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Stewardship

In previous lessons we have discussed how one becomes a 
Christian and the worship of a Christian through the Lord’s Supper
and prayer. This lesson continues the worship of the Christian 
through the act of stewardship.

The term “stewardship” covers the various phases of Christian
responsibility such as the giving of time and talents, as well as 
material blessings. This lesson, however, will focus itself to God’s 
teaching regarding our worship through the giving of money. 
God’s word has much to say concerning this. 

We shall study the basic principles upon which Christian 
giving rests. Examples of giving, and God’s promises to those who
do give, will be studied.

The first and perhaps the most basic principle is:

I. All Things Belong to God

Moses, in pleading with Israel to obey God, reminded them 
Deuteronomy 10:14 (GW) 
14  Remember that the sky, the highest heaven, the earth and 
everything it contains belong to the LORD your God. 

David expressed in poetry the same idea when he said, 
Psalm 24:1 (GW) 
1  The earth and everything it contains are the LORD'S. The world
and all who live in it are his. 

Asaph is one of  the three Levis commissioned by David to be 
in charge of singing in the house of Yahweh.  Twelve Psalms are 
accredited to Him.  He emphasized God’s ownership of everything 
in: 
Psalm 50:10-12 (CEV) 
10  Every animal in the forest belongs to me, and so do the cattle 

on a thousand hills. 11  I know all the birds in the mountains, and 



every wild creature is in my care. 12  ... I own the world and 
everything in it. 

Here are a few of the things that the Bible says belong to God:

A. Silver and Gold. 
Haggai 2:8 (NASB) 
8  'The silver is Mine and the gold is Mine,' declares the LORD of 
hosts. 

B. The Rivers. 
Ezekiel 29:9-10 (CEV) 
9  You claimed that you made the Nile River and control it. 10

 Now I am turning against you and your river. 

C. All Land. 
Leviticus 25:23 (GW) 
23  “Land must never be sold permanently, because the land is 
mine. To me you are strangers without permanent homes. 
 

God owns the title to all land. He merely grants we humans 
the privilege of living on it for a short time. God reminded Israel 
Exodus 19:5 (NASB) 
5  ... for all the earth is Mine; 

D. All Souls. 
God told Ezekiel, 

Ezekiel 18:4 (NASB) 
4  "Behold, all souls are Mine; the soul of the father as well as the 
soul of the son is Mine. 

God is LORD of ALL life.

E. Our Bodies. 
1 Corinthians 6:19-20 (NASB) 
19  Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy 



Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are 

not your own? 20  For you have been bought with a price: 
therefore glorify God in your body. 

F.  Our Lives.
Psalm 100:3 (CEV) 
3  You know the LORD is God! He created us, and we belong to 
him; we are his people, the sheep in his pasture. 

Romans 14:8 (NJB) 
8  while we are alive, we are living for the Lord, and when we die, 
we die for the Lord: and so, alive or dead, we belong to the Lord. 

Surely from these Scriptures it is clearly seen that 
1 Chronicles 29:11 (NASB) 
11  "Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and the glory 
and the victory and the majesty, indeed everything that is in the 
heavens and the earth; Yours is the dominion, O LORD, and You 
exalt Yourself as head over all. 

The individual who does not recognize God as his owner is 
said to be more ignorant than the ox or the ass, for Isaiah says, 
Isaiah 1:3 (NLT2) 
3  Even an ox knows its owner, and a donkey recognizes its 
master’s care— but Israel doesn’t know its master. My people don’t
recognize my care for them. 

II. Every Christian Is a Steward

Jesus gave a parable concerning the talents in Matthew 25:14–
30. The servants in the parable represent Christ’s disciples. Each 
man was given a certain number of talents and instructed to use 
them to the benefit of the king who gave them. Peter writes 
1 Peter 4:10 (NLT2) 
10  God has given each of you a gift from his great variety of 



spiritual gifts. Use them well to serve one another. 

A steward is one who oversees and takes care of another’s 
property. He does not own it, but he administers it on behalf of the 
owner. Paul tells the Corinthians that the chief qualification for a 
steward is trustworthiness. 
1 Corinthians 4:2 (RSV) 
2  Moreover it is required of stewards that they be found 
trustworthy. 

Man’s relationship to his money and his God becomes clear in 
the light of these two basic principles: God’s ownership of all 
things and man’s stewardship of the things which God gives him. 
Man owns nothing. Everything he has comes directly or indirectly 
from God. He is the caretaker of the material blessings which God 
provides. They are not his to use as he pleases but rather they 
constitute a trust which he is to handle as God the owner pleases.

Many Christians conceive of their money as belonging to them
exclusively, and if they so choose, they may give God some. The 
reverse, however, is the truth; it all belongs to God and He permits 
us to use part of it for himself. When this fact is clearly understood 
it will change our entire attitude toward our money and toward our 
God.

