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I. The Origin and Reason for the Plan of Redemption

Various names have been used to describe God's Plan of 
Redemption, such as: "the gospel of your salvation" (Ephesians 
1:13), "the word of reconciliation (2 Corinthians 5:19), and the 
"Scheme of Redemption." All refer to God's purpose to save 
mankind.

The primary meaning of the word "redeem" is to "buy back." In
the Old Testament the word "redeem" was used when a slave was 
bought back and set free, or when a piece of land was redeemed 
(Leviticus 25:48-49; Ruth 4:1-4).  It is one of the most meaningful 
words in the Bible in that it expresses the purpose for which God 
gave His Son (Galatians 3:13; 4:5).

A.  The Origin. 

The Plan for redeeming man was created in heaven by God 
"before the foundation of the world" (1 Peter 1:19-20; Ephesians 
1:4; 1 Peter 25:34). God had decided to make man in His image 
(Genesis 1:26; 5:1). He  knew that man would fall, so the "remedy"
was already planned before man was created. The remedy was the 
blood of Christ (Ephesians 1:7).

B.  The Reason. 

Sin was the reason God prepared the Plan. Adam and Eve 
sinned in Eden. Man has continued to sin since then (Romans 
3:23). Jesus said, "Everyone who commits sin is the slave of sin" 
(John 8:34). In the New Testament men are declared to be in 
bondage — the Jews to the Law (Galatians 4:3; Romans 7:1); the 
Gentiles to idols (Galatians 4:8;  1 Corinthians 12:2), and all men 
to sin (Romans 6:16-17).

God's purpose in the Plan was to release man from this bondage
through the gospel (Romans 6:17-18).

II. The Unfolding of God's Plan of Redemption



A.  God begins preparation for man's redemption. 

When man sinned in Eden, God was ready. He immediately 
began to implement His Plan.

1. He predicted the coming of the Messiah (Genesis 3:15).

2. He chose Abraham to head up His "chosen people" and gave 
him the Promise that through his seed the Savior would come 
(Genesis 12:1-3; 22:15-18).

3. God gave the Law to Moses and Israel at Sinai (Exodus 20).

B.  The Law — used to prepare Israel for Christ.

1. God used the Law to define or reveal sin. 
Paul said, "Through the Law comes the knowledge of sin," and 

"I would not have known what sin was except through the Law" 
(Romans 3:20; 7:7, NASB). Through the Law God placed a 
magnifying glass on sin so that man could dearly see and recognize
it.

2. The Law revealed the extent and enormity of sin. 
Paul said that the Law, which was good, brought death in order 

that "sin might become utterly sinful" (Romans 7:13, NASB). Sin 
was now seen in its true nature!

3. The Law proved to man that he was powerless to keep all the
laws of God. 

It convinced him that he needed a Savior.
Galatians 3:19 (GW) 
19  What, then, is the purpose of the laws given to Moses? They 
were added to identify what wrongdoing is. Moses' laws did this 
until the descendant to whom the promise was given came. It was 
put into effect through angels, using a mediator. 

Thus, the Law prepared Israel for Christ!



C.  Old Testament types and prophets — foretell Christ's 
coming and death.

1.  Definitions Worth Knowing

a.  Prefigured / Foreshadowed
An early indication or version of something. To show, suggest, 

or announce by an antecedent type, image, or likeness.  To picture 
or imagine beforehand.  An antecedent is a thing or event that 
existed before or logically precedes another. 

b.  Types / Shadows
A  person or thing symbolizing or exemplifying the ideal or 

defining characteristics of something.  A particular kind, class, or 
group.  Something distinguishable as a variety.
 
c.  Prophecy

The inspired declaration of divine will and purpose; a 
prediction of something to come.

2.   God filled the Old Testament with types or shadows

These prefigured the real events in the New Testament.  
For example, the animals sacrificed in the Temple worship, the 

blood sprinkled on the Day of Atonement, the scapegoat. All these 
taught that it took a death, blood, to atone for sin. 

Other types foreshadowed Christ: the offering of Isaac (Genesis
22), the Passover lamb in Egypt (Exodus 12), Moses and 
Melchizedek (Acts 3:22-23; Hebrews 5:5-6), all point to Jesus.

