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What The Bible Says About Hope

Ecclesiastes 9:3-4 (GW) 
3   Everyone shares the same destiny. Moreover, the hearts of 
mortals are full of evil. Madness is in their hearts while they are 

still alive. After that, they join the dead. 4  But all who are among 
the living have hope,  

Where there's life, there's hope.  Hope is a key element in our 
natural and our spiritual lives.  

The Roman author, Publicus Terentius, about 159 B.C., wrote: 
"While there's life, there's hope."  Alexander Pope, 18th-century 
English poet, wrote, "Hope springs eternal in the human breast."  
Even Stephen Hawkins, the English theoretical physicist, 
cosmologist, and author, says "While there's life, there's hope."

Chief Plenty Coups of the Crow Nation guided his people 
through the deep crisis brought by the invasion of the white man. 
Shortly before his death in 1932, he said to his biographer: 

“When the buffalo went away the hearts of my people 
fell to the ground, and they could not lift them up again. 
After this nothing happened.” 

What is hope? Webster defines it as, "Desire with expectation 
of obtaining what is desired, or belief that it is obtainable." The 
Hebrew word means "to wait with confidence," "to wait," "to long 
for," "to hope." It is found 64 times in the OT in both negative as 
well as positive contexts, and 68 times in the New Testament, also 
in both negative as well as positive contexts.  The New Testament 
word for hope refers to a "favorable and confident expectation." 

Hope includes "the happy anticipation of good." It is coupled 
with faith, with trust, and has to do with the future and the unseen 
(Hebrews11:1; Psalms 71:5; Romans 8:24-25).

Helen Keller once said: "Nothing can be done without hope and
confidence."  Abraham Lincoln said: "My dream is of a place and 
time where America will once again be seen as the last best hope 
of earth."  As a 11-year-old, Malala Yousafzai began advocating for
educational rights for females in Pakistan.  When she was 15, the 
Taliban attempted to murder her.  She recovered in a British 



hospital, and set out to bring hope to young Muslim girls.  As a 
result of her work to bring hope,  atthe age of 17 she was awarded 
the Nobel Peace Price, the youngest Nobel laureate.

I. The Importance of Hope

A. Hope is a prominent theme in the Bible. The word "hope" 
appears 132 times in the Bible (NASB). Its importance is seen in 
that: 
a)  God is called "the God of hope" (Romans 15:13); 
b)  Jesus is called "Christ Jesus our hope" (1 Timothy 1:1); 
c)  Christians are to rejoice "in hope" (Romans 12:12); 
d)  Hope "does not disappoint us," or put us to shame (Romans 
5:5 NIV); 
e)  "we are saved by hope" (Romans 8:24, KJV); and 
f)  We are to be ready always to give " a reason concerning the 
hope" that is in us (1 Peter 3:15, ASV).

Hope is one of the three great pillars of the Christian faith, along 
with faith and love 
1 Corinthians 13:13 (NASB) 
13  But now faith, hope, love, abide these three; but the greatest of 
these is love. 
 It is one of the sevenfold truths of Christianity, one of the seven 
basics of Christian unity 
Ephesians 4:4-6 (NASB) 
4  There is one body and one Spirit, just as also you were called in 

one hope of your calling; 5  one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6

 one God and Father of all who is over all and through all and in 
all. 

Hope is called: 
"the blessed hope" (Titus 2:13), 
"good hope" (2 Thessalonians 2:16), 
"a living hope" (1 Peter 1:3), and 
"a better hope," both "sure and steadfast" (Hebrews 7:19; 6:19). 
Truly a doctrine worth studying!



B. Hope is important in our daily lives. 

There is nothing is so indispensable, so powerful as hope. In all
of life's endeavors, hope plays a vital part. The farmer plants and 
harvests "in hope" of sharing in the crops (1 Corinthians 9:10). The
student studies hard hoping that it will equip him for a fruitful life. 
We marry and establish homes in hope of children and a rich life 
together.

It is "hope" that sustains us in physical sickness, family 
calamities, financial crises, and death. Hope that tomorrow will 
bring a brighter day! Perhaps you recall the movie "The Poseidon 
Adventure," and the haunting theme song sung by Maurene 
McGovern:

There's got to be a morning after
If we can hold on through the night

We have a chance to find the sunshine
Let's keep on looking for the light

Oh, can't you see the morning after?
It's waiting right outside the storm 
There's got to be a morning after
There's got to be a morning after
There's got to be a morning after

It is this "hope in the future" that brings "joy in the present!"

