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What The Bible Says About Faith

I.  The use of the term "Faith" in the New Testament.
   A.  Faith—used as a term for Christianity.
   B.  Faith—descriptive of the faith of the Christian.
   C.  Faith—as applied to the alien sinner.

II.  What is Faith?

III.  How do we obtain faith?
   A.  Christian faith is produced in a similar way as any other faith.
   B,  Faith results from an  acceptance of testimony or evidence.

IV.  The Relation of faith to obedience.
   A.  The obedience of faith.
   B.  Obedience is simply faith in action.

V. The benefits of faith.
   A.  It is essential in order to receive all of God's blessings
   B.  Some specific benefits of faith:
      1.  Secures salvation for man.
      2.  Faith pleases God.
      3.  Faith brings peace to the heart of the Christian.
      4.  Faith lifts our minds and vision to see as God and to think 
thoughts after Him.



I.  The use of the term "Faith" in the New Testament.

When you use the concordance and search for “faith,” you 
might conclude that “faith” is not an important term in the Old 
Testament.  The New American Standard Bible, Old Testament, 
only has four references to “faith,” the NT has 228. The KJV  has 
two, while the New Testament has 229.  

Why the difference?  The language of “faith” in the Old Testament
is everywhere associated with fidelity to the Torah. It is a nationalistic 
faith. Faith in the New Testament is associated with fidelity to Jesus 
Christ.  It is a personal faith.

The Books of Romans and Galatians are witnesses to 
Abraham’s faith in God (Romans 4:9; 19-20; Galatians 3:7). And 
Hebrews chapter eleven is undoubtedly the greatest witness of the 
existence of faith in the Old Testament.

Romans 10:17, “So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by 
the word of God.” This would include all men and women from the 
books of Genesis through Malachi who heard the word of God and 
were obedient to it, in other words, they had their faith in God.

A.  Faith—used as a term for Christianity

One use of the term faith is to identify the body of truth in 
which the believer trusts or as another term for Christianity.  Three 
examples of Scriptural use of the word “faith” as a synonym for 
Christianity  are: 
Jude 1:3 (NASB) 
3  contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all handed 
down to the saints. 

Galatians 1:23 (NASB) 
23  they kept hearing, "He who once persecuted us is now 
preaching the faith which he once tried to destroy." 
 
Acts 13:8 (NIV2011) 
8  But Elymas the sorcerer (for that is what his name means) 
opposed them and tried to turn the proconsul from the faith. 



B.  Faith—descriptive of the faith of the Christian.

Romans 1:17 (NASB)
17 The righteous shall live by faith 

1 Thessalonians 1:3 (NASB) 
3  constantly bearing in mind your work of faith and labor of love 
and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the presence 
of our God and Father, 

2 Corinthians 5:7 (NASB) 
7  for we walk by faith, not by sight

In these scriptures it should be noted that the Christian lives by 
faith, works by faith, and walks by faith. The Christian truly lives 
by faith.

C.  Faith—as applied to the non-Christian sinner.

In order to become a Christian, a sinner must have faith or as it 
is usually expressed believe in Jesus. 
Matthew 16:15-16 (NASB) 
15  He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?" 16  Simon 
Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." 

Paul told the Philippian jailer when he asked “What must I do 
to be saved:”
Acts 16:31 (NASB) 
31  They said, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, 
you and your household." 

Jesus and Paul both commanded faith or belief in Christ as an 
essential act in becoming a Christian.  Why is faith so essential to 
one's salvation?



II.  What is Faith?

Hebrews 11:1 (NASB) 
1  Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of 
things not seen. 

Paul is speaking here of the sin of unbelief.  He says the 
remedy is “faith.” He gives a brief description of faith in verses 1-
3.  The word translated "assurance" is hupostasis; it could also be 
translated "essence" or "confidence." It is modified by the phrase 
"of things hoped for." Its best meaning seems to be that faith is that
which underlies the inheritance which believers expect to receive.  
Secondly, the writer declares that faith is the evidence, the 
guaranty, which gives proof of the existence of the unseen world.  

Faith used In an objective sense is the evidence or guaranty on 
which the Christian's hope is founded. used in a subjective sense 
faith is the "assurance" of things hoped for, and the "conviction" of
things not seen. Such assurance or reliance enables tike believer to 
treat the future as though it were the present and the invisible as 
seen. It is not complete knowledge which one day we shall have 
but it is that firm assurance that keeps one faithful to the end 
Chapter 11 of Hebrews amply shows that true faith as illustrated in 
Abraham, Moses, Rahab, and others was simply a reliance upon 
God whom they believed to be trustworthy.