III. Examples of God’s Giving

Not only does God own everything, but as Paul says God 
gives us
1 Timothy 6:17 (NASB) 
17  God, ... richly supplies us with all things to enjoy. 

James is very emphatic when he says 
James 1:17 (CEV) 
17  Every good and perfect gift comes down from the Father who 
created all the lights in the heavens.  



Here are just a few of the many blessings which God gives us.

A.  His Son. 
God wrapped His most precious gift in the person of His Son 

and sent Him into the world. Jesus says
John 3:16 (HCSB) 
16  “For God loved the world in this way: He gave His One and 
Only Son, so that everyone who believes in Him will not perish but
have eternal life. 

B.  Eternal Life. 
Romans 6:23 (NASB) 
23  For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal 
life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

Paul emphasizes that this is a free gift from God. We cannot 
buy it. We cannot earn it. We may accept it humbly from God’s 
hands.

C. Salvation from Sin. 
Paul told the Ephesians 

Ephesians 2:8 (GW) 
8  God saved you through faith as an act of kindness. You had 
nothing to do with it. Being saved is a gift from God. 

We see that this is a gift from God, made possible through the 
death of Christ. Peter says, 
1 Peter 1:18-19 (GW) 
18  Realize that you weren't set free from the worthless life handed 
down to you from your ancestors by a payment of silver or gold 

which can be destroyed. 19  Rather, the payment that freed you 
was the precious blood of Christ, the lamb with no defects or 
imperfections. 



D. Wisdom. 
James says, 

James 1:5 (NKJV) 
5  If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all 
liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him. 

We may ask God for many things which in His wisdom He 
may refuse to give but James assures us that if we will ask for 
wisdom we shall receive it. This is a gift from God that we should 
seek constantly.

In addition to all of God’s gifts, we know that Christ has also 
given much to us and for us. 
John 10:11 (NKJV) 
11  I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for 
the sheep. 

2 Corinthians 8:9 (NASB) 
9  For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though 
He was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, so that you 
through His poverty might become rich. 

Christ gave up the riches and glory of heaven that we might 
obtain those same riches. Truly Paul is correct when he says, 
Ephesians 5:2 (GW) 
2  Live in love as Christ also loved us. He gave his life for us as an
offering and sacrifice, a soothing aroma to God. 

The hymn writer, Frederick M. Lehman, wrote:
The love of God is greater far Than tongue or pen can ever tell;
It goes beyond the highest star, And reaches to the lowest hell;

The guilty pair, bowed down with care, God gave His Son to win;
His erring child He reconciled, And pardoned from his sin. 

God has demonstrates it over and over because He 



Acts 17:25 (GW) 
25 ... isn't served by humans as if he needed anything. He gives 
everyone life, breath, and everything they have. 

IV. Giving in the Old Testament

A.  Individual Giving. 
Bringing a gift or an offering to God is a practice almost as old

as the history of man. Genesis 4 records the first such incident. 
This giving was done by the sons of Adam and Eve.

1.  Cain and Abel. 
Genesis does not say that God had commanded Cain and Abel to 
bring a sacrifice to Him. But Hebrews 11:4 implies this when it 
says, 
Hebrews 11:4 (NASB) 
4  By faith Abel offered to God a better sacrifice than Cain, 
through which he obtained the testimony that he was righteous, 
God testifying about his gifts, and through faith, though he is dead,
he still speaks. 

The statement “by faith” apparently means that God had 
revealed this to them.

Cain, being a farmer, brought some fruit of the ground as his 
offering. Abel brought one of the “firstborn of his flock,” since he 
was a shepherd. God accepted Abel’s offering but rejected Cain’s. 
Why Cain’s offering was rejected is not known for sure. It was 
evidently rejected because 

(1) it was the wrong type of offering. Seemingly God desired a
blood sacrifice. Or 

(2) it was an ungenerous gift. Cain may have been too stingy 
to buy a lamb.

This of course caused trouble between the two brothers and 
led to the murder of Abel. However, we see in this incident the 
early practice of bringing a gift to God in worship.



2.   Noah. 
When Noah came out of the ark following the flood, the first 

thing he did was to build an altar to Jehovah and took of every 
clean beast and of every clean bird and offered this to God as his 
offering of thanksgiving and worship for his deliverance. 

Genesis 8:20 (NASB) 
20  Then Noah built an altar to the LORD, and took of every clean 
animal and of every clean bird and offered burnt offerings on the 
altar. 

God was pleased with his offering and promised never to 
destroy the earth with a flood.

