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Amazing Grace, How sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me

I once was lost, but now am found
T'was blind but now I see

T'was Grace that taught my heart to fear
And Grace, my fears relieved

How precious did that grace appear
The hour I first believed

- John Newton, 1779

I. The Importance of Grace

Grace characterizes God's revelation from beginning to end. The 
word occurs in the Greek text of the New Testament some 170 times. 
Paul uses the term about 100 times in his writings. He uses it both as a
salutation and a benediction. Every one of Paul's letters begins and ends 
with the word "grace." The Jewish greeting was shalom — peace. The 
Greek greeting was charis — grace. Paul uses both of them.

Someone said, “Grace is from the greatest Person offering with love
His greatest possessions and providing His greatest power to persons
with whom He does not need to share."

The source of grace is God, the Father, who is "the God of all 
Grace" (1 Peter 5:10); and the Lord Jesus Christ, who is "full of grace"
(Romans 1:7; John 1:14). The Holy Spirit is called "the Spirit of 
grace" (Hebrews 10:29), and "grace and truth came through Jesus 
Christ" (John 1:17; 1 Corinthians 1:4). 

That grace is from the Godhead indicates the great importance of 
Grace!

II. The Meaning and Use of the Word "Grace"

Grace, like love, is so deep in meaning that it cannot be fully 
defined. But its use in the Bible reveals some of the richness of its 
meaning. 

For example:



A. The meaning of "grace." 
The word "grace" (charis) comes from the Greek verb chairo, 

meaning "rejoice, be glad" or "that which afforded pleasure or caused
favor able regard." 

Grace in the New Testament is used:
1. for God's favorable attitude toward the Virgin Mary: "you have found 
favor (grace) with God" (Luke 1:30).
2. for the beauty or gracefulness of a person — "and Jesus “kept 
increasing in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men.” 
Luke 2:52 (NASB) 
3. to express good will or kindness of a master to a slave such as 
Pharaoh's grace or favor shown to Joseph (Acts 7:10).
4. to describe the offering of the Macedonian brethren to the 
churches of Judea (2 Corinthians 8:1). Also to describe the 
thanksgivings of those who received the gifts (2 Corinthians 9:11). It 
is interesting to note that the words "grace" and "gratitude" come from 
the same Greek word.

We see its meaning in the modern use of the term. 
Most life insurance policies provide for an extension of time in 

case one fails to pay the premium when it is due. That 30-day 
extension is called a "grace period." 

In most Christian homes, someone gives thanks for the food or 
"says grace" before they eat. 

Further meaning can be gleaned from the:

B.  Varied use of the term "grace" in the Bible:
1. When we pray we go to the throne of grace (Hebrews 4:16).
2. When we serve, it is according to the measure of grace (1 
Corinthians 15:10).
3. When we give, we are abounding in grace (2 Corinthians 8:7).
4. When we obey the gospel it is the gospel of grace (Acts 20:24).
5. When we endure suffering, it is due to the sufficiency of grace (2 
Corinthians 12:9).
6. The last message from God in the Bible is, "The grace of the 
Lord Jesus be with you all. Amen" (Revelation 22:21).



Because of these and other uses of the word, ArchbishopTrench in 
his synonyms of the new testament says of grace: "it is hardly too 
much to say that the mind of god has in no word uttered itself and all 
that was in his heart more distinctly than in this." 

III. God's “Common Grace”

The term "common grace" is used when referring to the "goodness 
of God" to ALL mankind. This means that God blesses all mankind 
in some areas regardless of their relationship to Him.

A. God provides material blessings for all men. 

Jesus said that God "causes His sun to rise on the evil and the 
good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous." (Matthew
5:45, NASB).  Jesus adds: "for He Himself is kind to ungrateful and 
evil men." (Luke 6:35, NASB). David concludes that "The LORD is
good to all, And His mercies are over all His works." (Psalms 145:9,
NASB).

Paul told the pagans at Lystra that God "did not leave Himself 
without witness {evidence of His Being}, in that He did good and gave
you rains from heaven and fruitful seasons, satisfying your hearts with 
food and gladness." (Acts 14:17, NASB). This is why people who 
reject God and turn to idols "are without excuse" (Romans 1:20).

Note that this goodness was given to all mankind without 
regard to their relationship to Him.

