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Introduction

Evil is in the world.  It is here because of mankind's 
disobedience to the laws of God. However, the Bible teaches that 
mankind has had help in producing this plague of sin that pervades 
the world. The Bible identifies this evil one as Satan, or the devil.

This evil being is the adversary of both God and man. This lesson 
is written that you may be aware of the way he manipulates our 
world ...
2 Corinthians 2:11 (NASB)
11 so that no advantage would be taken of us by Satan, for we are
not ignorant of his schemes.

I.  Names For Satan

A.  Satan. 

This word, which is a transliteration of the Hebrew word ןןט  
sātān. "Satan" means "adversary or opponent."  It is used 53 times 
in the NASB. The Greek word for Satan in the New Testament, 
σατανᾶς  satanas, is also translated "adversary," or "one who 

opposes" like in a court of law.  Satan was such an opponent to Job, 
when He did his best to persuade God to let him destroy Job (Job 1-
2).  Peter reminds us that Satan stalks the Christian like a lion eager 
to devour its prey (I Peter 5:8).

B.  Devil. 

This word used mostly in the New Testament is the Greek word 
διάβολος  diabolos, which means "slanderer or accuser". Because of 

his hatred of all that is good, Satan slanders both God and mankind. 
1 .   In the Garden of Eden he slandered God affirming that God had 
lied when he told Adam and Eve that if they ate the forbidden fruit 
they would die (Genesis 3:1-5). 
2.  In the case of Job, Satan slandered humanity to God, when he 
accused Job of serving God merely for financial gain (Job 1:9-11; 
cf., Revelation 12:10). Both of these names designate a personal evil 



being.
There is only ONE devil, but there are MANY demons who serve 

under his evil leadership.

C.  Other Names for the devil. 

The KJV translated “morning star” in Isaiah 14:12f as “Lucifer,”
a term borrowed from the Latin Vulgate and meaning “light-
bearing.” Because of the arrogant claims of the king of Babylon, the 
name Lucifer was applied to the devil by Jerome, who translated the 
Roman Catholic Vulgate version of the Bible, recognizing that Satan 
really did fall from heaven (cf. Luke 10:18). 

Luther and Calvin, however, said that applying the name to 
Satan here was a great error. Nevertheless, Satan was certainly 
behind the king’s pride and arrogance. As a fading morning star, he is
in contrast to Christ who is the true “bright Morning Star” (Rev. 
22:16).

There are still many conservative scholars who hold that the 
word Lucifer in Isaiah 14:12-14 (translated "day star" in ASV) 
refers to Satan. They also believe that the anointed cherub 
mentioned in Ezekiel 28:12-15 refers to Satan.

Many other competent scholars, however, contend that these 
passages refer to the kings of Babylon and Tyre respectively. Isaiah 
14:4 states that this passage is a "proverb or parable," against the 
King of Babylon. It seems clear that Isaiah 14:12-14 is primarily a 
denunciation of the King of Babylon.

Othcr titles or epithets describing Satan's character and work 
are these: Abaddon, or Apollyon, (Revelation 9:11); "accuser of 
the brethren" (Revelation 2:10); Beelzebub (Matthew 12:24); 
Belial (2 Corinthians 6:15); "deceiver of the whole world" 
(Revelation 12:9); "the great dragon" (Revelation 12:9); "evil one" 
(Matthew 13:19, 38; I John 2:13, 5:19); "father of lies" (John 8:44);
"a murderer" (John 8:44); "the old serpent" (Revelation 12:9); and 
"the tempter" (Matthew 4:5; 1 Thessalonians 3:5); enemy (Matthew
13:39); sinner (1 John 3:8).



II.    ORIGIN AND HISTORY OF SATAN

A.  Origin of Satan. 

Scripture proclaims all things were created by God and for 
God (Romans 11:36; 1 Corinthians 8:6; Colossians 1:16–17). It 
makes sense, then, that this comprehensive category—“all 
things”—includes even the Devil and the demons. When God 
creates, it is always good.  So, God created him good.

