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What  the  Bible  Says  About Baptism  in  the  Holy  Spirit

What  is  the  Baptism  in  the  Holy  Spirit?  In the New Testament it
is when the Holy Spirit manifests Himself to a group of individuals and 
they begin speaking in foreign languages which they do not know.  It is 
distinguished from being given the gift of the Holy Spirit which takes 
place with Christian baptism. Acts 2:38 (NASB) 38  Peter said to them, 
"Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

Some  people erroneously think  that  it  is  another  name  for  
conversion.  For example, John  F.  Walvoord  says  in  his  book.  The  
Holy  Spirit: 

“Salvation  and  baptism  coextensive.  One  of  the  
prevailing  misconceptions  of  the  baptism  of  the  Holy  Spirit
is  the  notion  that  it  is  a  special  ministration  enjoyed  by  
only  a  few  Christians.  On  the  contrary,  the  Scriptures  
make  it  plain  that  every  Christian  is  baptized  by  the  Holy  
Spirit  at  the  moment  of  salvation.  Salvation  and  baptism  
are  therefore  coextensive,  and  it  is  impossible  to  be  saved  
without  this  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit.” (DeWelt.  Don.  The  
Power  of  the  Holy  Spirit. Vol. 1, p.  40.  
http://www.orcuttchristian.org/page31.html)

Another  example is Theodore  Epp, who wrote:  
"Every  believer  in  Christ  was  baptized  by  the  Holy  

Spirit  into  the  Body  of  Christ  the  moment  he  believed."  
(Theodore Epp.  The  Other  Comforter.  (The  Good  News  
Broadcasting  Association,  Inc.,  1966),  p.  72.)  
The  proof-text  most  often  used  to  support  this  view  is  1 

Corinthians 12:13 (NASB) 13  For by one Spirit we were all baptized 
into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we 
were all made to drink of one Spirit. 

Many conclude that Paul and Luke were talking about the same 
thing when they used the word “baptism” and connected it to the 
Holy Spirit — in other words, that the baptism by the Spirit in 1 
Corinthians 12:13 and the baptism with the Holy Spirit in Acts 2 
were the same. Many very able scholars and teachers still make 
that connection.  But as this study will show, this is not the case.  It is 
exceedingly clear in 1 Corinthians 12:13, as well as in the surrounding 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%2012.13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%2012.13
http://www.orcuttchristian.org/page31.html


context, that Paul does not have in mind here any kind of special baptism 
or any kind of special spiritual experience available only to a certain 
group of believers. The baptism to which Paul refers is one that was 
experienced by every believer in the church of God at Corinth.

The  meaning  is  that  the  Holy  Spirit  was  the  agent  that  
convicted  us  of  sin  and  led  us  to  obedience  in  baptism.  Through  
that  act  we  were  brought  into  the  body  of  Christ,  the  Church,  and  
received  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit  as  Peter  promised  Acts 2:38 
(NASB) 38  Peter said to them, "Repent, and each of you be 
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your 
sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

The  baptism  in  the  Holy  Spirit  is  not  synonymous  with  
conversion.  There  are  only  two  experiences  in  the  New  Testament  
that  are  designated  baptism  in  the  Spirit:  Acts  2:1-4,  the  outpouring
of  the  Spirit  on  Pentecost;  and  Acts  10:44-46,  the  second  
outpouring  of  the  Spirit  on  the  Gentiles  in  the  house  of  Cornelius.  
Please  read  Acts  1:4-5,  and  Acts  11:15-16  for  confirmation  of  this.  
When  we  speak  of  the  baptism  in  the  Holy  Spirit  in  this  study,  
we  will  be  referring  to  those  two  events.

I.  THE  PROMISE  OF  THE  BAPTISM  IN  THE  HOLY SPIRIT

A.  Joel  prophesied  it.  

Joel 2:28 (NASB)  28  "It will come about after this That I will pour 
out My Spirit on all mankind.  On  the  day  of  Pentecost,  Peter  
explained  the  wonderful happenings  in Acts 2:16 (NASB) 16  but this 
is what was spoken of through the prophet Joel.  

This  was  the  beginning  of  the  “Age  of the  Holy  Spirit.”

B.  John  the  Baptist  predicted  it. 

John’s prediction of the baptism of the Holy Spirit occurs in all four 
Gospels (Matthew 3:11; Mark 1:8; Luke 3:16; John 1:26).  
Matthew’s account is the most complete.

Matthew 3:11 (NASB) 11  "As for me, I baptize you with water for 
repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, and I am 



not fit to remove His sandals; He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and
fire.   