B. Purpose for God's "Common Grace." 

His purpose is that all men may come to know Him, repent of 
their sins and turn to Him for forgiveness. Paul writes, "Or do you 
think lightly of the riches of His kindness and tolerance and patience, 
not knowing that the kindness of God leads you to repentance?" 
(Romans 2:4, NASB). It is not God's will "that any should perish, 
but that all should come to repentance" (2 Peter 3:9). This is the 
reason for His "Common Grace."



IV. God's Saving Grace

A. What is His "Saving" Grace?

1. Grace defined. 

The best known and highest use of the term "grace," charis, is in 
reference to God's saving grace. It has been defined as "unmerited 
favor," "something we need but do not deserve," and God's 
"undeserved favor toward sinful man, whereby, He has provided for 
man's redemption through the sacrificial death of His Son Jesus 
Christ."

Let us be clear about this: sinners do not deserve forgiveness; 
they deserve punishment, which is only fair and just. So when the 
gracious God forgives sinners, i.e., when He cancels their 
punishment, He is treating them the very opposite of what they 
deserve. This concept is at the heart of saving grace, which is at the
heart of God’s nature. The God of grace earnestly desires to 
forgive all sinners.

2. Grace Exemplified.

The best example of Grace is found in Romans 5:6-11. Paul 
describes man's hopeless condition. He was helpless, "ungodly," a 
"sinner," and an "enemy" of God! 
Romans 5:6-10 (NASB) 
6  For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the

ungodly. 7  For one will hardly die for a righteous man; though 

perhaps for the good man someone would dare even to die. 8  But 
God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet 

sinners, Christ died for us. 9  Much more then, having now been 
justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God 

through Him. 10  For if while we were enemies we were reconciled 
to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been 
reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. 



Since his crimes were against God, other men could not save him,
and neither could he save himself. Into this desperate situation came 
God and His Son Jesus.

The Father planned man's escape and Jesus carried it out. Jesus 
took man's place, dying for his sins, paying the penalty for them. 
Through His death He made possible the forgiveness of man's sins 
and his reconciliation with God whom he had offended, thereby 
saving man "from the wrath of God" (v. 9,). Man deserved punish-
ment, but God gave him pardon. This is grace!

Paul elaborates, "But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great 
love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in our 
transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have 
been saved)" (Ephesians 2:4-5, NASB). 

Paul stresses that it was God's "rich mercy" and "'great love" that 
caused Him to extend forgiveness to man, "according to the riches of His 
grace!" (Ephesians 1:7, NASB).

B. God's Grace is Received through Faith. 

We need to see the single word “grace” standing for ALL God has 
done to save mankind.  Grace is an "umbrella" word that covers 
everything that God has done, is doing, and will yet do for us. 
Faith is also an "umbrella" word that covers everything that man 
must do for God to be saved, keep saved, and please Him.

In Ephesians 2:8, Paul states, "By grace you have been saved 
through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God" 
(NASB). The word "it," refers to the gift of "salvation."

This salvation, Paul says, is "not as a result of works, so that no 
one may boast." (Ephesians 2:9, NASB). But it is a gift from God 
that man receives by faith. This is GRACE!

There are two reasons why salvation must be a gift: 
(1) Mankind, in our weakness, could never live a perfect life nor do 
enough good deeds to earn salvation. (See Jesus' parable in 
Matthew 18:23-24). 
(2) Only the blood of Christ can wash away sin. Good deeds are 
unable to do that (Ephesians 1:7; Hebrews 9:22; 1 Peter 1:18-19; 



Revelation 1:5). We meet that blood when we believe and obey the 
gospel and by God's grace are forgiven (Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38). What
Grace provides, Faith accepts!

C. God's Grace is Universal — potentially. 

The glorious good news is that "where sin increased, grace 
abounded all the more" (Romans 5:20, NASB). Paul tells Titus, "The
grace of God hath appeared, bringing salvation to all men ..." (Titus 
2:11, ASV). 

Some deny that the gospel is for all men, teaching that God's 
grace is only for certain elect individuals whom God has chosen 
from all eternity to be the recipients of His mercy.  This is what 
Calvinism calls “Unconditional Election.”

But the Scriptures say that God desires "all men to be saved and to 
come to the knowledge of the truth." (1 Timothy 2:4, NASB). "but is 
patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come 
to repentance. " (2 Peter 3:9, NASB; cf. 1 Timothy 2:6; I John 2:2; 
John 1:29; Hebrews 2:9). 

