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NOTE:    Please  take  a  note-pad,  read  each  scripture  given,  and  make  notes  for  yourself.    
Bring  your  questions  for  us  to  discuss.

What The Bible Says About Spiritual Gifts

I.  What Were Spiritual Gifts? 

II.  How Are the Gifts Given?
      A.  Through Prayer and the laying on of the Apostles' hands.
      B.  The Gift of Tongues also accompanied the baptism in the 
Spirit.

III.  To Whom Were they Given?

IV.  What is the Purpose of Spiritual Gifts.
      A.  To build up the church.
      B.  Guidance and protection of the church.
      C.  Confirmation of the word.

V.   What is the Duration of the Spiritual Gifts.
      A.  They belonged to the time of the establishment of the 
church.
     B.  The means for imparting these gifts is not present today.
     C.  Spiritual gifts are not needed today.

                                       Earliest Known picture of Peter & Paul, 3rd century



What The Bible Says About Spiritual Gifts

No discussion of the Holy Spirit would be complete without a study
of the gifts of the Spirit.  The bible student needs to remember that 
there is a clear and definite distinction to be made between the “Holy 
Spirit as a gift” and the “gifts of the Holy Spirit.”   Acts 2:38 is an 
example of the former:
Acts 2:37-38 (NASB) 
38  ... Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift 
of the Holy Spirit. 

Peter promised the believers at Pentecost that if they would repent 
and be immersed they would receive "forgiveness of your sins", and 
"the gift of the Holy Spirit," or the Holy Spirit as a gift. Spiritual gifts 
on the other hand were special abilities given by the Spirit to believers 
to be used in the service and growth of the church.

Brother Don DeWelt has a four volume study on “The Power of 
the Holy Spirit.” (Available on our website. 
http://www.orcuttchristian.org/page31.html)  He explains in the first 
volume:

“We have reference to the Spiritual gifts mentioned in 1 
Corinthians 12:4-10; 28-30. Cf. Romans 12:6-8; Ephesians 
4:8-11.

Such powers or abilities were called Spiritual because 
they were prompted by or through the Holy Spirit.  They are 
referred to as gifts because they are gratis or not earned.  They
were not merited by the possessors, but were given by God 
out of free grace.

Please do not mistake these gifts of the Holy Spirit for the 
Holy Spirit Himself.  The possessors of such gifts or abilities 
had the Holy Spirit (also as a gift) before the supernatural 
abilities were granted to them through the Holy Spirit.”

These are part of the extraordinary powers given to the early church
by the Spirit. The baptism in the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:1-4; 10:44-48); 
and the miraculous "fillings" of the Holy Spirit (Acts 4:8, 31; 7:55) are 
other examples of these extraordinary powers.



I.  What Were Spiritual Gifts?

The following chart gives the New Testament scriptures:
 Romans 12 
exhortation

giving
leadership

mercy
prophecy
service

teaching

1 Corinthians
12  

word of wisdom
faith 

healing 
effecting of

miracles
prophecy

distinguishing of
spirits

various kinds of
tongue

interpretation of
tongues
apostles
prophets
teachers
miracles
healings

helps
administrations
various kinds of

tongues. 

Ephesians 4  
apostle

evangelism
pastor

prophecy
teaching

Others add  
celibacy

hospitality
martyrdom
missionary
voluntary
poverty 

The most complete list of spiritual gifts is found in 
1 Corinthians 12:7-11 (NASB) 
7  But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the 
common good. 8  For to one is given the word of wisdom through 
the Spirit, and to another the word of knowledge according to the 
same Spirit; 9  to another faith by the same Spirit, and to another 
gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10  and to another the effecting of 
miracles, and to another prophecy, and to another the 
distinguishing of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, and to
another the interpretation of tongues. 11  But one and the same 
Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually 
just as He wills. 



Here the apostle names nine distinct gifts which he classifies 
under three categories: 

The first class includes those gifts which refer to the intellectual 
powers: "the word of wisdom," "the word of knowledge," and 
"faith.”  

