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THE TWO COVENANTS

Throughout history God has dealt with man in various 
ways in different ages. These periods of time are sometimes 
called dispensations.

For example, the period from Adam to Moses is 
designated the Patriarchal Age. The Word Patriarchal is 
derived from Latin and means "rule of the fathers." During 
this time, God dealt directly with men such as Noah, 
Abraham, and others. Revelation of God's will was rather dim, 
and his requirements were few. This is called the "Starlight 
Age" of God's revelation to man.

The second period of history is called the Mosaic Age or 
dispensation and extends from Moses to Christ. God revealed 
His will for the Israelites through the law of Moses given at 
Mt. Sinai. Revelation was clearer, and God's requirements 
were higher and more specific. This was the "Moonlight Age" 
of Revelation. God dealt with Israel on a national basis.

The third period of God's dealings with man is called the 
Christian Age. It began on Pentecost (Acts 2), and will 
continue till Christ comes again. This is the "Sunlight Age" of 
Revelation. God is now dealing with the whole world. The 
revelation of God's will is bright and full—Christ being the 
climax of all revelation (Hebrews 1:2). This is the highest and 
the last of God's dispensations. After this will come heaven 
and eternity.

I.  GOD'S COVENANTS WITH HIS PEOPLE

Parallel with these ages have been certain agreements or 
covenants which God has made with His people in His 
program of redeeming man. The word "covenant" or 
"testament" means "agreement or contract which involves 
both parties in the agreement." Our English word "covenant" 
is derived from two Latin words, con, "together," and venio, 
"to come." Hence it means literally, "a coming together." 

The Greek word for covenant is diatheke. This word is 
found 33 times in the New Testament. It denotes an 



arrangement made by a superior for the acceptance and 
observance of an inferior. Our English word "contract" would 
express the meaning of this Greek word. The contract may be 
accepted or rejected by the other party, but he can not alter it. 
But if accepted, this covenant binds both parties by its terms.

Our word "will" or "testament" expresses a similar idea.
As an illustration of this, in the covenant made with Israel

at Mt. Sinai God said, 
Exodus 19:5 (NASB) 
5  'Now then, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My 
covenant, then you shall be My own possession among all the 
peoples, for all the earth is Mine; 

 Later when Moses read God's covenant to the people, 
they responded--
Exodus 24:7 (NASB) 
7  Then he took the book of the covenant and read it in the 
hearing of the people; and they said, "All that the LORD has 
spoken we will do, and we will be obedient!" 

This made it a complete covenant—binding both parties 
to keep it.

Some examples of covenants God has made with His people 
are:

A.  The Covenant With Noah. 
After the flood God made a covenant with Noah saying: 

Genesis 9:11 (NASB) 
11  "I establish My covenant with you; and all flesh shall never 
again be cut off by the water of the flood, neither shall there 
again be a flood to destroy the earth." 

The token of this covenant was the rainbow.

B.  The Covenant with Abraham. 
In Genesis 15:18 God covenanted with Abraham 

promising the land of Palestine to him and to his seed (cf. 
Genesis 17:2-8). This promise and the subsequent promise of 
the Messiah (Genesis 22:12-18), was made providing Abraham 
believed and obeyed God.  Circumcision was the sign of 
agreement:
Genesis 17:9-14 (GW) 



9  God also said to Abraham, “You and your descendants in 

generations to come are to be faithful to my promise. 10  This 
is how you are to be faithful to my promise: Every male 

among you is to be circumcised. 11  All of you must be 
circumcised. That will be the sign of the promise from me to 

you. 12  For generations to come every male child who is 
eight days old must be circumcised, whether he is born in 
your household or bought with money from a foreigner who's 

not related to you. 13  Every male born in your household or 
bought with your money is to be circumcised without 
exception. So my promise will be a sign on your flesh, an 

everlasting promise. 14  Any uncircumcised male must be 
excluded from his people because he has rejected my 
promise.” 

