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What The Bible Says About Heaven

I.   THE TERM HEAVEN IN SCRIPTURE

Heaven, either singular or plural, is mentioned 641times in the
Bible.  Heaven is usually thought of as referring to the future 
dwelling place of the righteous, however, the expression is used in 
a variety of ways in the Bible. The Apostle Paul speaks of the 
"third heaven:" 
2 Corinthians 12:1-2 (NIV2011) 
1 

 I must go on boasting. Although there is nothing to be gained, I 
will go on to visions and revelations from the Lord. 2  I know a 
man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third 
heaven. Whether it was in the body or out of the body I do not 
know—God knows. 

Jewish theology has three heavens.  The first heaven is the 
atmosphere. The second is that of outer space. It houses the sun, 
moon, and stars. The third is the place of God's abode.  Paul refers 
to that as paradise.  So Paul apparently held to the Jewish concept 
that there were three heavens. 

The Bible identifies those three heavens in the following 
ways: 

A.  The Atmospheric Heaven. 

Moses writes: 
Genesis 1:1-8 (NASB) 
1  In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2  The 
earth was formless and void, and darkness was over the surface of the 
deep, and the Spirit of God was moving over the surface of the waters. 
3  Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light. 4  God saw
that the light was good; and God separated the light from the 
darkness. 5  God called the light day, and the darkness He called 
night. And there was evening and there was morning, one day. 6  Then
God said, "Let there be an expanse in the midst of the waters, and let it



separate the waters from the waters." 7  God made the expanse, and 
separated the waters which were below the expanse from the waters 
which were above the expanse; and it was so. 8  God called the 
expanse heaven. And there was evening and there was morning, a 
second day. 

The word expanse refers to the atmosphere that surrounds this 
earth. This belt of air was to divide the water, which is on the earth 
from the water in the clouds above the earth (cf. Gen. 7:11; 8:2).  

Then God said: 
Genesis 1:20 (NASB) 
20  "Let the waters teem with swarms of living creatures, and let 
birds fly above the earth in the open expanse of the heavens." 
This blanket of air which we breathe is called the atmosphere and 
extends about twenty miles above the earth. 

The First Heaven is where we live and breath, birds fly, and 
airplanes soar.

B.  The Stellar or Celestial Heaven. 

A second way that the term heaven is used in the Bible is to 
identify the place of the sun, moon, and stars or what we call today 
"outer space." In scores of references to these heavenly bodies they 
are stated as being in the heavens. When God created the sun and 
moon He said, 
Genesis 1:14 (NASB) 
14  Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate the
day from the night, and let them be for signs and for seasons and 
for days and years; 

The stars are said to be in heaven 
Genesis 15:5 (NASB) 
5  "Now look toward the heavens, and count the stars, if you are 
able to count them." 
Deuteronomy 4:19 (NASB) 
19  "And beware not to lift up your eyes to heaven and see the sun 
and the moon and the stars, all the host of heaven, and be drawn 



away and worship them and serve them, those which the LORD 
your God has allotted to all the peoples under the whole heaven. 

David wrote in 
Psalm 8:3-4 (NASB) 
3  When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, The 
moon and the stars, which You have ordained; 4  What is man that 
You take thought of him, And the son of man that You care for him? 
 
The celestial bodies are in the second heaven.

C.  The Heaven of Heavens—the dwelling place of God.

God's abode is what most people th ink  of as heaven. Even
though the Scriptures teach that the "heaven of heavens" cannot
contain God (1 Kings 8:27; 2 Chronicles 2:6), and that God is
everywhere --
Jeremiah 23:23-24 (TLB) 
23  Am I a God who is only in one place and cannot see what they 
are doing? 24  Can anyone hide from me? Am I not everywhere in all
of heaven and earth?  (cf. Psalms 139:7-10)

The Bible clearly teaches that God does dwell in a definite place 
called heaven -- 

1 Kings 8:38-39 (TLB) 
38  then when the people realize their sin and pray toward this 
Temple, 39  hear them from heaven and forgive and answer all who 
have made an honest confession; for you know each heart. (see vs: 43,
49).

