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I.  Biblical Teaching on God's Judgment

We would much rather study such topics as God's grace, 
mercy, love and forgiveness.  However, if we are to be true to the 
Bible, we have to take God's teaching on judgment seriously.  
Why?  Because one topic both Old Testament and New Testament 
emphasize is the reality and terror of God's wrath.  The word 
"wrath" is used in the Bible over 380 times.

However, this theme is sadly lacking in preaching today. One 
famous preacher boasts that he never preaches on sin, wrath, or the
judgment to come.  

But if we neglect to teach that God is also a God of wrath, we 
present only a half-truth, for there are two sides to God's self-
revelation.  He is The God of Love, and He is the God of wrath.  
Both must be taught!

A. Examples of God's Judgments in the Bible
Abraham, while interceding for Sodom, said, (Genesis 18:25 

NASB) 25  "Far be it from You to do such a thing, to slay the 
righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous and the wicked are
treated alike. Far be it from You! Shall not the Judge of all the 
earth deal justly?" 

Hebrews 12:23 speaks of  God "the Judge of all..."  God is the 
Judge of all and His judgments cover all mankind. For instance:

God judged Adam and Eve, casting them out of the Garden 
of Eden (Genesis 3).

God judged the corrupt world of Noah's day, sending a 
flood that washed them away (Genesis 6-8).

God judged Sodom and Gomorrah, destroying them with 
fire from heaven (Genesis 18-19).

He judged Egypt, Pharaoh, and the cruel taskmasters sending 
the ten plagues and the waters of the Red Sea (Exodus 7-12, 14).

He judged Nadab and Abihu (Leviticus 10; Korah, Dathan, 
and Abiram (Numbers 16).

God sent Israel into captivity in Assyria (2 Kings 17); and 
Judah to Babylon because of idolatry (2 Kings 25).

In New Testament times, judgment fell on the Jews when 



God allowed Jerusalem to be destroyed (A.D. 70), for rejecting 
Jesus as the Messiah (Luke 19:41-44; 21:20-24). Also, judgment 
fell on Ananias and Sapphira for lying to God (Acts 5); on 
Herod for his pride (Acts 12); and on Elymas for his opposition to
the gospel (Acts 13). 

God does judge and punish evil!

B. God Judges and Punishes Sinners in Various Ways
Sometimes He punished men directly from heaven.  Like the 

flood, the plagues in Egypt, and Herod Agrippa I (Genesis 6-8; 
Exodus 7-12; Acts 12:21-23).

At other times God used pagan rulers to punish Israel, like 
Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon (Ezra 5:12); and the nations of 
Assyria and Rome.

God also uses orderly government to execute His judgments.
Paul says the civil ruler is God's servant to do good. But the civil 
ruler is also brings punishment on the wrongdoer: (Romans 13:3 
NASB) 3  For rulers are not a cause of fear for good behavior, but
for evil. Do you want to have no fear of authority? Do what is 
good and you will have praise from the same; 

This is the dual purpose of government: to reward the 
obedient and punish the disobedient.

However, not all judging is done in this life. Many criminals 
are never caught and their crimes never punished in this life. Will 
they ever be punished for their Sins? The Scriptures would say, 
Yes!  Scriptures point out the certainty of a coming day of 
universal judgment.

The New Testament looks to "the day of judgment," "the day 
of wrath," "the wrath to come," etc.  (cf. Matthew 10:15; 12:36; 2 
Peter 2:9; 3:7; Romans 2:5; 1 Thessalonians 1:10; Acts 17:31; 
24:25; John 5:29; Jude 6; 1 John 4:17.)
Hebrews 9:27 (NASB) 27  And inasmuch as it is appointed for 
men to die once and after this comes judgment, 

The wise person will prepare for that day, the great "Judgment
Day."
II. The Wrath of God



The wrath of God is a very unpopular concept today.  Some 
say it is an outdated idea that only ignorant people believe. Yet, the
Bible is filled with it.   Examine the concordance in your Study 
Bible, and you will discover there are more references in Scripture 
to the anger, fury, and wrath of God than there are to His love and 
tenderness.  In the NASB, "wrath" is mentioned more than 380 
times.  Why?  This can be explained by the following 
characteristics of God:

A. The Dual Nature of God — Love and Wrath. 
The love, mercy, and grace of God are marvelous! All 

Christians are thankful for these attributes of God. But to leave out 
His wrath is to preach a partial message. He is not just One or the 
Other; He is both!