C.  The Sinai Covenant With Israel. 
Three months after the children of Israel came out of 

Egypt God made a covenant with them and gave them the Law 
of Moses (Exodus 19:5-6; Exodus 20; Deuteronomy 5). This is 
the main covenant of the Old Testament. This will be dealt with
more fully later.

D.  The New Covenant or Christian Age. 
The New Testament or new Covenant which is the final 

one is the climax of God's revelation. 
Hebrews 1:1-2 (NASB) 
1  God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in 

many portions and in many ways, 2  in these last days has 
spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, 
through whom also He made the world. 

A fuller discussion follows on this covenant.  See below.

II.  THE OLD TESTAMENT COVENANT—SINAI

A. History. 
The story of God's covenant with Israel is recorded in 

Exodus 19-20, and Deuteronomy 5.   Having been freed from 
bondage in Egypt, Moses led the children of Israel across the 



Red Sea and to the foot of Mt. Sinai. God then came down upon 
the mountain and through Moses as mediator he gave the terms
of the covenant to Israel. In addition to the Ten Commandments 
it included various rules and regulations recorded in Leviticus, 
plus a blueprint of the tabernacle. This was God's will for Israel 
until Christ should come.

B.  Purpose. 
The design or purpose of the Law was summarized by Paul 

when he said in 
Galatians 3:19 (NASB) 
19  Why the Law then? It was added because of transgressions, 
having been ordained through angels by the agency of a 
mediator, until the seed would come to whom the promise had 
been made. 

More specifically, God's purpose in giving the law seems to
be fourfold:

1) The Law was given to Israel for the purpose of a civil 
government. 

They were a nation and needed a code of civil and political 
laws by which to govern themselves. This purpose is clearly 
seen when one studies the various regulations found in the Law 
(see Exodus 22:1-8; Leviticus 25:23-38).

2)  The Law was given to teach and convict men of sin 
And it did this by giving them a perfect standard of 

morality. Paul states in 
Romans 7:7 (NASB) 
7  What shall we say then? Is the Law sin? May it never be! On 
the contrary, I would not have come to know sin except through 
the Law; for I would not have known about coveting if the Law 
had not said, "YOU SHALL NOT COVET." 

The law taught men what sin was and what righteousness 
was.

3)  The Law was also given to prevent the universal spread 
of idolatry 

And this by preserving among men the knowledge of the 



one true God. When Israel departed from the worship of 
Jehovah, a prophet would call them back to the law of Moses. 
Every reformation or revival was accomplished through a return 
to God's law.

Through the synagogue the Jews spread the knowledge of 
the one true God as they taught the law to the Gentiles. This 
knowledge of Jehovah was a great help in spreading the Gospel 
after Pentecost.

4)  A fourth purpose was that the Law was designed
to lead men to Christ. 

Paul writes: 
Galatians 3:24-27 (NASB) 
24  Therefore the Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ, 

so that we may be justified by faith. 25  But now that faith has 

come, we are no longer under a tutor. 26  For you are all sons of

God through faith in Christ Jesus. 27  For all of you who were 
baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.  

The various rites and ceremonies, types and symbols in the 
law of Moses were designed to teach and prepare men for Christ. 
For example, the sacrifice of a lamb to atone for sin was an 
illustration of this. John the Baptist understood this when he said
of Jesus, 
John 1:29 (GW) 
29  John saw Jesus coming toward him the next day and said, 
“Look! This is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world. 

C.  Duration. 
The Old Testament clearly teaches that the Law of Moses 

was a temporary covenant. Moses predicted that he would be 
superseded as God's lawgiver and prophet when he said, 
Deuteronomy 18:15 (NASB) 
15  "The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me 
from among you, from your countrymen, you shall listen to him. 