Moses said 
Deuteronomy 26:15 (TLB) 
15  Look down from your holy home in heaven and bless your 
people

Psalm 103:19 (NASB) 
19  The LORD has established His throne in the heavens, And His 
sovereignty rules over all.  (cf. Psalms 11:4; Isaiah 66:1; Matthew. 
5:34).



Jesus taught his disciples to  
Matthew 6:9 (NASB) 
9  "Pray, then, in this way: 'Our Father who is in heaven, Hallowed
be Your name. 
 
The Scriptures teach that God's saints will be with Him and Christ 
in heaven throughout eternity 
John 14:1-3 (NASB) 
1  "Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also 
in Me. 2  "In My Father's house are many dwelling places; if it 
were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for 
you. 3  "If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and 
receive you to Myself, that where I am, there you may be also. 

Revelation 21:1-4 (NASB) 
1  Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven 
and the first earth passed away, and there is no longer any sea. 2
 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of 
heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband. 
3  And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, "Behold, the 
tabernacle of God is among men, and He will dwell among them, 
and they shall be His people, and God Himself will be among them,
4  and He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will 
no longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or 
crying, or pain; the first things have passed away." 
 
This is the third heaven.

II.  Heaven—the Future Home of the Saints

Heaven is a real place where real people will go. This is scriptural
teaching. Not everyone, though, believes this. 

The Anglican scholar and theologian Canon Farrar wrote, 
"heaven is to be something rather than to go somewhere." (What 
Heaven is. 1897.)   He was a prominent Anglican, and had much 
influence as: Head master of Marlborough College, Canon of 
Westminster, Archdeacon of Westminster, Chaplain to the House of 



Commons, Dean of Canterbury. 
The Anglican theologian, Patterson Smyth said. "Heaven means 

a state of character rather than a place of residence." (The Gospel of 
the Hereafter. 1910)  

These men, and others of the same persuasion, conceive of 
heaven as a state of character or mind achieved on earth rather than a 
place where one will live. They believe one creates his own heaven on 
earth by his thoughts and deeds.

The Bible speaks definitely of heaven as a place. 

Heaven is referred to as:

A. A Country. 

Paul writes that the Patriarchs considered themselves strangers 
and pilgrims on the earth and were seeking a homeland. He writes, 
Hebrews 11:16 (NASB) 
16  But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. 
Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; for He has 
prepared a city for them. 

In Philippians Paul writes, 
Philippians 3:20 (GW) 
20  We, however, are citizens of heaven. We look forward to the Lord
Jesus Christ coming from heaven as our Savior. 

Referring to heaven as a country emphasizes one's citizenship in 
the kingdom of Heaven. Having entered the Redeemer's kingdom 
here on earth (Colossians 1:13), the Christian if he is faithful to the 
end will be privileged to 
2 Peter 1:11 (GW) 
11  Then you will also be given the wealth of entering into 
the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  

The Christian is not truly at home in this world since Satan is 
now the god of this world (2 Corinthians  4:1; cf. John 12:31; John 
14:30). 

Someday by God's Grace the redeemed will go to their "own" 



country where God is King, so we sing in anticipation:
This world is not my home, I'm just passing through. 
My treasures are laid up somewhere beyond the blue.
The angels beckon me from Heaven's opened door,

And I can't feel at home in this world any more.

B. A City. 

A second description of heaven is as a city. The idea of a city of
God, blessed by His presence and existing forever, goes back to the 
Patriarchal Period when God began to prepare a people for Himself.

Abraham was
Hebrews 11:10 (GW) 
10  was waiting for the city that God had designed and built, the 
city with permanent foundations. 
 