John  did  not  say  when this  baptism  would  occur  or  who  would
receive  it.  He  simply  said that  Jesus  would  baptize  with  the  Holy  
Spirit  and  fire.  The  word "fire"  in  Matthew  3:10-12  symbolizes  
judgment.  Read the context and note that  the unfruitful  tree  is  burned  
with  fire  (v.  10),  likewise  the  chaff  (v.12).  Obviously  the  baptism  
of  fire  in  v.  11,  refers  to  the  judgment of  God  on  those  who  reject  
Christ  and  the  Gospel, which is confirmed by 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9 
(NASB) 7  the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His mighty 
angels in flaming fire, 8  dealing out retribution to those who do not know
God and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9  These 
will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the 
Lord and from the glory of His power.

C.  Jesus  Promised  the  Baptism  in  the  Holy  Spirit.  

Luke 24:49 (NASB) 49  "And behold, I am sending forth the 
promise of My Father upon you; but you are to stay in the city until you 
are clothed with power from on high."  Jesus  reminded  His  Apostles  
just  before  the  ascension,  Acts 1:8 (NASB) 8  but you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My 
witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to 
the remotest part of the earth."   The  apostles  were  to  wait  for  the  
"power" before  they  began  preaching  the  Gospel, and they did wait in 
Jerusalem.  

II.  THE  PROMISE  FULFILLED

Just  before  the  ascension  of  Christ,  Jesus  spoke to  the  Apostles, 
Acts 1:4-5 (NASB) 4  Gathering them together, He commanded 
them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Father had 
promised, "Which," He said, "you heard of from Me; 5  for John 
baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit 
not many days from now."   Since  Jesus  had  been  on  the  earth  forty 
days  after  His  resurrection  (Acts  1:3),  it  was  only  ten  days  until  
Pentecost, the  day  the  Holy  Spirit  came  (Acts  2:1-4).  



A.  The Example on Pentecost

The first example  of  the  baptism  in  the  Holy  Spirit occurred in 
Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost.

1.  Characteristics  of  the  Baptism.
  

Jesus  had  told  the  apostles  to  wait  in  Jerusalem, and they did.  In
Joel it is the Holy Spirit who is poured out.  But Peter says Christ poured 
out this “which you now see and hear.”  The baptism of the Holy 
Spirit cannot, therefore, be isolated from the phenomena that 
accompanied the outpouring. 

When the baptism of the Holy Spirit takes place, observable 
signs are present.  When  the  Holy  Spirit came  it  was  announced  
and  made  known  by  three  observable  manifestations.

(a)  Sound.  

Acts 2:2 (NASB) 2  And suddenly there came from heaven a noise 
like a violent rushing wind, and it filled the whole house where they were 
sitting.  The  sound  was not  wind,  but  it  sounded  like  a  great  wind, 
perhaps  like  the  roar of  a  tornado.  The  Greek  word  “echos” means 
noise, sound, and is  used in  Luke  21:25  to  describe  the  roar  of  the  
sea.  The  sound  "came from  heaven”  and  as  it  neared  earth  became  
louder  until  it reached  its  climax  in  the  temple  where  the  apostles  
were.

Luke  says  it filled the whole house where they were sitting;  "as  a  
bath  is  filled  with  water,  that  they  might  be  baptized  with  the  Holy 
Ghost,  in  fulfillment  of  Acts  1:5"  (A.T. Robertson,  Word Pictures In 
The New Testament ).

The  obvious  purpose  for  the  sound  was  to  announce  the  
coming  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  to  bring  the  people  to  the  temple.  
This  purpose  was  accomplished, Acts 2:6 (NASB) 6  And when this 
sound occurred, the crowd came together.  The  Lord  wanted  a  large
crowd  when  His  apostles  preached  the  first  Gospel  message!



(b)  Light.  

Acts 2:3 (NASB) 3  And there appeared to them tongues as of fire 
distributing themselves, and they rested on each one of them.  The  
audible sign, the  sound,  was  followed  by  a  visible  one, light.  It  was  
not fire,  but  it  was  a  bright  light  that  looked  like  fire.  In  the  Old 
Testament  fire  had  been  to  the  Jews,  a  symbol  of  the  Divine 
presence.  For  example,  God  appeared  to  Moses  in  the  burning bush, 
and  on  Mt.  Sinai  in  fire  (Exodus  3:2;  Deuteronomy  5:4;  see  also  
the pillar  of  fire  that  led  Israel in Exodus  13:21).  The devout Jews 
who observed this would understand that this  brilliant  light  would 
emphasize  God's  presence  that  day.

