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What The Bible Says About The Assurance of  Pardon

I.  The Importance of Assurance.

What does it mean to be “saved?”
There is the immediate assumption that someone needs to be rescued.

But rescued from what?  In the context of the Christian faith, to be saved 
means turning away from a life that is without God, to living a life in 
relationship to the Living God.  God has given us a clearly defined way
to be part of His family.  What does He have to say about that?

What does it mean to be “lost?”
Decisions!  To be lost is to exercise one's free will and decide not 

to believe in Jesus, the Christ, the Son of God.  It is to decide not to 
accept God's terms of pardon and continue living a life apart from God.
Our Lord said:

John 14:15 (NASB) 15  "If you love Me, you will keep My 
commandments. 

Notice that Jesus informs us that our relationship to Him is built 
on our love of Jesus AND our compliance with His terms of pardon. 

This lesson is concerned with answering the following questions: 
How may one have assurance that his sins have been pardoned? How can 
we know that we are children of God? How can a Christian know that he
is continuing in Christ or in a saved relationship to Christ?

These are practical questions and their importance cannot be over 
emphasized.  Jesus makes it clear that bad decisions about our 
relationship to God are costly:

Matthew 16:26-27 (GW) 26  What good will it do for people to win 
the whole world and lose their lives? Or what will a person give in 

exchange for life? 27  The Son of Man will come with his angels in his 
Father's glory. Then he will pay back each person based on what that 
person has done. 

“If the final judgment were held at this very moment, would you 
be saved?” 

Assurance of salvation is the ability to answer “Yes!” to this 
question, rather than to respond with an ambiguous “Maybe”; “I hope 
so, but I’m not really sure”; “I don’t know.” 



How we answer this question obviously makes a world of 
difference concerning our happiness and peace of mind during this life. 
Our greatest conscious need is for a feeling of confidence regarding our
present acceptance with God and our future participation in glory. We 
need assurance of salvation.

The good news is that such assurance is possible. Indeed, it is the 
natural result of a proper understanding of grace, especially of the key 
concept of justification by faith. Every Christian should have this 
assurance. 

The bad news is twofold. On the one hand, many of those who are 
actually in a saved state are confused about their relationship with God 
and lack assurance, peace, and joy in their Christian life. On the other 
hand, many believers who do have confidence in their possession of 
eternal life also have a distorted concept of it and a false basis for it.

II.  The Bible Give Us Assurance 

The Bible presents the  Christian’s “full assurance of 
understanding” (Col 2:2), his “full assurance of hope” (Heb 6:11), his 
“full assurance of faith” (Heb 10:22), his assured status as an adopted 
son and heir (Rom 8:15–17; Gal 4:6), and the ability to “know that you 
have eternal life” (1 John 5:13). 

The Bible emphasizes God’s own faithfulness in keeping his 
promises to believers and protecting them from their enemies: “No one 
is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand” (John 10:27–29); “He 
who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ 
Jesus” (Phil 1:6); “I am convinced that He is able to guard what I have 
entrusted to Him until that day” (2 Tim 1:12); we are “protected by the 
power of God” (1 Pet 1:5); and nothing “will be able to separate us 
from the love of God” (Rom 8:31–39).

A.  What Must I Do to be Saved?

What must I do to be saved is fully answered by the Holy Spirit in 
the New Testament: 

Matthew 19:16-17 (NIV2011) 16 a man came up to Jesus and asked, 

“Teacher, what good thing must I do to get eternal life?” 17 … If you 
want to enter life, keep the commandments.” 



On the day of Pentecost, when confronted with their decision to 
murder Jesus, the men in Jerusalem had a horrifying response:
Acts 2:37 (NIV2011) 
37  When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to 
Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 

After the earthquake destroyed the Philippian prison that held Paul
and Silas, and the prisoners stayed put, the jailer 
Acts 16:29-30 (NASB) 
29  And he called for lights and rushed in, and trembling with fear he 

fell down before Paul and Silas, 30  and after he brought them out, he 
said, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?" 

On a mountain top in Galilee, the risen Christ appeared to His 
disciples and said:

Matthew 28:18-20 (NASB) 18 All authority has been given to Me

in heaven and on earth. 19  "Go therefore and make disciples of all the 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the 

Holy Spirit, 20  teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; 
and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age." 