3.   Abraham. 
By the time of Abraham we find something new in the matter 

of giving. Abraham still offered animal sacrifices to God, but in 
addition to this he also gave tithes. In Genesis 14:18–20 is 
recorded Abraham’s encounter with Melchizedek. Abraham had 
rescued Lot after he had been captured by the four kings. In the 
capture Abraham had taken considerable spoils. As he returned, he 
met Melchizedek, king of Salem, who was a priest of God Most 
High. As the priest blessed Abraham, he in turn gave him a tenth of
all his goods. Again it is not stated that God had commanded 
Abraham to do this, but in the light of its later practice by 
Abraham’s descendants, it is reasonable to conclude that God had 
given Abraham the teaching concerning the tithe.

4.   Jacob. 
Abraham’s grandson, Jacob, also was a tither. As Jacob left his

home on his way to his Uncle Laban’s, he spent the night at Bethel.
Here he dreamed of the ladder which stretched from earth to 
heaven. In the morning, he made a covenant with God, 
Genesis 28:19-22 (NASB) 
19  He called the name of that place Bethel; however, previously 

the name of the city had been Luz. 20  Then Jacob made a vow, 
saying, "If God will be with me and will keep me on this journey 

that I take, and will give me food to eat and garments to wear, 21



 and I return to my father's house in safety, then the LORD will be 

my God. 22  "This stone, which I have set up as a pillar, will be 
God's house, and of all that You give me I will surely give a tenth 
to You."  

Seemingly God was not offended at Jacob’s proposition but 
rather seemed to be pleased as he continued to bless Jacob both 
materially and spiritually throughout his life. Apparently Jacob 
lived up to his vow also.

These are examples of giving by individuals during the 
Patriarchal Age. As we move to the Mosaic period, we will find 
that God’s requirements for giving are much more detailed and 
demanding.

B. Giving under the Mosaic Law. 
When God gave the law to Moses on Mt. Sinai, He made the 

tithe the primary principle of giving for the children of Israel. He 
not only commanded one tithe but seemingly two and possibly 
three.

1. The first tithe commanded. 
In Leviticus 27 Moses gave the law of tithing. 
Leviticus 27:30-33 (GW) 
30  “One-tenth of what comes from the land, whether grain or 

fruit, is holy and belongs to the LORD. 31  If you buy back any 

part of it, you must add one-fifth more to it. 32  Every tenth head of
cattle or sheep that you counted is holy and belongs to the LORD. 
33  You must not look to see if it is good or bad or exchange it. But
if you do exchange it, both the first animal and its substitute will 
be holy. They cannot be bought back.” 

We note these instructions regarding the tithe: 
(1) They were to give a tenth of all the increase of the land each 
year. This consisted of the grain which grew on the land, the fruit 
from the trees or vines. It also included a tithe of the herd and the 
flock. 
(2) This was considered to be holy to Jehovah (Leviticus. 27:3–



32). 
(3) They seemingly had a specific time when they did this tithing. 
When it came time to tithe the sheep and the cattle, they would 
drive them under the rod. A counter would take every tenth sheep 
or goat or cow and turn it aside. They were not to substitute the 
animal in front or behind the tenth one. If they did, then they had to
give both the tenth one and the one they had tried to substitute. 
God took His chances on that tenth animal and expected them to 
do the same!

The first tenth was to go for the support of the Levis. The tithe
from the other tribes was considered the inheritance of the Levis 
since they did not receive an inheritance of land when Israel settled
in Canaan. God’s instructions to Moses were: 
Numbers 18:21 (GW) 
21  “I am giving the Levis one-tenth of every Israelite's income. 
This is in return for the work they do at the tent of meeting. 

When the tribe of Levi received the tithe from the other tribes, 
they in turn were to give a tithe of what they had received to Aaron
for the support of his family and the priests. They had not received 
a land inheritance either. Jehovah spoke to Moses saying, 
Numbers 18:26-29 (GW) 
26  “Speak to the Levis and say to them: You will take one-tenth of
the Israelites' income which I'm giving you as your property. When
you do, you must contribute one-tenth of that income as your 

contribution to the LORD. 27  Your contribution will be 
considered to be grain from the threshing floor or juice from the 

winepress. 28  So you, too, will contribute one-tenth of your 
income to the LORD out of all that you receive from the Israelites' 
income. You will give the LORD'S contribution to the priest 

Aaron. 29  Out of all the gifts you receive, you must contribute the 
best and holiest parts to the LORD. 

Thus we see God’s care of His own. Through the division of 
the land of Canaan, He had provided for the tribes. He provided for
the tribe of Levi and the priests as they ministered in the 



Tabernacle.