In  addition  to  symbolizing  God's  presence  in  the  Spirit,  the  
light  also  pointed  out  the  apostles  and  made  the  multitude  aware  of 
them.  The  Greek  word  for  "distributing" (diamerizō ) means  to  
"separate into parts.” The  light  apparently  appeared  from  heaven  in  
one  shaft  of  light,  then  divided  itself  and  pointed  a  fiery  finger  of  
light  at  the  head  of  each  apostle.  With  this  heavenly  "spotlight"  
shining  on  the apostles,  every  one  should  have  been  aware  that  
these  men  were  God's  men!

(c)  Languages.  

Acts 2:3-6 (NASB) 3  And there appeared to them tongues as of fire 
distributing themselves, and they rested on each one of them. 4  And they 
were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues,
as the Spirit was giving them utterance. 5  Now there were Jews living in 
Jerusalem, devout men from every nation under heaven. 6  And when this
sound occurred, the crowd came together, and were bewildered because 
each one of them was hearing them speak in his own language. 

The apostles began  began to speak with other tongues.  The Greek 
word for tongues is glossa,  which is used of languages.  The  Spirit  
empowered  the  apostles  to  speak  in  languages  they  had  never  
studied.  This  was  the  miracle.  This  bewildered  the  Jews  who  were  
present  from  nations  all  over  the  Mid-East  and  Europe.  Acts 2:7-11 
(NASB) 7  They were amazed and astonished, saying, "Why, are not all 
these who are speaking Galileans? 8  "And how is it that we each hear 



them in our own language to which we were born? 9  "Parthians and 
Medes and Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10  Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and 
the districts of Libya around Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews 
and proselytes, 11  Cretans and Arabs—we hear them in our own 
tongues speaking of the mighty deeds of God."   The  apostles  were  
speaking  known  languages.  They  were  understood  by  those  who  
knew  the  languages.  It  had  to  be  a  miracle  of  God!

These  three  phenomena—sound,  light,  and  languages  were  
given  

(1) to  call  the  people  together,
(2) center  their  attention  on  the  apostles,  and 
(3) make  them  realize  that  this  was  from  God.   This  prepared  

them  for  Peter's  sermon  (Acts  2:14-36).

2.  Who  received  the  Baptism  in  the  Spirit?  

Some  believe  that  the  one  hundred  and  twenty  mentioned  in  
Acts  1:15,  received  it.  Others  say  only  the  twelve  apostles received
it, which is substantiated by a Greek rule of interpretation known as the 
Granville Sharp Rule:

“The Granville Sharp Rule says the fact that the 
antecedent of any pronoun is found by referring back to 
the nearest noun with which it agrees in person, number 
and case.”  This principle of semantics holds true in all 
languages.  

The Pentecostal Movement has pushed the idea that Acts 1:15 is a 
proof text that on the day of Pentecost there were 120 persons who 
were baptized in the Holy Spirit. But that is clearly not the case.  
The Granville Sharp rule clinches the argument of the baptism of 
only the apostles in the Holy Spirit.  Whenever certain persons are 
specified in a promise to be the recipients of that promise this 
specification excludes all others.   

Note  the following  facts:



(a)  Jesus  promised  it  to  the  Twelve  

Acts 1:1-5 (NASB) 1  The first account I composed, Theophilus, 
about all that Jesus began to do and teach, 2  until the day when He was 
taken up to heaven, after He had by the Holy Spirit given orders to the 
apostles whom He had chosen. 3  To these He also presented Himself 
alive after His suffering, by many convincing proofs, appearing to them 
over a period of forty days and speaking of the things concerning the 
kingdom of God. 4  Gathering them together, He commanded them not to 
leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Father had promised, "Which," 
He said, "you heard of from Me; 5  for John baptized with water, but you 
will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now." 

In  verse  5,  Jesus  said,  "you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit 
not many days from now."  Who  are  the  "you"  Jesus  was  addressing?  
The  subject  of  the  pronoun  "you"  is  in  verse  2 "the apostles."  No  
mention  is  made  of  the  one  hundred  and  twenty.

(b)  The  "they"  in  Acts  2:1  refers  to  the  apostles.  

Acts 2:1 (NASB) 1  When the day of Pentecost had come, they were 
all together in one place. The  grammatical  rule  is  that  a  pronoun  
refers  back  to  the  last  subject  mentioned  unless  for  some  reason  
clearly  stated  in  the  text  it  would  go  back  to  a  previous  subject.  In  
this  scripture  the  last  subject  is  "the apostles" as is seen in Acts  1:26.

In  the  original  Greek  there  were  no  chapter  or  verse  divisions  
like  we  have  today.  It  reads  like  this:  "1:26  And they drew lots for
them, and the lot fell to Matthias; and he was added to the eleven 
apostles. 2:1  When the day of Pentecost had come, they were 
all together in one place.”  The  "they" is clearly  speaking  of  the  
twelve  apostles.