The salvation of one's soul is the most important concern in any 
man's life.   The Holy Spirit intends for us to understand and know 
what God's terms of pardon are.  The book of Acts is where He presents
a concise picture of what we are to do in complying with Jesus 
command.  There He gives us eleven pictures of compliance with God's
terms of pardon.

 Elements of Conversion in the Book of Acts
Text Teachin

g
Believi
ng

Confess
ing

Repenti
ng

Baptizi
ng

Acts 
2:38

yes implied implied yes yes

Acts 
8:12

yes yes implied implied yes

Acts 
8:13

implied yes implied implied yes

Acts 
8:37

yes implied yes implied yes



Acts 
9:5ff

yes implied implied implied yes

Acts 
10:34ff

yes yes implied yes yes

Acts 
16:14ff

yes implied implied implied yes

Acts 
16:25ff

yes yes implied yes yes

Acts 
17:32ff

yes yes implied implied implied

Acts 
18:8

yes yes implied implied yes

Acts 
19:1ff

yes implied implied implied yes

Read each of the cases of decision to be saved given above, and see 
for yourself what the Holy Spirit has to say.  If you are wise you will not 
risk a false answer or even a doubtful one to the question, "What must I 
do to be saved?"  You will make sure! 

B.  Unfortunate Ways To Respond To God's Pardon

1.  One Can Choose to Reject God's Terms of Pardon

Imagine being convicted of a crime you deeply regretted – 
intentional or unintentional – and being offered a pardon to absolve you
of any penalty. Would you accept it? Let me tell you about a man who 
did not.

In 1829 two men, George Wilson and James Porter, robbed a 
United States mail carrier. Both were subsequently captured and tried in
a court of law. In May 1830 both men were found guilty of six charges, 
including robbery of the mail “and putting the life of the driver in 
jeopardy.” Both Wilson and Porter received their sentences: Execution 
by hanging, to be carried out on July 2.

Porter was executed on schedule, but Wilson was not. Influential 
friends pleaded for mercy to the President of the United States, Andrew
Jackson, on his behalf. President Jackson issued a formal pardon, 



dropping all charges. Wilson would have to serve only a prison term of 
20 years for his other crimes. Incredibly, George Wilson refused the 
pardon!

An official report stated Wilson chose to “waive and decline any 
advantage or protection which might be supposed to arise from the 
pardon….” Wilson also stated he “…had nothing to say, and did not 
wish in any manner to avail himself in order to avoid sentence….” 

The U.S. Supreme Court determined, “The court cannot give the 
prisoner the benefit of the pardon, unless he claims the benefit of it…. 
It is a grant to him: it is his property; and he may accept it or not as he 
pleases.” Chief Justice John Marshall wrote, “A pardon is an act of 
grace, proceeding from the power entrusted with the execution of the 
laws…. (But) delivery is not completed without acceptance. It may 
then be rejected by the person to whom it is tendered, and…we have no
power in a court to force it on him.”

George Wilson committed a crime, was tried and found guilty. He 
was sentenced for execution, but a presidential decree granted him a 
full pardon. When he chose to refuse that pardon, he chose to die. 
Reading this amazing story, we might wonder, “How could anyone 
refuse a pardon for the death sentence? The man was a fool!” But what 
if you also are refusing a pardon, one enabling you to spend eternity in 
the presence of God rather than eternal separation from Him in a place 
the Bible calls hell?

The Bible plainly teaches we all are sinners, people who have 
repeatedly broken God’s laws. For instance, Romans 3:23 states, “For 
all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.” Another verse 
says, “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us” (1 John 1:8).

What about the penalty of sin – what are the consequences? We 
are told, “For the wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23). The Old 
Testament concurs: “The soul that sins, it shall die” (Ezekiel 18:4). 
That does not sound like good news, but God has provided a pardon, 
one He makes available to us all.

In 2 Peter 3:9 (NASB) 9  The Lord is not slow about His promise,
as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any 
to perish but for all to come to repentance.   The Apostle John explains 

that we must accept this pardon:  1 John 1:9 (NASB) 9  If we confess 
our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 



To accept God's pardon is to accept God's forgiveness!