Jeremiah confirmed the temporary nature of the Law when 
he wrote, 
Jeremiah 31:31 (NASB) 



31  "Behold, days are coming," declares the LORD, 
"when I will make a new covenant with the house of 
Israel and with the house of Judah, 

Jesus said: "Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or 
the Prophets; I did not come to abolish but to fulfill" 
(Matthew5:17). Jesus fulfilled the Law of Moses when he 
lived up to it and fulfilled the types concerning Himself which it
contained. At His death, Paul says that Jesus took the Law of 
Moses "out of the way, nailing it to the Cross" (Colossians 
2:14; cf. 2 Corinthians 3:12-14). When Jesus, on the Cross, 
cried, "it is finished" (John 19:30), he obviously had in mind a 
number of things, one being the Law of Moses. At this time, the 
Old Covenant had been fulfilled and was now finished 
(Colossians 2:14).

The writer of Hebrews is very specific when he writes: 
Hebrews 8:7-8 (NASB) 
7  For if that first covenant had been faultless, there would 

have been no occasion sought for a second. 8  For finding fault 
with them, He says, "BEHOLD, DAYS ARE COMING, SAYS 
THE LORD, WHEN I WILL EFFECT A NEW COVENANT 
WITH THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL AND WITH THE HOUSE OF
JUDAH; 

And to settle the matter once and for all he adds: 
Hebrews 10:9 (NASB) 
9  then He said, "BEHOLD, I HAVE COME TO DO YOUR 
WILL." He takes away the first in order to establish the 
second. 

Clearly, "He" is our Lord Jesus Christ.

III.  WHAT WAS ABOLISHED ON THE CROSS?

What do the Scriptures mean when they speak of the old 
law being nailed to the cross? The entire old law including the 
Ten Commandments, or only the ceremonial laws and those 
commands peculiar to the Mosaic Law?

A.  Temporary Laws and Ceremonies., 



Not Basic Principles, i.e., "controlling principles."
The Bible is obviously not speaking of the moral 

principles contained in the Decalogue being abolished since to 
kill, steal, or lie is as sinful today as in the time of Moses. Basic 
moral principles of God's Kingdom have always been in effect.
It was wrong to murder under the Patriarchal Age, as well as 
the Mosaic and Christian Ages. Basic principles do not change, 
but temporary laws and ceremonies belonging only to one coven-
ant may.

Some examples of these temporary laws were: the dietary
laws of Leviticus, the animal sacrifices, the tabernacle and 
temple, the annual feasts, etc. These were nailed to the Cross.

The Sabbath day should be included in this list even 
though it is one of the Ten Commandments.  There are three 
reasons for believing this: 

(1) There is no evidence in the Old Testament that the 
Sabbath was observed by God's people until Israel crossed the 
Red Sea and entered the wilderness of Sin (Exodus 16:23). 
The Sabbath was pronounced holy at the creation (Genesis 2:3), 
but this is the first mention of it being kept. 

(2) Sabbath observance was required of Israel to 
commemorate their deliverance from Egypt (Deuteronomy 
5:15). This has no direct significance to the Christian today. 
The Lord's Day, however, is rich in meaning to the Christian 
since it commemorates the Lord's Resurrection. 

(3) In all the places where the Ten Commandments are 
repeated in the New Testament, there is no mention of the 
Fourth Commandment concerning the Sabbath (Matthew19:19; 
Luke 18:20; Romans 13:9).

B.  Nine of the Ten Commandments Included in the 
Christian Covenant. 

In further proof that the basic principles of God's Law are 
still in force, the following chart will show that nine of the ten 
commandments were included in the New Covenant. This makes 
them binding on Christians today. 

The one exception is the Fourth Commandment which 
neither Jesus nor the Apostles, nor the early church, ever required
for us today.



The Ten Commandments

1. Exodus 20:3 (NASB) 
3  "You shall have no other 
gods before Me. 

2. Exodus 20:4-6 (NASB) 
4  "You shall not make for 
yourself an idol, or any 
likeness of what is in heaven 
above or on the earth beneath 
or in the water under the 

earth. 5  "You shall not 
worship them or serve them; 
for I, the LORD your God, am
a jealous God, visiting the 
iniquity of the fathers on the 
children, on the third and the 
fourth generations of those 

who hate Me, 6  but showing 
lovingkindness to thousands, 
to those who love Me and 
keep My commandments. 

