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I.  What Is the Mission of the Church?

The purpose of the church is expressed clearly and briefly in
Matthew 28:19-20 (NASB) 

19  "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 20

 teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am 
with you always, even to the end of the age."  

It is twofold: 
First, the church is to teach all men concerning Christ, and 

bring them to saving faith in Him. Then they are to immerse them 
into Christ (Matthew 28:19). 

Secondly, the church is to continue to teach these obedient 
believers until they are built up and established in Him (Matthew 
28:20). This is the only task the church has—the only reason for its
existence. Its mission is to bring people to Christ and build them 
into the image of Christ. 

Romans 8:28-29 (GW) 
28  We know that all things work together for the good of those 

who love God—those whom he has called according to his plan.29

 This is true because he already knew his people and had already 
appointed them to have the same form as the image of his Son.  

This program is world wide. It continues as long as one soul is 
lost. We can say then that the evangelization of the world is the 
mission of the church.

II.  What Does Missions Mean?

The most frequently used term for this world evangelism is the 
term “missions.” What do we mean by missions? The dictionary 
defines the noun “mission” as “the act of sending, or state of being 
sent, with certain powers, to do some special service;—a calling, 
especially to preach and spread a religion.” 

The term “missions” is not in the New Testament. It came from 
the Latin word mitto, “I send.” A missionary is a “sent-one” or 
“one sent on a mission.” It is synonymous with “apostle” (from the



Greek apostello, “I send.”  Mark 6:30; Matthew 10:2). The word 
“mission” is a modern term for the great purpose of the church—
world wide evangelism.

III.  Christianity Is Missionary by Nature

The question is often asked, Why send missionaries to other 
lands when they already have a religion? What is the justification 
for sending millions of dollars and thousands of missionaries, to 
convert other nations to Christianity? Would it not be better to 
leave them alone where they are and not disturb them with this 
new teaching? If Christianity is just a religion among many 

religions and if Christ is a Savior among many saviors, then there 
would be little point in going. If this is true, then there would be 
other ways of salvation open to them.

The justification for world missions is in the very nature of 
Christianity itself. There are at least two major things that make 
Christianity missionary. There are its exclusive claims and its view 
of mankind.

A.  Christianity Claims to Be the Only True 
Religion. 

This claim brought it into conflict with the Romans of the first 
century and continues to create resentment among unbelievers 
today. The Romans would gladly have given it a place among the 
many religions of the empire but they objected to the exclusiveness
of the Christian faith. They resented its saying that all other 
religions were false.

There is no doubt that the New Testament claims exclusiveness 
for its message. Jehovah is not a God; He is the only God. Paul 
says, 

1 Corinthians 8:4 (NASB) 
4  Therefore concerning the eating of things sacrificed to idols, we 
know that there is no such thing as an idol in the world, and that 
there is no God but one. 



Jesus Christ is not a Savior; He is the only Savior of men. 
Speaking of Jesus, Peter said,

 Acts 4:12 (NASB) 
12  "And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other 
name under heaven that has been given among men by which we 
must be saved." 

This is why Christianity is missionary.

If the gospel is the only message that can offer men eternal life, 
then how can I keep quiet? Can I rejoice in my salvation, knowing 
that others are dying without that salvation? Must I not feel as Paul
did when he wrote to the Romans, 

Romans 1:14 (ASV) 
14  I am debtor both to Greeks and to Barbarians, both to the wise 
and to the foolish. 

B.  Christianity’s View of Mankind Is That All Have 
Sinned and Need the Salvation Which Is in Christ. 

Salvation means to be saved from sin and from the results of 
sin. There was a firm belief that sin had alienated the whole world 
from God by corrupting the nature of man and had brought 
condemnation and death. 

Romans 3:23 (HCSB) 
23  For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 

No one can save himself from it. Only in Christ can salvation 
from sin be found. This belief was the compelling force that sent 
the early Christians away from home and family to face hardship, 
persecution, and death to carry this saving message to those dying 
in sin. 

These two beliefs of the church make Christianity missionary 
by its very nature.

