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What The Bible Says About Sin

I.  The Origin of Sin.

II.  What is Sin?
A.  Words Translated Sin. --commission
1.  Sin is missing the mark.
2.  Sin is transgression of God's laws.
3.  Sin is lawlessness.
B.  Failure to do right -- omission

III.  Characteristics of Sin.
A.  Sin is selfish.
B.  It allures.
C.   It deceives.
D.  It enslaves.

IV.  Consequences of Sin.
A.  Sin separates from God.
B.  Sin takes peace from the soul.
C.  Sin brings suffering.
D.  Sin brings death.

V.  Cure for Sin.
A.  Jesus Himself provided the cure through His Sacrifice on the 
Cross.
B.  His blood cleanses from sin.
C.  Obedience to the gospel is necessary.



SIN 

Dr. J.H. Jowett once said, 
"I covet no phraseology that lends respectability to sin. 
The sorest injury we can do a man is to lighten his 
conception of the enormity of sin." 

Dr. R.G. Lee writes, 
"Sin is the most heinous and hellish thing in God's un-
iverse."  

I.    THE ORIGIN OF SIN

Sin originated in the Garden of Eden when Eve, deceived by the 
serpent, ate the forbidden fruit. Adam was not deceived but he ate the
fruit anyway. Man became a sinner by hearing, believing and obeying 
a lie, preached by the devil himself (Genesis 3:1-8).  There is no 
actual serpent reptile, Eve is being approached by Mr. Serpent, 
Satan himself. 



This act of disobedience brought sin into the world. Sin in turn 
brought death, for God had said in Genesis 2:17 (NASB) 17  but from 
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the 
day that you eat from it you will surely die.

In this act, Adam and Eve lost their pure, holy characters. They 
lost a beautiful home in the Garden of Eden. They lost the 
immediate presence of God, and eventually lost their physical lives.
Thus, the evil trail of sin began to wind its wicked way through the 
history of man. Sin is universal. Christ is the only exception (Genesis 
3:23; Hebrews 4:15; 1 Peter 2:22).

II.    WHAT IS SIN?

One way of looking at sin, is to see in terms of our relationship to 
God and our neighbors:
"Sin is any form of human self-expression that disaffirms your

infinite worth, or the infinite worth of someone else."

In answering the question "What is sin?", let's look at the Greek 
words that are translated sin. Their meanings will be helpful in 
broadening our understanding sin.

A.    Words translated Sin.

There is a plethora of words the Bible uses to speak about 
sin...all, of course, in negative terms.  The rich variety of terms 
which the Holy Spirit uses, helps us to understand how repulsed 
God is of sin.  For instance, adikia,“iniquity,” is the antithesis to 
the Biblical principle of justice.  Anomia, “lawlessness or 
anarchy,” dramatizes contempt for the law of God, while asebeia, 
“godlessness,” indicates contempt for God himself.  Paraptoma, 



“to fall beside, to falter, to sin”. Paraptoma speaks of the fall of 
Adam (Romans 5:17), the fall of Israel in rejecting Christ (Romans
11:11,12), and of the transgressions of the Gentiles which 
contributed to their spiritual death (Ephesians 2:1). It also 
describes the believer’s sins (Galatians 6:1).  Agnoema, “sins 
committed in ignorance,” fall into this category. Additional terms 
used for “sin” include: poneria, “active cruelty”; kakia, “passive 
cruelty”; parakoe, “unwillingness to hear, disobedience”; 
parabasis, “transgression, an intentional disobedience of the law”;
and enochos, which indicates that someone has incurred 
accusation and judgment of the law. Besides these terms there are 
many other words for specific sins such as murder, adultery, theft, 
and so on. 

The umbrella term for sin in the New Testament seems to be 
the Greek word "hamartia." an archery term related to missing the
target.

1. Sin is "missing the mark." 

The word "hamartia" means "missing the mark" or failing to 
meet the divine standard of perfection, which is God's target. Paul 
illustrates this in Romans 3:23 when he says, "For all have sinned,
and fall short of the glory of God." All men do at some time sin 
and fall short of fulfilling their divine purpose in the world of 
glorifying God (Isaiah 43:7; 1 Corinthians 6:20; 1 Peter 2:9). The 
arrow does not reach the mark. Man in his efforts to live 
righteously fails to reach it and therefore, like the arrow, falls short 
or goes wide of the mark of living in the image of Christ.  This is 
called sin.



