
What  The  Bible  Says  About  ...
Six+  Weeks

Thursday's  5:30  PM-7:00  PM

NOTE:    Please  take  a  note-pad,  read  each  scripture  given,  and  make  notes  for  yourself.    Bring  your
questions  for  us  to  discuss.

What The Bible Says About The Gift of Tongues

I.  The Gift of Tongues in the New Testament.
     A.  Tongue speaking in Acts.
          1.  The Apostles on Pentecost.
           2.  Cornelius.
          3.  The twelve disciples at Ephesus.
    B.  Tongue speaking in the Corinthian church.
         1.  Supposed evidence for ecstatic utterances.
         2.  Evidence for human language.

II.   The Purpose For the Gift of Tongues.
        A.  Confirmation of the Gospel of Christ.
        B.  Edification.
       C.  A sign of the Baptism in the Holy Spirit.
       D.  A sign to Israel concerning the Messiah and His Gospel.

III.    Should Christians Expect the Gift of Tongues Today?
          A.  The need for the gift ceased.
          B.  The means of imparting these gifts are not present today.
         C.  The gift of tongues was needed in the infancy of the church.
        D.  The gift of tongues has not been promised to us today.
        E.  What is the source of tongue speaking today?



What The Bible Says About The Gift of Tongues

     Why do we have a lesson on speaking in tongues (or glossolalia
as it is called - from the Greek glossa meaning "tongue" and laleo 
meaning "to speak")? 

There are two reasons: 
     First, the gift of tongues is a spiritual gift given to the first 
Christians by the Holy Spirit. Being a Bible doctrine, it deserves 
investigation.
     Secondly, because of its widespread prominence in the church 
today, it needs to be studied and understood by all Christians.

     Speaking in tongues is a New Testament phenomena. There is no 
mention of it in the Old Testament. Jesus did not speak in tongues nor 
was it done while He was here on earth. Pentecost in 33 A.D. (Acts 
2) is the first instance of speaking in tongues.
     It was a relatively minor practice in the New Testament times. Only
three books in the New Testament mention it. The Gospel of Mark 
has one reference to it (Mark 16:17); there are three instances of 
tongue speaking in the book of Acts (Acts 2:1-4; 10:44-46; 19:1-6); 
and only one epistle mentions it (1 Corinthians 12-14).
     Today tongue speaking has become widespread not only among 
the Pentecostals but throughout Protestantism , the Roman Catholic 
church, and even the Eastern Orthodox churches. Time magazine 
called Pentecostalism the "fastest growing church..." Life magazine 
regarded it as "the third force" in Christianity today, equal in 
significance to Roman Catholicism and historic Protestantism. There 
is no major denomination today that is not affected by this 
movement.
     People ask, "Is this of God, or the work of man, or of Satan?" 
As you study what the Bible has to say on this subject, you will reach
your own conclusion.



I.   THE GIFT OF TONGUES IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

A. Tongues speaking in Acts. 

     The three cases of speaking in tongues in Acts are: 
      (1)  the Apostles on Pentecost (Acts 2:1-4); 
          (2) Cornelius and his household at Caesarea (Acts 10:44-46);   
             (3) the twelve men at Ephesus (Acts 19:1-6). 

     Let's unpack these these examples.

1. The Apostles on Pentecost.
 
     Before the Lord returned to Heaven, He instructed the Apostles to 
Luke 24:48-49 (NASB)  48  "You are witnesses of these things. 49

 "And behold, I am sending forth the promise of My Father upon you; 
but you are to stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on 
high."  
     For ten days they waited. On the morning of the Feast of 
Pentecost between eight and nine o'clock they suddenly heard a 
tremendous sound coming from Heaven. It came until it filled all the
house where they were sitting. The sound was accompanied by a 
great beam of light that divided itself into fiery fingers of light which
rested on the heads of the Apostles.
     These signs heralded the coming of the Baptism in the Holy Spirit.
The Spirit literally took over the Apostles' minds and bodies and 
empowered them to speak in languages they had never studied.
     There were Jews attending the Feast of Pentecost from fifteen 
nations.  Acts 2:7-11 (NASB) 7  They were amazed and astonished, 
saying, "Why, are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8  "And 
how is it that we each hear them in our own language to which we 
were born? 9  "Parthians and Medes and Elamites, and residents of 
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10  Phrygia
and Pamphylia, Egypt and the districts of Libya around Cyrene, 
and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11  Cretans and 
Arabs—we hear them in our own tongues speaking of the mighty 
deeds of God."   This sound brought them rushing to the Temple 



where they heard the Apostles magnifying God in these foreign 
languages. The people were dumbfounded to hear these Galileans 
speaking in their native dialects (Acts 2:6). Luke writes: They were 
amazed and astonished

     The Evidence of Actual languages being spoken at Pentecost: 

(a)  Fifteen nations are listed as being present at Pentecost. 
     Why would Luke include such a long list of countries? He wanted 
to make clear that the Apostles spoke in foreign languages and 
dialects and not in unknown sounds.