The second class are the gifts which exhibit the faith of the one 
that possesses them:  "gifts of healing," "the effecting of miracle," 
"prophecy," and "the distinguishing of spirits." 

The third class are the gifts of tongues: "various kinds of 
tongues" and "the interpretation of tongues."

Here is a brief explanation of these gifts.  It is not easy to clearly 
identify all these gifts since the New Testament does not explain them 
fully. But the following are generally accepted explanations of them.

A.  Gifts related to Intellectual Powers

1.  "the word of wisdom"

This does not refer to wisdom that comes from personal thinking, but to
that wisdom which comes directly from God, or it may have been 
special wisdom given for specific situations (cf. James 1:5). Perhaps in 
each congregation one or two men were given this gift of wisdom to 
guide the church in making difficult decisions. Jesus had promised his 
apostles: 
Luke 21:15 (NASB) 
15  for I will give you utterance and wisdom which none of your 
opponents will be able to resist or refute.  (For illustrations see Acts 
4:8-14; 6:10.)

2.  "the word of knowledge,"

Not just ordinary knowledge that can be gained by study, but special 
knowledge, insight, or illumination given by the Spirit. The knowledge 
that enabled the possessor of the gift to take the Gospel and make 
practical application of it to the lives of the Christians.

3.  "Faith." 

Not saving faith, because that comes by hearing the Word of God 



(Romans 10:17). Nor is it to be confused with faith or faithfulness as a 
fruit of the Spirit which every Christian should possess (Galatians 
5:22). But it is the faith that moves mountains—a miraculous faith 
(Matthew 17:20; 1 Corinthians 13:2). It must be remembered that this 
gift of faith was given by God, and could not be demanded or expected.

B.  Gifts The Demonstrate Faith 

4.  "gifts of healing,"

The gifts of healing were primarily concerned with healing of physical 
illness. It is listed "gifts" plural, presumably because they were 
empowered to heal many diseases (examples: Acts 3:1-10; 9:32-35; 
28:7-10).

5.  "the effecting of miracle"

This gift may have included healing but covered also a wider range of 
mighty deeds of every kind. The book of Acts lists several examples of 
these miracles: 
(a)  Exorcism—the demon possessed maid at Philippi (Acts 16:16-18).
(b)  Resurrection—Dorcas (Acts 9:36-42). 
(c)  Elymas struck blind (Acts 13:6-12). 
(d)  Extraordinary Miracles. Acts 19:11 states that Paul performed 
""the effecting of miracle." The exact nature of these miracles is not 
indicated, but the miracle of the aprons was one example (Acts 19:12).

6.  "prophecy" 

Prophecy had a two-fold purpose. 
First it had a predictive element in it—foretelling. This is the meaning 
most people associate with the word. 
Secondly, it involved preaching- -presenting God's message to man 
under the guidance of the Holy Spirit—forthtelling. The prophets, both 
Old Testament and New Testament, did far more of the latter than the 
former. This gift was possessed by Agabus (Acts 11:28; 21:10); Philip's
daughters (Acts 21:9); and Judas and Silas (Acts 15:32). Paul 
considered this gift one of the greatest because it taught and edified 
people (1 Corinthians 14:5, 18-19, 23-25).



7.  "the distinguishing of spirits"

This gift enabled the person to distinguish between true and false 
teachers. The apostle John admonished the church to 1 John 4:1 
(NASB) 1  Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to
see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have 
gone out into the world. 
John is writing of true and false teachers or prophets. Evidently a man 
with this gift could distinguish between them and save the church. This 
was very essential in the days before the New Testament was written, 
and when the preachers came with an oral message.

C.  The Gift of Speaking in Foreign Languages

8.  "various kinds of tongues"

This gift provided the ability to speak a language which was new to and
unstudied by the speaker. At Pentecost the apostles spoke in known 
languages "as the Spirit was giving them utterance" (Acts 2:4). Luke
writes that the people Acts 2:7-8 (NASB) 7  were amazed and 
astonished, saying, "Why, are not all these who are speaking 
Galileans? 8  "And how is it that we each hear them in our own 
language to which we were born? 

