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Introduction
We sing:

I love Thy Kingdom; Lord,
The house of Thine abode;

The Church our blest Redeemer saved
With His own precious blood.

A. Some People Do Not Love The Church.
 

Some Christians sing it truthfully. Others do not. Many 
members love Christ and His church and show it by obeying His 
commands and serving His church.
John 14:15 (NASB) 
15 

 "If you love Me, you will keep My commandments. 

Others rarely attend, rarely give, and seldom do any real work 
to advance the cause of Christ. Their love is mostly in words, not 
deeds! They expect Christ to save them, but feel little need for the 
church now.

We should be saddened but not surprised at this because Jesus 
and the Apostles warned of times of a loss of love. Jesus said -
Matthew 24:12-13 (NAB) 
12  because of the increase of evildoing, the love of many will 
grow cold. 13  But the one who perseveres to the end will be 
saved. 

Paul said, 
2 Timothy 3:1-5 (GW) 
1  You must understand this: In the last days there will be violent 
periods of time. 2  People will be selfish and love money. They 
will brag, be arrogant, and use abusive language. They will curse 
their parents, show no gratitude, have no respect for what is holy, 3
 and lack normal affection for their families. They will refuse to 
make peace with anyone. They will be slanderous, lack self-
control, be brutal, and have no love for what is good. 4  They will 
be traitors. They will be reckless and conceited. They will love 
pleasure rather than God. 5  They will appear to have a godly life, 



but they will not let its power change them. Stay away from such 
people. 

Jesus rebuked the church at Ephesus because they had left 
their first love (Revelation 2:4). These warnings apply to many in 
the church today.

B. What Do We Mean By The "Church?"

Before discussing why we should love the church, let us 
identify what we mean by the "church,"  Christ's church as 
described in the New Testament (Matthew 16:18):

→The one that He bought "with His own blood" at Calvary (Acts 
20:28; 1 Corinthians 6:19-20).

→The one He said He would build, and did on Pentecost, A.D. 30 
(Matthew 16:18; Acts 2:1-47; 11:15).

→The church built on the foundation of Jesus Christ, the Son of 
the living God (1 Corinthians 3:11; Matthew 16:16; Ephesians 
2:19-22).

→The church that requires faith, repentance, confession, and 
baptism as terms of admission (Mark 16:16; Acts 2:37-38,41; 
Romans 10:9-10; 6:3-5).

→The church whose faith and doctrine is based only in Christ and 
His teaching as found in the New Testament (John 16:12-14; 1 
Corinthians 2:2; 2 Timothy 3:16-17)

→The church whose authority is Christ, the head of the church 
(Matthew 28:18; Colossians 1:18).

→The church that meets on each Lord's Day for public worship, 
which consists of prayer and praise, gospel preaching, the Lord's 
Supper and offering of substance (Acts 20:7; 2:42; 1 Corinthians 



16:2).

→The church whose privilege it is to carry the gospel to every 
person on earth (Matthew 28:19-20; Luke 24:46-47; Acts 1:8).

I. We Are Commanded to Love the Church

A.  Jesus and the Apostles Taught Love for Her. 

Jesus said,
John 13:34 (GW) 
34  “I'm giving you a new commandment: Love each other in the 
same way that I have loved you. 

God had commanded this love before: 
Leviticus 19:18 (GW) 
18  Never get revenge. Never hold a grudge against any of your 
people. Instead, love your neighbor as you love yourself. I am the 
LORD. 

How was it, then, a new commandment?  It was new because 
of the depth of love that Jesus commanded. It was to be a love like 
His for we, His disciples.

Peter wrote, 
1 Peter 1:22 (GW) 
22  Love each other with a warm love that comes from the heart. 
After all, you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth. As a 
result you have a sincere love for each other. 
1 Peter 2:17 (GW) 
17  Honor everyone. Love your brothers and sisters in the faith. 
Fear God. Honor the emperor. 
1 Peter 4:8-9 (GW) 
8  Above all, love each other warmly, because love covers many 
sins. 9  Welcome each other as guests without complaining.  