II. The Basis or Ground for the Christian's Hope.

A. False hope — Wrong foundation. 

Some people have hope but it is based on a fraudulent 
foundation; it rests on sand not on Rock! (Matthew 7). Some hope 
is mere wishful thinking. Wishful thinking is the formation of 
beliefs and making decisions according to what might be pleasing 
to imagine instead of by appealing to evidence, rationality, or 
reality.  You go in and buy a lottery ticket, knowing the previous 
six scratch offs didn't win, but you hope that the seventh will be the



big winner.    The hope had no sure basis.
Many today reject Christ and His gospel and risk their eternal 

souls on some futile hope with no foundation. When facing death 
they often find themselves yearning for some ray of hope beyond 
the horizon. A classic example of this is Robert G. Ingersoll.

After years of lecturing against Christianity for a fee, and of 
scoffing at the Bible and the church, the renowned orator found 
himself called upon to speak at the funeral of his brother. As he 
gazed upon the casketed form of one whom he described as "a 
brave and tender man," his eyes filled with tears he could not hide 
and finally he bowed his head upon the coffin in uncontrollable 
grief. It was only after a great struggle for composure that he read 
the funeral oration which contained the following memorable 
words:

 "Life is a narrow vale between the cold and barren peaks 
of two eternities. We strive in vain to look beyond the 
heights. We cry aloud, and the only answer is the echo of 
our wailing cry. From the voiceless lips of the unreplying 
dead there comes no word; but in the night of death hope 
sees a star and listening love can hear the rustle of a 
wing."

   The star of which the noted infidel spoke is the glimmering light 
of eternity inherent in the human personality from the beginning; 
the rustling wing is that of the celestial messenger of hope come to 
conduct the faithful to a better clime.

The "star" and the "rustling wing" revealed the deep longing of 
his heart for life, and for some word of hope from beyond the 
grave. 

How sad that he had spent his life rejecting the one sure 
foundation that would have given him "hope" — Jesus and the 
gospel!

B. True hope — Right foundation. 

The Christian's hope is based on:

1. God and his promises. 



Psalm 146:5 (NASB) 
5  How blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, Whose hope 
is in the LORD his God, 
Jeremiah 17:7 (NASB) 
7  "Blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD 
Paul said, 
1 Timothy 4:10 (NASB) 
10  we have fixed our hope on the living God, who is the Savior of 
all men, especially of believers. 

Because God's promises are sure, Joshua said,
Joshua 21:45 (NASB) 
45  Not one of the good promises which the LORD had made to the
house of Israel failed; all came to pass. 

2. Jesus and the gospel. 
Paul speaks of "Christ Jesus, who is our hope" (1 Timothy 1:1).

Colossians 1:27: "Christ in you, the hope of glory" We in Christ, 
Christ in us is our hope. Paul urges the Christians to "continue in 
the faith firmly established and steadfast, and not moved away 
from the hope of the gospel that you have heard" (Colossians 1:23, 
NASB).

In Jesus' death, He paid the penalty for sin, thereby freeing us 
from its guilt (1 Peter 2:24; Romans 8:1-2). In His resurrection, He
"abolished death, and brought life and immortality to light through
the gospel" (2 Timothy 1:10, ASV). Peter states that through "His 
great mercy" God "has caused us to be born again to a living hope
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead" (1 Peter 
1:3, NASB). Jesus confirmed this when He said, "Because I live, 
you shall live also" (John 14:19, NASB). 

The gospel is a sure basis for our hope! We sing with Edward 
Mote:

My hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesus' blood and righteousness; 

I dare not trust the sweetest frame,
But wholly lean on Jesus' name. 

On Christ the Solid Rock, I stand: 



All other ground is sinking sand!

III. Metaphors Descriptive of the Christian's Hope

The Scriptures have a number of terms describing the 
Christian's hope. Here are two.

A. Hope is the Christian's refuge or shelter. 
Hebrews 6:17-18 (NASB) 
17  In the same way God, desiring even more to show to the heirs 
of the promise the unchangeableness of His purpose, interposed 

with an oath, 18  so that by two unchangeable things in which it is 
impossible for God to lie, we who have taken refuge would have 
strong encouragement to take hold of the hope set before us. 

There were two places in the Old Testament where a person 
could flee for refuge from the avenger:

1.  The Altar in the Temple 
(Exodus 21:12-14; 1 Kings 1:50-53). He would take hold of the 
horns on the altar. If innocent he could be spared. If guilty, he 
would be killed (Exodus 21:14; 1 Kings 2:28-34).