John 3:18 (NASB) 18  "He who believes in Him is not judged; he 
who does not believe has been judged already, because he has not 
believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 

The Question is “Will you accept or reject the pardon?  We each 
must choose.”  “The court cannot give the prisoner the benefit of the 
pardon, unless he claims the benefit of it…. It is a grant to him: it is 
his property; and he may accept it or not as he pleases.”

2.  One Can Be Misinformed About Assurance

A widespread belief in Christendom is that once a person has become
saved, he not only can be sure of his present status of salvation but also 
has God’s guarantee that he will never lose it in the future. Once he is 
saved, he will remain saved forever; once the gift of salvation has been 
received, it is irrevocable. This is the “once saved, always saved” view, 
also described as “once in grace, always in grace,” “final perseverance,” 
and “eternal security.”

This is a product of the Calvinistic approach to salvation, which 
proclaims that God is Totally Sovereign and has decreed before the 
foundation of the earth whom will be saved and whom will be damned.  
The person is under an irresistible grace that can not be refused.  And thus 
the person is assured of their preservation in salvation.  No free will exists 
in this scheme.  In this system one can neither accept salvation nor can it 
be cast aside of his own free choice.

Remember, the purpose of this lesson is to search the Scriptures and 
find the sure answer to this question.

Paul clearly shows the conditional nature of staying saved in 

Romans 11:17-24 (NASB) 17  But if some of the branches were 
broken off, and you, being a wild olive, were grafted in among them 

and became partaker with them of the rich root of the olive tree, 18  do 
not be arrogant toward the branches; but if you are arrogant, 
remember that it is not you who supports the root, but the root supports

you. 19  You will say then, "Branches were broken off so that I might be

grafted in." 20  Quite right, they were broken off for their unbelief, but 

you stand by your faith. Do not be conceited, but fear; 21  for if God 

did not spare the natural branches, He will not spare you, either. 22

 Behold then the kindness and severity of God; to those who fell, 



severity, but to you, God's kindness, if you continue in His kindness; 

otherwise you also will be cut off. 23  And they also, if they do not 
continue in their unbelief, will be grafted in, for God is able to graft 

them in again. 24  For if you were cut off from what is by nature a wild 
olive tree, and were grafted contrary to nature into a cultivated olive 
tree, how much more will these who are the natural branches be 
grafted into their own olive tree? 

Here the original olive tree represents OT Israel, with the natural 
branches standing for the Jews; and the present version of the olive tree
represents the church, with the combination of natural and engrafted 
branches standing for Jews and Gentiles who have become believers in 
Christ. 

In explaining this analogy Paul makes two points that totally 
disprove the “once saved, always saved” doctrine. 

First, when the natural branches (the Jews) were confronted with 
the gospel and then refused to accept Jesus as their Messiah and Lord, 
“they were broken off for their unbelief” (v. 20). Even if they were true 
believers in Yahweh and in a saved state prior to hearing the gospel, by 
virtue of rejecting Christ they became unbelievers—they “fell” (v. 22)
—and thus were rejected by God and lost their salvation. 

Second, for the Gentiles who became believers and were grafted 
into the olive tree, Paul warns them to remain faithful, “for if God did 
not spare the natural branches, He will not spare you, either. Behold 
then the kindness and severity of God; to those who fell, severity, but to
you, God’s kindness, if you continue in His kindness; otherwise you 
also will be cut off” (vv. 21–22). The final responsibility for staying 
saved clearly belongs to the believer: “if you continue in His kindness.”
The result of not continuing is made very clear; “otherwise you also,” 
like the unbelieving Jews, “will be cut off.”

3.  Choosing to “Fall From Grace.”

It is possible for a believer to fall from grace and lose his salvation, 
but what is “falling from grace” or “falling away”? To answer this 
question we must remember the central doctrine of grace, that a sinner 
is justified by faith apart from works of law (Rom 3:28). We not only 
initially become justified by faith; we also remain justified by faith in 
the atoning death of Jesus Christ. Falling from grace occurs, then, when
faith in the blood of Jesus dies. Thus the Christian must be on constant 



guard concerning his faith, using every opportunity to strengthen it and 
being constantly aware of ways by which it may die.