Paul wrote, 



Romans 12:9-11 (GW) 
9  Love sincerely. Hate evil. Hold on to what is good. 10  Be 
devoted to each other like a loving family. Excel in showing 
respect for each other. 11  Don't be lazy in showing your devotion. 
Use your energy to serve the Lord.  

It was Paul who wrote the beautiful hymn of praise for "love" 
in I Corinthians 13. To love our brethren in the church is to 
practice the "Queen of the Graces."

As Christians we should love one another for love is the very 
essence of God. When we love, we reflect the One who "is love" (1
John 4:8).

B.  The Significance of Love.

1. Love is One of the Identifying Marks of the Christian. 

Jesus said, 
John 13:35 (GW) 
35  Everyone will know that you are my disciples because of your 
love for each other.” 

The apostle John adds, 
1 John 4:16 (NASB) 
16  We have come to know and have believed the love which God 
has for us. God is love, and the one who abides in love abides in 
God, and God abides in him. 

Obedience with love reveals us as one who knows the Lord. 
John writes, 
1 John 2:3-5 (NASB) 
3  By this we know that we have come to know Him, if we keep 
His commandments. 4  The one who says, "I have come to know 
Him," and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the 
truth is not in him; 5  but whoever keeps His word, in him the love 
of God has truly been perfected. By this we know that we are in 
Him: 



Our love for God and man is made complete as we obey God's 
commands. Jesus connected love and obedience when He said, 
John 14:15 (NASB) 
15  "If you love Me, you will keep My commandments. 

Love for our Christian brethren is evidence of the New Birth. 
1 John 3:14 (NASB) 
14  We know that we have passed out of death into life, because 
we love the brethren. He who does not love abides in death. 
 
1 John 4:20 (NASB) 
20  If someone says, "I love God," and hates his brother, he is a 
liar; for the one who does not love his brother whom he has seen, 
cannot love God whom he has not seen. 

Strong Doctrine! (but...compare 1 John 3:10; 4:11,21; Colossians 
1:4; 1 Thessalonians. 3:12).

2. The Gospel Came to Us Through the Church

The Lord chose His church as the channel or agency through 
whom the Holy Spirit worked to bring us the gospel of salvation. 
Jesus gave the command to the apostles and through them to the 
church (Matthew 28:19-20). The apostles began preaching the 
gospel on Pentecost (Acts 2). In Acts 8:4, when the church was 
scattered by persecution, Luke says, 
Acts 8:4 (TLB) 
4  the believers who had fled Jerusalem went everywhere 
preaching the Good News about Jesus! 

Paul instructed Timothy thusly: 
2 Timothy 2:2 (NASB) 
2  The things which you have heard from me in the presence of 
many witnesses, entrust these to faithful men who will be able to 
teach others also. 

Jesus entrusted the gospel to the church to preserve, defend 
and transmit it to future generations. Paul wrote that "the church of
the Living God" is the "pillar and ground of the truth" (1 Timothy 



3:15).
The church preserved the truth — the gospel — as it copied, 

translated, and protected the Old and New Testaments from the 
first century on. As the church preached the Word, it transmitted it 
to future generation who needed this saving gospel. Thus, the 
church became the "pillar and ground of the truth" as it preserved 
and proclaimed the "truth" from Christ from the Day of Pentecost 
to the very present day.

Believers continued this teaching through the centuries until 
someone then taught me. I thank God for the church through whom
the saving gospel came to me!

The sole purpose of the church is to "save" souls through 
preaching the gospel (1 Corinthians 1:21). The church is God's 
lighthouse — sending forth the light of salvation to a lost or 
shipwrecked world. It is God's hospital — where sick and dying 
people come for healing by the great Physician of their souls.

III. The Church Is God's Family on Earth

It is a privilege to be in God's family on earth.  It is our spiritual 
family now and in eternity. The New Testament identifies:

A. The Church as God's Family. 

Paul informs Timothy how one should "conduct himself in the
household of God, which is the church of the living God" (1 
Timothy 3:15). The church is also called "the household of the 
faith' God's household/' "a people for God's own possession" 
(Galatians 6:10; Ephesians 2:19; 1 Peter 2:9; cf. Hebrews 3:6; 1 
Peter 4:17).