The gift of tongues accompanied the baptism in the Holy Spirit and was
a proof of it. This is seen both at Pentecost and at the house of 
Cornelius (Acts 10:44-46). This gift also came through the laying on of 
the Apostles' hands (Acts 19:1-6). 

9.  "the interpretation of tongues."

This gift gave the ability to translate the languages spoken by those 
having the gift of tongues.

II.  How Are the Gifts Given?

A. Through the Apostles. 

There are two examples in Acts where spiritual gifts were 
imparted. 



The first example is in Acts 8:14-17. Philip had been leading a 
great evangelistic crusade in Samaria and many had turned to the Lord. 
Peter and John came down from Jerusalem to help. Their primary help 
was the giving of spiritual gifts. Luke describes what happened with the
arrival of the Apostles Peter and John: 
Acts 8:14-17 (NASB) 
14  Now when the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had 
received the word of God, they sent them Peter and John, 15  who 
came down and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy 
Spirit. 16  For He had not yet fallen upon any of them; they had 
simply been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 17  Then they 
began laying their hands on them, and they were receiving the Holy
Spirit. 

Since the Samaritans had already received the Holy Spirit as a gift 
when they believed and were baptized (Acts 2:38), what the apostles 
gave were these special gifts or powers of the Spirit. These special 
powers were given through the apostles when they laid their hands on 
the Christians. Luke does not say what specific gifts were given. They 
must have been very appealing for Simon wanted to purchase this 
wonderful power for himself (Acts 8:18-19).

The second example of spiritual gifts is in Acts 19:1-6. Here the 
apostle Paul came to Ephesus and found disciples of John the Baptist. 
He thought they were disciples of Christ and asked them if they had 
received the Holy Spirit when they believed. He apparently was asking 
about these special powers when 

Acts 19:2 (NASB) 
2  He said to them, "Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you 
believed?" And they said to him, "No, we have not even heard 
whether there is a Holy Spirit." 

Paul then learned that they were disciples of John. After teaching 
them, he baptized them into Christ. 
Acts 19:6 (NASB) 
6  And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Spirit 
came on them, and they began speaking with tongues and 
prophesying. 

These are the only examples that indicate the way these powers 
were given. In both cases the Spirit gave them through the Apostles. 
Some men cite the case of Timothy as proof that other men could 



impart these gifts. Paul admonished Timothy, 
1 Timothy 4:14 (NASB) 
14  Do not neglect the spiritual gift within you, which was bestowed
on you through prophetic utterance with the laying on of hands by 
the presbytery.  

It is not clear what gift Paul had in mind. He may have been 
referring to Timothy's ordination by the elders to be an evangelist. He 
could be urging him to use his gift of preaching. The expression "with 
the laying on of hands by the presbytery", makes it difficult to know 
exactly what is meant by this gift. This scripture does not furnish 
definite proof that men other than the Apostles could impart spiritual 
gifts.

The case of Philip in Samaria would strongly suggest that only the 
apostles could impart these gifts. Philip had been preaching and 
baptizing multitudes, but had given no gifts (Acts 8:4-13). It seems that
Peter and John came from Jerusalem for the purpose of giving these 
gifts. Why did Philip not give them if he had the power? Philip had 
miraculous powers himself, (Acts 8:6-7), but he seemingly was not able
to pass them on to others.

Remember, the only clear examples of the giving of these spiritual 
gifts was through the laying on of the Apostles' hands.

B. The Gift of Tongues also accompanied the baptism in the Spirit. 

The only exception to this is the gift of tongues was at Pentecost 
and at the house of Cornelius.  The gift of tongues accompanied the 
baptism in the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:4; 10:46). In all other cases the 
spiritual gifts were given through the apostles.