(c)  Only  the  twelve  are  mentioned  in  Acts  2:14

Acts 2:14 (NASB) 14  But Peter, taking his stand with the eleven.  If  
the  one  hundred  and  twenty  received  the  Baptism  why  are  only  the 
twelve  mentioned  here?



(d)  The  convicted  Jews  addressed  their  questions  to  the  
Apostles. 
 

Acts 2:37 (NASB) 37  Now when they heard this, they were pierced 
to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, "Brethren, 
what shall we do?"  Why  mention  only  the  apostles,  if  all  one  
hundred  and  twenty  were  present?  The  evidence  would  indicate  that 
only  the  Apostles  received  the  baptism  in  the  Holy  Spirit  on  
Pentecost.

3.  Why  is  this  manifestation  of  the  Spirit  called  a  "Baptism"? 
 

A  brief  review  of  the  apostles'  actions  on  Pentecost  will  reveal  
why.  Acts 2:4 (NASB) 4  And they were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit was 
giving them utterance.  When  they  were  "filled"  the  Spirit  took  
over  their  spirits,  minds,  and  bodies.

The  word  baptism,  literally  means  "immersion."   So why is this 
manifestation of the Spirit called “baptism?”  You read above that the 
Apostles were to stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on 
high."  To be “clothed” is to be covered.  In baptism they are covered with
water.  The apostles were  immersed  in  the  Spirit.  

"As  the  body,  when  baptized  in  water,  is  sunk  beneath  its  
surface  and  completely  overwhelmed,  so  their  spirits  were  
completely  under  the  control  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  their  very  
words  being  his  and  not  theirs.  The  metaphor  is  justified  
by  the  absolute  power  which  the  divine  Spirit  exerted  
upon  their  spirits.  Such  is  not  the  case  with  the  ordinary  
influences  of  the  Spirit,  consequently  these  are  not  styled  
baptisms  in  the  Spirit." (J.  W. McGarvey,  New  Commentary
on  Acts  of  Apostles.  p. 23-24.  
(http://www.orcuttchristian.org/page31.html)
In  only  two  instances  is  the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  called  a  

"baptism":  Pentecost  and  the  outpouring  of  the  Spirit  on  Cornelius  
(Acts  1:5;  11:16).  In  both  cases  the  Spirit  overwhelmed  those  
receiving  His  power.  



B.  The  case  of  Cornelius  Baptized  in  the  Spirit  in  Acts  10 & 11.

God  had  said  through  the  prophet  Joel,  "I  will  pour  out  my  
Spirit  on  all  mankind"  (Joel  2:28).  This  evidently  meant  
representatives  of  all  mankind,  since  He  does  not  give  His  Spirit  to 
unbelievers  (John  14:17).  In  the  days  of  Jesus,  Jews  and  Gentiles  
constituted  "all  mankind."  Those  who  were  not  Jews  were  Gentiles. 
Proselytes  to  Judaism  were  considered  Jews.

At  Pentecost  the  Jews  received  the  Spirit.  The  Apostles  were  
Jews.  Ten  years  later,  Cornelius, and his “household” who were  
Gentiles  received  the  Baptism  in  the  Holy  Spirit  (Acts  10).  Now  
"all  mankind"  had  received  the  Holy  Spirit.

1.  Manner  of  receiving  the  Baptism.  

God  sent  an angel  to  this  devout  Roman  soldier  to  instruct  him 
to  Acts 11:13-14 (NASB) 13  Send to Joppa and have Simon, who is also 
called Peter, brought here; 14  and he will speak words to you by which 
you will be saved, you and all your household.'   In Acts 10:10-18, God  
sent  Peter  a  vision  of  the unclean  animals,  and  then  directed  him  by
the  Spirit,  to Acts 10:20 (NASB) 20  "But get up, go downstairs and 
accompany them without misgivings, for I have sent them Myself." 

Peter  went  and  preached  to  Cornelius  and  his  friends.  Acts 
10:44-45 (NASB) 44  While Peter was still speaking these words, 
the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who were listening to the 
message. 45  All the circumcised believers who came with Peter 
were amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured 
out on the Gentiles also.  Acts 11:15-17 (NASB) 15  "And as I 
began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as He did upon 
us at the beginning. 16  "And I remembered the word of the Lord, 
how He used to say, 'John baptized with water, but you will be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit.' 17  "Therefore if God gave to them 
the same gift as He gave to us also after believing in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who was I that I could stand in God's way?" 

 
2.  Evidence  that  this  was  the  Baptism  in  the  Holy Spirit.  

We  have  stated  that  there  are  only  two  instances  of  baptism  in  
the  Holy  Spirit, on  Pentecost, and here.  Jesus  told  the Apostles  Acts 



1:5 (NASB) 5  you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many 
days from now."  We  know  that  what  occurred  on  Pentecost was  a  
baptism  in  the  Holy  Spirit  because  Jesus  said  it  was!