God is our heavenly Father, Jesus is in some sense, a brother 
(cf. Romans 8:17). All Christians are brothers/sisters in Christ 
(Matthew 23:8; Galatians 1:2; 1 Thessalonians. 4:10; Ephesians 
6:23; 2 Peter 3:15).

Blood is what makes one a brother or sister; the blood of the 
same father flowing in your veins. As God's children, we have all 
been cleansed by the blood of Christ, and have the same heavenly 



Father.

B. The Church has Faults 

The church has flaws because she is composed of flawed 
people, but she is to be loved anyway! There are no blemishes in 
Christ the Head. Many fail to distinguish between the perfect 
Christ and the imperfect body As the family of God, we are 
children trying to grow and mature into the image of Christ. We 
are like a hospital where patients go to become healthy and whole. 
We do not expect children to be faultless nor patients to be in 
perfect health. We know we're not perfect. But we often expect 
others to be. Only by God's grace and forgiveness can we mature 
in Christ and live without sin.

Normally we love our family in spite of their faults. We accept
them, stand by them, and regard them with more affection than 
those outside our home. We should treat our spiritual family the 
same way.

Romans 3:23 (CEV) 
23  All of us have sinned and fallen short of God's glory. 

We admit that all of us can sin and bring shame on the Lord's 
body. Sadly, this has been happening since the beginning (see the 
Corinthian letters). This has surely brought great pain to our Lord! 
But we want Him to love and forgive us as well as our brethren in 
the church. So we must love and forgive them, too.

We need to remember that it is the Lord's church and when we
publicly malign the church we malign Christ. When we leave the 
church, we leave Christ, and our spiritual brothers and sisters! 
When someone sins in our family, we don't broadcast it throughout
the community and leave home until it is cleared up. We stay and 
help the sinning ones to repent. We keep it within the family 
because we love them! God wants us to do the same with His 
family, the church.

The world about us love to hear of the latest scandal involving
a church leader. They rejoice and say, "See, they're all a bunch of 
hypocrites!" But of course that is not true. The Lord has millions of



faithful Christians, trying hard to live a holy life. But the minority 
who commit flagrant sins, do disgrace the whole church.

Some say: "1 love Christ. But I do not love the church." 
However. to separate Christ from the church would be like 
severing the head from the body, (Colossians 1:18; Ephesians 
1:22). Christ is the head of the church. We're to love the head and 
the body! (1 Peter 1:8,22).

Satan and non-Christians are working hard to destroy the 
church (1 Peter 5:8; 1 Corinthians 3:17; Galatians 1:13). We must 
not help them by spreading the sins of the church before a critical 
world. Rather, we should protect its good name, and help it remain 
holy. Remember that Jesus died to save the church, and sits at the 
right hand of God now, interceding for her (Romans 8:34). If we 
love Christ, we must love his family and help them survive the 
world's assaults.

True, there are times when because of various conflicts we 
may need to separate ourselves from one group of Christians, like 
Paul and Barnabas did in Acts 15:35-41. But like them we should 
go on working and not forsake the Lord and His church.  
Remember:

1 Corinthians 15:33 (TEV) 
33  Do not be fooled. "Bad companions ruin good character." 

When we say to love and help each other, we do not mean to 
condone and ignore their sins. That would only leave them in their 
sins. Jesus and the apostles taught that one should express his love 
by going to them and helping them repent and forsake sin (read 
Galatians 6:1-2; 2 Thessalonians 3:13-15; Matthew 8:15-18).

C. We Want to Love and See the Church as Christ Does. 

A story I read may illustrate how Jesus views the church. A 
young mother was taken to the hospital seriously ill. She was not a 
member of a local congregation, and the hospital chaplain was 
called and went to see her.

When he entered the room her husband and children were 
grouped around the bed. They were poorly clad, and unkempt, 
giving evidence of little money The mother introduced them 



proudly to the preacher as her family. 
But as she viewed them standing by this well-dressed man, she

realized they must look rather shabby to him. Lovingly, she said, 
"Oh, I know they don't look like much to you, but they mean the. 
world to me!"