C.  Christ, the Head of the Church, Was the World’s 
Greatest Missionary. 



A third reason for missions is the example of Christ. Jesus not 
only taught missions, and commanded missions, but He Himself 
was the greatest missionary in history. 

John wrote, 
1 John 4:9 (HCSB) 

9  God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent His 
One and Only Son into the world so that we might live through 
Him. 

Jesus Christ then was a missionary, a “sent one.” He was sent 
from heaven to earth with a definite purpose. The Lord told what 
that purpose was when He said, 

Luke 19:10 (HCSB) 
10  For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save the lost.” 

Jesus said, 
John 6:38 (GW) 

38  I haven't come from heaven to do what I want to do. I've come 
to do what the one who sent me wants me to do.

His purpose was the same as any missionary today. He was sent
to save those who are lost—

Ephesians 2:1 (NKJV) 
1  And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins, 

When we do missionary work today, we are continuing the 
great program begun by our Lord when He left heaven and came to
earth to make salvation possible for all men.

IV.   Motives for Missions

A motive is something that prompts one to act. It is a force that 
moves or impels one to do something. What are the proper motives
for going as a missionary or in sending others? There are many 
motives which tug at the heart of the true believer but we will 
mention only a few.



A.  A Keen Realization of What We Have in Christ and the 
Consciousness of the World’s Desperate Need for It. 

When a man truly sees Christ and understands what He has 
done for him, he can never be happy until he shares Him with 
another. When one realizes that he cannot live without Christ, then 
he cannot bear to think of other men living without Him. After 
having tasted of the water of life, he cannot stand idly by and see 
another die for lack of this same water. Herein lies one of the 
greatest motives for world evangelism.

If a Christian will look at the cross of Calvary until the true 
meaning of what Christ did there is clear, then he can never be 
selfish with the message of love expressed in Christ.

This is the meaning of 
John 3:16 (NASB) 

16  "For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have 
eternal life. 

God so loved that He gave His Son to save lost men. Jesus 
loved and gave His life as a ransom for them.
Romans 5:6-8 (NASB) 
6  For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for

the ungodly. 7  For one will hardly die for a righteous man; though

perhaps for the good man someone would dare even to die. 8  But 
God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were 
yet sinners, Christ died for us. 

We today as God’s children must continue this search until 
every lost brother of ours and child of God is found and brought 
safely back to his heavenly Father.

B.  The Command of Christ. 

Jesus not only taught and practiced missions, He also 
commanded it. All four Gospels and the Acts give the great 
commission in one form or another. 
Matthew 28:18-20 (NASB) 



18  And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, "All authority 

has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19  "Go therefore 
and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name 

of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 20  teaching them to
observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, 
even to the end of the age." 

Mark recorded it in a somewhat shorter form. 
Mark 16:15-16 (NASB) 
15  And He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the 

gospel to all creation. 16  "He who has believed and has been 
baptized shall be saved; but he who has disbelieved shall be 
condemned.  

Luke gives the commission in these words, 
Luke 24:46-48 (NASB) 
46  and He said to them, "Thus it is written, that the Christ would 

suffer and rise again from the dead the third day, 47  and that 
repentance for forgiveness of sins would be proclaimed in His 

name to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48  "You are 
witnesses of these things. 

John tells us that when Christ first appeared to His disciples after 
Hs resurrection ..., 
John 20:21 (NASB) 
21  So Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you; as the Father
has sent Me, I also send you." 
 
Luke gives us in Acts another expression of the same command: 
Acts 1:8 (NASB) 
8  but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth. 



For one who has never acknowledged the Lordship of Christ, 
His commandment has no force. But if one has wholeheartedly 
submitted to the authority of Christ, he will find his greatest 
pleasure in earnestly carrying out His will. He will rejoice in the 
honor of being an ambassador for Christ, seeking to reconcile man 
to God ...
2 Corinthians 5:18-21 (NASB) 
18  Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to 
Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation, 
19  namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to 
Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He has 

committed to us the word of reconciliation. 20  Therefore, we are 
ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making an appeal 
through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 
21  He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that 
we might become the righteousness of God in Him. 