2. Sin is a transgression of God's law. 

The Greek word "paralthon" means an "overstepping of the 
law" of God; a disregard for the divine boundary between right and
wrong. It is a violation of another's domain - God's law. The elder 
son in the parable of the Prodigal Son uses this word when he tells 
the father that he has never transgressed one of his commands 
(Luke 15:29).

David described his sin with Bathsheba as a transgression 
when he prayed to God to have mercy upon him and "blot out my 
transgressions" (Psalms 51:1).

3.  Sin is lawlessness. 

The Greek word "anomia" means "to break or violate God's 
law." It is an opposition to and a disregard of a law of God.  1 John
3:4 (NASB) 4  Everyone who practices sin also practices 
lawlessness; and sin is lawlessness. 

This is illustrated in the actions of Adam and Eve. Some have 
sneeringly asked. "Why suspend the destiny of the world on so 
trivial a circumstance as the eating of an apple?" Two things are 
wrong in this question. First, the Bible does not say it was an 
apple, it simply refers to it as "fruit" (Genesis 3:3). Secondly, the 
eating of the forbidden fruit was not a trivial matter. This statement
is made out of ignorance concerning the purpose of God's 
prohibition and the gravity of the act of Adam and Eve. 

God's purpose in the forbidden tree was twofold:

(a) Self-Control

Man was created with a free will. Could he use this free will in
a mature way? Could man exercise self-control in its use? This is 
the first test of man's use of this new freedom and power. 
(Galatians 5:23; 2 Timothy 3:3; 2 Peter 1:6)

(b) Loyalty to God
Every human government has some test to determine loyalty 



and disloyalty. No fairer or better test of man's loyalty could God 
have given. First, it was simple and easily understood. There was 
only one tree forbidden. The command was clear, "you shall not 
eat." No rational being could have mistaken what was required by 
this command. Second, it was designed so that any disobedience 
would proceed from a spirit of disloyalty or rebellion. Like all 
positive commands, it would depend solely on the love of man for 
God and the spirit of obedience to God. For example, there did not 
seem to be, rationally speaking, any good reason why Adam and 
Eve should not eat of this tree. It was beautiful to look at, it was 
good for food, and it would make one wise. The real reason for not
eating then would be respect for God's Word when He forbade it. 
Likewise, if they did eat, it was a clear case of disobedience to 
God's Word.

This test of loyalty was not the cause of their disloyalty; it was
simply the occasion and proof of it. Adam and Eve had rebelled 
against God in their hearts; eating the fruit simply revealed this 
rebellion. This is the essence of all sin and consequently, illustrates
the real evil of sin.

These words describe sins of commission, where one actually 
breaks a command of God.  What about those sins of omission?

B. Failure to do right - sins of Omission. 

One may also sin by being indifferent to God's commands. 
James wrote: James 4:17 (NASB) 17  Therefore, to one who knows
the right thing to do and does not do it, to him it is sin. 

Neglecting to do that which is right, or being indifferent and 
unconcerned where God has spoken is sin. In the Parable of the 
Sheep and the Goats, those on the "goat" side were guilty of this 
type of sin (Matthew 25:31-46). For other illustrations see 
Matthew 25:14-30; Luke 16:19-31.

Who sins?  Paul answers that in: 9 both Jews and Gentiles are
all under sin, 10  as it is written: There is no one righteous, not 
even one. (Romans 3:9-10 CSB).  That means you and I! 



III.  CHARACTERISTICS OF SIN

A. Sin is selfish. 

The essential principle of sin is selfishness. The chief 
characteristic of love (divine love) is giving; giving of itself and all
it possesses to the object of its love. Sin is just the opposite. It is 
getting something for itself regardless of the cost and hurt to 
others.