As the source of all goodness, beauty, and truth, God creates 
only what’s consistent with his nature—things that are themselves 
good, beautiful, and true. Every facet of creation, whether in 
heaven or on earth, was originally “very good.” As Paul simply 
observes, “Everything created by God is good” (1 Timothy 4:4). 
His character is wholly pure; there isn’t a shred of darkness or 
deception in him (1 John 1:5; James 1:13). And Satan was created 
as an angel to serve and honor this great God. 

In Revelation 20:1 Satan is referred to as the "angel" of the 
"abyss."  He is called a King whose name is Apollyon which means
"destroyer" (Revelation 9:11).

The Bible speaks of angels who sinned because they kept not 
their first estate or domain of responsibilities and left their proper 
home, or habitation. These are said to be reserved in everlasting chains 
until judgment (Jude 6).  Peter adds that these fallen angels were cast 
down to hell (Greek—"tartarus") and kept in pits of darkness until the
judgment (2 Peter 2:4). 

Some have concluded from these statements that Satan was the 
leader of these angels or of a group like them, who rebelled against 
God and were evicted from Heaven. Jesus said that Satan abode not 
in the truth (John 8:44), implying that he is a fallen being. Paul 
indicates that Satan fell under God's condemnation because of 
ambitious pride (1 Timothy 3:6). 

If Revelation 12:7-9 in any way refers to Satan's fall then it 
would seem that he was a personage of some rank in heaven and that 
he had many associates in his rebellion. It states that the Satan "was 
thrown down to the earth, and, angels were thrown down with him" 



(Revelation 12:9b). 
Jesus also spoke of the devil and his angels (Matthew 25:41). 

All these references point to the conclusion that Satan was a high 
creature of prominence in Heaven who lead a rebellion and was 
thrown out.

His opposition to God has continued on earth. His plan seems 
to be to win the allegiance of man to himself and away from God. 
This will be apparent as we continue this study.

The obvious question is, "If God created Satan, how did he
become evil?" The answer seems to lie in the area of his free will 
to choose good or evil. Man was created perfect and then taking the 
gift of choice used it against God and thus became sinful.

This seems to be the answer as to how Satan and the angels 
though created good, became evil.

B.  Satan's role in the fall of man. 

Satan's name is not mentioned in connection with the fall of 
man in the Garden of Eden. The Genesis account attributes the 
temptations to the serpent - Hebrew- "the hisser" (Genesis 3:1-5). 
The serpent was said to be more subtle than any beast of the field. 
His cleverness is seen in his approach to Eve. He is definitely her 
superior in reasoning and persuasion. 

BUT - Serpent is not a snake, as many believe.  No biological 
reptile was present.  Serpent is a proper name for the devil.  Mt. 
Serpent.  The New Testament supports this conclusion (Matthew 
12:29; John 8:44; 12:31; Acts 10:38; 2 Corinthians 10:4; Ephesians 
6:12; 2 Thessalonians 2:9; Revelation 12:9; 20:2).  It's clear that Mr. 
Serpent communicates to the heart and mind, not the ear.

Other reasons why the Bible points to Satan as the real culprit 
are these:

1.  Satan is called the father of liars.

John 8:44 (NASB) 
44  "You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of
your father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not 
stand in the truth because there is no truth in him. Whenever he 



speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature, for he is a liar and the 
father of lies. 

The serpent told Eve the first falsehood that was uttered on 
earth. The source of the lie was Satan its "Father".

2.  Satan is called the first murderer. 

"He was a murderer from the beginning" (John 8:44). In the 
Garden of Eden death was brought upon mankind through the 
deception and disobedience of Eve. If Satan fabricated the lie that 
led to death then he is the real murderer and the first one.

3.  Satan was the real tempter of our first parents.

He is called "the old serpent" in the New Testament (Revelation 
12:9; 20:2). This seems to allude to the incident in Eden. The 
diabolical cunning and malice exhibited by Mr. Serpent certainly 
seems to fit Satan as he is portrayed in the Bible.