This must be the way Jesus looks at His church. Even though 
we stumble and falter and fail to live up "to the glory of God' yet, 
we "mean the world" to Him. For He died for us that He might 
cleanse us from all sin and might 

Ephesians 5:27 (NIV2011) 
27  present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or 
wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. 

IV The Church Provides Support and 
Encouragement

God made we humans in His image, but we in the church are 
not independent but interdependent. We need help from both God 
and man. Some out of pride may not accept help. Others, lacking 
concern, may not give help. For various reasons some churches 
may lack compassion, that will cause some to lament like David --

"Psalm 142:4 (CEV) 
4  look, you won't see anyone who cares enough to walk beside 
me. There is no place to hide, and no one who really cares. 

But in times of real need, most people respond freely. In my 
experience most Christians do care about others and will help 
when the need is presented. Especially, if it is a physical need. 
When people are hungry, in need of clothing, are sick and hurting 
or dying, the church is usually the first to respond to those needs. If
it is a matter of sin and moral suffering, the church is also there to 
meet the need. And it should be. That is the way our Lord min-
istered.

A. New Testament Teaching on Supporting and Encouraging. 



Examples: 
→We are to care for widows and orphans (Acts 6:1-6; James 1:27)
→support elders who lead and proclaim the Word (1 Timothy 
5:17-20)
→pray for one another (1 Thessalonians. 1:2; James 5:16; 
Philippians 1:3-4) 
→weep and rejoice with one another (Romans 12:15) 
→assist financially the believer in need (1 John 3:17) 
→do good to all those of the household of the faith (Galatians 
6:10).

Also, we should help the sinning brother overcome his sin 
(Galatians 6:1-2), and forgive each other their sins (Ephesians 
4:32). 

Paul writes,
1 Thessalonians 5:11-18 (GW) 
11  Therefore, encourage each other and strengthen one another as 
you are doing. 12  Brothers and sisters, we ask you to show your 
appreciation for those leaders who work among you and instruct 
you. 13  We ask you to love them and think very highly of them 
because of the work they are doing. Live in peace with each other. 
14  We encourage you, brothers and sisters, to instruct those who 
are not living right, cheer up those who are discouraged, help the 
weak, and be patient with everyone. 15  Make sure that no one 
ever pays back one wrong with another wrong. Instead, always try 
to do what is good for each other and everyone else. 16  Always be
joyful. 17  Never stop praying. 18  Whatever happens, give thanks,
because it is God's will in Christ Jesus that you do this. 

Paul expresses the attitude of most New Testament Christians 
when he said of himself:

2 Corinthians 12:15 (TLB) 
15  I am glad to give you myself and all I have for your spiritual 
good, 

 
This is New Testament Christian fellowship.



B. Why this Christian Fellowship is so Important 

This mutual support is needed because --
 "A world that despairs, needs a church that cares." 

Alone the storms of life that blow so hard can topple us. But 
with the support of Christ and our brothers and sisters we can 
stand. 

The giant redwood trees in California have shallow roots. 
How can they be so strong with shallow roots? The answer is that 
these great trees are connected to each other by their roots. As the 
roots intertwine with each other, they form a network of solidarity 
that enables them to withstand the storms. 

Christians rooted in God and to each other can also stand 
amidst the storms of life.

I recently read of a family crisis that demonstrates the 
wondrous support that can be given when needed.



Cancer was discovered in one of the daughters which required 
extensive surgery. The night before the operation, Their brother, a 
medical doctor, left his practice and flew to be with her during this 
traumatic time. He remained four days until she was safely home. 
The next day, a sister drove several hours to be with her sister for 
five days. Three days later the mother of the girl flew in to care for 
her and her husband for two weeks. The father, another daughter 
and the rest of the family did likewise, and also offered support 
and encouragement through phone calls, letters and earnest prayer.

This is the way a family should react in times of need. God's 
family — the church should and often does act the same way!

Think of the number of people whom Orcutt Christian Church 
has touched with prayer, love, and emotional support.  