Dr. Charles C. Crawford writes: 
"There never was a sin committed that was not the 

choice of self in preference to God. Every appeal that 
Satan made to the Saviour, on the mount of temptation. 
was an appeal to self: first, to self-satisfaction, or to 
satisfy His physical self which hungered; second, to self 
pride, or a suggestion that He appear in a miraculous 
demonstration, rather than by way of the Cross; and the 
third, an appeal to self-aggrandizement, offering Him all 
the kingdoms of this world if He would but fall down and 
worship the Tempter. It is significant that the only weapon
which the Master used to defeat these subtle suggestions 
was the Word of God. the revelation of God's will. His 
reply, in every case, was "It is written," etc. (Matthew 4:1-
11). Sin is the choice of self above God." (Crawford, 
C.C., Sermon Outlines on the Cross of Christ, p. 21)

B.  It allures.

Sin has the power to charm, to fascinate, to allure. This is why 
it is a temptation, it does appeal to man.

Sin has pleasure in it. Moses had to make a choice between 



sharing suffering and ill-treatment with the people of God or "to 
enjoy the passing pleasures of sin" (Hebrews 11:25). Granted, the 
pleasure of sin is short-lived, a fleeting pleasure, but still it is 
alluring and attracting.

The serpent approached Eve with a threefold appeal: 
(I)  He appealed to the desires of the flesh by pointing out that the 
fruit was good to eat. 
(2)  He appealed to her sense of beauty or "Must of the eyes" by 
calling to her attention that it was a delight to the eyes. 
(3)  He appealed to her ambition or pride by suggesting that it 
would make her wise like God. 

John slates that there are three types of temptation or lust in 
the world: 1 John 2:16 (NASB) 16  For all that is in the world, the
lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of 
life, is not from the Father, but is from the world. 

Eve was subjected to all three of these alluring temptations. 
Sin still makes its deceptive appeal to man along these same three 
lines of temptation.

Like the flying insect that is irresistibly drawn to the glittering 
flame, only to be burned to death, man is often allured by the 
enticements of sin to his own destruction.

C.  It deceives. 

Sin exhibits its pleasures but conceals its pain and shame. Sin 
promises more and gives less than anything known to man. The 
serpent pointed out all the seeming advantages to Eve, but covered 
the awful penalty and suffering with a mask. Hebrews 3:13 
(NASB) 13  But encourage one another day after day, as long as it
is still called "Today," so that none of you will be hardened by the 
deceitfulness of sin. 

Satan would have us think of sin as a thing of beauty, pleasure,
and innocence. Like a beautiful rainbow, he strives to hide the 
destruction and death of sin under a halo of pleasure.  The 
entertainment industry is a good illustration of this. They portray 
the pleasure but never the "finished product."  Satan pictures sin 
the same way.



D.  It enslaves. 

Sin deceptively offers freedom and liberation from the 
unpleasantness and drudgery of life. But instead it gives a chain of 
slavery to sin. Paul says in Romans 6:16 (NASB) 16  Do you not 
know that when you present yourselves to someone as slaves for 
obedience, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin 
resulting in death, or of obedience resulting in righteousness? 

The Prodigal Son (Luke 15) was lured by the charm of those 
"distant countries" with its freedom from his father's control. Sin, 
however, paid him off in rags, bare feet, hunger, and toil in a hog 
pen. Sin paralyzes the will, corrupts the affections, blinds the 
intellect, and enslaves the soul. 

Paul urges Timothy to patiently teach in order that those who 
have fallen into sin may recover themselves 2 Timothy 2:26 
(NASB) 26  and they may come to their senses and escape from 
the snare of the devil, having been held captive by him to do his 
will. 

Samson, the free-frolicking young giant who refused to take 
sin seriously, ended up in the Philistine mill, blind and powerless, 
grinding their grain. This is a picture of the enslaving power of sin.

IV.    CONSEQIENCES OF SIN

To every man there openeth a way, and ways, and a way,
And the high soul climbs the high way,

And the low soul gropes the low.
And in between, on the misty flats, the rest drift to and fro.



But to every man there openeth a high way and a low;
And every man decideth the way his soul shall go. 