2.  The six Cities of Refuge 
In Numbers 35:9-28, God had Moses establish six cities of refuge. 
If a person by accident killed someone, he could flee to one of 
these cities and there find refuge from the avenger until he could 
have a fair trial.
Hebrews 6:18 pictures our hope as a refuge from the storms of life 
and the coming wrath, as we grasp the "hope of eternal life" 
offered in the gospel (Titus 1:2).



B. Hope is the Christian's anchor for the soul. 

A second metaphor is found in Hebrews 6:19, "This hope we have
as an anchor of the soul."  This figure does not occur anywhere 
else in the Bible, but in the Greek and Roman classics, and on 
ancient coins, an anchor is often used as an emblem of hope. 
The anchor became a symbol of hope for Christians in the first and
second centuries. They placed it on their lamps, their jewelry, their 
tombstones, just about everywhere. Anchors on ships were used to 
secure them during storms and to keep them safe in harbors, to 
prevent shipwreck (1 Timothy 1:19).  And, when one draws a cross
in a certain way, it can be come an anchor.

1.  The Christians hope is "sure and steadfast" (Hebrews 6:19). 
This "anchor of hope" will not slip or lose its grip.
It is "firm and secure" (NIV). As long as we hold firmly to our 
hope in Christ, we can ride out the storms of life into that eternal 
harbor, our "Haven of Rest."

Though the angry surges roll
On my tempest driven soul, 
I am peaceful, for I know,

Wildly though the winds my blow, 
I've an anchor safe and sure
That can ever more endure, 

And it holds. My anchor holds!

2.  The Christian's hope "enters within the veil" 
Hebrews 6:19-20 (NASB) 
19  This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, a hope both sure 

and steadfast and one which enters within the veil, 20  where Jesus
has entered as a forerunner for us, having become a high priest 
forever according to the order of Melchizedek. 

This veil refers to the one in the temple that separated the Holy 
Place from the Holy of Holies.

The veil was symbolic of death and the Holy of Holies was 
symbolic of heaven. Hebrews says that our "hope-anchor" reaches 
into heaven where Jesus has already gone, as our "forerunner." 



There, as our High Priest, "to appear in the presence of God for 
us," to make atonement for our sins (Hebrews 9:23-24).

While Christ is there and our hope in Him is steadfast, there is 
no danger.   The metaphor Paul is using is that of an anchor, which 
instead of being cast down into the sea, goes into the heaven where
Christ is.   Hope, like a heavenly sky hook, goes into heaven and 
takes hold of the throne of God. This is why hope, the anchor of 
our souls, holds us steady and secure. It is as secure as God 
Himself!

IV. For What Should the Christian Hope?

A.  Hope for the resurrection from the dead

 Paul states that 
Philippians 3:7-11 (NASB) 
7  But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have 
counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 8  More than that, I count all
things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ 
Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and 
count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ, 9  and may be 
found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from 
the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the 
righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith, 10  that 
I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the 
fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death; 11  in 
order that I may attain to the resurrection from the dead. 

This is the hope of all mankind. In fact, Paul said, "19  If we have 
hoped in Christ in this life only, we are of all men most to be 
pitied." (1 Corinthians 15:19, NASB).

The Christian now, because of Christ's resurrection, eagerly 
anticipates his own resurrection when Jesus returns (1 
Thessalonians 4:16-17). This great fact is memorialized in the act 
of baptism. Baptism points two ways — backward to the death, 
burial, and resurrection of Christ, and forward to the glorious 
resurrection of the believer.   The noted Greek scholar, Dr. A.T. 
Robinson wrote: 



"Baptism is a picture of the past and of the present, 
and a prophecy of the future. The matchless preacher of 
the new life in Christ!"

B. Hope for full or complete salvation. 

When we believe and obey the gospel, we are saved - from all 
past sins. But we cannot at this time see our final and complete 
salvation until we enter into eternal life. Paul refers to this as "the 
hope of salvation" (1 Thessalonians 5:8, NASB). He says, "We 
ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as 
we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our 
bodies" (Romans 8:23, NIV).

In the New Testament, salvation is referred to in three tenses:
the past, the present, and the future.

1.  It is a "past event" when, by the grace of God, we obeyed the 
gospel and received forgiveness for all past sins (Romans 8:24; 
Mark 16:16).
2.  It is a "present experience" as we grow and mature in Christ 
and work out our salvation with fear and trembling (2 Peter 3:18; 2
Corinthians 5:17; Philippians 2:12).
3.  It is a "future hope" that we long for and work toward 
throughout our lives (Romans 8:23; 13:11; 1 Thessalonians 5:8).