2. The second tithe. 
After the first tithe had been taken, Deuteronomy indicates that a 
second tithe was to be given out of the nine-tenths remaining.  
Instructions for the second tithe are provided in Deuteronomy 
14:22-27, (cf. Deuteronomy 12:11-18 and 26:12.)  This second 
tithe was to be used for a sacred meal to be eaten as an act of 
worship wherever God instructed. Later on the place was 
Jerusalem because that is where the Tabernacle and later the 
Temple stood. This tithe apparently was used to finance the various
feasts and meals which Jehovah required of His people. The offerer
was also supposed to share this meal with the Leviticus, since they 
had no inheritance. (Read Deuteronomy 14:22–27; 12:17–19). If 
an Israelite lived too far out to carry this tithe with him then he 
could convert it into money and then purchase the necessary food 
in Jerusalem (Deuteronomy 14:24–25).

3. The third year tithe. 
Deuteronomy 14:28–29 says, 
Deuteronomy 14:28-29 (NASB) 
28  "At the end of every third year you shall bring out all the tithe 

of your produce in that year, and shall deposit it in your town. 29

 "The Leviticusite, because he has no portion or inheritance 
among you, and the alien, the orphan and the widow who are in 
your town, shall come and eat and be satisfied, in order that the 
LORD your God may bless you in all the work of your hand which 
you do. 

The Old Testament does not make clear whether this refers to 
a third tithe every three years or whether the second tithe was used 
completely for the poor each third year. According to some ancient 
scholars each third year the second tithe was to be given entirely to
the Levis and the poor. But according to Josephus (Antiquities, IV, 
VIII, 22), the Poor Tithe was actually a third one.

In summary, the Mosaic Law required the Jew to give one-
tenth of all his increase each year to support the Levis as they 



ministered to God in the Tabernacle. The Levis in turn tithed to the 
priests so that they might have a living. In addition to this, the  
tribes were to give a second tithe each year for the purpose of 
religious feasts in Jerusalem in connection with the worship in the 
Tabernacle or the Temple. Each third year they gave a Poor Tithe. 
This went to the Leviticus, widows, orphans, and the poor 
(Deuteronomy 26:12–13).

V. Divine Blessings on the Tithe

God’s blessings are always commensurate with man’s 
responsibilities. At first glance, it appears that God had required 
much of the children of Israel in the amount of giving, but God has
never required man to give to Him other than what He has blessed 
them with. God told them if they would obey His commandments 
that He would bless them abundantly. He said, 
Deuteronomy 28:3-6 (GW) 
3  You will be blessed in the city and blessed in the country. 4  You 
will be blessed. You will have children. Your land will have crops. 
Your animals will have offspring. Your cattle will have calves, and 

your flocks will have lambs and kids. 5  The grain you harvest and 

the bread you bake will be blessed. 6  You will be blessed when you
come and blessed when you go. 
 

Solomon exhorted the people of his day to 
Proverbs 3:9-10 (GW) 
9  Honor the LORD with your wealth and with the first and best 

part of all your income. 10  Then your barns will be full, and your 
vats will overflow with fresh wine. 

Perhaps the most familiar of God’s promises to Israel is found 
in Malachi where God challenged Israel to:
Malachi 3:10-12 (GW) 
10  “Bring one-tenth of your income into the storehouse so that 
there may be food in my house. Test me in this way,” says the 



LORD of Armies. “See if I won't open the windows of heaven for 

you and flood you with blessings. 11  Then, for your sake, I will 
stop insects from eating {your crops}. They will not destroy the 
produce of your land. The vines in your fields will not lose their 

unripened grapes,” says the LORD of Armies. 12  “All nations will
call you blessed because you will be a delightful land,” says the 
LORD of Armies. 

God is a loving and a generous God. He is the same today as 
He was in Israel’s day.
Hebrews 13:8 (ESV)
8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.

QUESTIONS

1. What is the first basic principle of Christian giving?

2. Write the second principle of Christian giving.

3. Summarize the giving required under the Mosaic law.

COMPLETE

1. For an offering Cain brought ________________ and Abel 
brought ________________.

2. List four things the Bible says God owns.
a.  

b. 

c.  

d. 



3. Melchizedek was the king of  ________________ and 
________________ of God Most High.

4. What do these Scriptures say God gives us?
a.  James 1:5 

b.  Romans 6:23 

c.  1 Timothy 6:17
 
5. Israel gave the first tithe to the ________________ because they
had no ________________.

6. List three blessings God promised to Israel in Malachi 3:10–12.
a. 
b. 
c. 

Giving in the New Testament

I.  The True Nature of Giving
A.  It Is a Grace
B.  Act of Worship

1. Definite responsibility
2. Worship is directed toward God

C.  It Is an Act of Love
II.  Reasons for Giving

A.  Advance the Work of the Kingdom
B.  To Develop Spirituality in the Christian

1. A right attitude toward money
2. The Godlike quality of unselfishness

C.  Future Accountability
III.  What Is the Standard of Christian Liberality?

A.  God Is the Only One Who Can Set the Standard of 
Liberality

B.  More Is Required of the Christian than the Jew



In the New Testament the subject of giving is very prominent. 
The sacred writers have far more to say about the correct and 
incorrect usage of money than they do about baptism and the 
Lord’s Supper combined. One third of our Lord’s parables dealt 
with money. One verse in every six of the Synoptic Gospels deals 
with money.