There are several ways in which faith may die.  Consider the 
following: 
A.  Faith may be put to death by spiritual suicide.  This is a 
deliberate decision to stop believing in Christ and his saving work, thus
renouncing the Christian faith.  Someone may have begun to have 
intellectual doubts about the historicity of Christ and his works, or who 
allows a personal tragedy (such as the death of a loved one) to destroy 
his belief in an all-powerful, all-loving Creator.

B.  Faith may die is through slow spiritual starvation. Faith does not
come into existence full-grown but begins with a stage of infancy, often
tender and fragile and definitely in need of maturing and strengthening.
Thus faith must constantly be nurtured and nourished and exercised. 

Hebrews 10:24-25 (NIV2011) 24  And let us consider how we may 

spur one another on toward love and good deeds, 25  not giving up 
meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging 
one another

God has given us a model for spiritual growth in Acts 2:42 

(NIV2011) 42  They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and 
to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 

Weekly worship with like minded Saints strengthens our faith.  
That is just one of the reasons the Holy Spirit calls us together on 
Sunday to celebrate the Lord's Supper, and share in the study of the 
Bible, and to pray for one another.

These are the means by which faith is nourished; to neglect them 
allows faith to weaken or even to die. This is a true sense in which 
“faith without works is dead” (James 2:26).

C.  Faith May die through strangulation by sin. After conversion, if 
a Christian allows sins to continue and to flourish without fighting 
against them, they will sooner or later choke the life out of his faith.

In the parable of the sower Jesus speaks of seeds that “fell among 
the thorns, and the thorns came up and choked them out” (Matt 13:7). 
Jesus explains, “And the one on whom seed was sown among the 
thorns, this is the man who hears the word, and the worry of the world 



and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, and it becomes 
unfruitful” (13:22).

Some are tempted to think that because God’s grace forgives all sins 
and salvation is assured, it does not matter if we keep on sinning (Rom 
6:1). In response Paul points out that becoming a Christian involves not
just forgiveness but also regeneration, in which we are raised up from a
state of spiritual death (Eph 2:1,5) to walk in a new spiritual life where 
sin does not belong (Rom 6:2–14). But if one continues to live a life 
controlled by the sins of the flesh, he will surely go back into that state 
of spiritual death: “For if you live according to the flesh you will die, 
but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live” 
(Rom 8:13, ESV). Peter warns those who have “escaped the 
defilements of the world” of the danger of again becoming “entangled 
in them” and being “overcome” (2 Pet 2:20). Continuing to sin after 
becoming a Christian is like opening the gates of the fort and inviting 
the enemy inside.

The conclusion is that the presence of faith is not an absolute 
guarantee that one’s salvation is eternally secure. God will indeed 
protect us (1 Pet 1:5), but we must make a deliberate effort to keep our 
faith alive and strong. We cannot relax our guard, tranquilized by the 
false assurance generated by the false teaching of “once saved, always 
saved.”

II.    The Bible Give Us Assurance.

It is God's will that man should have a clear answer to this question of 
salvation and that his life be characterized by a quiet assurance on this 
point. Isaiah speaking of the reign of the Messiah wrote, "And the work of 
righteousness shall be peace; and the effect of righteousness quietness and
assurance for ever" (Isa. 32:17-KJV).

This quiet assurance of salvation is obvious to any reader of the 
New Testament. "We know that we have passed out of death into life, 
because we love the brethren" (I John 3:14). "Beloved, now are we 
children of God" (I John 3:2a). "And being made free from sin, ye 
became servants of righteousness" (Rom. 6:18).  2 Timothy 1:12 

(NASB) 12  for I know whom I have believed and I am convinced that He is 
able to guard what I have entrusted to Him until that day.   There is no 
uncertain note in these declarations of faith but only conviction and 
assurance.



Paul wrote "how that our gospel came not unto you in word only, but 
also in power, and in the Holy Spirit, and in much assurance" (I Thess. 
1:5). Speaking of Christ's resurrection, Luke writes "to whom he also 
showed himself alive after his passion by many proofs, appearing unto 
them by the space of forty days, and speaking the things concerning the 
kingdom of God" (Acts 1:3). Colossians 2:2 speaks of "full assurance 
of understanding"; Hebrews 6:11 of "full assurance of hope"; and 
Hebrews 10:22 of the "full assurance of faith."