Paul further declares
Hebrews 11:16 (GW) 
16  Instead, these men were longing for a better country—a 
heavenly country. That is why God is not ashamed to be called their 
God. He has prepared a city for them. 

The Psalmist echoed this hope when he wrote:
Psalm 46:4-5 (GW) 
4  There is a river whose streams bring joy to the city of God, the 
holy place where the Most High lives. 5  God is in that city. It 
cannot fall. 

John declared 
Revelation 21:2 (GW) 
2  Then I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down from God 
out of heaven, dressed like a bride ready for her husband. 

This is in contrast to the unholy cities on earth. This is 
essential if God, the Holy One, is to dwell there. For God will not 
dwell where sin is. 

Psalm 5:4 (TEV) 



4  You are not a God who is pleased with wrongdoing; you allow no 
evil in your presence. 

God's purpose in the whole plan of redemption is to make man 
holy. Heaven is the logical climax of this purpose.

John adds the modifier, "New Jerusalem."  This implies that old 
Jerusalem in Palestine is a type of the church in her glorified state.

Paul speaks of heaven thusly
Galatians 4:26 (GW) 
26  But the Jerusalem that is above is free, and she is our mother. 

Hebrews 12:22 (GW) 
22  Instead, you have come to Mount Zion, to the city of the living 
God, to the heavenly Jerusalem. You have come to tens of 
thousands of angels joyfully gathered together (cf. Revelation 
3:12). 

Heaven is termed a spiritual mountain and a city (cf. Galatians 
4:21-31).

Description of the New Jerusalem. 

The apostle John gives a full description of the New Jerusalem 
which he saw descending from heaven (Revelation 21:9-27; 22:1-5).
Here is the city as he saw it:

1. Dimensions. 

The City is a perfect cube like the Holy of Holies in the 
tabernacle and in Solomon's Temple (1 Kings 6:19-20). 
Revelation 21:16 (NASB) 
16  The city is laid out as a square, and its length is as great as the 
width; and he measured the city with the rod, fifteen hundred miles; 
its length and width and height are equal. 

If this city were placed in the United States it would reach from 
Atlanta, Georgia on the east to Denver, Colorado on the west; and 
from Montreal, Canada on the north to Key West, Florida on the 
south.



There are two lessons to be learned from these dimensions: 

First, heaven is perfect.   A cube is considered the perfect geometrical 
form.  Studying it in Revelation 21 and 22 convinces one that it is 
a perfect place.

Second, it is a large place. The size of the city is tremendous. The city 
of Los Angeles covers Los Angeles covers about 469 square miles. 
The New Jerusalem covers 2,250,000 square miles. It is 20 times as 
large as all New Zealand, and 10 times as large as Germany.

Obviously, our Heavenly Father is expecting a lot of His 
children to come home. Hebrews 12:22 speaks of an innumerable host 
of angels plus the Church of the firstborn assembled in the heavenly 
Jerusalem. When one considers that the redeemed of all ages will be 
there plus those who die in infancy it is easy to see that there will be
a great host in heaven.

2. Wall. 

Surrounding this city is a great wall made of  a precious stone.
Revelation 21:17-21 (NASB) 
17  And he measured its wall, seventy-two yards, according to 
human measurements, which are also angelic measurements. 18
 The material of the wall was jasper; and the city was pure gold, 
like clear glass.   

Seventy-two yards is 216 feet thick - nearly a football field in 
length! Modern cities do not have walls. But the ancients would 
have considered the description of a city incomplete without a wall.

3.  The Foundations of the Wall

There will be 12 foundations underneath the great wall of the 
New Jerusalem.  These are formed from all manner of precious 
stones. 
19  The foundation stones of the city wall were adorned with every 
kind of precious stone. The first foundation stone was jasper; the 
second, sapphire; the third, chalcedony; the fourth, emerald; 20  the 
fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh, chrysolite; the eighth, 



beryl; the ninth, topaz; the tenth, chrysoprase; the eleventh, jacinth; 
the twelfth, amethyst. 21  And the twelve gates were twelve pearls; 
each one of the gates was a single pearl. And the street of the city was 
pure gold, like transparent glass.