(b)  The people who knew the languages understood the 
Apostles
     The multitude was "confounded", "amazed", "marvelled", and 
"perplexed." Why such a reaction? Luke answers this question when 
he quotes the statement of the people: ""Why, are not all these who 
are speaking Galileans? 8  "And how is it that we each hear them in 
our own language (dialect) to which we were born?”  
     The Apostles spoke in languages which these people understood.
It also implies that they spoke with a Galilean accent. This is how 
they recognized them as Galileans (Acts 2:7; cf. Matthew 26:73: 
Mark 14:70).
     The Galileans, particularly the fishermen, were not scholars or 
world travelers. The people knew they were seeing and hearing a 
miracle. They knew the Apostles could not speak in these different 
languages without God's help.

(c)  Luke used the words glossa ("tongues” or “languages"—
Acts 2:4, 11) and dialektos ("dialect"—Acts 2:6, 8) 
interchangeably. 
     Dialektos can refer to the language of a country or nation (glōssa 
is used more often) but usually refers to the specific dialect of a 
region or special district within a nation. It is used in the New 
Testament only by Luke primarily in connection with the various 
visitors on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2:6,8) and with Paul’s 
preaching to the people of Jerusalem (Acts 21:40; 22:2).  The word 
dialect refers to the local form of a language. The Apostles not only 



spoke principal human languages but dialects of those languages. 
     Pentecost was the first occurrence of speaking in tongues or 
languages and should thus be used to define the gift in other 
passages. Luke was writing to Theophilus that he might know the 
certainty concerning Christ and the Gospel. Therefore, Luke takes 
considerable pains to show Theophilus that the Apostles were 
speaking in distinct languages. 
     All other examples of tongue speaking should be viewed in the 
light of Pentecost since this is the clearest description of what 
occurred.

2.  Cornelius and His Household. 
     The second instance of speaking in tongues took place in 
Caesarea at the house of Cornelius, the pious Gentile.  Acts 10:44-48
(NASB) 44  While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy 
Spirit fell upon all those who were listening to the message. 45  All 
the circumcised believers who came with Peter were amazed, 
because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out on the 
Gentiles also. 46  For they were hearing them speaking with 
tongues and exalting God. Then Peter answered, 47  "Surely no one
can refuse the water for these to be baptized who have received the
Holy Spirit just as we did, can he?" 48  And he ordered them to be 
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. 
     Notice that when "the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who were 
listening to the message" they began to speak with tongues and 
magnify God. 
     That they were speaking a recognizable human, i.e., foreign 
languages is apparent for these reasons:

(a)  Luke uses the same Greek word glossa to describe this 
occurrence as he did at Pentecost (Acts 10:46; cf. Acts 2:4, 11). 
     It meant human language there, it should mean the same here, 
unless Luke indicated otherwise.

(b)  How did the Jews who accompanied Peter know that the 
Gentiles were magnifying God unless they could understand 
them? 
     There is no mention of anyone translating. They were obviously 



speaking an understandable human language.

(c)  In Peter's report to the Jerusalem church he said that the 
Gentiles had received "the like gift" (Acts 11:17) and that "the 
Holy Spirit fell on them, even as on us at the beginning" (Acts 
11:15).

(d)  This refers to Pentecost. 
     These two statements obviously mean that the Baptism in the 
Spirit was the same at the house of Cornelius as at Pentecost. The 
speaking in tongues then should have been the same. There is no 
evidence to the contrary.

3.  The twelve disciples at Ephesus. 
     The third and final instance of tongue speaking in Acts is the 
twelve disciples of John the Baptist at Ephesus (Acts 19:1-7). 
Paul preached to them Jesus and baptized them into Christ.  Acts 19:6
(NASB) 6  And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy 
Spirit came on them, and they began speaking with tongues and 
prophesying. 
     Luke again used the Greek word glossa as he did in the other two 
accounts. There is no logical reason to assume that the languages here
were any different from Pentecost and Cornelius.

B.    Tongue speaking in the Corinthian church. 
     The only mention of the gift of tongues in the Epistles is in 1 
Corinthians, chapters 12-14. There is little debate over the conclusion that
in Acts the tongues were intelligent languages. In Corinth, though, many 
believe that the tongue speaking was different. Some statements by Paul 
lead some scholars to think he is talking about ecstatic utterances rather 
than human languages. This is the position of  Pentecostal and tongue 
speakers today.