3. Exodus 20:7 (NASB) 
7  "You shall not take the 
name of the LORD your God 
in vain, for the LORD will not 
leave him unpunished who 
takes His name in vain. 

Reaffirmed In The New 
Testament
1. 1 Corinthians 8:6 
(NASB)  
6  yet for us there is but one 
God, the Father, from whom 
are all things and we exist for 
Him; and one Lord, Jesus 
Christ, by whom are all 
things, and we exist through 
Him. 

2.  1 John 5:21 (NASB) 
21  Little children, guard 
yourselves from idols. 
Romans 1:21-23 (NASB) 
21  For even though they 
knew God, they did not honor
Him as God or give thanks, 
but they became futile in their
speculations, and their foolish

heart was darkened. 22

 Professing to be wise, they 

became fools, 23  and 
exchanged the glory of the 
incorruptible God for an 
image in the form of 
corruptible man and of birds 
and four-footed animals and 
crawling creatures. 

3.  Matthew 6:9 (NASB) 
9  "Pray, then, in this way: 
'Our Father who is in heaven, 
Hallowed be Your name. 
1 Timothy 6:1 (NASB) 
1  All who are under the yoke 
as slaves are to regard their 



4.  Exodus 20:8-11 (NASB) 
8  "Remember the sabbath 

day, to keep it holy. 9  "Six 
days you shall labor and do all 

your work, 10  but the seventh 
day is a sabbath of the LORD 
your God; in it you shall not 
do any work, you or your son 
or your daughter, your male or
your female servant or your 
cattle or your sojourner who 

stays with you. 11  "For in six 
days the LORD made the 
heavens and the earth, the sea 
and all that is in them, and 
rested on the seventh day; 
therefore the LORD blessed 
the sabbath day and made it 
holy. 

5.  Exodus 20:12 (NASB) 
12  "Honor your father and 
your mother, that your days 
may be prolonged in the land 
which the LORD your God 
gives you. 

6.  Exodus 20:13 (NASB) 
13  "You shall not murder. 

own masters as worthy of all 
honor so that the name of God
and our doctrine will not be 
spoken against. 

4.  

5.  Ephesians 6:2-3 (NASB) 
2  HONOR YOUR FATHER 
AND MOTHER (which is the
first commandment with a 

promise), 3  SO THAT IT 
MAY BE WELL WITH 
YOU, AND THAT YOU 
MAY LIVE LONG ON THE 
EARTH. 

6.  1 John 3:15 (NASB) 
15  Everyone who hates his 
brother is a murderer; and you



7.  Exodus 20:14 (NASB) 
14  "You shall not commit 
adultery. 

8.  Exodus 20:15 (NASB) 
15  "You shall not steal. 

9.  Exodus 20:16 (NASB) 
16  "You shall not bear false 
witness against your neighbor. 

10.  Exodus 20:17 (NASB) 
17  "You shall not covet your 
neighbor's house; you shall not
covet your neighbor's wife or 
his male servant or his female 
servant or his ox or his donkey

know that no murderer has 
eternal life abiding in him. 

7.  Romans 13:9 (NASB) 
9  For this, "YOU SHALL 
NOT COMMIT 
ADULTERY, 
Galatians 5:19 (NASB) 
19  Now the deeds of the flesh
are evident, which are: 
immorality, impurity, 
sensuality, 

8.  Ephesians 4:28 (NASB) 
28  He who steals must steal 
no longer; but rather he must 
labor, performing with his 
own hands what is good, so 
that he will have something to
share with one who has need. 

9.  Romans 13:9-10 (NASB) 
9  "YOU SHALL LOVE 
YOUR NEIGHBOR AS 

YOURSELF." 10  Love does 
no wrong to a neighbor; 
therefore love is the 
fulfillment of the law. 