Full salvation includes an adoption and a redemption:
a.  Our full "adoption as sons" (Romans 8:23). We became
sons of God when we believed and were baptized into
Christ (Galatians 3:26-27). This "adoption" Paul refers to in
Romans 8:23 is the final resurrection when we will be publicly and
universally acknowledged as the sons of God.

b.  The redemption of the body. This is when we receive
our new spiritual bodies made in the likeness of Christ's
glorified body (Philippians 3:20-21). This is the "inheritance,"
which is "reserved in heaven" for us. It is the "salvation ready to be
revealed in the last time" (1 Peter 1:4-5, NASB). 



These are two very important factors of complete salvation.

C. Hope for eternal life. 
One of Paul's reasons for being a Christian was "in the hope of 

eternal life, which God, who cannot lie, promised long ages ago" 
(Titus 1:2; cf. 3:7). The rich young ruler asked Jesus how to inherit
eternal life (Mark 10:17). Man wants to live eternally. Now in
Christ Jesus he can! (Romans 6:23; Hebrews5:9; John 3:16).

D. Hope for seeing and sharing God's glory. 
Paul said, "We rejoice in hope of the glory of God" (Romans 

5:2.
Through sin, man has fallen short of God's glory (Romans 3:23). 
But now, in Christ, we will not only see the ''glory of God," but we 
will share that glory!

Jesus prayed that His apostles would be with Him and see His 
glory (John 17:24). Peter, James, and John saw some of His glory 
at the Transfiguration (Matthew 19:2; Luke 9:29). Paul saw 
Christ's glory on the Damascus Road (Acts 26:13).

Paul wrote: "When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then you 
also will be revealed with Him in glory" (Colossians 3:4, NASB). 
John states that "when He appears, we shall be like Him for we 
shall see Him as He is" (1 John 3:2, NIV).

Part of our glory will be that:
1.  We will have a body like "His glorious body" (Philippians 
3:21). Our new bodies will be: imperishable, glorious, powerful, 
and spiritual (1 Corinthians 15:42f).

2.  We will have a glorious home (John 14:1-3). More details of 
our heavenly home are given in Revelation 21-22.

3.  We will wear a crown of "glory" (1 Pet. 5:1,4,10). Surely Paul
was right when he said, "The sufferings of this present time are not
worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us!" 
(Romans 8:18, NASB).



V: The Need for Hope Today

A.  The tragedy of life "without hope." 
Our world needs many things. Hope is certainly near the top of 

the list.  Many are like the Gentiles Paul writes about "having no 
hope and without God in the world" (Ephesians 2:12). The former 
is a result of the latter.

Before Christ came, the Gentiles were in God's world but had 
no true knowledge of Him. They had some evidence of His favor 
and love, but no hope of spending eternity with Him! This is true 
of all sinners who know not God. They are "Christless, Godless, 
Hopeless."

Dante, in his "Inferno" wrote that over the Gates of Hell are 
inscribed these words, "Abandon all hope, ye who enter here!" 
This is true for "those who do not know God and do not obey 
the gospel of our Lord Jesus" (2 Thessalonians 1:8, NIV).

But because of a loving God there is "good news" for lost 
mankind! 

Here is the "Rest of the Story."

B. The blessings of a life "with hope." 
Victor Hugo wrote, "The word that God writes on the brow of 

every man is hope." Jesus came and by His great mercy, "we have 
been born anew to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead" (1 Peter 1:3, RSV). Before Jesus ascended 
back to heaven He told His apostles, "I go to prepare a place for 
you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and
receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also" 
(John 14;2,3, NASB). 

HOPE!
From the southern end of Africa extends a long cape which for 

centuries was considered a fatal barrier to all navigators. Whoever 
was caught in its swirling waters went down to a watery grave. 

The first European to reach the cape was the Portuguese 
explorer Bartolomeu Dias on 12 March 1488, who named it the 
"Cape of Storms" (Cabo das Tormentas). 



It was later renamed by John II of Portugal as "Cape of Good 
Hope" (Cabo da Boa Esperança) because of the great optimism 
engendered by the opening of a sea route to India and the East.

So also there jutted out into the sea of life the black Cape of 
Death, and all who sailed beyond it seemed to be gone forever. But
Jesus sailed through this dark and awful cape and emerged "alive 
forevermore" on the other side (Revelation 1:18). He thus changed 
it into the Cape of Good Hope through the "hope of the Gospel" 
(Colossians 1:23). 

