of fire and brimstone" (Revelation 20:10,11-15). 

What wonderful consequences or blessings are these because Jesus arose 
from the dead! 

V. Other Evidences for the Resurrection of Christ 

A. The church.

The fact that the church was founded on Pentecost (Acts 2) is evidence of 
the resurrection. The church was founded on the resurrection, and 
disproving it would have destroyed the whole Christian movement.  
However, instead of any such disproof, throughout the first century, 
Christians were threatened, beaten, flogged, and killed because of their 
faith. It would have been much simpler to have silenced them by 
producing Jesus'  body, but his was never done . 

What a dramatic scene if, on the Day of Pentecost as Peter is preaching 
that Jesus is alive, the Jews would have marched in carrying the body of 



Jesus! It would have stopped the sermon! It would have stopped 
Christianity,  too! 

David Friedrich Strauss was a German liberal Protestant theologian
and writer, who influenced Christian Europe with his radical 
renunciation of the resurrection.  He is forced to admit that the 
church would have never arisen if the apostles had not had unshaken faith
in the reality of Christ's resurrection. 

Another scholar adds "that this faith of the apostles would have never 
arisen unless the resurrection had been a true historical fact"  (Alfred 
Edersheim, The Life and Times of  Jesus the Messiah, 11:629.  Download
from the church website.). The presence of the Lord's church today is 
proof that the resurrection is true! 

B. Baptism and the Lord's Supper. 

There is no adequate explanation of the ordinances of Christ without the 
fact of the resurrection.   Baptism is a drama, depicting the death, burial, 
and resurrection of Christ (Romans 6:3-5; 1 Corinthians 15:3-4). If there 
was  no resurrection, then the act of baptism is meaningless. 

Baptism also pictures the believer's death to sin, his burial in the watery 
grave, and his resurrection to a new life (Romans 6:4-5). This also is false 
and without meaning if Jesus is still in the tomb. If the resurrection never 
took place, how can we account for the meaning of baptism? 

The Lord's Supper is a celebration of the death of  Christ as an atonement 
for our sins. We are told to eat  this memorial feast with hope and 
expectation of Christ's  return (1 Corinthians 11:26). We are instructed to 
"wait for the  blessed hope — the glorious appearing of our great God and
Savior, Jesus Christ" (Titus 2:13; cf. Acts 2:46).   How could there be such
joy and hope if Christ be not raised? Each week as we meet about the 
table, we are  declaring that He is alive! 

C. The Lord's Day. 



The Jews observed the seventh day, the Sabbath, as their day of rest 
worship. This celebrated 
a) God's resting at the conclusion of creation, and
b) the deliverance of Israel from bondage by the Exodus (Gen. 2:13; 
Deuteronomy 5:15). 

The Christians observed the first day of the week, the Lord's Day, in 
celebration of the resurrection of Christ (Acts 20:7; 1 Corinthians 16:2; 
Revelation 1:10). In the early days of the church, most Christians were 
Jews. Yet they switched to first day worship to celebrate the resurrection. 
Nothing short of the resurrection could have persuaded them to change. 

We conclude with a quote from Alfred Edersheim, the great scholar and 
Jewish Christian: 

“The importance of all this cannot be adequately expressed in 
words. A dead Christ might have been a teacher and wonder 
worker, and remembered and loved as such. But only a risen and 
living Christ could be the Savior, the Life and Life-Giver, and as 
such preached to all men. 

And of this most blessed truth we have the fullest and most 
unquestionable evidence. We can, therefore, implicitly yield 
ourselves to the impression of these narratives, and, still more, to 
the realization of that most sacred and blessed fact. This is the 
foundation of the church, the inscription on the banner of her 
armies, the strength and comfort of every Christian heart, and the 
grand hope of humanity! The Lord is risen indeed!”  (The Life and
Times of Jesus the Messiah, 11:629). 



Review 

1.  F.E. Marsh states that the resurrection of Christ is the "heart" of 
Christianity. List the other 4 metaphors he uses to show the importance of 
the resurrection. 
a.__________________________

b.__________________________

c.__________________________

d.__________________________

2. The clearest prophecy of Jesus' resurrection in the Old 
Testament is 

3. Christianity is an ________________ faith, based on _____________

or _______________________. 

4. List the 4 main evidences for the resurrection of  Christ. 
a. __________________________

b. __________________________ 

c. __________________________

d. __________________________ 

5. Discuss the reasons why the disciples did not steal Jesus' body. 

6. Why was it so important that an apostle see Jesus after His 
resurrection? See Acts 1:22; 1 Corinthians 9:1. 

7. After the resurrection, the disciples were changed. Discuss what 



changed them from "fearful" to "fearless" men.

8. In 1 Corinthians 15:12-19, Paul lists some consequences if Christ were 
not raised. List some of these.

9. How do baptism and the Lord's Day help prove that Jesus did rise from
the dead? 