Consider  this  proof  that  the  event  at  Cornelius'  house  was  also
a  baptism:

(a)  It  came  directly  from  heaven.  
Luke  said  that "the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who were 

listening",  and  "the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out on the 
Gentiles also"  (Acts  10:44-45;  cf.  Acts  2:2).

(b)  It  was  immediately  known  to  be  the  Baptism in  the  Holy  
Spirit.  

The  six Jewish Christians  with  Peter  were  amazed  that  the  
Gentiles  had  also  received  this  baptism  like  the  Jews  had.  The 
various  ways  by  which  they  recognized  it  is  not  stated.  The  
speaking  in  languages  was  a  chief  one  (Acts  10:4b).  It  is  doubtful  
that  the  sound  and  light  were  present  since  there  was  no  need  to  
assemble  a  crowd  or  identify  Peter  (Acts  10:33).

(c)  It  reminded  Peter  of  the  Promise  of  the  Baptism  in  the  Holy
Spirit.  

"16  "And I remembered the word of the Lord, how He used to say, 
'John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.'"  
(Acts  11:16).  If  this  were  not  a  baptism,  why  would  he  be  
reminded  of  it?

(d)  Peter  said  it  was  the  same  as  Pentecost. 
 "And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as He 

did upon us at the beginning."  (Acts  11:15).
Other  than  the  absence  of  the  sound  and  light  this  

manifestation  of  the  Holy  Spirit  is  the  same  as  Pentecost  (Acts  2:1-
4).  These  are  the  only  two  instances that  are  called  "baptism  in  the  
Holy  Spirit."  They  are  the  only  two  that  have  the  same  
characteristics  and  therefore  should  be  called  "baptisms."  This  should
be  convincing  proof  that  what  occurred  in  the  house  of  Cornelius  
was  the  Baptism  in  the  Holy  Spirit.



III.  THE  PURPOSE  FOR  THE  BAPTISM  IN  THE  HOLY 
SPIRIT

A.  Purpose  of  the  Baptism  on Pentecost. 
 
Jesus  gave  the  purpose  for  the  Holy  Spirit  being  given  to  the  
Apostles  in Acts 1:8 (NASB) 8  but you will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part 
of the earth."    Simply  stated,  the  apostles  were  baptized  in  the  
Holy  Spirit  to  empower  and  equip  them  to  do  the  work  
Jesus  gave  them  to  do.  That  was:  
(1)  to  witness  to  Christ's  Resurrection  and  the  salvation  in  
Him,  and  
(2)  to  establish  and  lead  the  Lord's  Church  which  began  on  
Pentecost. 
 
Here  are  some  of  the  specific  reasons:

1.  To  give  them  power  for  teaching.  
Jesus  told  the  apostles  in  the  upper  room  John 14:26 (NASB) 

26  But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My
name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your 
remembrance all that I said to you.   The  apostles  were  the  divinely 
inspired  teachers  of  the  church  (See  Acts  2:42;  6:2-4).  The  Holy  
Spirit  empowered  them.  He  did  it  in  two  ways:  
(a)  He  enabled  them  to  recall  the  teachings  Jesus  had  given  them; 
and  
(b)  He  revealed  new  truths  which  Jesus  had  not  had  time  to  teach  
them  (See  John  16:12-13).  This  is  why  the  church  Acts 2:42 
(NASB) 42  They were continually devoting themselves to the 
apostles' teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and 
to prayer. 

In  addition  to  their  personal  teaching,  they  were  empowered  to  
write  the  New  Testament  for  our  instruction  today.



2.  Power  to  perform  miracles  to  confirm  the  Word.  

In  Mark  16:17  several  miracles  are  listed  which  the  apostles  
and  early  Christians  would  do.  In  verse  20  the  purpose  for  the  
miracles  is  given.  Mark 16:20 (NASB) 20  And they went out and 
preached everywhere, while the Lord worked with them, and 
confirmed the word by the signs that followed.] [And they promptly
reported all these instructions to Peter and his companions. And 
after that, Jesus Himself sent out through them from east to west 
the sacred and imperishable proclamation of eternal salvation.] 

The  miracles  performed  by  the  Power  of  the  Spirit  proved  
these  men  to  be  God's  messengers.