This assurance was not a formal acceptance of some doctrine but it 
was a vital certainty incorporated into the very life of the Christian.

III.  Inadequate Evidence of Pardon.

A.  God told me I'm pardoned

Many people expect Christ to speak to them today as He did to the
paralytic lowered through the roof: "Son, be of good cheer; thy sins are 
forgiven" (Matt. 9:2b); or the dying thief when He said, "Today shall 
thou be with me in Paradise" (Luke 23:43). They seem to expect God to
make them an exception and speak from Heaven a personal message 
relating to their salvation.

The Apostle Peter stated that 2 Peter 1:3 (GW) 3  God's divine 
power has given us everything we need for life and for godliness. This 
power was given to us through knowledge of the one who called us by 
his own glory and integrity.   The tense of the verb "has given" is past 
tense. Jesus has already given it. Nearly 2,000 years ago Jesus gave in 
His word all the things that we need to attain forgiveness and to live a 
godly life. He has not promised to make a special revelation for each 
person coming to Him. He has certainly given that communication to 
us in His word.

The minute we deviate from the Scripture doctrine of the all-
sufficiency of the Gospel as the means used by the Holy Spirit to effect the 
conversion of sinners, just that moment do we begin to lose ourselves in 
the jungles of speculation, mysticism, and all kinds of fanaticism. The true
evidence of pardon is not to be obtained from any special revelation.

B.   I feel Pardoned.

Feeling are fleeting.  Some people rely upon some special feeling, a 
mysterious ecstasy of some kind for their assurance of pardon. Feelings 



are induced by testimony and, therefore, are only as reliable as the 
testimony is factual.

This fact is well illustrated by an incident connected with the famous 
Battle of Waterloo on June 18, 1815. The Duke of Wellington was engaged
in the crucial battle with Napoleon Bonaparte. All England waited with 
great apprehension for word from the battle. Just before dark of that 
eventful day, the signal flashed across the English Channel these words: 
"Wellington defeated." At that moment the fog moved in and the 
remainder of the message was lost. Fear and consternation reigned in 
England that night. The next morning when the fog lifted the full message 
came through: "Wellington defeated Napoleon." Rejoicing now filled the 
land.

Feelings can be deceptive and undependable unless produced by facts. 
There must be a sure foundation of facts on which to rest one's 
salvation.

People vary greatly in their emotional reactions. This is why it is 
unwise to depend on feelings for evidence of salvation. There would 
always be doubt as to which feeling was the proper one. As William 
Henry Book has written: 

I do not believe that all people in conversion have 
identically the same experience. We are not all constituted 
alike.  We see a river overflowing its banks, which was caused 
by a mighty flood. There has been a great storm—the lighting 
flashed—the thunder roared—the winds blew. The water came 
down in torrents. The river channel was full to overflowing.

I behold in another locality a river which has also 
overflowed its banks; but there has been no thunder—no flashing
of the lighting—no roaring of the winds. No rain has been 
seen to fall. What has caused this flood? Go up on the 
mountain-side. The snow, under the powerful influence of the 
sun, has melted, run down the mountain-sides into the river 
channel, and quietly and gently and noiselessly has filled it to 
the brim. Two rivers, both full—full to overflowing—and yet 
under different circumstances!

Here is a man in the congregation, a sinner. He is 
emotional; easily moved. Under the spell of the gospel he 
gives vent to his feelings, shouts, rejoices. His heart has been 
filled; his life is full of the grace of God. Sitting by his side is 
another man, a sinner, of a quiet nature; not one bit emotional
—logical, thoughtful. He has listened to the gospel, too. It has 



impressed him. He comes forward, makes his confession, obeys 
its commands, and rejoices, but not with the same 
demonstration. Both have been converted. The hearts of both are 
full.

To take one's feelings alone as the criteria of Divine pardon would be 
an very unreliable evidence.

C.  I'm Sincere and Have A Clear conscience.
Others rely upon sincerity and a clear conscience as evidence that God

has forgiven them. Sincerity and a clear conscience both are parts of a true 
believer's life. But they alone do not constitute proper evidence of 
pardon.