Another word which perhaps describes the nature of faith more 
correctly is the word trust. Faith as used in a general sense may 
mean simply an acceptance of certain facts or principles as being 
true. For example, one may believe that George Washington lived 
but there would be no element of trust in him as a person. Christian
faith not only is persuaded of certain facts concerning Christ, but 
there is the added element of trust in Him as Lord and Saviour. The
example of Abraham's faith illustrates this element of trust: 
Romans 4:20-21 (NASB) 
20  yet, with respect to the promise of God, he did not waver in 

unbelief but grew strong in faith, giving glory to God, 21  and 
being fully assured that what God had promised, He was able also 
to perform. 



Abraham was "strong in faith" because he was "fully assured" 
that God would fulfill His promise and give him a son. He trusted 
God so completely, that he believed that if he killed Isaac 
according to God's command, that God would bring him back to 
life. 
Hebrews 11:17-19 (NASB) 
17  By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and 
he who had received the promises was offering up his only 

begotten son; 18  it was he to whom it was said, "IN ISAAC YOUR DESCENDANTS SHALL BE 

CALLED." 19  He considered that God is able to raise people even
from the dead, from which he also received him back as a type. 

Faith rests on evidence given by the Holy Spirit in The Bible.  
Robert Richardson states that Alexander Campbell considered the 
word 

“trust or confidence to substantially express the 
meaning of the term faith. This simple and comprehensive
view was that which Mr. Campbell, in his subsequent 
religious history, himself adopted, and continued to 
advocate during his entire life. Amidst his numerous 
controversies, indeed, he was often obliged, in contending
against the popular errors upon the subject, to insist upon 
the absolute necessity of evidence, and to assert most 
truthfully, that where there was no evidence, there could 
be no faith; yet he ever regarded true faith in Christ as 
implying a willingness to submit to his authority, and as 
consisting in a heartfelt, personal trust in Him as the Son 
of God and the appointed Saviour of mankind.” [Robert 
Richardson, Memoirs of Alexander Campbell, Vol. 1, p. 
177, 178]

III.  How do we obtain faith?
 
Many people view anything religious as mysterious. In fact, the 
more mysterious it appears the more it appeals to some people. 
There are always some aspects of faith that man can not fully 
understand, but in the main the how in which faith is produced in 



man's heart is a rational and intelligent process, which brings us to 
our first thought and that is:

A. Christian faith is produced in a similar way as any other 
faith. 

For example, how is faith in any historical character produced? 
It is produced by evidence and testimony that is convincing to the 
mind. We believe that George Washington lived because of the 
many books written about him, monuments built to him, and other 
evidence that he lived. How may one be led to believe in or trust a 
doctor? Evidently he must have received testimony and evidence 
to generate such faith and confidence.

Faith in Christ is produced in a similar fashion. The Christian 
accepts as true the abundant evidence in the Bible that Christ lived 
and is the Messiah and Son of God as He claimed to be. God 
appeals to the mind of man in a sensible and intelligent manner.

B. Faith results from an acceptance of testimony or evidence. 
The scriptures very clearly indicate that faith is produced by the

acceptance of evidence concerning Christ
John 5:46-47 (NASB) 
46  "For if you believed Moses, you would believe Me, for he wrote

about Me. 47  "But if you do not believe his writings, how will you 
believe My words?" 

John 20:30-31 (NASB) 
30  Therefore many other signs Jesus also performed in the 

presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; 31

 but these have been written so that you may believe that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in 
His name. 

Acts 15:7 (NASB) 
7  After there had been much debate, Peter stood up and said to 
them, "Brethren, you know that in the early days God made a 



choice among you, that by my mouth the Gentiles would hear the 
word of the gospel and believe. 

These passages make it perfectly clear that Christian faith, like 
all other faith, must rest on testimony. Paul makes it crystal clear 
how faith is produced in 
Romans 10:16-17 (NASB) 
16  However, they did not all heed the good news; for Isaiah says, 

"LORD, WHO HAS BELIEVED OUR REPORT?" 17  So faith 
comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ. 

That faith is a result of testimony, is proven both by the voice of
reason and the voice of inspiration.  Dwight L. Moody is reported 
as saying that in his early life as a minister, he prayed often that 
God would give him faith. One day he was reading Romans 10:17, 
"faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ." 
Suddenly it dawned upon him that he had been seeking faith in the 
wrong way. He realized that God had already told him how to 
obtain faith.  Moody began to search the word of God diligently, 
reading God's gracious promises, and striving to accept them. As 
he read what God had done for Abraham, Moses, David, and others
his confidence in God increased. He concluded that God was the 
same God now as then. The more he read and filled his mind with 
the evidence of God's faithfulness, the greater his confidence grew 
in the promises of God. Thus his faith was increased in complete 
accord with the way God had promised that it should be.