3.  Power  to  impart  spiritual  gifts  to  others.  

In  addition  to  the  miraculous  powers  the  apostles  personally  
possessed,  they  were  able  to  impart  special  powers  to  others.  Peter  
and  John  laid  their  hands  on  the  Samaritan  Christians  and  they  
received  special  powers  (Acts  8:14-19).  Paul  did  the  same  to  the  
men  at  Ephesus  and  they  received  the  gifts  of  tongues  and  
prophecy  (Acts  19:1-7).  There  is  no  clear  evidence  of  anyone  
except  the  apostles  having  such  powers.  It  would  seem  to  be  part  
of  the  "power"  given  them  through  the  Baptism  in  the  Holy  Spirit, 
which ended upon the death of the Apostle John, the last of the Apostles.

4.  Power  to  establish,  lead,  and  discipline  the  church.  

In  summary,  the  Holy  Spirit  gave  the  apostles  whatever  power  
they  needed  to  establish  the  church  on  Pentecost  and  lead  it  through
its  formative  years.  The  apostles  guided  the  infant  church  in  
worship  (Acts  2:42;  20:7);  and  in  church  organization-—selection  of 
deacons,  then  elders  (Acts  6:1-7;  14:23;  11:30).  Through  them  God  
administered  corrective  discipline—like  the  death  of  Ananias  and  
Sapphira  (Acts  5:1-11).  The  apostles  maintained  a  certain  supervision
over  the  expanding  church.  Peter  and  John  were  sent  to  Samaria,  
and  Barnabas  was  sent  to  Antioch.  They  were  to  approve  the  
developments  and  lend  a  helping  hand  (Acts  8:14-17;  i  1:1-26).



The  Holy  Spirit  was  a  true  Helper  to  the  Apostles  by  
furnishing  the  wisdom  and  power  to  do  their  work  of  Kingdom
building.

B.  Purpose  of  the  Baptism  to  Cornelius.  

The  case  of  Cornelius  is  unique.  It  is  the  only  instance  in  the  
New  Testament  of  the  Holy  Spirit  being  given  to  a  non-Christian.  
God had  a  special  reason  for  this  exception.  In  order  to  understand  
it,  the  relation  of  Jews  to  Gentiles  must  be  understood.  For  ten  
years  the  church  was  composed  of  only Jews  and  proselytes.  When  
the  church  began  the  apostles  and  evangelists  preached  only  to  
Jews;  race  wise  it  was  a  Jewish  church.  Christ  had  died  for  all  but  
all  were  not  hearing  the  good  news of  His  atoning  death.

The  Jews'  prejudice  against  the  Gentiles  constituted  a  serious  
race  problem.  A  Jew  would  not  enter  a  Gentile's  home,  nor  let  one  
enter  his.  If  he  touched  a  Gentile  in  the  market  place  he  took  a  
bath  when  he  reached  home.  He  did  not  speak  to  one  unless  
absolutely  necessary.  To  sit  down  and  eat  with  a  Gentile  was  
unthinkable  to  a  devout  Jew.

To  correct  this  sad  situation  God  did  four  things  to  bring  about 
the  conversion  of  the  Gentiles.  

First  He  sent  an  angel  to  tell  Cornelius  to  send  for  the  apostle 
Peter.  

Second, He  gave  a  vision  to  Peter  to  teach  him  not  to  consider
any  man  "common  or  unclean."  

Third, The  Holy  Spirit  then  commanded  Peter  to  go  with  the  
men  from  Cornelius.  

Fourth, for  the  final  convincing  act  God  baptized  Cornelius  and
his  Gentile  friends  in  the  Holy  Spirit  (Acts  10:1-48).

It  may  be  asked,  "but  why  the  overwhelming  gift  of  the  
Baptism?"  The  answer  is  that  anything  less  would  not  have  
convinced  the  Jews  to  fully  accept  the  Gentiles  as  Christians.  They  
would  have  looked  upon  the  Gentiles  as  "second  rate"  Christians.  
(Some  did  anyway—See  Acts  15).  Peter  made  clear  the  equality  of 
the  Gentiles  at  the  Conference  on  Circumcision  when: Acts 15:7-9 
(NASB) 7  After there had been much debate, Peter stood up and 



said to them, "Brethren, you know that in the early days God made
a choice among you, that by my mouth the Gentiles would hear the
word of the gospel and believe. 8  "And God, who knows the heart, 
testified to them giving them the Holy Spirit, just as He also did to 
us; 9  and He made no distinction between us and them, cleansing 
their hearts by faith. 

This  fact  is  further  confirmed  by  the  reaction  of  the  church  in  
Jerusalem  when  Peter  defended  himself  for  preaching  to  Cornelius.  
In  his  defense  (Acts  11:1-18)  Peter  relates  the  four  things  God  did  
to  convince  him  and  concludes,  Acts 11:17 (NASB) 17  "Therefore 
if God gave to them the same gift as He gave to us also after 
believing in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could stand in 
God's way?" 