III.   To Whom Were they Given?

The people receiving the spiritual gifts were Christians. The 
Samaritans had been baptized by Philip (Acts 8:12). Paul had baptized 
the twelve men at Ephesus before the gifts were given (Acts 19:1-7). 
This is in harmony with Jesus statement concerning the Spirit: "whom 
the world cannot receive" (John 14:17).

It should be emphasized that the Holy Spirit exercised his 
sovereign authority in the distribution of these gifts. There is no 
evidence, that every Christian received a gift. But rather it would 



indicate that they did not. Paul asked: 
1 Corinthians 12:30 (NASB) 
30  All do not have gifts of healings, do they? All do not speak with 
tongues, do they? All do not interpret, do they? 

The implied answer is, No. The Spirit in His own wisdom chose 
the ones to receive them. Paul writes: 
1 Corinthians 12:8, 11 (NASB) 
8  For to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to
another the word of knowledge according to the same Spirit; ... 11
 But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to 
each one individually just as He wills. 

No one was promised them, and no directions were given as to 
how they were to seek them.  Paul told the Corinthians: 
1 Corinthians 14:1 (NASB) 
1  Pursue love, yet desire earnestly spiritual gifts, but especially 
that you may prophesy. 

 But no specifics were given for them to do to receive them. Which
obviously means they were not to seek them. If the Spirit willed to give
a person a gift—he would receive it. If He did not then no gift was 
given.

IV.  What is the Purpose of Spiritual Gifts.

A. To build up the church. 

Paul concisely gives the purpose for spiritual gifts in 
1 Corinthians 12:7 (NASB) 
7  But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the 
common good. 

Those possessing gifts were to use them,
1 Corinthians 14:5 (NASB) 
5  so that the church may receive edifying. 

Paul emphasizes, 
1 Corinthians 14:26 (NASB) 



26  Let all things be done for edification. The Greek word for 
edification: οἰκοδομή oikodomē  is derived from oikos (house) and 
someo (to build) and means literally "the building of a house". 
Spiritually speaking it means to strengthen, benefit, establish, or build 
up 
1 Corinthians 8:1 (NASB) 
1  Knowledge makes arrogant, but love edifies. 

Dr. H. Leo Boles reminds us that 
"It was possible for those who possessed these 

extraordinary gifts to neglect them or to abuse the proper use 
of them. The possessor of these gifts had the same power over
them that he had over his natural gifts, hence he could neglect
or misuse his gift. All of these gifts were to be used for the 
general edification, and not for the self glorification of the 
one who possessed the gift."

Dr. Boles' book: The Holy Spirit: His Personality, Nature and Works, 
can be downloaded from http://www.orcuttchristian.org/page31.html

How did these gifts build up or edify the church? Paul explains: 
1 Corinthians 14:26 (NASB) 
26  What is the outcome then, brethren? When you assemble, each 
one has a psalm, has a teaching, has a revelation, has a tongue, has 
an interpretation. Let all things be done for edification. 

Through singing, teaching, and relating the truths God had 
revealed, to them, the possessors of these gifts were building up the 
church. This was especially necessary since the New Testament had not
been fully written yet, and would not be completed until about 100 
A.D. with the release of the book of Revelation.
The spiritual gifts of wisdom, knowledge, and especially prophecy 
were used to edify the church. Paul commends the latter gift very 
highly for edification (1 Corinthians 14:3-5).

B. Guidance and Protection of the Church. 

God gave these gifts to benefit the church. Here are some of the 
ways they did:



1.  The Gift of Prophecy. 

An incident in Acts reveals how the gift of prophecy was a real help to 
the welfare of the church. Agabus, the prophet, went from Jerusalem 
down to Antioch (Syria). He told that the Spirit had revealed to him that
a great famine would come. Immediately the brethren at Antioch sent 
relief to the brethren in Judea by Barnabas and Saul. Thus the Spirit 
provided for the poor saints in Jerusalem and Judea. This shows that 
these gifts were used in a very practical way for the benefit of the 
church.