The believer should obey the Lord’s command simply because
of Who He is: the head of the church, the Lord of Lords and the 
King of Kings. It should be a joyous privilege to do so. However, 
there is the added motive of judgment if one does not obey. Many 
people think they can have their Christianity “with or without 
missions.” Many church leaders will simply dismiss the subject 
with the statement, “I do not believe in missions.” Others will 
neglect to do a thing about it just as though Christ had never 
spoken or given a command.

Many Christians would shrink from the thought of leaving out 
the command of baptism in the great commission, yet will freely 
ignore the part where Jesus says “Go into all the world” (Mark 
16:15.)  The same Lord that commanded baptism, also commanded
that the gospel be carried to the entire world. We have not been 
given the privilege of obeying part of the Lord’s command and 
ignoring the rest. He or she does this at their own peril.
In 2 Corinthians, Paul speaks of his appearance before the 
judgment seat of Christ to give an account of his life. He says- 
2 Corinthians 5:10-11 (NASB) 



10  For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so 
that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, 

according to what he has done, whether good or bad. 11

 Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade men, but we 
are made manifest to God; and I hope that we are made manifest 
also in your consciences. 

 With Paul, his preaching the gospel was not simply a matter 
of choice. The Lord had spoken. Knowing the terror of the Lord 
upon the disobedient, he feared not to obey. He further clarifies his 
feelings when he says, “
1 Corinthians 9:16 (NASB) 
16  For if I preach the gospel, I have nothing to boast of, for I am 
under compulsion; for woe is me if I do not preach the gospel. 

Christians today must regain this holy fear of God, and 
evangelize the world, or face His wrath at the judgment.

C.  Gratitude for Salvation.
 

Evangelist D. L. Moody put it this way: 
“Some day you will read in the papers that D.L. 

Moody of East Northfield, is dead. Don’t you believe a 
word of it! At that moment I shall be more alive than I am
now; I shall have gone up higher, that is all, out of this old
clay tenement into a house that is immortal—a body that 
death cannot touch, that sin cannot taint; a body fashioned
like unto His glorious body. I was born of the flesh in 
1837. I was born of the Spirit in 1856. That which is born 
of the flesh may die. That which is born of the Spirit will 
live forever.” 

The sinner who has been healed of the malady of sin by God’s 
grace should never cease to tell the world of the saving grace that 
is in Christ, our great physician. This should be a compelling 
motive for missions. We are saved to save others. Paul says, 
Romans 1:14-15 (NASB) 



14  I am under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, both 

to the wise and to the foolish. 15  So, for my part, I am eager to 
preach the gospel to you  

V.  Who Is Responsible for Missions?

Jesus gave the great commission to the apostles. However, it 
was not theirs alone to carry out. The early church clearly 
understood that it was the task of every believer.

Philip was one of the first deacons but he became such an 
effective preacher that he was later called “Philip the evangelist” 
(Acts 21:8). When the church was scattered from Jerusalem 
following the death of Stephen, it says 
Acts 8:4 (NASB) 
4  Therefore, those who had been scattered went about preaching 
the word. 

This was not the apostles, for they remained in Jerusalem (v. 
1). These were the members of the church. Every believer was a 
preacher in the true sense of the word. 

The Apostle John, in Revelation,  recorded Christ’s last great 
commission to his disciples--
Revelation 22:17 (NASB) 
17  The Spirit and the bride say, "Come." And let the one who 
hears say, "Come." And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one
who wishes take the water of life without cost. 

Everyone that hears, in the sense of believing and accepting, is
to immediately begin calling others to the water of life.

Who is to do missionary work? Every Christian is, 
individually and corporately as the church. Every Christian should 
feel a sense of divine mission to both go and send. He should first 
go to those in his own neighborhood. The Lord may also call him 
to go to other lands. If he does not go to foreign lands, then he 
should do his utmost to provide for those who do go. The Lord will
not ask at judgment, “What did your church do for missions?” but 
will ask, “What did you do?” Until each believer feels this his 
personal responsibility, the world will not be won for Christ.