3.  The Prophets foretold His coming. 

From Moses to Malachi the prophets Prophesied the coming of 
the Redeemer — well over 300 predictions in the Old Testament of
Christ. 

On the road to Emmaus, Luke says Jesus taught the two, 
"Beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, He explained to 



them the things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures" (Luke 
24:27). 

By type and by prophesy, the Old Testament prepared Israel for 
Christ.

III. The Completion of the Plan of Redemption

A. Christ's death and God's Plan. 

After centuries of preparation God completes His Plan. 
Paul states 

 Galatians 4:3-5 (NASB) 
3  So also we, while we were children, were held in bondage under 
the elemental things of the world. 4  But when the fullness of the 
time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under 
the Law, 5  so that He might redeem those who were under the 
Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons. 

Christ achieved this redemption when he "gave himself for us, 
to set us free from every sin" (Titus 2:14,GW). 

Peter explains, 
1 Peter 2:24 (GW) 
24  Christ carried our sins in his body on the cross so that freed 
from our sins, we could live a life that has God's approval. His 
wounds have healed you. 

When a slave was redeemed, it required a "redeemer" and a 
"ransom." Christ our redeemer paid the ransom for our release. The
ransom was His own life. He came to earth "to give His life a 
'ransom for many" (Mark 10:45).

 Man was in captivity. He could not break the grip of sin.
Jesus paid the price so man could go free. Under grace, "Sin shall 
not be your master" (Romans 6:14, NIV).

Christ paid a costly price for our freedom — His own blood 
(Acts 20:28; Hebrews 9:12; 5:7-9; 12:2-3). "Christ redeemed us 
from the 'curse of the law' having become a curse for us . . ." 
(Galatians 3:13). He bore the curse (penalty) that would have 
rested on us!



President Harry Truman was asked to speak at a rally to raise 
funds to help the children of a White House guard, officer Leslie 
Coffelt, who had been killed protecting the president on November
1, 1950. With great feeling, Mr. Truman said, "You can't imagine 
how a man feels when someone else dies for him!" The Christian 
can!  A plaque was installed in Blair House to commemorate White
House Police officer Leslie Coffelt.  We commemorate our Lord 
each Sunday when we partake of the Communion.

Christ's redemption provided the means of saving people in all 
ages.  It reaches the past. Christ "has died as a ransom to set them 
free from the sins committed under the first covenant" (Hebrews 
9:15, NIV). Israel had their sacrifices but they did not remove sin, 
since "it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away
sins" (Hebrews 10:4). But the cross of Christ did provide 
forgiveness for those under the Law who had offered the sacrifices 
God commanded.

All sins are forgiven through Christ — before and since the 
cross.  The blood of Calvary flows backward as well as forward. 

B. Climax of Plan — The Cross and Resurrection. 

The Cross and the Resurrection completed the Plan of 
Redemption. Paul states it concisely of Christ

Romans 4:25 (NASB) 
25  He who was delivered over because of our transgressions, and 
was raised because of our justification. 

At the Cross, the ransom was paid, the curse removed; Christ 
had atoned for His people's sins. Christ was raised up to guarantee 
their justification or innocence. The resurrection forever revealed 
God's acceptance of His Son's sacrifice and atoning work.

C. The Divine and Human sides of Redemption. 

God's part of redemption has been completed. To receive this 
salvation, though, man must do his part. Jesus gave the conditions 
for receiving salvation. The apostles repeated them in Acts.

Jesus commanded sinners to: 



1) believe — trust in Him as Lord and Savior (Mark 16:16; Acts 
2:36), 
2) repent and forsake their sins (Luke 24:47; Acts 2:38),
Luke 24:47 (GW) 
47  Scripture also says that by the authority of Jesus people would 
be told to turn to God and change the way they think and act so 
that their sins will be forgiven. This would be told to people from 
all nations, beginning in the city of Jerusalem. 
3) confess Jesus as God's Son and their Savior (Acts 8:37; 
Romans 10:9-10) 
4) be baptized into Christ (1 Peter 28:19; Acts 2:38; Galatians 
3:26-27), and they would receive forgiveness. 