At one time years ago in India it was believed that when the 
Ganges River overflowed and destroyed the crops that the god of the 
river was angry. To placate him a young mother might take her infant son 
to the banks of the swollen river and cast it in as a sacrifice to the god. If 
you were to ask her "How could you do such a deed? Does not your 
conscience hurt you because you have killed your child?" Her answer 
would have been, "No, I did this because my god required it. My 
conscience is clear.” 

And recently in the news we have stories about Muslims killing adult
daughters whom the family decided had disgraced the family.   If you 
were to ask the father "How could you do such a deed? Does not your 
conscience hurt you because you have killed your child?" His answer is, 
"No, I did this because my god required it. My conscience is clear.”

 The term means“without wax,” as was used to fill in the cracks 
and crevices of marble to make it appear whole. One's conscience is 
reliable only to the extent that it is taught the true facts of the gospel. 
Sincerity is an excellent quality but unless one has the facts he can be 
sincerely wrong. These alone are inadequate evidences of salvation.

V.  The Proper Evidence of Pardon.

A.  Forgiveness takes place in the mind of God. 

C. C. Crawford writes: 
"pardon is not something done within us, but something 

done in heaven for us.  A pardon is issued from the seat of 
government by one who has the authority to issue a pardon. In 



spiritual matters, forgiveness takes place in the mind of God 
since he is the one who forgives our sins.”
We can only know we are pardoned when God tells us. If one has 

offended a friend and then asks for forgiveness, he can only know that he 
is forgiven when the friend says, "I forgive you." The same is true of God.
We can only be sure that we are forgiven when He tells us when and on 
what conditions He will forgive us.

God alone has the power or authority to set the terms upon which He 
will forgive us. Since He is the one who has been sinned against and is the 
proper one to forgive us, then He has the right to state on what basis He 
will forgive sins. Our task is to find what those terms of forgiveness are 
and then do them.

B.   The terms of forgiveness are set forth in God's Word. 
The Bible clearly teaches what the terms of pardon are. It also 

teaches that obedience to this revealed Word is imperative for forgiveness.

Paul writes: Romans 6:17-18 (NASB) 17  But thanks be to God that 
though you were slaves of sin, you became obedient from the heart to 

that form of teaching to which you were committed, 18  and having 
been freed from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.  One is made 
free from sin by obeying the doctrine which is the Gospel. Peter writes: 1 

Peter 1:22 (NASB) 22  Since you have in obedience to the truth purified 
your souls for a sincere love of the brethren, fervently love one another 
from the heart, 
Our Souls are purified by obeying the truth revealed by the Spirit. Jesus 

said: Matthew 7:21 (NASB) 21  "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, 
Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My 
Father who is in heaven will enter. 

The sure evidence of pardon or forgiveness is to be found in the 
clear statements of God's word. To "the law and to the testimony," we 
must go for the certain answer to the question, "What must I do to be 
saved?" (Isa. 8:20; Luke 16:20; John 8:31-32; John 17:17).

C. The two witnesses who bear testimony to our salvation. 

Paul writes in Romans 8:16 (NASB) 16  The Spirit Himself 
testifies with our spirit that we are children of God,  Paul states that we 
have two witnesses to our salvation—the Holy Spirit and our own spirit. 
When these two agree, we have the assurance of forgiveness that we seek.



How does this work? It works like this: God's Spirit reveals in the 
Word what one must do to be saved. When one's spirit tells him that he 
has done these things, then he has the two-fold witness which establishes
the fact.

What does the Spirit reveal as God's terms of pardon? Here they are:
1. God's Spirit tells us that we must believe that Jesus is our Savior and 
God's Son in order to be saved (Mark 16:16; John 20:30-31; Acts 16:31). 
The believer's spirit tells him that he does believe these great facts 
concerning Jesus.
2. God's Spirit tells us that we must repent of all sin in order to be 
saved (Acts 2:38; Luke 24:46-47). The believer's spirit tells him that he 
has repented of all sin. A man might deceive the world about his 
repentance but he can not deceive the Spirit of God nor can he deceive 
his own spirit.
3. God's Spirit tells us that we must confess Christ before men in 
order to be forgiven (Matt. 10:32-33; Rom. 10:9-10). The believer's spirit 
tells him that he has sincerely confessed his faith in Christ.
4. God's Spirit tells us that we must be buried with the Lord in baptism 
and raised up to a new life in order to be saved (Acts 2:38; Gal. 3:27; 
Rom. 6:1-7). The believer's spirit tells him that he has sincerely obeyed 
this command of Jesus.