I. The True Nature of Giving

Many people fail to give as they should largely because they 
do not understand the true nature of giving. Once a sincere 
Christian sees the full meaning of this part of his Christian life, it 
then becomes a joy and a blessing to give.

A.   It Is a Grace. 
Paul speaks of giving as a grace in 
2 Corinthians 8:7 (NASB) 
7  But just as you abound in everything, in faith and utterance and 
knowledge and in all earnestness and in the love we inspired in 
you, see that you abound in this gracious work also. 

"Gracious" is the Greek word charis.  The noun charis is 
formed from the root char- whose derivatives all focus on that 
which gives pleasure, benefit, and happiness. Thus there is a 
certain relationship between charis, “grace, kindness,” and chara, 
“joy.” Charis evokes joy and delight, often in a totally undeserved 
and unexpected way. 

Webster defines grace as “any spiritual gift or attainment.” 
We speak of love, joy, peace as Christian graces. Paul calls 

them “fruit of the Spirit” (Gal. 5:22). These graces are 
characteristics or attributes which the Spirit produces in the 
Christian’s life.

A grace is a definite spiritual quality of life which is not 
inherent in the natural man, but which grows within his heart 
through the power of the Holy Spirit.  Human beings, by nature, 
are selfish. The first law of life is “self-preservation.”  We thinks of
ourselves, our family, our needs and desires first. Only as we 



becomes like God does we begin to put God and others before 
himself.

This being the case then, we learn to be unselfish and learn to 
give just like we learns to do other things in the Christian life. 
When an individual finds him or her self unable to give freely to 
God, they should pray that God will enable them to have the right 
attitude toward his money and to handle it in a Christ-like manner. 
The ability to give freely, liberally, and with the proper attitude and
motives is a spiritual attainment toward which every Christian 
should strive.

2 Corinthians 9:7 (NASB) 
7  Each one must do just as he has purposed in his heart, not 
grudgingly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 

In this passage cheerful giving is contrasted with begrudged 
giving, followed by a loose quote from Psalm 112:9.  The motive 
of cheerful liberality is demonstrated by the sincere smiling face of
the giver.

B. Act of Worship. 
Many Christians look upon the offering as a sort of “necessary

evil” to keep the bills paid. A preacher said one time, “If I had my 
way, I would never take an offering.” This preacher obviously did 
not understand the true nature of giving. Instead of being a 
nuisance the offering is a sublime act of worship of God.

God required all male Jews to attend the three major feasts 
held each year: Passover, Pentecost, and the Feast of Tabernacles.

When they came, God said, 
Deuteronomy 16:16-17 (GW) 
16  Three times a year all your men must come into the presence of
the LORD your God at the place he will choose: at the Festival of 
Unleavened Bread, the Festival of Weeks, and the Festival of 
Booths. But no one may come into the presence of the LORD 

without an offering. 17  Each man must bring a gift in proportion 
to the blessings the LORD your God has given him. 



 These feasts were a part of their worship of Jehovah. He 
expected them to bring an offering in proportion to their blessings. 
This was an act of worship.

The same concept is taught in the New Testament. In Acts 
2:42, Luke lists the worship of the early church. Along with 
teaching, the Lord’s Supper, and prayer, he adds “fellowship.” This
same word is translated in Romans 15:26 as “contribution.” The 
word “fellowship” basically means “sharing.” This sharing or 
giving by the New Testament Church was considered by the Holy 
Spirit to be worship of God.

This is further confirmed when Paul instructs the church, 
1 Corinthians 16:1-2 (GW) 
1  Now, concerning the money to be collected for God's people {in 
Jerusalem}: I want you to do as I directed the churches in Galatia.
2  Every Sunday each of you should set aside some of your money 
and save it. Then money won't have to be collected when I come. 
 

On the same day that they worshiped God in prayer, in Bible 
study, and the Lord’s Supper, they were also to worship with their 
offerings.

To consider Christian giving as a dedicated act of worship is to
lift it out of the realm of the unimportant to that of a:

1.  Definite responsibility. 
Too many people view Christian giving as being a minor part 

of their Christian responsibility. One gives as he feels like it and 
when convenient. (Many people seldom “feel” like giving.) God 
told Israel not to appear before Him empty handed. The Christian 
today should certainly feel the same responsibility. 

Henry J. Kaiser was inspired by a quotation hung in a 
blacksmith shop in England.  It read --

“What, giving again?” I asked in dismay.
“And must I keep giving and giving away?”

“Oh no,” said the angel, looking me through.
“Just give till the Lord stops giving to you.”