Paul expresses it fully in Romans 11:22 (NASB) 22  Behold 
then the kindness and severity of God; to those who fell, severity, 
but to you, God's kindness, if you continue in His kindness; 
otherwise you also will be cut off. 

Nahum in 1:2, he says, "The Lord takes vengeance and .., 
reserves His wrath for His enemies;"  and in 1:7 says, "Jehovah is 
good." Throughout Scripture we see this duality of God.

From the days of Adam and Eve, mankind's great temptation is
to distrust the God of Creation, and recreate Him in mankind's 
likeness.  If God doesn't act like I think He should, I will not 
believe in Him. This is rebellion. This is idolatry where the created
makes a god to suit his lifestyle. (cf. Romans 1:21-24.)

B. The danger of denying the wrath of God

1.  Without it the gospel is meaningless. 
One needs to understand the wrath of God for the death of 

Christ to have meaning. Without the sacrificial death of Christ the 
whole plan of salvation is pointless. His death is absurd if there is 
no sin. He died for nothing if there is no punishment for sin (see 
Galatians 2:21).

If we reject the wrath of God, we will not understand the 



gospel of salvation from wrath, nor the propitiatory achievement of
the cross, nor the wonder of the redeeming love of God, nor shall 
we be able to make head or tail of the book of Revelation; nor will 
our evangelism have the urgency enjoined by Jude 1:23 (MSG) 23
 Go after those who take the wrong way. Be tender with sinners, 
but not soft on sin. The sin itself stinks to high heaven. 

Neither our knowledge of God, nor our service to Him, will be
in accord with His Word." 

2. Reject wrath and soon all of the gospel will be gone!
Once we have given up wrath, can sin, judgment, or the cross be 
far behind?  Without the one, the others lose their meaning.  Once
we have abandoned wrath, the whole Bible becomes unintelligible.

We need to accept God as He is — with His love, wrath, 
mercy, and righteousness. To see God's wrath brings gratitude and 
appreciation for our salvation. Only as we see the sinner's end can 
we fully realize what Jesus accomplished at the cross (Hebrews 
9:26; 1 Peter 2:24). Only the one who knows the greatness of 
wrath will be mastered by the greatness of mercy. 

In 1937, Dr. H. Richard Niebuhr, in his book,The Kingdom of 
God in America, makes a most profound statement:  

“A God without wrath brought men without sin into a
Kingdom without judgment through the ministrations of a
Christ without a Cross.”  
Dr. Niebuhr was one of the most important Christian 

theological ethicists in 20th century America, and he was pointing 
out how liberalism twists the Gospel of Christ.  

When one begins to deny God's wrath, there is no stopping 
place.

C. The character of God's wrath. 

Many today reject or mute the idea of wrath because they view
it as somehow unworthy of God. Man's wrath suggests a loss of 
self-control, an outburst of anger, caused by wounded pride, or 
plain bad temper. They assume that God's anger is the same. It is 
not. God's wrath is very unlike human wrath.



1. God's wrath is Never an Impulsive, Irritable, Immoral Act. 
God's wrath is not caused by some hurt to His pride or person. 

Rather, it is a thoughtful and necessary reaction to moral evil. 
Some of our anger can be called "righteous indignation." But all of 
God's indignation is "righteous." Jesus' anger was caused by the 
hard hearts of the Jews; not by any personal hurt or insult to 
Himself (Mark 3:5; cf. John 2:13-17). Righteous anger should be 
toward sin — not the sinner.

2. God's wrath is always judicial, His wrath is like a judge, 
administering justice

A human judge reaches a guilty or innocent verdict by 
investigating the facts of the case in light of the law. The decision 
may cause the judge much soul-searching and anguish of heart. 
But in view of the law it is the right one. 