10.  Romans 13:8-9 (NASB) 
8  Owe nothing to anyone 
except to love one another; 
for he who loves his neighbor 
has fulfilled the law. 
9  YOU SHALL NOT 
COVET



or anything that belongs to 
your neighbor." 

HEBREWS 13:5 (NASB) 
5  MAKE SURE THAT YOUR 
CHARACTER IS FREE FROM THE 
LOVE OF MONEY, BEING 
CONTENT WITH WHAT YOU 
HAVE; FOR HE HIMSELF HAS 
SAID, "I WILL NEVER 
DESERT YOU, NOR WILL I
EVER FORSAKE YOU," 

In contrast to the above, we find that the ceremonial laws 
were not included in the new Covenant, and, therefore, are not 
binding on Christians today. They belonged distinctly to the Law 
of Moses, and were not continued in the Christian Dispensation. 
Today we live under Christ and His grace and not under the 
Laws of Moses (John 1:17; Ephesians 2:8; Romans 6:14).

IV.  THE NEW COVENANT ESTABLISHED

The New Covenant was predicted not only by Jeremiah 
(Jeremiah 31:31) but also by Isaiah: 
Isaiah 2:2-3 (NASB) 
2  Now it will come about that In the last days The mountain of 
the house of the LORD Will be established as the chief of the 
mountains, And will be raised above the hills; And all the 

nations will stream to it. 3  And many peoples will come and 
say, "Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, To the 
house of the God of Jacob; That He may teach us concerning 
His ways And that we may walk in His paths." For the law will 
go forth from Zion And the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
 

This New Covenant unlike the old, would include "all 
nations" (Isaiah 2:2), not just Israel. It would be written on the 
hearts of men and not on tables of stone (Jeremiah 31:31; Exodus
24:12). It would come to pass in the latter days or "last days" 
(Isaiah 2:2; Acts 2:17). This refers to the Christian Age. The New 
Covenant would begin in Jerusalem and the Word of God would 
go forth from there (Isaiah 2:3; Luke 24:46-47).

Isaiah 2:2-3 was fulfilled on Pentecost, 30 A.D., in Jerusa-



lem. Seven weeks before this Jesus had nailed the Law to His 
Cross after having fulfilled it. Now, on the day of Pentecost, 
Jesus sends the Holy Spirit from heaven and baptizes the apos-
tles. Peter preached the first full gospel message which is re-
corded in Acts 2. Three thousand Jews believed his message and
in repentance obeyed the gospel in baptism. This was the begin-
ning of the Church of Christ, and the New Covenant was offi-
cially inaugurated. This Covenant will continue until superseded 
by the "eternal Kingdom of Our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ" 
2 Peter 1:10-11 (NASB) 
10  Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make 
certain about His calling and choosing you; for as long as 

you practice these things, you will never stumble; 11  for in 
this way the entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ will be abundantly supplied to you. 

V.  THE NEW COVENANT IS SUPERIOR TO THE OLD
COVENANT

In order to understand why God replaced the Old Covenant 
with the New, let us look at some of the differences and the 
superiority of the New Covenant to the Old.

A.  A superior mediator. 
Old Law -Moses was the principal mediator of the old law

(Deuteronomy 5:4-5; Exodus 31:18; John 1:17).
New Covenant—Christ is the mediator of the New 

Covenant (John 1:17; 1 Timothy 2:5). The Old Covenant had a 
human mediator; the New has a divine mediator.

B.  A superior priesthood. 
Old Covenant—Under the Old Covenant the high priest 

was Aaron—a human high priest (Exodus 28:1). Succeeding 
high priests were descendants of Aaron also human priests.

Since they were human priests they had sins like all men 
(Exodus 32:1-6; 32:21-24; Leviticus 10:1-2). Aaron was 
reminded of this frailty on the Day of Atonement when he was 
required to take the blood of the bullock and sprinkle it upon the 
mercy seat first. This was to make atonement for himself and for 



his house (Leviticus 16:11-14). Afterward, he sprinkled the 
blood of the goat on the mercy seat for the sins of Israel 
(Leviticus 16:15; 9:7).