1. Supposed evidence for ecstatic utterances.
      Some of the arguments in favor of interpreting glossa in 1 Corinthians
14 as “unknown sounds” or "the language of ecstasy" [cf. 1 Corinthians
14:2-NEB 2When a man is using the language of ecstasy he is 
talking with God, not with men, for no man understands him; he is 



no doubt inspired, but he speaks mysteries.] are thought to be found 
in the text itself. 

The arguments are as follows:
(a)  The speech is addressed to God (verses 2, 28).
(b)  The speaker in the spirit speaks mysteries (verse 2).
(c)  The speaker edifies himself and not others (verse 4).
(d)  The  speaker's  understanding is  unfruitful (verse 14).
(e)  The speech was not understood by the hearers (verse 16).
(f)  Outsiders hearing the speech will think it is madness (verse 23).

     It is true that these arguments could fit ecstatic utterances and many 
non-tongue speakers accept this as a fact. However, these statements can
also fit speaking in a foreign language that is not understood by the 
hearers. 
     For example:
(1)  One with the gift of language would be speaking only to God if 
neither he nor his hearers understood the language.

(2)  One with this gift would be speaking by the power of the Holy 
Spirit since he had not learned the language through study.
     What he said would be both a mystery to him and his hearers since 
neither would understand the language [cf. 1 Corinthians 14:13 (NASB) 
13  Therefore let one who speaks in a tongue pray that he may interpret.] 

(3)   If no one understood what he was saying, he certainly would 
not be edifying anyone else. 
     The only edifying he could do would be for himself by the 
knowledge that God was using him to speak a foreign language.

(4)   The speaker's understanding would be unfruitful 
     (See 1 Corinthians 14:14) if he were not able to translate the 
language in which he was speaking. This seems to be the case in 
many instances (cf. 1 Corinthians 14:13, above).

(5)  When Paul states that "no one understands" (1 Corinthians
14:2) he is not saying that no man living could understand the 
tongues or that they were mere jargon.
     He means that no man present in the normative Corinthian 
assemblies understood them. Had speaking with tongues been mere 



hysterical "orgiastic" jargon, it certainly would not have bodied 
forth the mysteries of God, nor would it have edified the one 
speaking, nor could it have been interpreted by him or by others as 
Paul directs. Those who belittle the gift by construing it as a mere 
jargon approach dangerously near making Paul (and themselves 
likewise) criticize the Holy Spirit for giving such a senseless, 
abnormal gift. But those who read Paul correctly find that he is only 
censuring the abuse of the gift and not the nature of it.

(6)  If a brother were speaking in a tongue and a pagan came 
into the assembly who did not understand that language, he 
might well conclude that they were mad or insane.
     Every argument that is used to identify the Corinthian tongues 
with ecstatic utterances also fits foreign languages which were not 
learned by the speaker and not understood by the hearers. 

2. Evidence for human languages. 
     There are logical and weighty arguments that the tongue 
speaking in 1 Corinthians is the same as that found in the book of 
Acts.
     Much confusion has been caused by the King James Version 
translators who inserted the word "unknown" in 1 Corinthians 14 
(See 14:2, 4, 13, 14, 19, 27). It is in italics which means it is not in 
the original Greek. They inserted it in an effort to clarify the text. In 
this instance it has only confused it. The word "unknown" should 
not be in this chapter.

(a) Luke the companion of Paul wrote Acts (60-62 A.D.) after 
Paul had written 1 Corinthians (55-56 A.D.). Luke undoubtedly 
knew what was in 1 Corinthians either through reading it or by Paul's
teaching. Paul would have known what Luke wrote in Acts since they 
were together in Rome while Luke was writing. It hardly seems 
possible that these two men would have written about two entirely 
different things and yet used the same word glossa to describe both 
events. Since foreign languages definitely were spoken in Acts, then 
foreign languages must have been spoken in Corinthians. If this is 
not so why did Luke not use different phraseology to indicate the 



difference? 
     Dr. R. C. H. Lenski, the well known Lutheran scholar writes:

“Luke's description as given in the Acts is decisive for 
what Paul writes in Corinthians. This is reversed by some.
They seek to determine what happened in Corinth and then 
either square Luke's account with what they think occurred
at Corinth or posit two different gifts of tongues. Luke is 
the one who fully describes what the tongues are while Paul
takes for granted that his readers know what they are and 
therefore offers no description. Luke writes for a reader 
(Theophilus) who may never have heard of this gift, at 
least may never have seen this gift in operation. Paul writes 
for readers who have often heard members of their own 
congregation speak in tongues.”