C.  Satan gradually revealed in the Bible. 

Satan is mentioned only a few times in the Old Testament. The 
full unveiling of Satan as a powerful, evil ruler is reserved for the 
New Testament.

In the Old Testament Satan is still permitted to be in the 
presence of God even though he has fallen from God's favor. For 
example, in 
Job 1:6 (NASB) 
6  Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present 
themselves before the LORD, and Satan also came among them. 

His evil nature, however, is obvious in his slandering of Job 
before God. In 1 Chronicles 21:1, Satan is said to have stood up against
Israel and moved David to number Israel, which brought on God's 
wrath and the destructive plague. In Zechariah 3:1 Satan is pictured as
resisting Joshua, the high priest. Undoubtedly, Satan was the moving 
spirit behind most of the evil in the Old Testament but his role is not
clearly revealed at that time.

In the New Testament his character and evil works are clearly 



delineated. The two terms Satan and Devil are mentioned over one 
hundred times in the New Testament. He is the tempter of all men 
including the Lord Jesus Christ (Matthew 4). He is in violent conflict
with the followers of Christ (Ephesians 6:10-18). He constantly 
moves across the pages of the New Testament leaving a path of sin 
and destruction behind him. Parallel with the full revelation of Jesus 
as God's Son and our Saviour, is the full revelation of Satan as man's 
chief enemy and seducer.

III.  HIS CHARACTER

The fundamental moral description of Satan is given by Jesus 
when he called him the "evil one" (Matthew 13:19, 38). Jehovah is 
described as the "holy one" (Isaiah 6:3; Revelation 4:8), the 
embodiment of all that is good and holy. Satan is depicted as the 
one whose whole nature and will are given to evil. His vile character 
is seen in the following ways:

A.  He is a Liar. 

Jesus said of Satan 
John 8:44 (NASB) 
44  "You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of
your father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not 
stand in the truth because there is no truth in him. Whenever he 
speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature, for he is a liar and the 
father of lies.  

God is referred to as the "God of Truth" (Psalms 31:5), and 
Jesus as "the truth" (John 14:6). But Satan is called a liar and the 
father of lies.

It is clear from the Bible that a lie is the chief instrument Satan 
uses to work his wicked ways. Someone has said that Satan has 
many tools with which to do his work and a lie is the handle that fits 
each of them. His whole system is built upon deceit and lying. The 
evil that lying does in the world is immeasurable. It was a lie that 
caused Adam and Eve to sin and bring suffering and death into the 
world. It was a lie that caused the prophet from Judah to be killed by 
a lion (1 Kings 13:1-25). It was a lie that caused Ananias and 



Sapphira to lose their lives (Acts 5). The destiny of ail liars like 
their father Satan will be "in the lake that burneth with fire and 
brimstone; which is the second death" (Revelation 21:8). This is the 
price one pays for obeying Satan.

Christians are told
Colossians 3:9 (NASB) 
9  Do not lie to one another, since you laid aside the old self with 
its evil practices, 

B.  He is a murderer. 

With a plain reference to Eden, Jesus calls Satan a murderer (John
8:44). Satan is a murderer because he originated the lie which brought 
sin into he world. The penalty for sin is death; therefore, he helped 
bring about the death of all men. One can only guess at the part Satan 
plays in the countless murders committed each year by individuals 
as well as those killed in wars. Satan's share in these atrocities must 
be great. John indicates Satan's involvement in sin when he writes, 
1 John 3:8 (NASB) 
8  the one who practices sin is of the devil; for the devil has sinned 
from the beginning. The Son of God appeared for this purpose, to 
destroy the works of the devil. 