This is man's part in receiving this gift of grace.  Let's put it 
another way.  It is the believer's responsibility to choose to have 
faith in Christ, to change the way they think and act, and to 
publicly confess their allegiance to the Son of God.  The believer is
active in those three.  But baptism is done by a representative of 
Christ, that is, another baptized believer.  The one being immersed 
is passive during the baptism.
 
IV. Efforts to Change the Plan of Salvation

A.  Attempts to "add to" the Plan. 

Judaizers is a term for Christians who decide to adopt Jewish 
customs and practices such as, primarily, the Law of Moses. They 
are distinct from Jewish Christians.   This term Judaizer is derived 
from the Koine word Ἰουδαΐζειν (Ioudaizein) used once in the 
Greek New Testament.
Galatians 2:14 (GW) 
14  But I saw that they were not properly following the truth of the 
Good News. So I told Cephas in front of everyone, “You're Jewish, 
but you live like a person who is not Jewish. So how can you insist 
that people who are not Jewish must live like Jews?” 

Paul publicly challenges Peter for compelling gentile converts 
to Early Christianity to "judaize", also known as the Incident at 
Antioch.



The Judaizers in the New Testament taught that the gospel was 
insufficient to save. One needed to be circumcised and keep the 
Law of Moses, as well as obey the gospel, to be saved (Acts 
15:1,5). This was false, since the New Testament clearly states that 
the gospel and the gospel alone saves (Romans 1:16; Acts 4:12). A 
conference led by the Holy Spirit and the apostles settled the 
matter (Acts 15:6-29; Galatians 2:1-10). 

There are a number of Christian groups today who still follow 
similar doctrine, such as the Seventh Day Adventists, Seventh Day 
Assembly of God, Seventh Day Baptists, Seventh Day Pentecostal 
Church of Zion, The United Church of God, etc.

B.  Schemes to remove the "blood" from the gospel. 

Some "liberal" churches removed from their hymn books the 
songs that referred to "blood." They considered them vulgar, 
calling them   "slaughter house religion." 

What does the Bible have to say about "blood?"
Matthew 26:28 (NASB) 
28  for this is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for 
many for forgiveness of sins. 
Romans 3:25 (NIV2011) 
25  God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through the 
shedding of his blood—to be received by faith. He did this to 
demonstrate his righteousness, because in his forbearance he had 
left the sins committed beforehand unpunished 
Romans 5:9-10 (NIV2011) 
9  Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more 
shall we be saved from God’s wrath through him! 10  For if, while 
we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through the 
death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we
be saved through his life! 
Ephesians 1:6-7 (NIV2011) 
7  In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of
sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace 



Hebrews 9:22 (NASB) 
22  without shedding of blood there is no forgiveness. 
1 Peter 1:17-21 (NASB) 
17  If you address as Father the One who impartially judges 
according to each one's work, conduct yourselves in fear during 

the time of your stay on earth; 18  knowing that you were not 
redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile

way of life inherited from your forefathers, 19  but with precious 
blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ. 
20  For He was foreknown before the foundation of the world, but 

has appeared in these last times for the sake of you 21  who 
through Him are believers in God, who raised Him from the dead 
and gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God. 

When Peter tried to persuade Jesus from going to the Cross, he 
almost fell into Satan's trap. He did not understand then without 

blood there is no forgiveness.  He finally learned that 18  that you 
were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from 

your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, 19  but with 
precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood 
of Christ.

C. Efforts to take "baptism" from the gospel plan. 

Since the time of Huldrych Zwingli, there have been consistent 
efforts to remove baptism from the conversion process. Jesus gave 
the terms for receiving salvation. Baptism is one of them (1 Peter 
28:19). Some today deny that baptism is a part of that plan. They 
view it more as an option than an essential part of conversion — 
not necessary for forgiveness.

It is ironic that many who have not believed this, now are 
saying that it is part of Christ's salvation plan.

For instance, Dr. George R. Beasley-Murray, well-known 
Baptist scholar of Great Britain and author of the book Baptism in 
the New Testament.