There are millions of people around the world who have been 
encouraged and blessed by the support of other Christians. 

V. The Church Belongs to Christ 

Another reason to love the church is because she belongs to 
Christ and He loves her. We love the church because of her close 
relationship to Christ.

In Ephesians, considered by some to be the pinnacle of Paul's 
writings, Jesus' closeness to the church is stated in these terms:

→The church is His Body — He is the Head (Ephesians 1:22-23)

→The church is His Family — God is the Father (Ephesians 2:19; 
3:14-15).

→The church is His Building — He is the Chief Cornerstone 
(Ephesians 2:19-20)

→The church is a Holy Temple in which God and Christ dwell 
(Ephesians 2:21-22).

→The church is His Wife or Bride — He is the husband 
(Ephesians 5:22-23; Revelation 19:7-9)



A. Evidence of Christ's love for the church — His Bride. 
Revelation 19:7 (GW) 
7  Let us rejoice, be happy, and give him glory because it's time for
the marriage of the lamb. His bride has made herself ready. 

Jesus proved His love for the church when He died for her.
Ephesians 5:25 (NKJV) 
25  Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, 

He died so that He might cleanse her of all sin and "present 
her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkles or any 
other blemish, but holy and blameless" (Ephesians 5:2). 

This was accomplished by the "blood of His cross" shed on 
Calvary (Ephesians 1:7; Colossians 1:20). This was Amazing 
Love!

He nourishes and cherishes the church (Ephesians 5:29). He 
not only provides physical food to nourish our bodies, but He 
provides spiritual food for our souls, Jesus cherishes the church. 
He considers us to be very valuable and precious and holds us near
to His heart. We should begin each day with the song in our hearts,

 "O, how I love Jesus, 
because He first loved me!"

3. He Suffers When His Body Suffers
 

When Jesus appeared to Saul on the road to Damascus, He 
asked the angry persecutor, "Saul, Saul, why do you persecute 
me?" (Acts 9:7). Saul was hurting the Christians, but Jesus was 
also feeling the pain. When our spouse or children suffer, we suffer
also, because we love them. Jesus suffers with us because He loves
us, His church.

B.  We Love the Church Because Christ Loves The Church

When we love someone, we tend to love the things they love 
or own. We often cherish things like clothing, toys, or an animal, 



because someone we love gave it to us. It's the connection with the
loved one that makes it precious.

A young minister was visiting members of the congregation he
served.  He visited in the home of a elderly man, who showed him 
some items that he cherished.  He picked up an old hymnal, and 
turned to a certain page that was torn. It was an ordinary page, and 
I wondered why he treasured it. 

He explained -  Many years before, his wife was holding their 
small son on her lap as she played the organ. The little boy reached
up and grabbed the page and tore it. A short time later, the little 
boy became sick and died.

That torn page provided a tangible reminder of a loved one 
now absent from the home. He loved the boy, so he cherished the 
torn page.

Jesus, who died for us, is not here now in person. But His 
church is. We can show our love for Christ by loving, serving, and 
supporting His body, the church.

VI The Church — Our "Ark of Salvation"

A.  The Coming Destruction of The Universe

Peter warns of the impending destruction: 
2 Peter 3:10 (GW) 
10  The day of the Lord will come like a thief. On that day heaven 
will pass away with a roaring sound. Everything that makes up the 
universe will burn and be destroyed. The earth and everything that 
people have done on it will be exposed.

However, Peter tells us that 
2 Peter 3:9 (GW) 
9  The Lord isn't slow to do what he promised, as some people 
think. Rather, he is patient for your sake. He doesn't want to 
destroy anyone but wants all people to have an opportunity to turn 
to him and change the way they think and act. 

His seeming slowness in sending Jesus is to give us more 
opportunities to repent, that is, to change the way we think and act.



 
Paul states that the Lord will return with His mighty angels

2 Thessalonians 1:7-9 (GW) 
7  when the Lord Jesus is revealed, {coming} from heaven with his
mighty angels in a blazing fire. 8  He will take revenge on those 
who refuse to acknowledge God and on those who refuse to 
respond to the Good News about our Lord Jesus. 9  They will pay 
the penalty by being destroyed forever, by being separated from 
the Lord's presence and from his glorious power. 