     This makes sense. The tongue speaking in Corinth should be 
understood in the light of Acts and not in the opposite way.
If a word is used to describe a practice in the New Testament, it 
should always be taken to mean the same thing in other places 
unless the new context will not allow it.  

(b)  In dealing with the purpose of tongues, Paul quotes from 
Isaiah (28:1-12): "in the law it is written. By men of strange 
tongues and by the lips of strangers will I speak unto this people; and
not even thus will they hear me, saith the Lord" (cf. 1 Corinthians 
14:21). This prophecy dealt with the invasion of Israel and Judah by
the Assyrian nation (2 Kings 17-18). Isaiah is saying that if the 
Hebrews do not listen to God's voice and repent, then they would 
have to listen to the foreign languages of their conquerors. The point
here is that Isaiah is talking about a definite language—the Assyrian 
language. In verse 22 immediately following this quotation, Paul 
uses the word tongue as referring to the speaking in Corinth. It is the 
same Greek word glossa that is used in verse 21. If the word means 
foreign language in verse 21, it should also mean foreign language 
in verse 22.

(c)  Paul indicates in 1 Corinthians 14:5 that the speaking in 
tongues could edify the church if it were properly translated. 



     This would point to the conclusion that what was said was 
intelligent language that could be translated. This would be true of a 
normal, human language.

II.   THE PURPOSE FOR THE GIFT OF TONGUES

There are four purposes for the gift of tongues given in the New 
Testament.

A. Confirmation of the Gospel of Christ. 
     The first purpose for spiritual gifts which included the gift of 
tongues was the confirmation of the Gospel of Christ. Jesus said: 
Mark 16:17-18 (NASB) 17  "These signs will accompany those who 
have believed: in My name they will cast out demons, they will speak 
with new tongues; 18  they will pick up serpents, and if they drink any 
deadly poison, it will not hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, 
and they will recover." 
     Mark records that this promise was fulfilled: Mark 16:20 (NASB)
20  And they went out and preached everywhere, while the Lord 
worked with them, and confirmed the word by the signs that 
followed.] 

     This does not mean that every believer could do these things but 
rather that these are five of the miracles which were used to confirm 
the word preached. We find four of these occurring in Acts (Acts 
5:15-16; Acts 2:1 -4; Acts 28:1 -6; and Acts 19:11). The only one not 
mentioned in Acts is the drinking of poison.
     Further proof for the confirming power of spiritual gifts is in 
Hebrews: Hebrews 2:2-4 (NASB) 2  For if the word spoken through 
angels proved unalterable, and every transgression and disobedience
received a just penalty, 3  how will we escape if we neglect so great a 
salvation? After it was at the first spoken through the Lord, it was 
confirmed to us by those who heard, 4  God also testifying with them, 
both by signs and wonders and by various miracles and by gifts of the
Holy Spirit according to His own will.  
     Please note that the writer says the message "was confirmed" not 
"is being confirmed." He indicates that the message of the gospel 



had already been confirmed and established by the time of the writing 
of Hebrews. Dr. S. Lewis Johnson wrote:

“The gift of tongues is the gift of speaking in a known 
language for the purpose of confirming the authenticity of 
the message to the apostolic church.”

B.  Edification 
     Paul states in 1 Corinthians 14:12, that the purpose for any 
spiritual gift was edification. In verse 26, he says "let all things be 
done for edification."  This is a second purpose.

C.  A sign of the Baptism in the Holy Spirit
     It is obvious from both Pentecost and Cornelius that the gift of 
tongues was one of the main evidences for the Baptism in the Holy 
Spirit. It was not the only one but it was a main one. 

D.  A sign to Israel concerning the Messiah and His gospel
     There is considerable evidence to indicate that the gift of
tongues may have had a special significance and meaning for the
Jewish nation. Paul indicates in 1 Corinthians 14:21-22 that
tongues or languages were a sign to Israel in the past (Isa. 28:11-
12), and implies that the same was true in New Testament times.
     It is significant that of the three occasions of speaking in tongues
in the book of Acts, that two of them definitely apply to the Jews 
and the other may well have been. 
     On Pentecost the gift of tongues was used to convince the Jews 
that this phenomena was of God. 
     In the house of Cornelius, the baptism in the Holy Spirit and the
gift of tongues was for the purpose of convincing Peter and the six 
Jews that accompanied him that God had accepted the Gentiles, 
and so must they. 
     The only questionable example is the tongue speaking at 
Ephesus. The implication seems to be that the twelve men were 
Jews, since they were disciples of John the Baptist. If this be true, 
then the gift of tongues could very well have been for the purpose 
of convincing them that what Paul had preached to them 
concerning Christ was true. This purpose is not so clear in Corinth 
but it certainly seems to be a purpose in the book of Acts.