                                                               --  John Oxenham

A. Sin separates from God. 

Isaiah told Israel: Isaiah 59:1-2 (NASB) 1  Behold, the 
LORD'S hand is not so short That it cannot save; Nor is His ear so
dull That it cannot hear. 2  But your iniquities have made a 
separation between you and your God, And your sins have hidden 
His face from you so that He does not hear. 

Before sin entered the Garden of Eden, God would come 
down in the cool of the day and talk with his children. Here was 
holy fellowship between God and man. Sin changed that.

When sin entered their lives God, because of his holy nature, 
could not associate with them directly. They were driven from His 
presence and the angel with the flaming sword prevented their 
return. God continued to bless and provide for them, but they had 
lost the close association He had with them before sin marred their 
lives. Sin. if persisted in, will separate us from God-both in this life
and in that which is to come.

B.  Sin takes peace from the soul.

"There is no peace for the wicked, said the LORD, (Isaiah 
48:22). 

David said after his sin with Bathsheba. "I know my 
transgressions; and my sin is ever before me" (Psalms 51:4). 

Judas was miserable after he betrayed the Master. No doubt he
wandered the streets of Jerusalem all night afraid to meet the other 
apostles, tormented by his own conscience until finally in a 
desperate effort to relieve the guilt of his soul, he rushed up the hill
to the temple declaring "I have sinned by betraying innocent 
blood" (Matthew 27:3). 

Speaking of sinners, Paul says, "The path of peace they have 
not known" (Romans 3:17).

Only the Prince of Peace, as He forgives sin, can bring the 
peace that passes understanding.



"In vain I seek for rest 
In all created good;

It leaves me yet unblest. 
And makes me pant for God.
And sure at rest I cannot be 

Until my heart find rest in thee."

C.  Sin brings suffering. 

Sin brought suffering to Eve through the pain of bearing 
children (Genesis 3:16). Sin brought suffering to Adam as he toiled
to provide a living for his family (Genesis 3:19). The earth suffered
from the curse placed upon it (Genesis 3:18; cf. Genesis 8:19-22). 
Finally, the serpent was also made to suffer for his part in the fall 
of man (Genesis 3:14-15). Everyone and everything suffered when 
sin entered the world.

Someone has said that
 "the history of our race is that of a funeral march 

from the cradle to the grave, to the music of the widow's 
sigh and the orphan's cry. 

If all the tears shed from first to last were gathered 
into one volume, they would make a new ocean deeper 
than the Atlantic and broader than the Pacific. 

Were all the groans uttered from the beginning till 
now gathered into one volume of sound, there would be a 
peal of thunder louder than ever crashed the mountains of
the sky. 

Were all broken hearts from Eden to Gethsemane, 
and thence on to the present time, gathered together, there
would be a new mountain range vaster than the Andes 
and higher than the Himalayas."

D.  Sin brings death. 

The penalty for sin is death. Romans 5:12 (NASB) 12



 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and
death through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all 
sinned\

Ezekiel adds, "the soul who sins will die" (Ezekiel 18:4b).
Sin brings two types of death. First it brings physical death. 

Because of the perfect body God had given Adam, it took death 
930 years to destroy it (Genesis 5:5). Yet it did. Every cemetery 
today is a silent reminder that the penalty for sin is death. 
Secondly, sin brings spiritual death. Paul reminded the 
Thessalonian Christians that when Christ returns, those who know 
not God and who obey not the gospel of Jesus -- 9  These will pay 
the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the 
Lord and from the glory of His power, (2 Thessalonians 1:9 NASB)

Separation from God is spiritual death.
If we commit sin and don't repent, we will suffer the second 

death, the lake of fire.  If we  cause others to sin and we don't 
repent, we will suffer the second death, the lake of fire.

V.    CURE FOR SIN

In   the face of overwhelming sin on every hand,  man  is 
tempted to cry out with Jeremiah. "Is there no balm in Gilead, is 
there no physician there?" (Jeremiah 8:22).