B.  Christ Will take His People Home Before the End 

The good news is that those in Christ, His church, will not go 
through those terrible times. Before the time of destruction and 
judgment, Jesus will come and take His people away.

Paul writes, 
1 Thessalonians 4:15-18 (GW) 
15  We are telling you what the Lord taught. We who are still alive
when the Lord comes will not go {into his kingdom} ahead of 
those who have already died. 16  The Lord will come from heaven 
with a command, with the voice of the archangel, and with the 
trumpet {call} of God. First, the dead who believed in Christ will 
come back to life. 17  Then, together with them, we who are still 
alive will be taken in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. In this 
way we will always be with the Lord. 18  So then, comfort each 
other with these words! 

Jesus promised the apostles to return and take them to that 
home He had prepared for them and for us 

John 14:1-3 (GW) 
1  “Don't be troubled. Believe in God, and believe in me. 2  My 
Father's house has many rooms. If that were not true, would I have 

told you that I'm going to prepare a place for you? 3  If I go to 
prepare a place for you, I will come again. Then I will bring you 
into my presence so that you will be where I am. 



Before God destroyed the earth with a flood, he instructed 
Noah to build an ark to save the righteous, Noah and his family:
Hebrews 11:7 (NASB) 
7  By faith Noah, being warned by God about things not yet seen, 
in reverence prepared an ark for the salvation of his household, by 
which he condemned the world, and became an heir of the 
righteousness which is according to faith. 

 The church which Jesus built is our "ark of Salvation" from 
the next destruction.  Do not let yourselves be led astray by the 
multitude of variegated vessels, decorated and adorned on the 
outside. Ask about the who constructed the vessel.  Inquire who is 
the captain.  Find our what drives the boat.

Our Ark of Salvation is captained by Our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the helmsman is none other than the Holy Spirit.  The Ark is 
driven by the Word of God. 

He has given us the inspired Words that inform us how to 
prepare ourselves to enter the ark. (2 Timothy 3:16)

When we obey the gospel, that puts us "in Christ/' according to
Galatians 3:26-27 and Romans 6:3. 

When we are saved, then the Lord adds us to His church (Acts
2:47, literally, "added together," with the other Christians). 

How do we get into this "ark of Salvation?"  
Entrance to the ark requires faith, repentance, confession, and 

baptism as terms of admission (Mark 16:16; Acts 2:37-38,41; 
Romans 10:9-10; 6:3-5).

We are saved by the gospel and added by Christ (Acts 2:37-
41,47; 1 Corinthians 12:13), like Noah who was saved by believing



God's Word and entering the ark.
Do we not love the Lord and His church and plan by God's 

grace to remain in both! Those who were in Noah's ark were saved.
Those in Christ and His church will be saved! 
Hebrews 13:7-9 (TLB) 
7  Remember your leaders who have taught you the Word of God. 
Think of all the good that has come from their lives, and try to trust
the Lord as they do. 8  Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, 
and forever. 9  So do not be attracted by strange, new ideas.  

Shall we not continue to sing...

I'm so glad I'm a part of the family of God;
I've been washed in the fountain, 

cleansed by His blood,
Joint heirs with Jesus as we travel this sod,

For I'm part of the family, the family of God!

QUESTIONS

1.  In this lesson, what is meant by the "church?"

2.  Why is the Church spoken of in feminine gender (she/her)?

3.  Love for our Christian brethren is evidence of what?

4.  Explain how the gospel came to us through the church.

5.  The church is called "God's household" (Ephesians 2:19). What 
makes one a brother or a sister, in a physical family or in the 
church, our spiritual family?



6.  Explain the faulty logic in this statement: "I love Christ, but not 
the church."

7.  How does Christ view the church, even with her faults?

8.  Explain how the church provides support and encouragement. 

9.  In what ways does Christ show His love for the church (Read  
Ephesians 5:25-29; Acts 9:7).

10.  How is The Church the "ark of Salvation?"