If you take the color of each precious stone and place them on a 
color chart in the exact order described in Revelation, the colors do 
not clash, they are marvelously harmonious. There is a perfect 
blending of colors. 

One more testimony to the perfection of God's work.

4.  Gates. 

The great wall of the new Jerusalem has 12 gates: 3 on the 
east; 3 on the west; 3 on the south; and 3 on the north (Revelation 
21:13).  

The 12 gates are 12 pearls.
Revelation 21:21 (GW) 
21  The 12 gates were 12 pearls. Each gate was made of one pearl.

On each gate is written the name of one of the 12 tribes of Israel 
Revelation 21:12 (GW) 
12  The names of the 12 tribes of Israel were written on the gates. 

An angel stands at each gate which leads into the New 
Jerusalem.

The gates remain open continually. They are not shut by day 
nor by night since there is no night there. They are not closed against 
thieves and murderers because there are none there. The 12 gates 
symbolize abundant and free entrance to the heavenly city.

5. The street.
 
Revelation 21:21 (NASB) 
 And the street of the city was pure gold, like transparent glass. 
 

The street harmonizes with the rest of the city for John writes 
Revelation 21:18 (GW) 



18  The city was made of pure gold, as clear as glass. 

Whether or not the heavenly city will be made of gold, jasper, 
and pearl as we know them is uncertain. 

It is certain that God has used the most precious terms that man 
can understand in order to convey to him the glories of heaven. If it 
is not real gold as we know it, it will certainly be even more precious
than that. 

The point is that heaven will be more wonderful than anything 
that man can imagine.

6. Lights. 

Revelation 21:23 (GW) 
23  The city doesn't need any sun or moon to give it light because the 
glory of God gave it light. The lamb was its lamp. 

An illustration of the great light that surrounds God and Christ 
can be seen in the appearance of Jesus to Paul on the road to 
Damascus. When Christ appeared to Saul/Paul, he describes the 
brightness of His glory in these words:
Acts 26:13 (GW) 
13  I saw a light that was brighter than the sun. The light came 
from the sky and shined around me and those who were with me. 

It was so bright that Paul and his company fell to the ground. It 
seems to have been the cause of Paul's blindness (Acts 22:1 l;cf. Acts 
9:8-9).

A similar illustration of the glory of God can be seen on the 
Mount of Transfiguration. Mark records that when Christ was 
transfigured, 
Mark 9:3 (GW) 
3  His clothes became dazzling white, whiter than anyone on earth 
could bleach them. 

As compared to this glory light the sun would look like a candle 
compared to an electric light. Heaven will be filled with light 
(Revelation 21:23; cf. Revelation 22:5).



7. No Temple. 

John tells us 
Revelation 21:22 (GW) 
22  I did not see any temple in it, because the Lord God Almighty and
the lamb are its temple. 

Such things as altars, temples, the Lord's Supper, etc. are 
substitutes for the reality which is God and Christ. They are 
reminders or means through which we worship God. In heaven we 
will need none of these reminders or substitutes. 

We will be able to see and know God and Christ and worship 
and praise them throughout eternity (I John 3:2). 

Truly a marvelous city—the eternal home of God's saints!

C. The Father's House.

The third description of heaven is a very personal -
John 14:2 (GW) 
2  My Father's house has many rooms. If that were not true, would I 
have told you that I'm going to prepare a place for you? 

"My Father's House." 

In comforting his disciples Jesus told them that in his Father's 
House were many rooms awaiting them. 

The word "rooms" is the Greek word monē, which means "stay, 
abiding place."

Monē seems to be deliberately chosen by the Holy Spirit to 
express the fact that our earthly state is transitory and provisional 
compared with eternal and blessed being with God. . Heaven is 
thus viewed as our permanent “dwelling place.”