Yes there is a balm in Gilead and Jesus the great physician 
stands ready to administer it to anyone who will call on Him. God 
spoke to Israel and said, 18  "Come now, and let us reason 
together," Says the LORD, "Though your sins are as scarlet, They 
will be as white as snow; Though they are red like crimson, They 
will be like wool. (Isaiah 1:18 NASB) 

Sinners in the New Testament were told 19  So change the 
way you think and act, and turn {to God} to have your sins 
removed. Acts 3:19 (GW) 

Life is Short
Death is Sure

Sin is the Cause



Christ is the Cure

A.  Jesus himself provided the cure through His sacrifice
on the cross. 

Peter writes that of Jesus that 24 He Himself bore our sins in 
His body on the cross, so that we might die to sin and live to 
righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed. (1 Peter 2:24 
NASB)

Paul says that "Christ died for our sins" (1 Corinthians 15:3).  
And, Paul declares that our salvation 10  now has been revealed by
the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and
brought life and immortality to light through the gospel, (2 
Timothy 1:10 NASB)

B.  His blood cleanses from sin. 

In Christ 7  we have redemption through His blood, the 
forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace 
(Ephesians 1:7 NASB.  cf. Genesis 3:25) 

Peter confirms this when he says 18  knowing that you were 
not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your 
futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, 19  but with 
precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood 
of Christ.  1 Peter 1:18-19 (NASB.  cf. 1 John 1:7; Revelation 1:5).

C.  Obedience to the gospel is necessary to obtain the cure.

To the broken hearted sinners on Pentecost who cried out, 
"what shall we do?" Peter said, 38  All of you must turn to God 
and change the way you think and act, and each of you must be 
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins will be 
forgiven. Then you will receive the Holy Spirit as a gift. (Acts 2:38 
GW. cf. Mark 16:16).

We need to keep in mind the two sides of God's character: He 
is loving, but He is also a God of wrath.  He doesn't take sin 



lightly.  This is seen in Psalm 7:11 (NASB) 11  God is a righteous 
judge, And a God who has indignation every day. Our sins bring us
before this righteous Judge.  Being a righteous judge, He will 
forgive us when we comply with His terms of pardon.  Job brings 
us his pardon in Job 7:21 (NASB) 21  "Why then do You not 
pardon my transgression And take away my iniquity?  The word 
translated “pardon” is from a Hebrew word, selichah, which means
“a passing over, forgiveness.”  Micah zeroes in on the two aspects 
of God's character when he says Micah 7:18 (NASB) 18  Who is a 
God like You, who pardons iniquity And passes over the rebellious 
act of the remnant of His possession? He does not retain His anger
forever, Because He delights in unchanging love.  The good news 
is that God is willing to pardon; that there is a law of pardon. 
When the Hebrew writer spoke of the new covenant God would 
make with man, one of its greatest effects would be, “For I will be 
merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their 
iniquities will I remember no more” (Heb. 8:12; 10:17).  
Obviously, all need pardon who are guilty of iniquity or sin. What 
this says is that we all need pardon, because we all have sinned. 
We have to comply with our Savior's terms of pardon,

Our part in God's plan for removing sin is faith in Christ, 
which changes the mind from indifference to trust, thus destroying 
the love of sin; Confession of our acceptance of Christ as Lord of 
our live; repentance that changes the will, and destroys the 
practice of sin; baptism into Christ that changes the relationship 
from a believer out of Christ to one in Christ, thus destroying the 
state of sin. Through this obedience we are brought into contact 
with the blood of Christ, which cleanses us from all sin.

"What can wash away my sin? 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus; 

What can make me whole again? 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus."



REVIEW 
Fill in the Blanks:

1.  Man became a sinner by_______________ , 
________________ and _______________ a lie (Genesis 

3:1-8).

2.  Through disobedience Adam and Eve lost: 
(1)  ____________________  
(2)  ____________________     
(3)  ____________________  
(4)  ____________________ 

3. List three definitions of sin: 
(1)  ____________________ 
(2)  ____________________ 
(3)  ____________________ 

4.  What was God's purpose in the forbidden Tree?

5.  List three characteristics of sin: 
(1)  ____________________ 
(2)  ____________________ 
(3)  ____________________ 

6. What obedience is required to obtain the cure for sin?