God's decisions to punish are carried out in much the same 
way. He examines my actions in light of His Word and then 
decides to punish or justify. It is a calm, deliberate decision. Not 
one reached in a moment of high emotion.

It is also a righteous act. Eugene Peterson has Paul tells us that

Romans 2:5 (MSG) 5  You're not getting by with anything. 
Every refusal and avoidance of God adds fuel to the fire. The day 
is coming when it's going to blaze hot and high, God's fiery and 
righteous judgment.

We will know then that "the Judge of all the earth" has done 
right! (Genesis 18:25). 

3. God's wrath is something men choose for themselves. 
Jesus said, John 3:19 (NASB) 19  "This is the judgment, that 

the Light has come into the world, and men loved the darkness 
rather than the Light, for their deeds were evil. 

Humanity chooses darkness rather than light when they love sin 
more than righteousness.

The three statements in Romans 1:24-28, that God "gave them
over" could sound like harsh, arbitrary acts. But notice the context:

Romans 1:20-24 — God "gave them over" after man had 



rejected the clear knowledge of God and turned to idols.
Romans 1:25-27 — God gave them over because the women 

were lusting for women, and men for men. Paul further describes 
the pagan lifestyle in Ephesians 4:18-19 (NASB) 18  being 
darkened in their understanding, excluded from the life of God ... 
because of the hardness of their heart; 19  and they, having 
become callous, have given themselves over to sensuality for the 
practice of every kind of impurity with greediness. 

Romans 1:28-29 — God gave them over because they refused 
to acknowledge God and (Romans 1:25 NASB) 25  they 
exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served the
creature rather than the Creator

They gave themselves up to sin! 
God gave them over to judgment!

Nobody stands under the wrath of God except those who have 
chosen to do so. The essence of God's action in wrath is to give 
mankind what they choose, in all its implication; nothing more, 
and equally nothing less.

D. Reasons for God's wrath: His holiness and His hatred
of sin

1.  That God is Holy is the foundation of the Christian faith. 
The Bible is filled with this truth. Jehovah spoke from Mount 

Sinai for Israel to be holy, for He is holy (Leviticus 11:44-45). His 
eyes are "too pure to look on evil" and He "cannot tolerate wrong,"
(cf.  Habakkuk 1:13). James 1:13 (NASB) 13  Let no one say when
he is tempted, "I am being tempted by God"; for God cannot be 
tempted by evil, and He Himself does not tempt anyone. 

The tabernacle was divided into two rooms. The first was 
called the Holy Place, and the inner room, symbolic of God's 
dwelling, was called the Holy of Holies. On the crown or turban of
the High Priest were the words "Holy to the Lord" (Exodus 39:30).

God's holiness is so pronounced that the heavenly creatures 
state it in a threefold manner, "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD 



Almighty!" (Isaiah 6:3; Revelation 4:8). 
God's name is to be "hallowed" or held "holy." Jesus said 

(Matthew 6:9 NASB) 9  "Pray, then, in this way: 'Our Father who 
is in heaven, Hallowed be Your name. 

2. God's holiness — purity and separation. 
God's holiness consists of two parts: 
One, He is pure in character, in thought and motive. 
Two, He is separated from sin.
He cannot coexist with evil. Our sins separate us from Him, 

they hide His face, so that He refuses to hear our prayers (Isaiah 
59:1-3).  Because of His Holiness, God's wrath is His holy reaction
to sin, His moral indignation against evil. To be just or righteous, 
He must punish sin. A God that ignored or condoned sin would not 
be a righteous God. His wrath is natural and required if He is to 
reward the righteous and punish the wicked, which, as a just God, 
He must do.

If we are to be holy like God, we must have the same attitude. 
The Psalmist said, "Let those who love the LORD hate evil" 
(Psalms 97:10, NIV). Paul said, (Romans 12:9 GW) 9  Love 
sincerely. Hate evil. Hold on to what is good. 

Wrath is the logical reaction to sin. God could not be morally 
perfect and do otherwise.