On earth man is pictured as a wanderer seeking a better city, a 
better country. In the Father's House the Christian will be at home. 
There will be no more wandering; his quest will be over. God shall 
dwell with them, "and they shall see his face" (Revelation 21:3; 
22:4).

Home is where Father is. Heaven will be as real as God is 
because it is His home.



This is the warmest and most personal description of heaven. We
may find it difficult to relate to the word "country" or "city" since 
these can be rather cold, impersonal terms. But everyone can relate 
intellectually and emotionally to home. 

The Father's House reminds us of an earthly home where mother 
and father and brothers and sisters and warmth and love were.

Death, to the Christian, will be going home to where our loved 
ones are.

III.    Conditions In Heaven

God not only makes heaven appealing to man through the 
description of the place, but He also pictures it as a place where 
wonderful conditions exist. 
Here are a few of them:

A. Rest. 

Revelation 14:13 (GW) 
13  I heard a voice from heaven saying, “Write this: From now on 
those who die believing in the Lord are blessed.” “Yes,” says the 
Spirit. “Let them rest from their hard work. What they have done 
goes with them.” 

Contrast this with the popular idea of our final days.  I saw a 
VW camper with a bumper sticker that said: "Jesus is coming back! 
Look busy."

Who is this rest for?  Is it for everyone?
Revelation 14:13 (NASB) 
13  And I heard a voice from heaven, saying, "Write, 'Blessed are the
dead who die in the Lord from now on!'" "Yes," says the Spirit, "so 
that they may rest from their labors, for their deeds follow with 
them." 

This blessed rest is for those who die "in the Lord." This is in 
contrast to the wicked who are described as being in restless 
torment (Luke 16:23-24; cf. Revelation 20:10). 

Most of our labor and wrestling in this world is against sin 



(Hebrews. 6:10-13). In heaven there will he no Satan to oppose us
or sin to tempt us. This will certainly be a blessed rest.

B.  Absence of Trouble and Sorrow. 

God is pictured as a loving parent comforting and soothing His 
children. John writes: 
Revelation 21:3-4 (NASB) 
3  And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, "Behold, the 
tabernacle of God is among men, and He will dwell among them, 
and they shall be His people, and God Himself will be among 
them, 4  and He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and 
there will no longer be any death; there will no longer be any 
mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have passed away." 
 

Sin is the cause of most of the tears, mournings, and
death on earth. With sin and Satan absent these will not be in
heaven.

William Barclay, in his commentary, says 
"22:3-5 -- No longer shall there be any accursed 

thing. And the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in 
it, and his servants shall worship him, and shall see his 
face, and his name shall be on their foreheads. And night 
will be no more, for they have no need of the light of a 
lamp, or the light of a sun, for the Lord God will be a 
light to them, and they will reign for ever and ever.

Here is the final culmination of the description of the 
city of God.  There will be no accursed thing there. That is
to say, there will be no more of the pollutions which harm 
the Christian life."

This apparently refers to the curse God laid upon Adam, Eve, the 
serpent, and the ground after the sin in the Garden of Eden (Gen. 
3:16-19). The curse has been eliminated because Christ paid the 
penalty for sin. There will be no curse in the new Garden of Eden
—"the Paradise of God" (Revelation 2:7).



C.  Abounding Life. 

The abundant life in heaven is symbolized by the river of life 
and the tree of life. Rivers in the middle east have always been 
sources of life, physically speaking, for the nations. A look at a map 
will show that life bloomed along the Nile, the Tigris, and 
Euphrates Rivers.

This is more or less true all over the world.
 
John, in his vision, saw a river:

Revelation 22:1-2 (GW) 
1  The angel showed me a river filled with the water of life, as clear 
as crystal. It was flowing from the throne of God and the lamb. 
2  Between the street of the city and the river there was a tree of life 
visible from both sides. It produced 12 kinds of fruit. Each month 
had its own fruit. The leaves of the tree will heal the nations. 