III.   SHOULD CHRISTIANS  EXPECT THE GIFT OF
TONGUES TODAY?

     Paul says in 1 Corinthians 13:8 (NASB) 8  if there are tongues,
they will cease.  Paul does not state exactly when but we believe 
that they ceased by the second century A.D. 

     The following evidence is presented in proof of this point:

A.  The need for the gift ceased. 
     The main purpose for which the gift of tongues was given was 
to confirm the revelation of God (See Mark 16:17, 20; Heb. 2:3-4).
Once a fact has been established and confirmed, it does not need to
be confirmed in each generation.
     When the Supreme Court establishes a certain principle of law, 
other courts do not have to reconfirm that. They simply refer to it 
as an established fact.
     The Apostle Paul, in speaking of the gospel says Hebrews 2:2-
4 (NASB) 2  For if the word spoken through angels proved 
unalterable, and every transgression and disobedience received a 
just penalty, 3  how will we escape if we neglect so great a 
salvation? After it was at the first spoken through the Lord, it was 
confirmed to us by those who heard, 4  God also testifying with 
them, both by signs and wonders and by various miracles and by 
gifts of the Holy Spirit according to His own will.
     Note that he says that it was already confirmed at the time of 
the writing of Hebrews. The gospel does not need miraculous 
powers to confirm it today. It just needs to be preached.

B.  The means of imparting these gifts are not present today. 
     The gift of tongues was given in two ways: first, it accompanied 
the baptism in the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:1-4; Acts 10:44-46). Second, 
it was imparted by the laying on of the Apostles' hands (Acts 19:1-
6).
     The Baptism in the Holy Spirit was given twice, to the Apostles 
on Pentecost, and to the household of Cornelius (Acts 2; Acts 10). 
The Baptism in the Holy Spirit was never promised to any others. 



There is no record of it being received by others. It was an 
initiatory act on Pentecost and was given when the Jews were 
initiated into the church. At Caesarea the baptism was given when the 
Gentiles were initiated into the Lord's church. There is no reason to 
expect this miraculous outpouring today. By the same token we do 
not expect the gift of tongues which accompanied the baptism in the
Spirit.
     It is quite obvious that the Apostles are not here today to impart 
the gift of tongues. The person claiming this gift today must explain 
how he has received it contrary to the way it was received in the New
Testament.

C.  The gift of tongues was needed in the infancy of the church. 
     In 1 Corinthians 13:11, Paul implies that these special helps were 
to assist the church in its infancy. But that as a child lays aside his 
toys when he becomes a man, even so should these special helps be 
laid aside for the mature graces of faith, hope, and love (1 
Corinthians 13:13).

D.  The gift of tongues has not been promised to us today.
     There is no promise in the New Testament that we are to receive 
it. We are not told to expect it nor to make any effort to obtain. In 
New Testament times Paul states that the Spirit distributed gifts as He
willed (1 Corinthians 12:11). God made the decision to whether 
He gave them and to whom He gave them. This leaves it entirely 
within God's will and wisdom.
     We would not be so brash as to say that God could not give men 
these miraculous gifts today. God has the right to do anything He 
wishes. It is within God's power to bring these miraculous gifts back 
to the church if His wisdom so dictates. All we are saying is that as 
far as we can see from the New Testament, the need for the gift of 
tongues has ceased and the means of imparting them has also 
ceased. 

E.  What is the source of tongue speaking today?

     Since God has not given any direct promise, then we do not 



expect them. Before we would conclude that God has restored this 
gift to the church today, we would ask for clear proof that this gift is 
of God and not from some other source.
     Paul said: "if there are tongues, they will cease" (1 Corinthians 
13:8). We believe they have.



Review 

1. List the three cases of tongue speaking in Acts.

a.    ____________________________________________

b.    ____________________________________________

c.    ____________________________________________

2. What  was tongue speaking in Acts? ______________

3.    Give three proofs that the gift of tongues in the New 
Testament was human language.

a.    ______________________________________________

b.    ______________________________________________

4. List three purposes for the gift of tongues.

a.    _____________________________________________

b.    _____________________________________________

c.    _____________________________________________



5. Give three proofs that the gift of tongues is not present today.

a.    _____________________________________________

b.   _____________________________________________

c.    _____________________________________________