3. God separates Himself from evil 
The Bible has a number of cases of God distancing Himself 

from sin:
a. Casting Adam and Eve from the Garden of Eden (Genesis 

3:21-24).
b. Directing Moses to build a fence around the base of Mt. 

Sinai, so the people would not touch it when God descended with 
the Ten Commandments (Exodus 19:10-13).

c. When God gave instructions for building the Tabernacle 
(later the Temple), He commanded Moses to install a curtain 
before the Holy of Holies, as a reminder that God was out of reach 
of sinners. Only the High Priest was allowed beyond the curtain, 
and that only once a year on the Day of Atonement, carrying the 



blood of sacrifice for his and Israel's sins (Leviticus 16:1-34).
God hates sin (Proverbs 6:16-19; Malachi 2:16). Calvary is the

evidence. He gave His Son to atone for, and erase, this awful evil. 
Sin is certainly a deep and dark stain on the soul of man to require 
such a stain remover!

III. The Great Judgment Day

A. Some Facts Concerning Judgment Day.

1. Names. 
The Scriptures give several names for the Day of Judgment. It 

is called "the Judgment" (Hebrews 9:27); the "day of judgment" (2 
Peter 2:9); judgment on the "great Day" (Jude 6); "day of Christ" 
(Philippians 1:10; 2:16); "day of Christ Jesus" (Philippians 1:6); 
"day of our Lord Jesus Christ" (1 Corinthians 1:8).

Sometimes these terms refer to the day of judgment (1 
Corinthians 1:8; 5:5 — "day of the Lord"). Other times they apply 
to the Lord's return (Philippians 1:6; 2 Corinthians 1:14; 1 
Thessalonians 5:2). Some seem to refer to both great events: His 
Return and the Judgment. They are obviously closely related.

2. One or many judgment days? 
Some Bible scholars teach that there are at least three 

judgment days: "The Sheep and Goat Judgment " (Matthew 25:31-
46; all the nations, except Jews, will be judged). "Judgment Seat of
Christ" (2 Corinthians 5:10; Christians will be judged); and the 
"Great White Throne Judgment" (Revelation 20:11-14; the wicked 
will be judged).

There is solid reason to believe that there is only one final 
judgment day.  Scripture always refers to a single "day" or time of 
judgment, not several days or times. 1 John 4:17 (NASB) 17  By 
this, love is perfected with us, so that we may have confidence in 
the day of judgment; 2 Timothy 1:12 (NASB) 12  I am convinced 
that He is able to guard what I have entrusted to Him until that 
day. (see 2 Thessalonians 1:10; Matthew 7:22; Romans 2:5; 2 Peter
3:7; Jude 6)  In all these references a single say of judgment is 



seen.
In Revelation 20:12, John says, "I saw the dead, the great and 

small, standing before the throne" (NASB). The "great and small" 
refer to all the dead. Mankind could be described as the "rich and 
poor," the "young and old/ or "Jews and Gentiles." This would 
include everyone. That statement "great and small" seems to refer 
to all people (Acts 10:42).

Albert Barnes comments: 
"There is no intimation here that it is the wicked dead

(only), that are referred to .... It is the judgment of all the 
dead."

Gareth Reese says he is, 
"convinced that the descriptions called The Sheep 

and Goat Judgments,' the 'Judgment Seat of Christ/ and 
the 'Great White Throne Judgment' are all descriptions of 
the same judgment scene" 

3. Time of the Judgment Day. 
The time of the last judgment is closely associated with the 

second coming of Christ (1 Corinthians 4:5; 1 Thessalonians 2:19; 
3:13; 5:23; 2 Thessalonians 1:6-10; 2 Timothy 4:1; 1 Peter 1:7; 
5:4; Revelation 22:12). 

Since the time of His coming is uncertain, the time of the 
judgment is also uncertain (1 Thessalonians 5:2,4). But it seems to 
follow shortly after the Lord's Return. 

We must be ready for both events at all times (Hebrews 10:25;
James 5:9; 1 Peter 4:5).