C.  He is deceitful. 

Satan is referred to as "the deceiver of the whole world" (Revelation 
12:9, cf., 20:3; 8, 10, 13, 14). The word deceit is from a Greek word 
"delos."  In Greek, "dolos" is a “bait” for fish; from that it can refer
to any “trickery” or “deception.” The Trojan horse is a classic 
example of dolos.  As the fisherman deceives the fish by his lures 
or bait, so Satan deceives and catches the unwary by his wiles.

1. He deceives men about himself. 

The enemy uses great ingenuity to hide his real strength, hoping 
thereby to deceive his opponent and win the battle. It is not 
surprising that many people today, including leading theologians, do 



not believe in the existence of a powerful personality like Satan. 
This indicates how well he has concealed himself and deceived men 
into thinking he does not exist. The Bible, especially the New 
Testament, gives abundant proof that there is a powerful, personality 
directing the evil in the world. The evidence of his footprints across 
our land is so abundant that only the foolish and unwary could be 
deceived. The following poem illustrates this truth:

The Devil 
Men don't believe in a devil now, as their fathers used to do;

They've forced the door of the narrowest creed to let His majesty through
There isn't a print of his cloven foot, or a fiery dart from his bow

To be found in earth or air today, for the world has voted it so.
We are told that he does not go about as a roaring lion now:
But whom shall we hold responsible for the everlasting row?

To be heard in home, in church, in state, to the earth's remotest bound,
If the Devil by unanimous vote is nowhere to be found?

Who is it mixing the fatal drink that palsies heart and brain?
And loads the bier of each passing year with a 100,000 slain.

Who dogs the steps of the toiling saint, and digs the pit for his feet?
Who sows the tares in the field of time wherever God sows His wheat?
Who blights the blooms of the land today with the fiery breath of hell?

If the devil isn't and never was? Won't somebody rise and tell!
The Devil is voted not to be, and, of course the thing is true;
But who is doing the kind of work that the Devil used to do?

2.  Satan deceives man concerning his activities. 

He tries to make his activities appear to be innocent and good. 
Paul speaking of false teachers and deceitful workers said:
2 Corinthians 11:13-15 (NASB) 
13  For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, disguising 
themselves as apostles of Christ. 14  No wonder, for even Satan 
disguises himself as an angel of light. 15  Therefore it is not 
surprising if his servants also disguise themselves as servants of 
righteousness, whose end will be according to their deeds.  (Cf. 1 
John 4:1; 2 Thessalonians 2:9).

Jesus in His parable of the Wheat and the Tares shows Satan's 
deceptive activity when He states that 



Matthew 13:25 (NASB) 
25  "But while his men were sleeping, his enemy came and sowed 
tares among the wheat, and went away. 

Satan tries to wrap his evil works in a cloak of goodness.  
Examine our currently "politically correct" society and no mention 
is made of the millions slaughtered, or of those enslaved by harmful 
habits.

There are a plethora of songs on the charts that proclaim “it 
can’t be wrong when it feels so right.”  However, the slightest bit of
self-awareness can recognize that the claim is utterly false. Lots of 
things feel really, really right at the time but are really, really 
wrong. Yet no matter how ludicrous the claim obviously is and 
how clearly we see its falsity in moments of sanity, we follow its 
dictates time and again. 

As Sir John Donald Brown Junor, a Scottish journalist and 
editor-in-chief of the Sunday Express once said:  “an ounce of 
emotion is equal to a ton of facts.”

 
“What ails the truth is that it is mainly uncomfortable, and 

often dull. The human mind seeks something more amusing, and 
more caressing.”

-- H. L. Mencken

2 Timothy 4:2-4 (NASB) 
2  preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, 

rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction. 3  For the time
will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting 
to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves 

teachers in accordance to their own desires, 4  and will turn away 
their ears from the truth and will turn aside to myths. 