 Life on this earth began beside a river (Gen. 2:10). Man's 
eternal life will continue by the River of Life. It is interesting that 
Jesus speaks of the spiritual life which He gives to man as being 
water (John 4:10-14). The Holy Spirit is spoken of as a river of living
water flowing out of man (John 7:37-39).

The other symbol of abounding life in heaven is the tree of life. 
The tree of life is filled with abundant fruit, producing a crop each 
month. The leaves of the trees serve for the healing of the nations, 
and every accursed thing shall disappear. This fruit will provide 
abundant life for every soul in heaven. The leaves are said to be 
beneficial for sustaining health. This indicates that we who are in 
Christ will be provided with everything we will need throughout 
eternity.

D.  Place of Service. 

We are going to serve God constantly. (Revelation 22:3b). 
John described those who had come out of the great tribulation and 
washed their robes white in the blood of the Lamb as attending 
constantly before the throne of God and "they serve him day and 
night in His temple" (Revelation 7:15). 



The word service of course includes worship and praise. It 
seems, though, that there will be work for the redeemed to do. Just 
what this service will be is not stated. But it will certainly be something 
that man will enjoy doing just the same as he enjoys working for God 
here on earth.

Much more could be said about heaven—its beauty, its holiness,
its fellowship, its joys. Someone has said that "it would be punishment
enough for the wicked just to miss heaven." One cannot afford to do 
that!

Think of ...
Of taking hold of a hand, and finding it God's hand;

Of breathing a new air, and finding it celestial air;
Of feeling invigorated, and finding it immortality;

Of passing from storm and tempest to an unbroken
calm;

Of waking up, and finding it home.

IV.    SOME QUESTIONS CONCERNING HEAVEN

To which heaven do we go after death? Obviously we do not go 
to the atmospheric heaven, the one filled with stars and clouds. Nor do
we go to the celestial  heaven explained above. The heaven we go to 
after death is the divine dimension itself. When we die, our 
disembodied spirits will be transported into this spiritual heaven, to 
rest in the presence of God until the time of the second coming.  

Many questions are asked regarding life in heaven. Most of these 
questions cannot be answered since God has not seen fit to give the 
answer in His Word. But here are a few of the questions and at least 
partial answers to them.

A. What Kind of a Body Will the Redeemed Have? 

In speaking of our new bodies Paul said that when Christ comes
again, 
Philippians 3:21 (Phillips)
He will re-make these wretched bodies of ours so that they 
resemble His own glorious body, by that power of His which makes



Him the Master of everything that is

John tells us, "when He appears, we shall be like Him; because 
we shall see him as he is" (I John 3:2). Revelation 22:4 states, "and 
they will see His face; and His name will be on their foreheads."

These scriptures indicate that our bodies will be similar to 
Christ's glorified body and that we shall be able to see Him and the
heavenly Father since we will be like them. Paul calls the new body
a "spiritual body" (I Cor. 15:44). It will be a real body but one that 
is suited to our spiritual existence in heaven. 

In I Corinthians 15:42-44, Paul describes the new body. He 
says it will be imperishable or incorruptible, glorious, powerful, 
and spiritual. These four words are the best description of the new
body found in the New Testament. For its exact looks and nature 
we must wait until by God's grace we receive it.

B. Will We Know Each Other in Heaven? 

Scripture says that part of our old memory will be erased 
because God is going to wipe away every tear, every sorrow.  
These are part of the "former thing" that will not be remembered.

On the other hand we cannot think that our entire memories of
our former lives will be erased, since a main part of or personal 
identity will be our remembrance of our relationship with Jesus 
during this present life.  We will have very good memories of this 
life, probably even better than the ones we now have, but God will 
erase from them whatever might cause us sorrow.