Notice the "ALLs.” God's grace is universal in that it has the 
potential to save all men. But in actuality its universality depends 
upon man's acceptance of God's gift of grace. The last message Jesus 
sent to earth was, "The Spirit and the bride say, "Come." And let the one 
who hears say, "Come." And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one 
who wishes take the water of life without cost." (Revelation 22:17, 
NASB). 

God's grace is for all who will believe and obey.  His grace is for the
"whosoever will," not the "whosoever won't!"

V. Saved by Grace for Good Works

A. Good Works — a natural result of Grace. 

Paul says one is saved "by grace" (Ephesians 2:5), "through 
faith" (Ephesians 2:8), "for good works" (Ephesians 2:10). He makes 
clear that good works cannot earn or merit salvation (Romans 4:4,5; 
11:6). But he makes very plain that good works naturally result 



from grace and are required by grace. In Titus 2:11-14, Paul states 
that Jesus died for us that He might "purify for Himself a people for 
His own possession, zealous for good deeds." (v. 14).

Good works can never earn salvation; but there is something 
radically wrong if salvation does not produce good works. For 
though Paul rejected "works" as a condition of salvation, no one 
more firmly demanded them as a consequence of it.  

Jesus emphasized "bearing fruit" in John 15.  He says, "My Father 
is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be My 
disciples." (John 15:8, NASB). "Every branch in Me that does not bear 
fruit, He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit, He prunes it, 
that it may bear more fruit" (John 15:2, NASB).

B. Grace does not eliminate obedience to Christ 

Some hold that if one is saved by grace, then obedience in 
baptism is not necessary to salvation. They hold that baptism is a 
"work" whereby those who do it are trying to earn salvation. 
Nothing could be further from the truth.

Jesus meant what He said “Go therefore and make disciples of 
all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the 
Son and the Holy Spirit, 20  teaching them to observe all that I 
commanded you.”  (Matthew 28:19-20, NASB) 

Peter told the 3000 on Pentecost to "Repent, and each of you be
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your 
sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit." (Acts 2:38, 
NASB). 

Paul was baptized to "wash away" his sins (Acts 22:16). Yet both
men insisted that we are saved "by grace"! (Acts 15:11; Ephesians 
2:8). They saw no conflict between being saved by grace and being 
obedient to the faith.

It is true that we can do nothing to earn salvation. It is false that we
do nothing in reference to salvation. Philippians 2:12-13 says, "work
out your salvation with fear and trembling."

One significant result of an understanding of the biblical doctrine 
of the grace of God is that it places obedience in its proper 
perspective. Obedience ceases to be a work of merit and becomes 



what God intended it to be — a response of faith. Dr. Jack Cottrell 
says, “I like to summarize salvation, using Eph. 2:8-10 and Col. 
2:12, thus: we are saved BY GRACE, THROUGH FAITH, IN 
BAPTISM, FOR GOOD WORKS.

Also some people seem to think that grace eliminates the 
necessity to repent when we sin as a Christian. That somehow God 
just overlooks and excuses our sins. BUT grace is seen in God's 
provision for forgiveness, and His willingness to forgive when we 
genuinely turn from sin. Grace does not mean that God ignores or 
condones our sins. God's Word still says, "Do not be deceived, God is
not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap." (Gal. 
6:7 NASB). Paul adds that when Christ returns He will punish those 
“who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus." (2 Thessalonians 
1:8-9, NASB). Grace is received when one believes and obeys the
gospel.

VI. God's Sustaining Grace

A. Grace gives the power to live and serve God. 

Grace is not only the means by which God saves us (Titus 2:11), 
it is also the sustaining power that enables us to persevere in the 
Christian life.

Hebrews 13:9 says that the heart is "strengthened by grace." Paul 
writes Timothy, "You therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in 
Christ Jesus" (2 Timothy 2:1 NASB). Paul prays, "Now may our Lord
Jesus Christ Himself and God our Father, who has loved us and given 
us eternal comfort and good hope by grace, 17  comfort and strengthen
your hearts in every good work and word." (2 Thessalonians 2:16-17 
NASB).

Paul has a beautiful testimony to grace and how it had saved and 
sustained him, even though a past persecutor of Christ's church. He 
says, "But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward 
me did not prove vain; but I labored even more than all of them, yet 
not I, but the grace of God with me. " (1 Corinthians 15:10,  NASB; cf. 
Ephesians 3:8; Romans 1:5; 12:2; 15:15).