2.   The Gift of Distinguishing of Spirits

This ability was given to protect the church against false prophets who 
would disturb and destroy it by false teaching (1 John 4:1). This was 
especially helpful in the days before the New Testament was written.

C. Confirmation of the word. 

Mark writes of the early Christians that 
Mark 16:20 (NASB) 
20  And they went out and preached everywhere, while the Lord 
worked with them, and confirmed the word by the signs that 
followed.

The Apostle Paul, in referring to the great salvation through the 
Gospel, writes: 
Hebrews 2:2-4 (NASB) 
2  For if the word spoken through angels proved unalterable, and 
every transgression and disobedience received a just penalty, 3
 how will we escape if we neglect so great a salvation? After it was 
at the first spoken through the Lord, it was confirmed to us by 
those who heard, 4  God also testifying with them, both by signs 
and wonders and by various miracles and by gifts of the Holy 
Spirit according to His own will. 

The Apostles preached the Gospel and God authenticated their 
preaching by miracles and spiritual gifts. Paul writes:



Romans 15:18-19 (NASB) 
18  For I will not presume to speak of anything except what Christ 
has accomplished through me, resulting in the obedience of the 
Gentiles by word and deed, 19  in the power of signs and wonders, 
in the power of the Spirit; so that from Jerusalem and round about 
as far as Illyricum I have fully preached the gospel of Christ. 

Before the New Testament was written the Gospel was delivered 
orally. When an apostle appeared in a city and began preaching this 
new message he needed special powers to convince the people that 
what he preached was from God. There was a united effort in preaching
the Gospel: the evangelists preached it- the Lord confirmed it.

V.   What is the Duration of the Spiritual Gifts.

That spiritual gifts were not to be permanent is clearly stated in 1 
Corinthians 13:8-10. Prophecies were to be "done away with"; tongues
"will cease", and knowledge "done away with."

 The big question is "When?" Paul says that it will happen when 
"the perfect is come." When is that? The Greek word for perfect is 
“teleios,” which means: "complete, perfect, whole; full-grown, mature, 
adult."

There are two views as to when these spiritual gifts will cease: 
(1) They will cease when life on earth is ended and the redeemed of the
Lord reach heaven in that state of absolute perfection. Then all 
imperfection will cease. Those who hold this view believe that spiritual
gifts are still present in the church (or can be) and will be until Christ 
returns. 
(2) Others believe that the gifts ceased when the New Testament was 
completely written—the maturity or perfection of God's revelation, and
when the last man had died who had received a spiritual gift from an 
Apostle.

Documentation for Cessationism

Here are three reasons for believing that spiritual gifts ceased in 
the first or second century A.D.:



A.  They belonged to the time of the establishment of the church.

1 Corinthians 13:11 (NASB) 
11  When I was a child, I used to speak like a child, think like a 
child, reason like a child; when I became a man, I did away with 
childish things. 

Here Paul compared these gifts to his childhood speech, feelings, 
and thought.   But notice that Paul continues: "when I became a man, 
I did away with childish things." Paul implies that these gifts are 
elementary helps which God had given for the establishment of the 
church.  These gifts were like scaffolding used for building a house. 
Once the house is completed, there is no further need for the 
scaffolding. Paul pleads for them to seek the permanent gifts of Faith, 
Hope, and Love (1 Corinthians 12:31; 14:1a).

J.W. McGarvey in his commentary on Thessalonians, Corinthians, 
Galatians and Romans say this:

“Prophecies, tongues and knowledge three supernatural 
gifts though they were—were mortals compared with the 
divine spirit of love. They were needful in developing the 
infant church, but as that institution passed onward toward 
maturity and perfection (Hebrews 5:12-14; 6:1; Ephesians 
3:14-21; 4:11-16), they were outgrown and discontinued, 
because from them had been developed the clear, steady light 
of the recorded Word, and the mature thoughtfulness and 
assurance of a well-instructed church. They were thrown 
aside, therefore, as the wheat stalk which has matured its 
grain; or, to use Paul's own figure, put away as the speech, 
feeling and judgment of childhood when they had produced 
their corresponding faculties in manhood.