A charge to keep I have,
A God to glorify,

A never-dying soul to save,
And fit it for the sky.

To serve the present age,
My calling to fulfill:

Oh, may it all my pow’rs engage
To do my Master’s will!

Arm me with jealous care,
As in Thy sight to live;

And O Thy servant, Lord, prepare
A strict account to give!

Help me to watch and pray,
And on Thyself rely,

Assured, if I my trust betray,
I shall forever die.

-Charles Wesley: 1762- 
(Cf: Leviticus 8:35 (NASB) 35  keep the charge of the LORD, so 
that you will not die, for so I have been commanded.)

 

VI.  Methods for Missions

The mention of missionary methods immediately calls to mind
the book of Acts. In this book, God has furnished His church with 
the finest textbook on missions in existence. One writer speaks of 
Acts as “the authorized Missionary Manual of the church.”

Books have been written on the missionary methods contained
in Acts. The mention of a few will suffice for this study.

A.  Selection of Preaching Points. 

Paul was the greatest Church-builder of Christendom. The 
circumstances under which he built may be in many respects 
different to those of the modern mission field. Still we cannot but 



assume that his principles have a permanent value for all time, 
even though their method of application may vary according to 
circumstances 

Paul seemingly did not lay out his entire itinerary on a tour but
rather left room for the Holy Spirit to guide him. However, there is 
a pattern to Paul’s preaching points on his tours.

Whenever possible the Apostle Paul followed the Imperial 
Roman roads. They were built from about 300 BC through the 
expansion and consolidation of the Roman Republic and the 
Roman Empire.  They provided efficient means for the overland 
movement of the Roman armies, officials, and civilians, and the 
inland carriage of official communications and trade goods. Nearly
300,000 miles of Roman roads connected cities, major towns and 
military bases.  

Paul chose cities because of their strategic importance for 
trade, politics, or education. Antioch of Syria, for instance, had a 
population of about 500,000. It was the third metropolis of the 
Mediterranean world and was the home of the Imperial Legate of 
Syria. This was an ideal place for Paul to concentrate his efforts 
because of the great influence this city could have on the world 
about it.

Cyprus, though a small island, provided an excellent starting 
point for evangelization because it lay within easy reach of three 
continents and was a convenient center of trade. Ephesus was the 
commercial and political capital of the province of Asia. Here Paul 
spent nearly three years. Paul would plant the church in central 
strategic locations. He then left the local church to evangelize 
surrounding areas.

I see the Restoration Movement as a part of the plan of God to
preserve and perpetuate "the faith which was once delivered unto 
the saints" in its purity and power, and visibly to restore the one 
body in Christ.  As those who desired to recreate the Church in the 
Bible moved westward across the United States, they established 
free congregations on the major thoroughfares.  But, individuals 
reached out to their neighbors and brought them to Christ.  As a 
result, the Restoration Movement spread like a wild fire from coast
to coast.



B.  Preaching and Prayer. 

When Paul had chosen a field of labor, he then proceeded to 
establish a church by preaching and teaching (cf. Acts 14:1; 17:1–
3, 17; 18:5; 19:8–9). Paul knew of no way for lost men to be saved 
except through the medium of preaching. He told the Corinthians,
1 Corinthians 1:21 (NASB) 
21  For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom 
did not come to know God, God was well-pleased through the 
foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe.

This preaching was essential to produce faith. 
Romans 10:17 (NASB) 
17  So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of 
Christ. 

In Romans, he expresses the vital need for preaching as he 
wrote,  
Romans 10:14 (NASB) 
14  How then will they call on Him in whom they have not 
believed? How will they believe in Him whom they have not 
heard? And how will they hear without a preacher? 

To Paul, preaching was the means chosen by God to bring men
to Christ and establish churches.