4. The standard or criterion of judgment. 
Jesus told the Jews, "He who rejects Me, and does not receive 

My sayings, has one who judges him; the word J spoke is what will
judge him at the last day" (John 12:48, NASB). Jesus explains why
His words are so important: "For I did not speak of my own 
accord, but the Father who sent me commanded me what to say 
and how to say it. I know that his command leads to eternal life. So
whatever I say is just what the Father has told me to say" (John 



12:49-50, NIV). This is why Jesus said, "Heaven and earth will 
pass away, but My words shall not pass away!" (Matthew 24:35, 
NASB). We will be glad we believed and obeyed them for we'll be 
judged by His words on that Day!

B. God's mercy is seen in the repeated warnings of 
judgment.

God says, "I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but 
rather that they turn from their ways and live" (Ezekiel 33:11, 
NIV). Peter states in 2 Peter 3:9 (NASB) 9  The Lord is not slow 
about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, 
not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.  As 
evidence of this, God gives repeated warnings before He brings 
His judgment on man. 

For example:

1. The Flood. 
Noah is called "a preacher of righteousness" (2 Peter 2:5). It is

possible that Noah may have warned the people for 120 years 
before the flood came (Genesis 6:3). Knowing God's attitude, it 
was certainly for a long time.

2. Babylonian Captivity. 
God sent prophets to warn Judah of their coming doom if they 

did not repent of their sins. Jeremiah, especially, pleaded and 
warned Judah to turn back to God. They burned his written 
messages from God, threw him into prison, and tried to kill him for
warning them! (Jeremiah 36; 38; 26). The destruction of Jerusalem,
the temple, the people was terrible. But the Jews refused to heed 
God's warnings and turn back to Him.

3. Destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70. 
Forty years before it came, Jesus begged the Jews to repent 

and let Him save them (Matthew 23:37-38). He stood on the 
Mount of Olives and pleaded with them to heed His warning of 
destruction (Luke 19:41-44). Their response? They plotted and 
finally killed Him rather than repent (Luke 19:47-48; Matthew 



27:22-25).
God would rather forgive than punish. He only punishes when 

all else fails to bring men to repentance. God's mercy is wide, but it
is not unending. God's patience does finally end, and His wrath is 
poured out on rebellious men. Hebrews 10:31 (NASB) 31  It is a 
terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the living God. 

C. Jesus the Judge on that Day

1. Biblical proof of this. 
Jesus made many claims while on earth. His claim to be the 

judge of the world is perhaps the most fantastic of all. He tells us 
in John 5:22 (NASB) 22  "For not even the Father judges anyone, 
but He has given all judgment to the Son, And He continues, "He 
gave Him authority to execute judgment, because He is the Son of 
Man" (John 5:27, NASB).

Paul states that God "has fixed [set] a day in which He will 
judge the world in righteousness through a Man whom He has 
appointed, having furnished proof to all men by raising Him 
[Jesus] from the dead" (Acts 17:31, NASB). 

Peter agrees saying, "He commanded us to preach to the 
people and to testify that He [Jesus] is the one whom God 
appointed as judge of the living and the dead" (Acts 10:42, NIV; 
cf. 2 Timothy 4:1).

The judge's bench (bema) is called the "Judgment Seat of 
Christ" (2 Corinthians 5:10). In Romans 14:10, it is called the 
"Judgment seat of God." From this we conclude that God will 
judge the world through Christ. Paul states: "God will judge the 
secrets of men through Jesus Christ" (Romans 2:15, NASB). The 
Father and the Son are one in judging as they are in all redemptive 
acts. Jesus, the world's Savior, is also its Judge. His claim to be 
Judge would be shocking if He were only a man, but if He is the 
Son of God, then it is sober Truth!

2. We will be judged as individuals. 
Each person will be judged as an individual, not as a nation, or

a group.



Mothers will not answer for daughters, nor sons for fathers. 
Peter says that God "judges according to each man's work ..."  (1 
Peter 1:17, NASB)  Even though 2 Corinthians 5:10 pictures a 
mass of humanity before the judgment seat, they are still judged as 
individuals ("each one will receive his own reward").