1.  Some of the blessings of hope.

a.  Joy and Peace. 
Paul prays, "May the God of hope fill you with all joy and 

peace in believing, that you may abound in hope by the power of 
the Holy Spirit" (Romans 15:13, NASB). Joy and peace are 
blessings that God gives us as we exercise hope in Him. He wants 
us to "abound in hope" and through the power of the Holy
Spirit enables us to do so.

b.  Hope produces "perseverance, endurance." 
Romans 8:25 (NASB) 
25  But if we hope for what we do not see, with perseverance we 
wait eagerly for it. 

We hope for what is in the future, perhaps a distant future. It 
may take time to obtain the object of our hope. But sincere hope 
combined with genuine faith will persevere and "wait eagerly for 
it." 

Jesus tells of a servant who lost faith in his master's return and 
stopped looking for it. He began to live wickedly. To his dismay 
the master returned and punished him severely. He lost his 
endurance when he lost his faith and hope. (Matthew 24:45f)

c.  Hope motivates purity of life. 
John writes, "We know that when He appears we shall be like 

Him, for we shall see Him as He is. And every one who thus hopes 
in Him purifies himself as He is pure" (1 John 3:2-3, RSV).



Peter echoes this thought in 2 Peter 4:11,14. Hope is a great 
incentive for holy living.

d.  Hope brings confidence. 
Paul constantly encouraged the early Christians not to "lose 

heart" in their service to Christ (Galatians 6:9; Ephesians 3:13; 2 
Corinthians 4:1). Discouragement, lack of confidence, can 
devastate a weak Christian. Paul states that God loves us and "by 
His grace gave us eternal encouragement and good hope" (2 
Thessalonians 2:16, NIV). That "good hope" tells us not to "lose 
heart in doing good, for in due time we shall reap if we do not 
grow weary" (Galatians 6:9, NASB).

A firm belief in God's promises gives the hope that sustains us 
through all of life's trials. In Paul's eloquent appeal in 2 
Corinthians 4:7-8, he concludes that this "momentary, light 
affliction" was not worth comparing to the eternal glory awaiting 
him. This hope brought confidence and comfort!

Alexander Campbell debated Robert Owen in 1828 on the 
subject of the existence of God. In preparation for the debate, Mr. 
Owen visited Mr. Campbell at his home in Bethany, Virginia, now 
West Virginia. Mr. Owen had spent his life denying God, Christ, 
and the inspiration of the Bible.

In one of their excursions about the farm, they came to Mr. 
Campbell's family burying-ground when Mr. Owen stopped and 
addressing himself to Mr. Campbell said,

'There is one advantage I have over the Christian: I am not 
afraid to die. Most Christians have fear in death, but if some few 
items of my business were settled, I should be perfectly willing to 
die at any moment"

"Well," answered Mr. Campbell, "you say you have no fear in 
death, have you any hope in death?"

After a solemn pause, Mr. Owen replied that he did not!
"Then," rejoined Mr. Campbell (pointing to an ox standing 

nearby), "you are on a level with that brute. He has fed till he is 
satisfied, and stands in the shade whisking off the flies, and has 
neither hope nor fear in death." (Robert Richardson, Memoirs of 
Alexander Campbell Vol. l, p.242).



The Christian hope is not simply a trembling, hesitant hope that
perhaps the promises of God may be true. It is the confident 
expectation that they cannot be anything else than true!

An unknown poet wrote:
Sometimes on the Rock, I tremble,
Faint of heart and weak of knee; 
But the steadfast Rock of Ages

Never trembles under me!" 

Review
1.  What is hope?  _______________________

2.  Hope is one of the pillars of the Christian faith. The other two 

are  _______________________ 

and  _______________________

3.  The Christian's hope is based on:

a.   _______________________

b.   _______________________

4.  Explain the purpose for the six cities of refuge. See
Numbers 35:9-28.  _______________________

5.  Explain how hope is like an anchor.



List two facts about the Christian anchor.

  _______________________

and
  _______________________

6.  Our full salvation includes these two blessings (see
Romans 8:23): 

a.  _______________________

b.  _______________________

7.  When the Christian shares God's glory, it will include:

a.  Philippians 3:21   _______________________

b.  John 14:1-3   _______________________

c.  I Peter 5:1,4; Revelation 2:10   _______________________

8.  List some blessings of "hope."

a.  _______________________

b.  _______________________

c.  _______________________