This enduring study of Christian baptism by G. R. Beasley-
Murray presents a critical defense of the doctrine of believers' 
baptism on the basis of the New Testament evidence.  Beasley-
Murray proceeds to the foundations of Christian baptism in the 
career of Jesus, its emergence as recorded in the Acts of the 
Apostles, and its development in the New Testament epistolary 
literature.  Throughout this work, Beasley-Murray continually 
focuses on the necessity of baptism and its relationship to grace, 
faith, the Spirit, the church, ethics, and hope. He also presents a 
careful, well-balanced examination of the rise and significance of 
infant baptism — one of the most debated elements in the doctrine 
of baptism today. 

Dr. Beasley-Murray emphasizes that once one realizes that 
baptism and conversion are inseparably kept together, only then 
one can appreciate how it is that Paul can say,

Romans 6:3 (NIV2011) 
3  Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ 
Jesus were baptized into his death? 
Galatians 3:27 (NASB) 
27  For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed 
yourselves with Christ.

And, Dr. Robert Stein, Professor of New Testament 
Interpretation at the Southern Baptist Seminary says: "...there is no 
difficulty in seeing justification intimately associated with 
baptism."

Jesus commanded baptism and made it part of the "new birth" 
of conversion (John 3:3-5; Mark 16:16). The Spirit-led apostles 
commanded and taught it as a condition for forgiveness (Acts 
2:38). 

There are eleven cases of conversion recorded in the book of 
Acts, and in eight cases of conversion in Acts, baptism is 
mentioned in each one as part of the process.

It seems highly dangerous to contradict Jesus and the apostles, 
and reduce their command to an option or a nonessential! Lets not 
change God's Plan of Redemption.

D.  Substitutes for the Plan.



Some would substitute the so-called "Sinner's Prayer" or the 
charge to "receive Jesus into your heart" for Jesus' commands to 
the sinner (Mark 16:16). 

The only time in Acts an alien sinner is told to pray was when 
Ananias told Saul, "Arise, and be baptized, and wash away your 
sins, calling on His name"  (Acts 22:16). In other words, "Pray as 
you obey." Don't substitute praying for obeying!

The proof text used for the "receive Jesus" statement, 
Revelation 3:20, does not refer to the "alien" sinner. Rather, Jesus 
is speaking to the church at Laodicea, to Christians, seeking 
admission to their lives (Revelation 3:13).

E.  Eliminating Jesus from the Plan. 

The most disturbing trend yet is the idea that even Jesus himself
is not necessary to salvation! 

Research shows that a significant portion of  respondents say 
that all 'good people' will go to heaven, whether or not they have 
embraced Jesus Christ.
1 Peter 4:17-19 (GW) 
17  The time has come for the judgment to begin, and it will begin 
with God's family. If it starts with us, what will be the end for those

who refuse to obey the Good News of God? 18   If it's hard for the 
person who has God's approval to be saved, what will happen to 

the godless sinner? 19  Those who suffer because that is God's will
for them must entrust themselves to a faithful creator and continue 
to do what is good. 

As God's "redeemed ones," may we hold fast to our 
"Redeemer" and the one sure hope of heaven!



REVIEW

1. The primary meaning of the word "redeem" is _________

2. The New Testament declares mankind to be in bondage
a.  The Jews to_____________________________________
b.  The Gentiles to__________________________________
c.  All men to_____________________________________

3. The Law was used to prepare Israel for Christ. List 3 ways this was 
done.
a._______________________________________________
b._______________________________________________
c._______________________________________________

4. As God "unfolded" His plan, He filled the Old Testament with types 
depicting New Testament realities. List 3.
a._______________________________________________
b._______________________________________________
c._______________________________________________

5.  The climax of God's Plan of Redemption was when Jesus was

6.  The Old Testament has over____________prophecies of
Jesus, the Messiah.

7. When a slave was redeemed, it required a______________
and a________________.  Jesus was both (Galatians 3:13; 4:5; Mark
10:45).

8. Discuss the Divine and Human sides of redemption.

9. Explain two efforts to change the Plan of Salvation.