Peter  concluded  that  God's  will  was  so  clear  in  this  matter,  that
he  would  have  been  resisting  God,  not  to  have  baptized  Cornelius  
into  Christ.  The  other  leaders  Acts 11:18 (NASB) 18  When they heard 
this, they quieted down and glorified God, saying, "Well then, God has 
granted to the Gentiles also the repentance that leads to life." 

The  purpose  for  the  Baptism  in  the  Holy  Spirit  to  Cornelius  
was  to  convince  the  Jews  that  the  Gentiles  were  to  hear  the  Gospel 
and  be  saved  also.

IV.  DO  CHRISTIANS  RECEIVE  THE  BAPTISM  IN  THE 
HOLY  SPIRIT  TODAY?

The  answer  would  be  No,  the  New  Testament  does  not  
promise  the  Baptism  in  the  Spirit  to  Christians  today.  Here  are  the  
facts  regarding  this:

A.  When  Christ  was  on  earth  he  did  not  promise  the  
Baptism  in  the  Holy  Spirit  to  all  Christians—only  to  the  
Apostles.

In  Acts 1:4-5 (NASB) 4  He commanded them not to leave 
Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Father had promised, "Which," He 
said, "you heard of from Me; 5  for John baptized with water, but you will 
be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now."  The  "you"  



refers  to  the  apostles  in verse  2.  There  is  no  indication  that  he  was  
talking  to  anyone  else when  he  made  this  promise.  Cornelius  was  
baptized  in  the  Holy Spirit  but  had  not  been  promised  the  gift  he  
received.  Jesus  is the  administrator  of  baptism  in  the  Holy  Spirit.  He
alone  decides who  receives  it.  If  he  so  wishes  he  can  baptize  
anyone  in  the  Holy Spirit  in  any  age.  But,  in  the  New  Testament  he
did  not  promise it  to  anyone  except  the  apostles.

B.  Jesus  gave  no  conditions  for  receiving  the  Baptism.  

In order  to  receive  the  Holy  Spirit  as  an  indwelling  Presence,  
Peter said  there  were  conditions  to  be  met.  He  said  to  the  people  
who believed  in  Jesus  on the day of Pentecost,  Acts 2:38 (NASB) 38

 "Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit.

But  no  such  instructions  were  given  for  the  Baptism  in  the  
Holy  Spirit.  The  only  instruction  given  the  apostles  was  Luke 24:49
(NASB) 49  you are to stay in the city [Jerusalem] until you are clothed 
with power from on high." 

Nothing  they  did  or  said  could  in  one  iota  affect  the  matter  of  
the  coming  of  the  Spirit.  They  were  told  to “stay,” which  only  
meant  that  they  were  not  to  attempt  any  work  of  'witnessing'  (Acts  
1:8)  until  the  Holy  Spirit  came  to  enable  them.  They devoted their 
time to prayer (1:14).  The  coming  of  the  Spirit,  was by  the  divine  
'promise  (Luke  24:49),  at  a  divinely  scheduled  time  (Acts  2:1),  at 
a  divinely  designated  place  (Joel  2:32),  in  accordance  with  Old  
Testament  type  (Lev.  23:15-22).  

It happened to the right people (the apostles), at the right time 
(not many days after Jesus made his promise) and in the right 
place (Jerusalem). 

Had  they  been  tarrying  in  any  other  place  except  Jerusalem,  
where  they  were  told  to  wait,  they  would  not  have  received  the  
promise. Joel 2:32 (NASB) 32  "And it will come about that whoever 
calls on the name of the LORD Will be delivered; For on Mount Zion and
in Jerusalem There will be those who escape, As the LORD has said, 
Even among the survivors whom the LORD calls. 



C.  The  purposes  for  which  the  Baptism  was  given  have
been  fulfilled.  

The  purposes  can  be  summarized  under  three heading:  
(1)  To  empower  the  apostles  for  the  special  work  they had  

been  called  to  do  for  Christ;
(2) To  provide  divine  credentials for  the  apostles  as  God's  

spokesmen;
(3) To  convince  the  Jews  that  the Gentiles  were  also  included 

in  the  Scheme  of  Redemption. 
These purposes  have  been  fulfilled,  therefore,  we  conclude  that 

the  special  measure  of  the  Spirit  called  the  Baptism  is  not  
needed  or extended  to  Christians  today.

D.  Paul  states  that  there  is  only  ONE  Baptism.  

Ephesians 4:4-5 (NASB) 4  There is one body and one Spirit, just 
as also you were called in one hope of your calling; 5  one Lord, one faith,
one baptism,   Paul  wrote this seven-fold summary of the Christian Faith 
in his Letter  to  Ephesus  about  a.d. 62-63.  At  that  time  there  was  one 
baptism  in  the  church.  What was  it? 