IV.  The Relation of Faith to Obedience

Many times people are confused about the exact relation of 
faith and obedience. Some feel that there is a conflict between the 
two. However, a more careful study of the scriptures will indicate 
that instead of faith, and obedience being two separate actions, 
they are really two parts of one whole.

A. The obedience of faith. 

Paul frequently uses the expression "the obedience of faith". 
Speaking of Christ, Paul says; 



Romans 1:5 (NASB) 
5  through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring 
about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for His name's 
sake, 

Romans 16:26-27 (NASB) 
26  but now is manifested, and by the Scriptures of the prophets, 
according to the commandment of the eternal God, has been made 

known to all the nations, leading to obedience of faith; 27  to the 
only wise God, through Jesus Christ, be the glory forever. Amen. 

Acts 6:7 (NASB) 
7  The word of God kept on spreading; and the number of the 
disciples continued to increase greatly in Jerusalem, and a great 
many of the priests were becoming obedient to the faith. 

What is meant by "obedient to the faith?"  The obedience of 
faith is the obedience which faith produces, or which springs out of
faith. Paul is asserting that the gospel is to be preached to bring 
about obedience that is produced by faith.

1.  Two kinds of obedience.

There are at least two kinds of obedience in the world. One is 
an obedience produced by divine faith. The other comes from 
human reason. One kind of obedience is from God. The other is of 
man. Man may act from a number of influences or motives. The 
principle that influences man to act is important To illustrate, a 
man may be honest in business because it pays. He may not know 
or care that God expects him to be honest. He does it because it is 
good business practice. This would be obedience because of 
human reason.

Christian obedience may appeal to man's reason but generally 
does not. There is a reason for this. God desires to know whether 
we obey Kim because of faith and love or whether we obey for 
some other motive. In all ages God has chosen certain acts which 
cleariy demonstrate man's faith in God. For example, as far as Eve 



could see, here was no good reason why she should not eat the 
forbidden fruit. It was good for food, it was pleasant to the eyes, 
and it was desirable to make her wise. Therefore! the only motive 
for not eating was that God had said not to eat it. When die ate the 
fruit it was a clear case of disobedience,

Today, God has required a similar act of obedience to test our 
faith. This is the act of Christian baptism. Many people will say, 
well, I do not see any connection between the act of baptism and 
my acceptance with God. From a rational standpoint, this is true. 
There is no way by human reason to explain how baptism is a part 
of one becoming a Christian, except that Christ says so. 
Mark 16:16 (NASB) 
16  "He who has believed and has been baptized shall be saved; 
but he who has disbelieved shall be condemned. 

Peter told 3,000 men on the day of Pentecost:
Acts 2:38 (NASB) 
38 Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ
for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit. 

When one submits to the act of baptism he or she does so for 
one reason --- Christ has commanded it.  This is a test of our faith 
in Christ. It is a test of our love,  for Christ Jesus said, 
John 14:15 (NASB) 
15  "If you love Me, you will keep My commandments. 

It is a test of obedience to Christ

B.  Obedience is faith in action. 

This is what James meant when he said that faith, if it is not 
expressed in obedience or action, is not true faith.  Even the 
demons believe that Jesus is, but their faith never results in 
obedience. (see James 2:14-26)   He reminds us that Abraham 
proved his faith when through obedience he offered Isaac. 

Obedience is not something a person does in addition or apart 
from faith, but rather it is faith in action.  A person does not have 
true faith unless it does lead him or her to obedience. Proper 



understanding of this will also settle any question as to whether a 
person is saved by faith alone or by obedience atone. He or she is 
saved by both. 

To illustrate, the question could be asked - "Which blade of the 
scissors does the cutting of the cloth?" The truth is that it takes 
both blades. In order to obtain salvation, we must use both the 
blade of faith and the blade of obedience. They can not be 
separated.

V.  The Benefits of faith 

The importance of faith can not be exaggerated, since it is the 
highest principle in the Christian life.

A. It is essential in order to receive all of God's blessings.

In all ages, God has saved man and blessed him on the principle
of faith,.
Ephesians 2:8 (NASB) 
8  For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves, it is the gift of God; 

Grace is the one word that summarizes the great principle upon 
which God blesses man. It is because of God's love and mercy that 
He extents all of His benefits to man through grace. The one 
possible receptive attitude that enables man to receive the blessings
of God, is faith. It is the key that opens the door to the treasure 
chest of heaven. 