God's grace had saved him, and commissioned him to preach the 
gospel. It motivated him to hard work and gave him the power to 
fulfill his mission in life for God (Phil. 4:13). God's grace can do the 
same for us. Oh, the surpassing "riches of His grace!" (Ephesians 1:7; 
2:7, NASB).

B. Grace sustains the Christian in adversity.
 

Paul had been given the marvelous experience in Paradise (2 
Corinthians 12:l-13). But because of its greatness, he was given a 
"thorn in the flesh" to keep him humble. Three times Paul begged the 
Lord to remove it. But God said, "My grace is sufficient for you, for 
power is perfected in weakness" (2 Corinthians 12:9, NASB). God 
meant that He would not remove the thorn but would give him the 
power to endure it.

With this sustaining grace, Paul said he now gloried in his 
weaknesses, "the power of Christ may dwell in me." (2 Corinthians 
12:9). With Christ's power (sustaining grace) he now could say 
"Therefore I am well content with weaknesses, with insults, with 
distresses, with persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ's sake; for 
when I am weak, then I am strong." (2 Corinthians 12:10, NASB). 

With God's grace to sustain us we can sing,
Through many dangers, toils and snares I have already come; 

Tis grace has brought me safe thus far,
And grace will lead me home.

VII. Continuing in the Grace of God

A. Grace is not necessarily a permanent state.
 

Some teach that "once in grace, always in grace. Or, one saved 
always saved." This is not necessarily so. It can be. It should be. God 
wants it to be permanent. But God does not force us to obey the 
gospel, nor does He force us to remain in Christ! We may choose to go 
or stay! God made us that way. It is called "free will."  This doctrine of 



“once saved” has it's origins in the theology of Augustine who by 
introducing the concept of “total depravity” seriously 
compromised the reality of free will.

1.  God has provided ample power to enable us to remain in 
Christ — in grace. 

In Romans 8:31-39, Paul eloquently argues his case that no 
outside person or power can separate us from the love of Christ: 
(1) The disasters of the world do not, rather, they tend to bring one 
closer (Romans 8:35-36). 
(2) Nothing in the course of life or death can do it (Rom 8:38). 
(3) Nothing in the expanses of space, no persons or powers whether 
earthly or heavenly, nothing in the whole universe can separate us 
from the love of Christ (Romans 8:38-39). Against all these "things 
we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us." (Romans
8:37, NASB). That is reassuring!

PLEASE NOTE — Paul here is not discussing what man or a 
woman, a free moral agent, may do him or her self.  The Christian, if
he or she so chooses, can remove themselves from Christ's love 
and grace. But no one else can.
Notice the following scriptures:

2. Warnings of falling away from God.

Jesus said, "Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, He 
takes away (cuts off). ... If anyone does not abide in Me, he is 
thrown away as a branch, and dries up: and they gather them, and cast 
them into the fire, and they are burned" (John 15:2,6). A branch 
cannot be cut off unless it has first been in the vine. Jesus said, if it 
does not remain in the vine it is cut off. The abiding or going 
depends on the branch, that is you and I, the Christian.

1 Corinthians 9:26-27 — Notice Paul's concern about being 
disqualified from the race. Other Scriptures that warn of the possibility



of leaving the faith are: I Timothy 1:18-19; 4:1; 6:10; Hebrews 6:4-6; 
2 Peter 1:20-21; 3:17-18.

Galatians 5:2-4 is a powerful warning against turning from Christ 
and falling from grace. Paul says that the Galatian Christians who 
turned from the gospel to circumcision and the Law for salvation — 
"to be justified" — would find that 
(1) Christ would be of "no profit benefit" to them in life or in death,
in time or in eternity (5:2). 
(2) They would be severed from Christ (5:4)
(3) They would have "fallen away from grace!" (5:4).  W.E. Vine, 
was an English Biblical scholar, theologian, and writer, most 
famous for Vine's Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words.
He says: "How then could they be saved to whom Christ was of no 
advantage, who had been severed from Christ, who had fallen away 
from grace?" 

God is infinite and God is gracious, however, God's grace is not 
infinite. We experience the grace of an infinite God, but grace is not
infinite. God sets limits to His patience and forbearance. He warns 
us over and over again that someday the ax will fall and His 
judgment will be poured out.