D.  He is Malicious. 

His vicious nature can be seen in what he did to Adam and Eve. 
Our first parents were created holy and without sin. They enjoyed the 
beautiful garden and a close companionship with God.  Satan by 
influencing them to sin, robbed them of their holiness, innocence, 



peace of mind, and eventually their lives. This is the malicious 
character with whom we have to deal.
John 10:10 (NASB) 
10  "The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; 

His malicious nature is seen also in the physical affliction and 
financial loss he caused to Job and his family (Job 1:11-22; 2:4-7). In 
Luke 3:16, Jesus said that the crippled woman whom He healed had 
been bound by Satan. Paul's thorn in the flesh is said to have been "a 
messenger of Satan to torment"  him (2 Corinthians 12:7).

Satan snatches away the word of God sown in the hearts of the 
unsaved lest they believe it and escape his clutches (Matthew 13:19). 
He also blinds the minds of men to the gospel (2 Corinthians 4:3-4), 
and persuades them to accept his lie (2 Thessalonians 2:9-10). Satan 
hinders the work of God's servants (1 Thessalonians 2:18). 

Perhaps the most vivid description of Satan's malicious activity 
is recorded in I Peter 5:8 where Satan is described as a "roaring 
lion" walking or prowling about eagerly looking for someone to 
devour. Peter earnestly urges soberness, vigilance and steadfast 
resistance in order to keep this malicious being from destroying us.

IV.  HIS WORK

A. He is a ruler of a powerful and evil kingdom. 

Matthew 12:26 (NASB) 
26  "If Satan casts out Satan, he is divided against himself; how then 
will his kingdom stand? (cf. Luke 11:18). 

He is called the god of this world (2 Coribthians 4:4). The 
Greek word for world is aion which means "time world." Satan is 
the god or this time world, this age. The implication is that his rule is
temporary, and is limited to this present age (cf. John 12:31).

Jesus speaks of Satan as the "prince of this world" (John 12:31; 
cf. John 14:30). The Greek word for world is cosmos which means 
"material world." This indicates that the principal area in which Satan 
works is the material realm.

Satan rules in two areas or realms: 



First, he is the leader of a vast organization of spirit-beings called 
"his angels" (Matthew 25:41). The Christian wrestles not against 
flesh and blood, "For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but 
against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this 
darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly 
places." (Ephesians 6:12; cf., Colossians 1:13). Satan leads a 
formidable and powerful host of evil spirits against the church. The 
Christian, however, does not fear, because ...
1 John 4:4-6 (NASB) 
4  You are from God, little children, and have overcome them; 
because greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world. 
5  They are from the world; therefore they speak as from the world, 
and the world listens to them. 6  We are from God; he who knows 
God listens to us; he who is not from God does not listen to us. By 
this we know the spirit of truth and the spirit of error. 

Secondly, he exercises dominion over the world of lost humanity. 
John tells us

1 John 5:19 (NASB) 
19  We know that we are of God, and that the whole world lies in the 
power of the evil one. 

One does not need to look long at the tremendous sin in the 
world to be convinced that Satan is leading and controlling the lives 
of the majority of men.

B. He is the Tempter of mankind. 

Perhaps the best known work of Satan is his tempting us to do 
evil. No one escapes his temptations not even the Lord (Matthew 4:3;
cf., 1 Thessalonians 3:5; 2 Thessalonians 7:5). Jesus told Peter, 
Luke 22:31 (NASB) 
31  "Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has demanded permission to sift 
you like wheat; 

The Bible says Satan tempts us. But James says 
James 1:14 (NASB) 

14  But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his



own lust.

How can these two ideas be harmonized? 

Look  back at the description of the deceitfulness of  Satan.  A 
simple illustration may shed light on how Satan tempts man, and yet
man is responsible for his own actions in yielding to the temptations. 
When an angler places a lure on his hook and drops it in the water 
he hopes to deceive the fish into biting it. He is tempting the fish like 
Satan does us. However, the fish will not be caught unless by his own
lust or desires he takes the bait. The Christian may see the lure of 
Satan but will not sin or be caught unless she or he desires what 
Satan dangles before our eyes. Therefore, when we yield to the 
temptation we are to blame because the real impulse for the yielding 
came from within.