New Covenant—Jesus is now our divine high priest 
(Hebrews 4:14-16). Christ being our perfect High Priest:
Hebrews 7:26-27 (GW) 
26  We need a chief priest who is holy, innocent, pure, set 
apart from sinners, and who has the highest position in 

heaven. 27  We need a priest who doesn't have to bring daily 
sacrifices as those chief priests did. First they brought 
sacrifices for their own sins, and then they brought sacrifices 
for the sins of the people. Jesus brought the sacrifice for the 
sins of the people once and for all when he sacrificed himself. 

Another superiority is that Aaron continued to offer the 
sacrifice for atonement each year. Christ, however, offered a 
sacrifice for sin—Himself—only once to obtain complete atone-
ment for sin (Hebrews 9:26).

C.  A superior sacrifice. 
Old Covenant—Under the old law the sacrifice was that of 

the blood of bulls and goats. This atonement was made annually 
(Exodus 30: 10; Hebrews 9:25). We understand now that these 
sacrifices did not completely take away sin but simply rolled 
them forward until Christ should die. Hebrews says, "But in 
those sacrifices there is a remembrance made of sins year by 
year. For it is impossible that the blood of bulls and goats should
take away sins" (Hebrews 10:3-4). These sacrifices for sin were 
incomplete without the sacrifice of Christ on the Cross.

New Covenant—The blood of Christ, God's Son, was the 
full, complete, and eternal sacrifice for sins. "But Christ having 
come a high priest of the good things to come, through the 
greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that 
is to say, not of this creation. Nor yet through he blood of goats 
and calves, but through his own blood, entered in once for all 
into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption" 
(Hebrews 9:11-12). It was a superior sacrifice with superior 
efficacy.

D.  A superior Covenant in that it includes the whole
world. 



The Sinai Covenant was made between God and Israel
alone -- 
Exodus 34:27 (NASB) 
27  Then the LORD said to Moses, "Write down these words, 
for in accordance with these words I have made a covenant 
with you and with Israel." 

God's covenant in the Christian Age is with the whole 
world (Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 16:15; Acts 1:8; Acts 2:30). 
There are no racial barriers; there are no geographical barriers 
(Acts 10:34-35); Romans 1:14; Galatians 3:28-29). 

Only those who comply with the terms of admission to the 
Kingdom are in a covenant relationship with Christ. The terms 
of admission into the New Covenant are faith, or trust in Christ, 
repentance for sin, and baptism into Christ (Mark 16:15-16; 
Acts 2:28).  Those who have completed the terms of 
admission have simultaneously complied with God's terms of 
pardon for sin.

E.  In all ways the New is a better covenant. 
However one looks at the Gospel or the New Covenant it 

is superior to the Old. The message of the book of Hebrews is 
the superiority of Christ and Christianity, over the Old Law and 
Judaism. 

The key word of the epistle is "better." It occurs 13 times.
The New Covenant has:
a.  better revelation (Hebrews 1:1-4).
b.  better hope (Hebrews 7:19).
c.  better priesthood (Hebrews 7:20-28).
d.  better promises (Hebrews 8:6).
e.  better covenant (Hebrews 8:6; 7:22).
f.  better sacrifice (Hebrews 9:23).
g.  better possession (Hebrews 10:34).
h.  better country (heaven) (Hebrews 11:16). 
i.  better resurrection (Hebrews 11:35).

To say as the New Testament does that the Law was imper-
fect or faulty (Hebrews 8:8) in no way reflects on the value and
importance of the Law of Moses.  It was perfect for the 
purpose for which it was given. 



Paul says in 
Romans 7:12 (NASB) 
12  So then, the Law is holy, and the commandment is holy and 
righteous and good. 
 
Jesus echoed this sentiment when he said: 
Matthew 5:18 (GW) 
18  I can guarantee this truth: Until the earth and the 
heavens disappear, neither a period nor a comma will 
disappear from Moses' Teachings before everything 
has come true. 