D.  Christians Shall judge Angels

1 Corinthians 6:2-3 (NASB) 2  Or do you not know that the saints 
will judge the world? If the world is judged by you, are you not 

competent to constitute the smallest law courts? 3  Do you not 
know that we will judge angels? How much more matters of this 
life? 

Man was made a little lower than the angels, and through 
redemption man was lifted into a place of fellowship with God, a 
position above the angels.  There is no indication in the context to 
understand if this is demons or fallen angels.  The text is not 
explicit enough to give us certainty.   We will find out on "that 
day." 

IV.  The Purposes for the Judgment Day

Paul says Romans 2:7-9 (NIV) 7  To those who by persistence 
in doing good seek glory, honor and immortality, he will give 
eternal life. 8  But for those who are self-seeking and who reject 
the truth and follow evil, there will be wrath and anger. 9  There 
will be trouble and distress for every human being who does evil: 
first for the Jew, then for the Gentile; 

This is a concise summary of the judgment. For the Christian 
it will be a blessed time, for the sinner it will be a horrible time.

A. Why the Christian is at the Judgment Seat. 

1. Not to learn whether he is saved or lost. 
The eternal destiny of the Christian is settled before He leaves 

this earth. His salvation depends on what he has done about Jesus 



and the gospel. Jesus says that the one who has believed in Him 
and been baptized "will be saved." But those who do not, "will be 
condemned" (Mark 16:16; cf. John 8:24). Paul states that those 
"who do not know God and do not obey the gospel" will be 
banished from God into eternal punishment (2 Thessalonians 1:8-
9).

The public examination of every person’s deeds will confirm 
God’s decision regarding each person’s eternal destiny.  It will 
demonstrate God’s righteousness and impartiality in judgment. No 
one will be able to accuse God of being unfair, nor have any basis 
for complaint about his fate. Everyone will be “without excuse” 
(Rom. 1:20; 2:1)

When we come to die, the supreme question is: "Is my name 
written in the Lamb's book of life?" — the roster of the redeemed. 
Speaking of heaven, John says that nothing sinful "shall ever come
into it, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb's book 
of life" (Revelation 21:27). 

When we obey the gospel, we are added to His church and our
names are inscribed in the Lamb's "book of life" (Acts 2:47; see 
Philippians 4:3). The saved will not only have their names written 
in the "Lamb's book of life," but will also have the names of Jesus 
and the Father inscribed on their foreheads! (Revelation 3:12; cf. 
Revelation 14:1). Branded as His!

This is all important, because "if anyone's name was not found
written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire" 
(Revelation 20:15, NASB; see Revelation 20:12; 3:5; 13:8; 17:8).

Our eternal destiny is settled before we die. Obviously, we 
must remain "faithful until death" if we would receive the "crown 
of life" (Revelation 2:10; see Revelation 3:5).

2. Christians go to judgment to receive rewards. 
We go to receive rewards for the deeds we have done on earth.

We do not go to judgment to receive our cup of salvation, but to 
see how full it is.  While salvation in the Bible is according to 
grace, judgment is always according to works, whether good or 
bad, for believer and unbeliever alike" (see Revelation 20:12-13; 
22:12 — judged by deeds).



We will be judged by our works and our words (2 Corinthians 
5:10; Matthew 12:36-37). These reflect character — one's thoughts
and deeds. If they are good, we will be rewarded (1 Corinthians 
3:14). If they are not, we will suffer loss (1 Corinthians 3:15). By 
grace we will be saved but "only as one escaping through flames" 
(1 Corinthians 3:15). But we will lose the reward we might have 
had.

Jesus, however, rewards those who labor faithfully and well 
for Him. He even rewards the "cup of cold water" (Matthew 
10:42). The differences in rewards are based on the sort of work 
each person has done. Some work is like gold and silver, and some 
is like wood and straw (1 Corinthians 3:10-15). Paul urges 
Christians to work with all their hearts knowing that from Christ 
we will receive a rich reward (Colossians 3:23-25).