Prayer was another chief method used by Paul. Throughout his
letters, he asked for the prayers of his fellow Christians and 
assured them of his prayers for them. He asked for prayers for the 
spread of the gospel (2 Thessalonians 3:1); for his deliverance 
from great perils (2 Corinthians 1:10–11); that the Jewish 
Christians in Jerusalem might accept the offerings of the Gentiles 
(Rom. 15:30–31); and that he might be given the opportunity to 
preach the gospel message (Colossians 4:3). 

He also assured his converts that he was in continual prayer 
for them (Philippians 1:3–5).  Paul depended on his personal 



prayer life as the driving force of his life. He used prayer as a 
method because it unfailingly brought results for the advancement 
of the kingdom.

C.  Paul Established Indigenous Churches. 

By indigenous is meant that the church was self-governing, 
self-supporting, and self-propagating.

1.  Self-governing. 

From the study of Acts we learn that Paul did not oversee the 
church any longer than was necessary to develop leadership. This 
is evident on his first missionary tour. Paul and Barnabas 
established churches in Antioch of Pisidia, Iconium, Lystra, and 
Derbe. As they returned confirming and exhorting the churches, 
Luke records, 
Acts 14:23 (NASB) 
23  When they had appointed elders for them in every church, 
having prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord in 
whom they had believed. 

In Acts 20 we note there were elders in the church at Ephesus 
(cf. Philippians 1:1). Titus is instructed to appoint elders in every 
city on the island of Crete (Titus 1:5). These local leaders 
continued the teaching and overseeing of the church while Paul 
moved to another field.

2.  Self-supporting. 

Self-support was the second principle followed by Paul. By 
self-support is meant that the individual church took care of its 
own financial needs. There are instances of one church lending 
assistance to a sister congregation when they were in need. For 
example, Antioch sent relief to Jerusalem (Acts 11:27–30). Paul 
collected benevolent gifts throughout Asia and Greece for the poor 
saints in Judea (1 Corinthians 16:1–2; Rom. 15:31). However, 



there is no evidence that a church received money for their regular 
expenses.

Paul instructed the churches in Galatia to support those who 
taught them the Word:
Galatians. 6:6 (Amplified)
Let him who received instruction in the Word (of God) share all 
good things with his teacher—contributing to his support.  

Paul writes to Timothy, 
1 Timothy 5:17 (TEV) 
17  The elders who do good work as leaders should be considered 
worthy of receiving double pay, especially those who work hard at 
preaching and teaching. 

This principle of self-support should receive careful attention 
today. Considerable harm can be done by making the native church
dependent for its existence on the money supplied by the 
missionaries. It can rob the native Christians of spiritual growth 
and blessings derived from a life of faith. It can cause the church to
shirk its responsibility for the local work. If, however, they are 
properly taught and given the responsibility for their own affairs, 
they will usually respond in a commendable way. It certainly 
worked in the first century. It should work in the twentieth.

3.  Self-propagating. 

This principle is dependent to a great extent upon the 
enactment of the previous two. For when a church is not self-
governing and self-supporting, it rarely is self-reproducing. The 
principle of self-propagation is very evident in the New Testament 
as seen, for example, in the Thessalonian brethren. Paul says,

1 Thessalonians 1:8 (GW) 
8  From you the Lord's word has spread out not only through the 
province of Macedonia and Greece but also to people everywhere 
who have heard about your faith in God. We don't need to say a 
thing about it. 

In the majority of cases the native workers can win their own 
people much faster than a foreigner can. The other vital fact is that 



when Paul taught these churches to evangelize those around them, 
he was enlisting every Christian in the work of ministry and not 
just a few paid workers. This is teaching the whole church to 
minister (Eph. 4:11–12). This principle is also valid and necessary 
today.

QUESTIONS
MISSION OF THE CHURCH

COMPLETE
1. Why is Christianity missionary by its very nature?

2. What type of cities did Paul choose to plant new churches?

3. What, to you, is the greatest motive for doing missionary work?

4. List the three characteristics of an indigenous church.
a. 

b. 

c. 

5. How would you answer this objection: “The great commission 
was given only to the apostles. I am not responsible for it.”

DEFINE THESE WORDS
1. Missionary—

2. Indigenous—

3. Mission—

4. Motive—

5. Commission—