Five  baptisms  are  mentioned  in  the  New  Testament.  They are: 
(1)  John's  Baptism—a  literal  act  performed  by  John  preparing  the  
way  for  Jesus  (Luke  7:29-30).  
(2)  Baptism  of  suffering—used  figuratively—of  Jesus'  suffering  and
death  (Mark 10:38-39).  
(3)  Baptism  of  fire—figuratively—referring  to  the punishment  of  
the  wicked  (Matthew  3:11-12).  
(4)  Baptism  in  the Holy Spirit  (Acts  1:4-5; 10:44).  
(5)  Great  Commission  or  Christian Baptism—a  literal  immersion  in
water  of  a  penitent  believer  in Christ  (Matthew  28:19-20;  Acts  2:38).

Which  one  of  these  would  be  so  vital  and  permanent  as  to  be  
called  by  Paul  the  "one  baptism?"  

John's  baptism  fulfilled  its  purpose  when  Jesus  came,  and  was  
replaced  by  His  new  command:  Matthew 28:19-20 (NASB) 19

 "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 20



 teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am 
with you always, even to the end of the age." 

Describing  suffering  as  a  baptism  would  hardly  place  it  in  this  
highly  important  position.  

The  baptism  of  fire  is  for  the  wicked,  and  would  not  be  listed  
in  this  seven-fold summary  of  the  Christian  Faith.  

This  leaves  Holy  Spirit  and  Christian  baptism.  
Any  serious  student  of  the  Word  knows  that  Christian  or  

believer's  baptism  is  a  permanent  ordinance  in  the  church.  
That  being  true,  then  baptism  in  the  Holy  Spirit  obviously  

fulfilled  it's  purpose  on  Pentecost  and  in  the  house  of  Cornelius  and
was  canceled out.  This  leaves  Jesus'  Great  Commission  baptism  as  
the  "one  baptism"  Paul  had  in  mind.

V.      THE  NEED  FOR  USING  SCRIPTURAL  NAMES  FOR
SCRIPTURAL  ACTS

The  purpose  of  this  study  is  NOT to minimize  or  degrade  the  
work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  the  church  today.  The  purpose  of  these  
lessons  is  to  emphasize  the  vital  place  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  the  
church  in  all  ages.  This  is  especially  needed  in  the  church  now.  Our
aim  has  been  to  call  our  attention  to  this  Great  Comforter  and  
Helper  who  is  still  leading  and  empowering  God's  workers  to  the  
glory  of  Christ  and  the  saving  of  souls.  

We  do  desire  however  to  rightly  divide  the  Word  so  that  we  
will  not  attribute  things  to  the  Holy  Spirit  that  the  Word  docs  not.  
We  desire  every  gift  and  power  which  God  wants  us  to  have.  But  
we do not chose to deceive ourselves  or  other  people  by  teaching  them
to  expect  things  that  God  has  not  promised.

Brother Don DeWelt well says that many  people  are  claiming  
great  experiences  from  God  today,  and  calling  them  the  Baptism  in  
the  Holy  Spirit.

"But  calling  such  experiences  the  Baptism  in  the  Holy  
Spirit  does  not  mean  that  what  occurred  was  the  Baptism  
in  the  Holy  Spirit!  Unless  the  Word  of  God  identifies  an  
experience  by  designating  it,  we  have  no  right  to  identify  
it  and  designate  it  with  only  human  authority!  Something  



wonderful  and  glorious  may  have  happened  to  some  folk  
of  our  day,  but  please,  please,  call  Bible  things  by  Bible  
names!" (DeWelt,  Don.  The  Power  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  p.  
43.  http://www.orcuttchristian.org/page31.html)



Review
Fill in the blanks

1.  The  work  of  the  Spirit  is  seen  in  what  three  areas?

a.  ____________________________________________________       

b.  ____________________________________________________        

c.  ____________________________________________________        

2.  What  was  the  Baptism  in  the  Holy  Spirit  and  when  did  it  occur?

3.  Who  received  the  Baptism  in  the  Holy  Spirit  on  Pentecost?  Give

4.  List  the  Purposes  for  the  Baptism  on  Pentecost.

a.  ____________________________________________________        

b.  ____________________________________________________        

5.  Why  did  Cornelius  receive  the  Baptism  in  the  Holy  Spirit?

6.  What is the Seven-fold Summary of the Christian Faith?

7.  Give  three  reasons  for  not  expecting  the  Baptism  in  the  Holy  
Spirit  today.

a.  ____________________________________________________        

b.  ____________________________________________________        

c.  ____________________________________________________  