2.  Worship is directed toward God. 
Giving, as an act of worship, should be to God. Many give to 

support the preacher, to build a building, or to meet some other 
expense. This, however, is a false concept. One’s giving should 
always be to God. It may be used for some of these purposes but in
the heart of the worshiper should be the thought that this is a gift to
God.

In the loaf of the Lord’s Supper one should see the body of 
Christ. In the cup the blood of Christ is seen. Perhaps in the bottom
of the offering plate should be painted the hand of Christ so that 
the Christian will be reminded that his offering is given to Christ.

An unknown poet said:
Give as you would to the Master.

If you met his loving look;
Give as you would of your substance

As if His hand the offering took.

C. It Is an Act of Love. 
Love is the greatest motivating power in the world. All 

Christian service should be primarily motivated by love. Christian 
giving should also be done because of love. Paul wrote to the 
church at Corinth and urged them to 
2 Corinthians 8:24 (GW) 
24  So give these men a demonstration of your love. Show their 
congregations that we were right to be proud of you. 

God, the same as man, likes some tangible proof of love. This 
is one way we show it. John says, 
1 John 3:18 (GW) 
18  Dear children, we must show love through actions that are 
sincere, not through empty words. 

God can often tell more about our love for Him through the 
offering plate than by our claims of love for Him.  It seems fitting 
that the offering plates should be placed on the same table as the 
Lord’s Supper. In the Lord’s Supper one sees the greatest picture or
evidence of God’s love that is known to man. In the offering 



should be seen at least one evidence of man’s love for God. Truly it
should be to the Christian a table of love.

In summary, Christian giving is a grace or Christian 
attainment that God develops in our lives through His Holy Spirit. 
It is an act of worship of God. It is not an incidental part of our 
Christian experience, but is a definite act of obedience and worship
unto God. It is an act of love motivated by the love of God toward 
us and springing from the love of God in our hearts. John states it 
clearly when he says 
1 John 4:19 (NASB) 
19  We love, because He first loved us. 

II. Reasons for Giving

A.  Advance the Work of the Kingdom. 
We live in a material world. It takes money or material wealth 

to carry on God’s work in this world. It takes money to support the 
preaching of the Gospel. Paul commends the Philippian church for 
their generous support in the preaching of the Gospel. They had 
sent offerings to him during his work in Thessalonica (Philippians 
4:15–16). They had supported him in his preaching in Corinth (2 
Corinthians 11:9). They later sent a gift to him while he was a 
prisoner in Rome. 

It takes money to care for the widow and the orphan, to build 
church buildings, send missionaries, and print Bibles. This reason 
for giving is apparent to everyone.  Paul gives his apostolic rules 
for supporting widows in 2 Timothy 5:11-16.  Take time to study 
this topic.

B.  To Develop Spirituality in the Christian. 
This purpose for Christian giving is the primary one. The 

question is asked, Why does God require us to give? The obvious 
answer is that we might become like Him. It is true that God owns 
everything. If He chose, He could provide miraculously all the 
needs that the Church has. This, however, would not develop 
Christian character and God-likeness in His children. All of God’s 
laws and requirements are for our good. Paul in urging the 



Corinthians to give, reminded them that God would increase the 
fruits of their righteousness. 
2 Corinthians 9:11 (NLT2) 
11  Yes, you will be enriched in every way so that you can always 
be generous. And when we take your gifts to those who need them, 
they will thank God. 

Paul indicates in this Scripture that God would bless them and 
enrich them spiritually because they gave.

Jesus says, 
Matthew 6:21 (GW) 
21  Your heart will be where your treasure is. 
 

Any time that an individual gives to something he will have 
more interest in it. This is because his money represents a part of 
his life. When he has invested his life in something, then he is 
concerned about it. Jesus understood this principle, that if a man 
will put his money in the kingdom of God that this will be one 
means of reaching his heart for the kingdom also. 

God wants the person, not the money. But he uses money to 
reach us.  Jesus teaches that money is a testing ground or a method 
by which God determines whether man is worthy of spiritual 
blessings. He states that:
Luke 16:10-13 (GW) 
10  Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with
a lot. Whoever is dishonest with very little is dishonest with a lot. 
11  Therefore, if you can't be trusted with wealth that is often used 

dishonestly, who will trust you with wealth that is real? 12  If you 
can't be trusted with someone else's wealth, who will give you your

own? 13  “A servant cannot serve two masters. He will hate the 
first master and love the second, or he will be devoted to the first 
and despise the second. You cannot serve God and wealth.” 