All Christians who mistakenly yearn for a renewal of 
these spiritual gifts, should note the clear import of these 
words of the apostle, which show that their presence in the 
church would be an evidence of immaturity and weakness, 
rather than of fully developed power and seasoned strength.”

Professor McGarvey's Commentary on Thessalonians, Corinthians, 
Galatians and Romans may be downloaded at 
http://www.orcuttchristian.org/page31.html



B. The means for imparting these gifts is not present today. 

These gifts were given through the laying on of the apostles' hands
(Acts 8:14-17; 19:1-7). Since there are no apostles today, there is 
lacking the means by which they can be given. 

The one exception is the gift of tongues, which accompanied the 
baptism in the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:1-4; 10:44-48). Since the evidence 
indicates that the baptism in the Holy Spirit is not given today, there is 
still no Scriptural means present for imparting the spiritual gifts. The 
individual who claims to receive a spiritual gift today must explain how
he received it in a way different from that revealed in the New 
Testament.

C.    Spiritual gifts are not needed today.

1.  Those possessing these gifts were given revelations from God for
the edification of the church. 

     Since we have the New Testament which contains the full 
revelation of the Gospel and God's will for man, we no longer need 
these special revelations.

2.  They were to prove the Gospel a divine revelation, a thing 
unnecessary to repeat. 

     God confirmed His preachers and their message in the first 
century by miracles and spiritual gifts. Once a fact has been confirmed 
it is unnecessary to confirm it again. With the New Testament in our 
hands, having been fully confirmed by God, we have all we need to 
bring men to Christ and establish them in Him.

We have a perfect record of these gifts which were bestowed to 
help confirm the preaching of the word; there was no need for a 
continuation of them after the full gospel had been revealed and 
confirmed and a record made to preserve it.
Ephesians 2:20 (NASB) 
20  having been built on the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone, 

Remember that spiritual gifts were bestowed by the apostles only, 
therefore they ceased with those upon whom they had been conferred 
by the Holy Spirit through the apostles.



In conclusion, let's consider what the the outstanding New 
Testament scholar, Dr. Jack Cottrell shares:

“If the Holy Spirit is not giving miraculous gifts today, 
how can we explain the phenomena that occur in pentecostal, 
charismatic and third-wave contexts? A detailed answer to 
this question is not possible here, but I will summarize my 
convictions.

Obviously some of the phenomena are not truly 
miraculous. Sometimes they are staged, and sometimes they 
are psychological in origin. But in my judgment a good 
number of the phenomena are definitely miraculous, 
manifesting supernatural powers and requiring a supernatural 
origin. It is my conviction that their origin is demonic, 
paralleling similar phenomena in occult circles. They are the 
result of satanic deception. One evidence of this is the 
procedure known as the “testing of tongues,” wherein the 
source of the tongue is shown to be demonic. ...

Is such satanic activity possible in the life of a God-
fearing person? Yes. We have already seen that it is a fallacy 
to think that demons cannot work through Christians. But 
why would Satan want to empower Christians to do 
miraculous things that often have good and beneficial results, 
such as healing the sick? Because this helps him all the more 
to deceive those who have not received “the love of the truth”
(2 Thess 2:9–12; 2 Cor 11:13–14). Where miraculous powers 
are present, dependence upon and fascination with such 
experiences can easily replace a commitment to truth and 
sound doctrine. ...

I must stress that those who are wielding such miraculous 
powers are not deliberately cooperating with Satan. Usually 
they truly believe that their powers are from the Holy Spirit. 
Thus they are victims, not villains; but they are in danger of 
losing a spiritual battle they do not even know they are 
fighting.”



Review

1.  Distinguish between spiritual gifts and the gift of the Holy Spirit.

2.  Explain three purposes for the spiritual gifts.

     a.    

     b.

     c.

3.  How were the spiritual gifts given?

4.  Explain  three reasons why Christians should not expect these gifts 
today.

     a.    

     b.

     c.