V.  SATAN CAN BE RESISTED

Satan is a powerful force in the world. John states that "the 
whole world lies in the evil one" (I John 5:19b). Yet he is not all 
powerful. He can be resisted because of two powerful facts:

A.  God has limited Satan's powers of temptation. 

After warning the Christians at Corinth not to be overly confident 
in regards to sin Paul reassures them that 
1 Corinthians 10:13 (NASB) 
13  No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to 
man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted 
beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the 
way of escape also, so that you will be able to endure it. 

God recognizes that Satan is more powerful than the
Christian, and limits him so that he cannot by sheer force cause
the Christian to yield to his temptations. God knows the amount
of testing one can endure and in love forbids Satan to go beyond
that limit. The trials of Job illustrate this point. God permitted
Satan to try Job only as far as Job was able to endure (Read Job



1:11-12; 2:6).
John reassures the Christian that 

1 John 5:18-20 (TLB) 
18  No one who has become part of God’s family makes a practice 
of sinning, for Christ, God’s Son, holds him securely, and the devil 
cannot get his hands on him. 19  We know that we are children of 
God and that all the rest of the world around us is under Satan’s 
power and control. 20  And we know that Christ, God’s Son, has 
come to help us understand and find the true God. And now we are
in God because we are in Jesus Christ his Son, who is the only true
God; and he is eternal Life. 

B.  Satan can be overcome IF resisted. 

God certainly does His part to keep Satan from overcoming 
the Christian but the Christian must also do his part in resisting 
temptations. 

James gives a plan for defeating Satan (James 4:7-8). He 
suggests these things:
1. Submit oneself to God's care.
2. Resist the devil—stand firm against him and he will flee.
3. Draw near to God with clean hands and pure hearts, and God 
will draw near with power and strength to overcome Satan.

VI.  DESTINY OF SATAN

A. Jesus came to destroy the works of Satan. 

The Apostle Paul says in 
Hebrews 2:14-16 (NASB) 
14  Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He 
Himself likewise also partook of the same, that through death He 
might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, 
the devil, 15  and might free those who through fear of death were 
subject to slavery all their lives. 16  For assuredly He does not 
give help to angels, but He gives help to the descendant of 
Abraham.  



(cf. I John 3:8).
When Christ arose from the dead he wrenched from Satan the 

weapon he held over the Christian, that is the fear of death. 
However, Satan was not destroyed but his power was limited. 

One might ask why God permits Satan to remain in the world.
Satan apparently is left to give man a choice between God and 
himself or good and evil. God permits Satan to test and tempt us 
for our own good. Trials and testings when overcome serve as a 
cleansing or purifying power. It strengthens character and prepares 
us for an eternal life with God (See Isaiah 48:10; James 1:2-4, 12; 
Revelation 2:10).

B. The Lake of fire is his destiny. 

Revelation 20:1-3 states that during the millennium, Satan will
be bound for one thousand years and cast into the abyss. Following
a short period of freedom, he will be cast into the lake of fire and 
brimstone along with the beast and false prophet to be tormented 
day and night forever (Revelation 20:7-10). This obviously is what
Jesus had in mind when he said to the goats on his left hand,
Matthew 25:41 (NASB) 
41  "Then He will also say to those on His left, 'Depart from Me, 
accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has been prepared for 
the devil and his angels; 

 The devil will be destroyed and those who follow him will share 
his fate.

Review Questions 

1.  How many devils are there? ___________________

2.  How many demons are there? __________________  

3.  Satan means __________________or __________________

and devil means  __________________  or  __________________



4.  List three epithets for Satan: 

a)  __________________

b)  __________________

c)  __________________

5.  What is the origin of Satan? __________________

6.  What is Satan's chief instrument for evil? __________________

7.  List three ways that Satan's malicious nature is seen:

a)   __________________

b)  __________________

c)  __________________

8.  Why does God allow Satan to remain on earth?