In this Scripture money or material wealth is represented by 
the words “little,” “someone else’s wealth.” Spiritual riches are 
represented by the words “wealth that is real,” “who will give you 



your own.” Jesus says that if we have not been faithful in our 
material wealth, if we have not handled them right, then we will 
not receive the true riches which are spiritual. In other words, 
when we learn to handle our money right, then God will grant to us
the greater spiritual riches which He has in store for us. By the 
same token, if a Christian fails to pass the test in handling his 
money, then Jesus indicates that he will not receive great spiritual 
blessings. It is a true statement that you never see a truly spiritual 
man who is stingy. The reason being that his stinginess is the block
which prevents God from filling his life with true righteousness.

God requires us to give in an effort to instill within us:

1.   A right attitude toward money. 
The Lord wants us to develop the concept that money is our 

servant, not our master. 
Dug from the mountain side

Washed from the glen,
Servant am I

Or the master of men.

When a Christian understands that God gives him material 
blessings to be used for God and good, then his money becomes 
his servant. Money can be used as a blessing in a thousand ways 
when it is the servant of a Christian, but when money becomes the 
master, a tragedy can result. A prime example is the rich young 
ruler in Mark 10.

2.  The Godlike quality of unselfishness. 
There’s perhaps no characteristic more foreign to the nature of

God than that of selfishness and covetousness. God loved us so 
much that He gave His Son. God, who gives us richly all things to 
enjoy, has no trace of selfishness in Him. He asks us to give that 
we may develop this same spirit within us.

A preacher was asked by the elders to issue a letter from the 
church office stating that the church was not meeting its budget 
and urging the members to give more generously. One of the 



members of the church, highly incensed at receiving the letter, 
wrote the preacher a sharp reply. He included his letter with these 
words: “It seems to me that all there is to Christianity is give, give, 
give!”

The preacher did not answer the letter immediately. Some time
later after much thought he wrote the member this note: “Dear Sir:
Thank you for writing and giving me the best definition of 
Christianity that I have ever heard—‘give, give, give!’”

The more one studies Christianity the more he or she realizes 
that the words “love” and “give” are inseparable and form the basis
of true Christian living.

C.  Future Accountability. 
Jesus said, 

Matthew 16:27 (CEV) 
27  The Son of Man will soon come in the glory of his Father and 
with his angels to reward all people for what they have done. 

Paul echoed the words of the Master when he wrote: 
2 Corinthians 5:9-10 (NASB) 
9  Therefore we also have as our ambition, whether at home or 

absent, to be pleasing to Him. 10  For we must all appear before 
the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may be recompensed 
for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether 
good or bad. 

And, in Hebrew's, he reminds us that 
Hebrews 9:27 (NLT) 
27  And just as each person is destined to die once and after that 
comes judgment, 

The hymn writer, Robert Emmett Winsett,  has expressed the 
idea of the future judgment and its purpose in this verse: 

“There is coming a day when to judgment we go, 
there to reap as in life we have sown, 

so be careful each day what you do, what you say, 



for you meet it again by and by.”

When the Scriptures tell us that we shall give an account of 
the deeds here on earth, it is evident that God will examine our 
giving along with other acts of Christian service. God rebuked the 
Jews for their greed and accused them of robbing Him. When they 
asked how they had robbed Him, he said, 
Mal. 3:8–9 (KJV).
in tithes and offerings. Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have 
robbed Me, even this whole nation 

I am sure that God will be less pleased with the Christian if he 
robs Him. Paul in Colossians 3:5 speaks of covetousness as being 
idolatry. This is a serious sin. It was so serious that it cost the rich 
young ruler his eternal salvation. It is unthinkable that a Christian 
who has received every blessing imaginable from God, would in 
turn rob Him by keeping back material blessings which belong to 
God. This is both ingratitude and stealing. We must learn to give in
the right proportion as well as with the right attitude and motive 
lest we be condemned at the judgment of God.

On the other hand, when we die, God will entrust to us the true
riches of eternity if we have been faithful in the use of our money 
on earth. We will then hear Him say, 
Matthew 25:23 (NASB) 
23  "His master said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful slave. 
You were faithful with a few things, I will put you in charge of 
many things; enter into the joy of your master.' 

John Rutledge was right when he said, 
“By doing good with his money a man, as it were, 
stamps the image of God upon it, and makes it pass 
current for the merchandise of heaven.”

III. What Is the Standard of Christian Liberality?

Having seen that giving is a Christian grace, and also a part of 



our worship of God, the logical question arises, How much should 
I give? What is liberal giving?

It is evident that man is not qualified to set the standard of 
liberality. Some who give 1% of their income believe that they are 
generous. Others who give 20% feel that they are rendering only a 
reasonable service to God. Evidently both groups are not right. 
That would create in the church a situation similar to ancient Israel 
when 
Judges 17:6 (NASB) 
6  every man did what was right in his own eyes. 