Our work may seem small and earthly rewards few. Satan may
tempt us to self-pity. But if we work to the best of our ability, and 
remain faithful to the end, our reward will be great in heaven. 
Hebrews 6:10 (NIV) 10  God is not unjust; he will not forget your 
work and the love you have shown him as you have helped his 
people and continue to help them. 

Christians often do not realize there will be "degrees" of 
reward in the judgment.  Wayne Grudem makes this clear:

"Scripture also teaches that there will be degrees of reward for
believers. Paul encourages the Corinthians to be careful how they 
build the church on the foundation that has already been laid—
Jesus Christ himself.

Now  if  anyone  builds  on  the  foundation  with  gold,  silver,
precious stones, wood, hay, straw—each man’s work will become
manifest; for the Day will disclose it, because it will be revealed
with fire,  and the fire will  test  what sort  of work each one has
done.  If  the  work  which  any  man  has  built  on  the  foundation
survives, he will receive a reward. If any man’s work is burned up,
he will suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, but only as
through fire. (1 Cor. 3:12–15)

Paul  similarly  says  of  Christians  that  “we  must  all  appear
before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive what
is due him for the things done while in the body whether good or



bad” (2 Cor. 5:10), again implying degrees of reward for what we
have done in this life. Likewise, in the parable of the pounds, the
one  who  made  ten  pounds  more  was  told,  “You  shall  have
authority over ten cities,” and the one whose pound had made five
pounds more was told, “And you are to be over five cities” (Luke
19:17, 19). Many other passages likewise teach or imply degrees of
reward for believers at the final judgment.

But  we  must  guard  against  misunderstanding  here:  Even
though there will be degrees of reward in heaven, the joy of each
person will be full and complete for eternity. If we ask how this
can be when there are different degrees of reward, it simply shows
that our perception of happiness is based on the assumption that
happiness depends on what we possess or the status or power that
we  have.  In  actuality,  however,  our  true  happiness  consists  in
delighting in God and rejoicing in the status and recognition that
he has given us. The foolishness of thinking that only those who
have been highly  rewarded and given  great  status  will  be  fully
happy in heaven is seen when we realize that no matter how great a
reward  we  are  given,  there  will  always  be  those  with  greater
rewards,  or  who have higher  status  and authority,  including the
apostles, the heavenly creatures, and Jesus Christ and God himself.
Therefore  if  highest  status  were essential  for  people  to  be fully
happy, no one but God would be fully happy in heaven, which is
certainly  an incorrect  idea.  Moreover,  those with greater  reward
and honor in heaven, those nearest the throne of God, delight not in
their status but only in the privilege of falling down before God’s
throne to worship him (see Rev. 4:10–11). 

It would be morally and spiritually beneficial for us to have a
greater  consciousness  of  this  clear  New  Testament  teaching  on
degrees of heavenly reward.  Rather than making us competitive
with one another,  it  would cause us to  help and encourage one
another that we all may increase our heavenly reward, for God has
an  infinite  capacity  to  bring  blessing  to  us  all,  and  we  are  all
members of one another (cf.  1 Cor. 12:26–27). We would more
eagerly  heed the admonition of  the author of  Hebrews,  “Let  us
consider how to stir up one another to love and good works not
neglecting  to  meet  together,  as  is  the  habit  of  some,  but



encouraging  one  another and  all  the  more  as  you see  the  Day
drawing  near”  (Heb.  10:24–25)."   [Grudem,  W.  A.  (2004).
Systematic  theology:  an  introduction  to  biblical  doctrine  (pp.
1144–1145)]

The Scriptures do not state the nature of the reward. It may be 
the commendation of the Lord, "Well done" (Matthew 25:21). It 
may be a greater spiritual appreciation of heaven and God's 
blessings. It is unlikely to be a grander mansion on a hilltop as 
some think. Whatever its nature, it will be wonderful!