Thus God's Spirit in testifying as to the terms of pardon under the 
New Covenant, and our spirits in testifying that we have complied with 
those terms, agree upon one and the same fact, namely that we are 
children of God, heirs of God and joint-heirs with Christ (Rom. 8:14-17). 
Nothing could be plainer, and so our text asserts. Our evidence of pardon 
consists not in such ephemeral things as dreams, visions, trances, 
ecstasies, and like psychic phenomena, but in the sure foundation of God 
Almighty's word (Matt. 24:35). And so we sing:

How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, 
Is laid for your faith, in His excellent word! 

What more can He say than to you He hath said, 
You who unto Jesus for refuge have fled?1

D.    Pardon Illustrated.

Denver Sizemore, long time professor of New Testament at 
Atlanta Christian College, provides us the following illustration to 
clarify this concept of pardon:



A man is in the penitentiary. His friends petition the 
governor, and he is pardoned on certain conditions. With a happy
heart he starts to his home. The sheriff of his county, not 
knowing of his pardon, meets him on the highway, and 
commands him to halt. "Why do you halt me?" says the man. "I 
have been pardoned." "What evidence can you give of your 
pardon?" answers the sheriff. "Well, Mr. Sheriff," says the man,
"it is a strange story I have to tell, but it is true. Last night about 
twelve o'clock, when all was dark and still in my cell, suddenly
a light brighter than yonder sun shone about me, and I heard a 
voice saying, 'John Smith, you are a pardoned man.'" The 
sheriff cooly responds: "I've no doubt you think you saw and 
heard all this, and doubtless it would be all right in religious 
circles, but it is a little too fanciful for the courts of Caesar, and 
you may consider yourself under arrest." But the man, laying his
hand on his heart, continues, "Mr. Sheriff, I feel that I am 
pardoned." "I do not question your feelings," answers the 
sensible but not over-sentimental sheriff, "but feelings, like 
visions and voices, are not good evidence in our courts," and he
is about to proceed with his prisoner to the jail. "Hold, Mr. 
Sheriff!" cries the man with much vehemence, "I declare to you 
that I am thoroughly honest and sincere!" 'That may be true," 
replies the officer, "but like everything else you've said, it is 
unsatisfactory as evidence in our courts, and therefore it is my 
duty to arrest you" and his stern face indicates business, when 
the ex-convict pulls from his pocket a paper, saying' "Here is 
evidence which I know you'll accept." And it proves to be a 
pardon from Governor Lanham, of Texas, bearing the seal of 
the state, in which the man is pardoned provided that on or 
before I p.m. of Dec. 1, 1903, he leaves the State, and never 
more returns. "This is all right," says the sheriff. "Why did 
you not show it at first and save all this trouble?"

At 12:30 p.m., December 1, he crosses the Rio Grande 
River at El Paso, and takes up his abode in Mexico. You meet 
him an hour late'r, and ask him if he has been pardoned. What 
would he say? Would he answer that he thought so? He hoped 
so? He felt so? Certainly not. His answer would be prompt, clear
and positive. He would say, "Yes."
And then, if you should ask for the evidence on which he based this

confident answer, he would tell you that the Governor promised him 



pardon on certain conditions of pardon, and the spirit of the man assures 
him that he had faithfully observed them; and therefore he had the highest
possible evidence of forgiveness. Let the Governor represent God, and 
the pardoned man the sinner, and we have a true picture of this principle.  
Simple and understandable.

VI.  Continuing Evidence of One's Salvation

Not only does God want us to be assured of our forgiveness of the 
past, but He also wants us to rest confidently in His love daily. The 
Scriptures do not teach “once in grace always in grace.” But, there are 
certain evidences whereby one can be assured of continuing salvation. 

John assures us: '1 John 5:13 (NASB) 13  These things I have written to 
you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know that 
you have eternal life. 