The Law was never designed to save man (Galatians 3:11).  It
was given for the purposes discussed above. When the Law 
had fulfilled its divine purpose, it was replaced by the Gospel.  
Paul says in
Romans 1:16-17 (NASB) 
16  For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the 
power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to

the Jew first and also to the Greek. 17  For in it the 
righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as 
it is written, "BUT THE RIGHTEOUS man SHALL LIVE
BY FAITH." 

VI.  The Documents of the Covenants

There is one fact about the Divine-human relationship 
which never varies: the fact that God has chosen to relate to we 
humans on the basis of  covenants, because He is a covenant-
making God.  His covenants with humans are contained in the 
Bible.  

Our Bible is literally a small library, consisting of  66 books 
in our English version, and these are divided into two parts.  The 
first part is, by metonymy, called the Old Testament or Old 
Covenant, and contains 39 books.   The second part is, by 
metonymy, called the New Testament, and it contains 27 
books. 

The Old Testament is the New Testament concealed.  The 
New Testament is the Old Testament revealed.   This famous 



statement by Augustine expresses the remarkable way in 
which the two testaments of the Bible are so closely 
interrelated with each other. The key to understanding the 
New Testament in its fullest is to see in it the fulfillment of 
those things that were revealed in the background of the Old 
Testament. The Old Testament points forward in time, 
preparing God’s people for the work of Christ in the 
New Testament. 

Romans 15:4-5 (GW) 
4  Everything written long ago was written to teach us so that 
we would have confidence through the endurance and 

encouragement which the Scriptures give us. 5  May God, who 
gives you this endurance and encouragement, allow you to live 
in harmony with each other by following the example of Christ 
Jesus. 

God gives us a new and living way to salvation in the new 
covenant, not new in essence, but new in fulfillment. His law 
would be written on our hearts, and we would live new lives.
Colossians 2:9-14 (GW) 
9  All of God lives in Christ's body, 10  and God has made you 
complete in Christ. Christ is in charge of every ruler and 

authority. 11  In him you were also circumcised. It was not a 
circumcision performed by human hands. But it was a removal 
of the corrupt nature in the circumcision performed by Christ. 
12  This happened when you were placed in the tomb with 
Christ through baptism. In baptism you were also brought back 
to life with Christ through faith in the power of God, who 

brought him back to life. 13  You were once dead because of 
your failures and your uncircumcised corrupt nature. But God 

made you alive with Christ when he forgave all our failures. 14

 He did this by erasing the charges that were brought against us 
by the written laws God had established. He took the charges 
away by nailing them to the cross. 

Hebrews 10:19-25 (NLT2) 
19  And so, dear brothers and sisters, we can boldly enter 



heaven’s Most Holy Place because of the blood of Jesus. 20  By 
his death, Jesus opened a new and life-giving way through the 

curtain into the Most Holy Place. 21  And since we have a great 

High Priest who rules over God’s house, 22  let us go right into 
the presence of God with sincere hearts fully trusting him. For 
our guilty consciences have been sprinkled with Christ’s blood 
to make us clean, and our bodies have been washed with pure 

water. 23  Let us hold tightly without wavering to the hope we 

affirm, for God can be trusted to keep his promise. 24  Let us 
think of ways to motivate one another to acts of love and good 

works. 25  And let us not neglect our meeting together, as some 
people do, but encourage one another, especially now that the 
day of his return is drawing near. 



QUESTIONS
Fill in the Blanks:

1. List the three dispensations or ages found in the Bible.
a.   ______________________________________________
b.   ______________________________________________
c.   ______________________________________________

2. Covenant means: ________________________________

3. List three purposes for the old covenant.
a.   ______________________________________________
b.   ______________________________________________
c.   ______________________________________________

4. What part of the Law was nailed to the cross when Christ 
died?

5.    In what ways is the New Covenant superior to the Old?
a.   ______________________________________________
b.   ______________________________________________
c.   ______________________________________________

6.  Is the Bible "the covenant," or does the Bible contain "the covenant." 
Explain.