The scriptures indicate that only the body, not the spirit, is 
changed in the death of the Christian. The physical body is 
exchanged for the new "spiritual body." As far as the spirit of man 
(the real person) is concerned, it remains the same. On the Mount 
of Transfiguration (Matthew. 17:1-8), Moses and Elijah appeared 
and talked with Jesus concerning His death in Jerusalem (Luke 
9:31). They appeared in "glory'' but were still Moses and Elijah.
In the parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus (Luke 16:19-31), 
Lazarus and Abraham were recognized by the rich man in Hades. 
When God appeared to Moses on Mount Horeb to send him to 
Egypt He said, "I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, 



the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob." (Exodus 3:6). All of these
men had been dead for centuries, yet God speaks of them as still 
living and as being the same persons (See Matthew 22:31-32).

Some have questioned how we would recognize each other 
since we will have new glorified bodies. In this physical world we 
rely on the physical appearance in recognizing each other. Pre-
sumably, in our spiritual existence in heaven we will be recognized
by our "person" or spirit which is the real person anyway. In this 
life man is a spirit dwelling in a physical body. There he will be a 
spirit dwelling in a spiritual body. There should be no more 
difficulty recognizing each other there than there is here on earth.

V.    SOME PEOPLE WHO WILL NOT BE THERE

Some believe that everyone will go to heaven regardless of his
spiritual condition.  This is what is termed "universalism."  Take as
an example of universalism, the comment by Arthur Michael 
Ramsey, the 100th Archbishop of Canterbury, who served in that 
capacity from 1961 to 1974, and was the World Council of 
Churches President.  He said, 

"Heaven is not a place to which humans go in our 
present bodily state nor is it a place for Christians only! 
Those who have led a good life on earth but found 
themselves unable to believe in God will not be debarred 
from heaven. I expect to meet some present day atheists 
there."

 
Paul, however, takes no such view of the atheist and his 

rejection of God. He says that the evidence for God is so clear that 
men who refuse to believe it have no possible defense for their 
conduct 
Romans 1:20 (GW) 
20  From the creation of the world, God's invisible qualities, his 
eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly observed in what 
he made. As a result, people have no excuse. 

Other scriptures agree that some people will not make it to 
heaven. 



Galatians 5:19-21 (GW) 
19  Now, the effects of the corrupt nature are obvious: illicit sex, 
perversion, promiscuity, 20  idolatry, drug use, hatred, rivalry, 
jealousy, angry outbursts, selfish ambition, conflict, factions, 21  envy,
drunkenness, wild partying, and similar things. I've told you in the 
past and I'm telling you again that people who do these kinds of 
things will not inherit the kingdom of God.

Revelation 21:27 (GW) 
27  Nothing unclean, no one who does anything detestable, and no 
liars will ever enter it. Only those whose names are written in the 
lamb's Book of Life will enter it. 

Revelation 21:8 (GW) 
8  But cowardly, unfaithful, and detestable people, 
murderers, sexual sinners, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars 
will find themselves in the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This 
is the second death.” 

2 Thessalonians 1:6-9 (GW) 
6  Certainly, it is right for God to give suffering to those who cause
you to suffer. 7  It is also right for God to give all of us relief from 
our suffering. He will do this when the Lord Jesus is revealed, 
{coming} from heaven with his mighty angels in a blazing fire. 8
 He will take revenge on those who refuse to acknowledge God and
on those who refuse to respond to the Good News about our Lord 
Jesus. 9  They will pay the penalty by being destroyed forever, by 
being separated from the Lord's presence and from his glorious 
power. 

These scriptures clearly teach that heaven is a prepared place 
for those who are prepared to go there. This preparation includes 
accepting Jesus as God's son and our Messiah and Saviour. This 
acceptance, of course, involves a complete trust or faith in Him, and a 
forsaking of sin through repentance. It also includes confessing Christ 
before men, and being immersed into Him (Mark 16:15-16: Rom. 
10:-10; Acts 2:38). 