A. God Is the Only One Who Can Set the Standard of 
Liberality.

In the Scriptures there is no maximum amount that a Christian 
can give. When it comes to how much he can give, the sky is the 
limit. However, the Bible does indicate that the Jew in the Old 
Testament gave a first tithe to support the Lord’s work (Leviticus. 
27:30–32; Num. 18:21–28). In addition he gave a second tenth in 
worship of God (Deuteronomy 12:17–19). The righteous Jew also 
gave offerings in addition to the tithe (Mal. 3:8).

However, Charles H. Spurgeon is correct when he says:
"It is also noteworthy that, with regard to 

Christian liberality, there are no rules laid down 
in the Word of God. I remember hearing 
somebody say, ‘I should like to know exactly what
I ought to give.’ Yes, dear Friend, no doubt you 
would; but you are not under a system similar to 
that by which the Jews were obliged to pay tithes 
to the priests. If there were any such rule laid 
down in the gospel, it would destroy the beauty of
spontaneous giving, and take away all the bloom 
from the fruit of your liberality!" 

B. More Is Required of the Christian than the Jew. 



The New Testament urges the Christian to give liberally 
(Romans 12:8); to give “generously” and cheerfully (2 Corinthians
9:6–7). Jesus told His disciples that 
Matthew 5:20 (NASB) 
20  unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and 
Pharisees, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven. 

Certainly God does not require less of the Christian than He 
did of the Jew. However, two kinds of giving are taught 
consistently throughout Scripture: giving to the government 
(always compulsory), and giving to God (always voluntary). The 
issue has been greatly confused, however, by some who 
misunderstand the nature of the Old Testament tithes. Tithes were 
not primarily gifts to God, but taxes for funding the national 
budget in Israel. Because Israel was a theocracy, the Levitical 
priests acted as the civil government. So the Levi's tithe (Leviticus 
27:30-33) was a precursor to today's income tax, as was a second 
annual tithe required by God to fund a national festival 
(Deuteronomy 14:22-29). Smaller taxes were also imposed on the 
people by the law (Leviticus 19:9-10; Exodus 23:10-11). So the 
total giving required of the Israelites was not 10 percent, but well 
over 20 percent. All that money was used to operate the nation. All 
giving apart from that required to run the government was purely 
voluntary (cf. Exodus 25:2; 1 Chronicles 29:9). Each person gave 
whatever was in his heart to give; no percentage or amount was 
specified. 

When God commanded Moses and the Israelite's to build the 
Tabernacle, God specified voluntarism.  In Exodus 35:20-29, you 
see over and over the voluntarism concept:
Exodus 35:21-22 (NASB) 
21  Everyone whose heart stirred him and everyone whose spirit 
moved him came and brought the LORD'S contribution for the 
work of the tent of meeting and for all its service and for the holy 

garments. 22  Then all whose hearts moved them, both men and 
women, came and brought brooches and earrings and signet rings 
and bracelets, all articles of gold; so did every man who presented



an offering of gold to the LORD. 

Exodus 35:29 (NASB) 
29  The Israelites, all the men and women, whose heart moved 
them to bring material for all the work, which the LORD had 
commanded through Moses to be done, brought a freewill offering 
to the LORD. 

New Testament believers are never commanded to tithe. 
Matthew 22:15-22 and Romans 13:1-7 tell us about the only 
required giving in the church age, which is the paying of taxes to 
the government. Interestingly enough, we in America presently pay
between 25 and 35 percent of our income to the government--a 
figure very similar to the requirement under the theocracy of Israel.

The guideline for our giving to God and His work is found in 
2 Corinthians 9:6-7 (NASB) 
6  Now this I say, he who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, 

and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7  Each one
must do just as he has purposed in his heart, not grudgingly or 
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 

The Christian has a greater covenant with God (Hebrews 8:6). 
The Christian has better promises under that covenant (Hebrews 
8:6; 2 Peter 1:4). The Christian has a greater commission to carry 
the gospel to the whole world (Mark 16:15–16). The needs are 
greater. But, still, God demands that our giving be entirely 
voluntary.

QUESTIONS

FILL IN THE BLANKS

1. 2 Corinthians 9:6-7 (NASB) 6  Now this I say, he who sows 
________________ will also reap ______________, and he who 

sows  ______________ will also reap  ______________. 7  Each 
one must do just as he has  ______________ in his heart, not 



grudgingly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 

2. 1 Corinthians 16:2 (NLT2) 2  On the _____________ of each 
week, you should each put aside a _____________ of the money 
you have earned. 

3. Matthew 5:20 (NASB) 
20  "For I say to you that unless your __________________ 
surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will not _________
the kingdom of heaven. 

COMPLETE

1. Giving is a grace. A grace is:

2. List three reasons why the Christian should give.
a. 

b. 

c. 

3. What two ideas are expressed in the statement that giving is an 
act of worship?
a. 

b. 

4. List all the reasons you can why a Christian should give more 
under grace than the Jew did under Law.
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