3. One must meet God's conditions to remain in grace. 

Hebrews 3:12-14 is an earnest plea to remain faithful to Christ. It 
warns "Take care, brethren, that there not be in any one of you an evil, 
unbelieving heart that falls away from the living God. 13  But 
encourage one another day after day, as long as it is still called 
"Today," so that none of you will be hardened by the deceitfulness of 
sin. 14  For we have become partakers of Christ, if we hold fast the 
beginning of our assurance firm until the end" (NASB)

The Word teaches us to: 
a. continue in the grace of God (Acts 13:43), 
b. stand in grace (Romans 5:2), 
c. be strong in the grace of Christ (2 Timothy 2:1), and 
d. grow in the grace of Christ (2 Peter 3:18).



God wants us to be saved, but He does not force us against our 
will to remain in Him. God does not force us to become a Christian;
He does not force us to remain one! It is our decision. Jesus' plea is,
" Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life. " 
(Revelation 2:10 NASB).

B. Future grace. 

The Christian can say with the poet, Robert Browning, "Grow old 
along with me, the best is yet to be." 

The grace that God gives us in this life is called "Amazing, 
Wonderful, Marvelous." But "future" grace will be even more glorious.

When we were saved, God raised us up with Christ, and seated 
us with Him in heavenly places (Ephesians 2:6). Paul says this was 
done "in order that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing 
riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus" (Ephesians 
2:7, NASB). Peter says, "fix your hope completely on the grace to be 
brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. " (1 Peter 1:13, NASB).

Regarding this "future grace," Paul says, "I consider that the 
sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with 
the glory that is to be revealed to us" (Romans 8:18, NASB).

The term "revelation of Jesus Christ" (1 Peter 1:13) refers to His 
second coming. (See 1 Peter 1:7; 4:13; 2 Thessalonians 1:7; Luke 
17:30.) 

Paul's term "ages to come" in contrast with this present age, 
speaks of eternity with God.  Kenneth Boles, in his commentary on 
Ephesians, says "The present age is usually contrasted with the age to 
come; the temporal contrasted with the eternal (1:21; cf. Mark 10:30).
This verse carries the contrast a step further, depicting the future as an
unending series of “ages,” as opposed to the age that is temporary and
singular. Paul’s thought is that God plans to show kindness to his 
children throughout all eternity."

We can only guess at the full extent of this "future grace." 
But we know some of what it will include:

1. We will be fully adopted as His sons (Romans 8:23,19).



2. We will receive our new bodies (2 Corinthians 5:1-4; Phil. 3:20-21; 
cf. 1 Corinthians 15:51-53).
3. We will occupy our new home (John 14:1-3).
4. God and Christ will dwell with us in a personal way similar to the 
Garden of Eden (Revelation 21:1-4).

"God was not content to show or demonstrate His grace in one 
great act alone; He will do this forever" (Boles, Ephesians).

Small wonder that Paul describes the riches of His grace with 
the word, "exceeding" (KJV), "immeasurable" (RSV), "surpassing" 
(NASB), and "incomparable" (NIV). It is impossible to describe the 
wonderful "riches of His grace" that God has in store for His people!

One day at a Bible Conference in Northfield, Massachusetts, 
D.L. Moody asked the blind hymn writer, Fanny Crosby, to give a 
personal testimony. She first hesitated, then rose and said, "There is 
one hymn I have written which has never been published. I call it my 
soul's poem. Sometimes when I'm troubled, I repeat it to myself, for it
brings comfort to my heart."  She then recited:

Someday the silver cord will break,
and I no more as now shall sing; 

But, oh, the joy when I shall wake
within the palace of The King!
And I shall see Him face to face, 

and tell the story saved by grace!"

At the age of 95, Fanny Crosby passed into glory and saw the 
face of Jesus. What a glorious day!



Review

1. Paul used the word "grace" about______________times in his 
writings, both as a___________________________and a

2. The word "grace" in the New Testament is used to describe various
things. List three:
a._______________________________________________
b._______________________________________________
c._______________________________________________

3. What is "common grace"? __________________________

What is God's purpose for “common grace?”

4. Define God's "saving grace." ________________________

5. Grace is best exemplified in what acts of God?

6. What is meant by "limited grace"?____________________

7.  Explain why there is no conflict between "being saved by grace" 
and being baptized._________________________________

8. Give two reasons why it is impossible to be saved without grace.

9. Explain why grace is not necessarily a permanent state.