In order to enter heaven we must also be faithful unto death if 



we are to receive the crown of life (Revelation 2:10; cf. Revelation 
2:7).

Where do those who have not complied with God's terms of pardon go 
following death?  

Matthew 13:30 gives the picture that the "tares" and the "wheat" are 
allowed to be together until a time of judgment. In this sense, the soul of 
every saved person has entered or will enter the angelic heaven at 
the moment of death, to await the end of this present era. Many 
have already been waiting there for a long time, and there we will 
wait in comfortable bliss until the time for the second coming of 
Jesus.

When the Father initiates the grand event we call Christ’s 
second coming, Jesus will arise from his place on the throne and 
will pass through the dimensional barrier that separates the 
invisible realm of angels from the visible world we inhabit. He will
take with him his holy angels as well as the souls of the saved who 
have been patiently waiting for this moment. This is the time when 
the dead receive their new bodies, and the living saints are 
transformed into a glorified body without having to experience 
death.

Then in our new bodies, we (the just and the unjust alike) are 
all taken back into the heavenly throne room for the event called 
the Final Judgment. While this is taking place, the old physical 
universe is being replaced by the new heavens and new earth. Once
the Judgment Day has been completed, the wicked are consigned 
to hell in their souls as clothed in their ghastly replacement bodies, 
and the saved are transported in their souls as clothed in their new 
glorified bodies to their eternal dwelling place, the new earth 
surrounded by the new heavens (new universe). 

There we shall live “happily ever after” in the presence of the 
glorified Christ, and in the presence of a new theophany of God, 
parallel to the one he still maintains in the angelic throne room for 
the benefit of the angels. (Revelation 21 and 22.)

VI.    THE HOLY FELLOWSHIP OF THOSE WHO 
WILL BE THERE



Words cannot describe the joy it will be to live in heaven. 
Hebrews 12:22-24 (GW) 
22  Instead, you have come to Mount Zion, to the city of the living 
God, to the heavenly Jerusalem. You have come to tens of thousands 
of angels joyfully gathered together 23  and to the assembly of God's
firstborn children (whose names are written in heaven). You have 
come to a judge (the God of all people) and to the spirits of people 
who have God's approval and have gained eternal life. 24  You have 
come to Jesus, who brings the new promise from God, and to the 
sprinkled blood that speaks a better message than Abel's. 

Jesus our Saviour will be there to welcome us home.  Jesus said,
Matthew 8:11 (GW) 
11  I can guarantee that many will come from all over the world. They 
will eat with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven. 

Revelation 5:11 (GW) 
11  Then I heard the voices of many angels, the four living 
creatures, and the leaders surrounding the throne. They numbered 
ten thousand times ten thousand and thousands times thousands. 

What a privilege it will be to join with the redeemed of all ages 
in singing praises to God and to the Lamb. All the pure, the holy, 
and the blessed servants of God will be there. Just to enjoy the 
presence of God and of Christ and to live in the light of their glory 
will be indescribable. 

This is why Paul said, 
Romans 8:18 (GW) 
18  I consider our present sufferings insignificant compared to the 
glory that will soon be revealed to us. 

REVIEW QUESTIONS
Fill in the Blanks:

1.  What are the three Heavens mentioned in the Bible?



a. _____________________________________________________

b. _____________________________________________________

c. _____________________________________________________

2.  What lessons can be learned from the size and shape of the new
Jerusalem?

a. _____________________________________________________

b. _____________________________________________________

3.  The following are made of what materials?

a.  Walls  ___________________________________________

b.  Streets___________________________________________

c.  Gates___________________________________________

4.  What type of bodies will the redeemed have in heaven?  Describe.

a.

b.  

c.  

d.  

5.  The abundant life in heaven is symbolized by:

a.   ___________________________________________

b.  ______________________________________