B. Why unbelievers are at the Judgment Seat. 
Jesus said, "A time is coming when all who are in their graves will 
hear his voice and come out — those who have done good will rise
to live, and those who have done evil will rise to be condemned" 
(John 5:28-29, NIV). This is when Christ will separate the sheep 
from the goats — the righteous from the unrighteous. Those who 
have confessed Him before men will now be confessed before the 
Father. Those who have denied Him, He will also deny (Matthew 
10:32-33). When Jesus, the Judge, says "Depart from Me!" these 
last "shall go away into eternal fire" (Matthew 25:41,46, NASB).
Those who "loved darkness rather than light"; who refused to 
believe "in the name of the only begotten Son of God"; who were 
ashamed of Christ and His words in this adulterous and sinful 
generation; who refused to obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus; but 
were thieves, greedy, drunkards, prostitutes, homosexuals and 
swindlers, will not inherit the Kingdom of God (John 3:19; 3:18; 
Mark 8:38; 2 Thessalonians 1:8; 1 Corinthians 6:9-10). Rather they
will hear Jesus say, "Depart from Me, accursed ones into the 
eternal fire which has prepared for the devil and his angels" 
(Matthew 25:41; Revelation 20:10).
The wicked, unrepentant sinners are at the judgment to receive 
their final condemnation. What a sad day it will be!

V.  Deliverance from God's Wrath

Paul teaches that, in the gospel, "the righteousness of God is 
revealed from faith to faith'' (Romans 1:17, NASB). Immediately 



following he writes: "The wrath of God is revealed from heaven 
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men . . ." (Romans 
8:18). Both are revealed from heaven by God.

How can we be delivered from the "wrath of God"? The 
answer is: The gospel was revealed to rescue us from God's wrath. 
Paul explains how. "Having now been justified by His blood, we 
shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him" (Romans 5:9, 
NASB).

Whose blood? Ephesians 1:7 says, we have redemption 
through Jesus' blood. In Romans 3:24-25 Paul speaks "of being 
justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in 
Christ Jesus; 25  whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in
His blood through faith"

What is a "propitiation"? It is a sacrifice that averts wrath 
through extinguishing the guilt of our sin. (see 1 John 2:2).

What does "justified" mean? It means to be forgiven, 
declared innocent, and accepted as righteous. This comes through 
faith in Christ and obedience to the gospel (Romans 5:1; Acts 
2:38,41; 2 Thessalonians 1:8). When we believe and obey the 
gospel, our sins are cleansed by the blood of Christ.

Acts 2:37-38 (NASB) 
37 

 Now when they heard this, they were
pierced to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, 

"Brethren, what shall we do?" 38  Peter said to them, "Repent, and
each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. 

Peter pleaded with the Jews on Pentecost to "be saved from 
this perverse generation!" (Acts 2:40). They responded by 
accepting His message about Christ and being baptized as Peter 
had instructed (Acts 2:41). This is how they escaped wrath in that 
day. It is how we escape wrath today!

To be called a "God-fearing man or woman" was once a 
compliment. It may or may not be today.  At the Judgment we'll be 
glad we feared and reverenced God and prepared to meet Him!  
The Old Testament prophet, Amos' advice is to "prepare to meet 
your God." (Amos 4:12). A familiar song offers sober advice:



Jesus is standing in Pilate's hall,
Friendless, forsaken, betrayed by all. 

Will you not hear His sweet, tender call?
Come unto Me today

And, an old poem says it this way:
What will you do with Jesus?

Neutral you cannot be. 
Some day your heart will be asking,

What will He do with me?

Review

1. What is meant by the "dual nature" of God?

2. Write some examples of God's wrath in the Bible.

3. Discuss the dangers that result from denying the wrath of God.

4. Explain the character or nature of God's wrath.

5. In Romans 1:20-28, "God gave them up" is stated 3 times. 
Explain these statements in their contexts.

6. Discuss the reasons for God's wrath. Is it logical?



7. Give some examples in the Old Testament where God separated 
Himself from evil.

8. What is the standard by which we will be judged at the Final 
Judgment?   

9. Who is the Judge at the Final Judgment?

10. What is the purpose for the Judgment:
a. for the Christian?

b. for the unbelievers?

11.  What is a "propitiation?"

12.  What does "justified" mean?