 Here are three guideposts by which we may have assurance that we 
continue in a saved relationship with God:

A.  By Keeping the Commandments of Christ. 

Only by being faithful to Him can one be assured of salvation. 

John writes:1 John 2:3-6 (NASB) 3  By this we know that we have come 

to know Him, if we keep His commandments. 4  The one who says, "I have 
come to know Him," and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and 

the truth is not in him; 5  but whoever keeps His word, in him the love of 

God has truly been perfected. By this we know that we are in Him: 6  the 
one who says he abides in Him ought himself to walk in the same manner 
as He walked. (cf. 1 John 2:15-17; James 4:4). Jesus speaks to the church 

in Smyrna Revelation 2:10 (NASB) 10 Be faithful until death, and I will 
give you the crown of life. 

B.   Love for Our Brothers and Sisters in The Church.

John 13:34-35 (NIV2011) 34  “A new command I give you: Love one 

another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35  By this 
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 



1 John 3:14 (NIV2011) 14  We know that we have passed from death to 
life, because we love each other. 

1 John 3:18 (NASB) 18  Little children, let us not love with word or with 
tongue, but in deed and truth. 

C.  The Holy Spirit Gives Assurance of Salvation.

Acts 2:37-38 (NASB) 37  Now when they heard this, they were pierced
to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, "Brethren, 

what shall we do?" 38  Peter said to them, "Repent, and each of you be
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; 
and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

1 John 4:13 (NASB) 13  By this we know that we abide in Him and He 
in us, because He has given us of His Spirit. 

1 John 3:24 (NASB) 24  The one who keeps His commandments abides 
in Him, and He in him. We know by this that He abides in us, by the 
Spirit whom He has given us. 

Salvation, forgiveness, pardon are found "in Christ." The terms of pardon 
brings us into Christ (Gal. 3:26-27). Remaining faithful keeps us in Christ
(Rev. 2:10b; 1 John 3:24a). John simply and clearly summarizes this 

grand thought when he writes: 1 John 5:11-12 (NASB) 11  And the 
testimony is this, that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His 

Son. 12  He who has the Son has the life; he who does not have the Son of
God does not have the life. 

VII.  Eternal Salvation

Jesus said that the way to remain saved for all eternity is to be 

faithful to Him. Revelation 2:10 (NASB) 10  Be faithful until death, 
and I will give you the crown of life. 

Paul echoed these words when he wrote: 2 Timothy 4:7-8 (NASB) 7

 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the 

faith; 8  in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, 



which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not 
only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing. Before he could 
receive the crown he had to keep the faith and complete the course.

Peter expressed a similar idea when he wrote that the Christian is to 
continue to add to his life godly qualities: 2 Peter 1:4-11 (NASB) 
4  For by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent 
promises, so that by them you may become partakers of the divine nature,

having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust. 5  Now for this 
very reason also, applying all diligence, in your faith supply moral 

excellence, and in your moral excellence, knowledge, 6  and in your 
knowledge, self-control, and in your self-control, perseverance, and in 

your perseverance, godliness, 7  and in your godliness, brotherly 
kindness, and in your brotherly kindness, love.
8  For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they render you 
neither useless nor unfruitful in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 9  For he who lacks these qualities is blind or short-sighted, 

having forgotten his purification from his former sins. 10  Therefore, 
brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain about His calling and 
choosing you; for as long as you practice these things, you will never 

stumble; 11  for in this way the entrance into the eternal kingdom of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be abundantly supplied to you. 

God has provided all the power we need to be saved from the past, 
to remain saved in the present, and to be eternally saved in the future. This
is provided through Christ and the Gospel. But, we must remain in 
Christ to have this full assurance of eternal salvation.

Review 

1.  What Are God's Terms of Pardon?



2. List three unreliable evidences of pardon.

a.  ____________________________________________   

b.  ____________________________________________

c.  ____________________________________________

3. Why are feelings alone unreliable as evidence of salvation?

4. What are the two witnesses to one's salvation?

a.  ______________________

b.   ______________________

5.  Why is basing one's salvation on the Word of God more sure than
the other sources of evidence?

6.   What evidence does the Christian have of continuing salvation?

a.  ____________________________________________   

b.  ____________________________________________

c.  ____________________________________________