B, Some specific benefits of faith are:

1.  It secures salvation for persons of faith.

Peter speaking of the conversion of the Gentiles says, 
Acts 15:9 (NASB) 
9  and He made no distinction between us and them, cleansing 
their hearts by faith. 



And Peter also says, 
Acts 10:43 (NASB) 
43  "Of Him all the prophets bear witness that through His name 
everyone who believes in Him receives forgiveness of sins." 

Faith is the response of people to the extended salvation of 
God.

When the scriptures speak of being saved by faith, it is 
understood that that faith is expressed in obedience. As proof, Peter
says, 
1 Peter 1:22 (NASB) 
22  Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for
a sincere love of the brethren, fervently love one another from the 
heart, (cf. Romans 6:17,18)

2.  Faith pleases God.

Hebrews 11:6 (NASB) 
6  And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who 
comes to God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of 
those who seek Him. 

Perhaps the greatest insult that we give to God, is to doubt His 
word. Jesus rebuked His disciples for this weakness more often 
than for any other fault To refuse or fail to trust the promises of 
God is an insult to His love, His grace, and His power to bless 
man. Paul says 
Hebrews 11:6 (NASB) 
6  And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who 
comes to God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of 
those who seek Him. 

3.  Faith brings peace to the heart of the Christian.

Jesus told His sorrowing Apostles, when He was about to leave 
them, 



John 14:1 (NASB) 
1  "Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also 
in Me. 

Comfort for their sorrowing and fearful hearts would be found 
in a genuine faith in Christ and God

Jesus gives the solution for all fear and worry in Matthew 6:25-
34. In simple terms, the solution is child-like trust in the goodness, 
love, and power of God. 

Elizabeth Cheney has summarized this thought in her poem --
“The Robin and the Sparrow"

Said the robin to the sparrow,
“I should really like to know,

Why these anxious human beings
Rush about and worry so.”

Said the sparrow to the robin,
“Friend I think that it must be,

That they have no Heavenly Father,
Such as cares for you and me.”

4.  Faith not only brings the above benefits but it also lifts our 
minds and vision to see as God sees and to think God's 
thoughts after Him.

Aiden Wilson Tozer eloquently expresses this attitude:
“In this world where men forget us, change their 

attitude toward us as their private interests dictate, and 
revise their opinion of us for the slightest cause, is it not a 
source of wondrous strength to know that the God with 
whom we have to do changes not? That His attitude 
toward us now is the same as it was in eternity past and 
will be in eternity to come?

What peace it brings to the Christian’s heart to realize 
that our Heavenly Father never differs from Himself. 
Incoming to Him at any time we need not wonder whether
we shall find Him in a receptive mood. He is always 
receptive to misery and need, as well as to love and faith. 
He does not keep office hours nor set aside periods when 



He will see no one. Neither does He change His mind 
about anything. Today, this moment, He feels toward His 
creatures, toward babies, toward the sick, the fallen, the 
sinful, exactly as He did when He sent His only-begotten 
Son into the world to die for mankind.

God never changes moods or cools off in His 
affections or loses enthusiasm. His attitude toward sin is 
now the same as it was when He drove out the sinful man 
from the eastward garden, and His attitude toward the 
sinner the same as when He stretched forth His hands and 
cried, “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest.”

God will not compromise and He need not be coaxed. 
He cannot be persuaded to alter His Word nor talked into 
answering selfish prayer. In all our efforts to find God, to 
please Him, to commune with Him, we should remember 
that all change must be on our part. “I am the Lord, I 
change not.” We have but to meet His clearly stated terms,
bring our lives into accord with His revealed will, and His
infinite power will become instantly operative toward us 
in the manner set forth through the gospel in the 
Scriptures of truth.”  [Tozer – Knowledge of the Holy. p. 
37-38]

REVIEW

TRUE-FALSE

T   F   1. In Hebrews 11:1 faith is defined as "the assurance of 
things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.”

T   F   2. Faith comes by a direct revelation from heaven.

T   F   3. The New Testament teaches degrees of faith. (See 
Matthew 8:26; 15:28)



T   F   4. Demons have no faith in Christ

T   F   5. It is good to have faith but it is not a necessity.

T   F   6. Baptism is a good work a Christian does.

T   F   7. Baptism is an act of obedience expressing faith
in Christ.

T   F   8. Faith is used the same way in both the Old Testament and
in the New Testament.

Fill in the blanks

1. The term faith is used in what three ways?

a.

b.

c.

2. Alexander Campbell considered that the words __________
or ____________ clearly express the meaning of the word faith.

3.  A person may obey for two motives. What are they?

a,

b.



4. List three benefits of faith.

a.

b.

c.
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