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Faithfulness — The Virtue of Reliability

I. Bible Emphasis on Faithfulness 

II Divine Faithfulness

    A.  God is faithful.



    B.  Jesus is faithful.

III. Every Christian Is to Be Faithful

    A.  We must be faithful to Jesus as Lord and Savior.

    B.  We must be faithful to the Word of Christ.

IV. The Importance of Faithfulness

    A.  Effectiveness in God's service depends much on this 

virtue.

    B.  The Faithful will influence others for good.

V. The Reward for Faithfulness

    A.  The commendation of the Father

     B.  The crown of life

When the word "faithful" is mentioned, it brings to mind the 

famous geyser in Yellowstone National Park, "Old Faithful." It is 

not the largest, but it is the most famous. Discovered in 1870 by the

Washburn Expedition, Old Faithful geyser was named for its 

frequent and somewhat predictable eruptions, which number more 



than a million since Yellowstone became the world's first national 

park in 1872,  Since its discovery in 1870, it has spouted on an 

average of every sixty-five minutes, summer and winter. It shoots a 

stream of boiling water 120 to 170 feet in the air, and each display 

lasts about four minutes. It is called "Old Faithful" because it is so 

regular in its activity.

Faithfulness is a virtue that God and Christ possess, and a 

quality the Christian must possess to win the crown of life.

The Holy Spirit says Revelation 2:10 (GW) 10  Don't be afraid of

what you are going to suffer. ... Be faithful until death, and I will give 

you the crown of life. 

And, the Holy Spirit identifies faithfulness as part of our spiritual 

nature: Galatians 5:22 (GW) 22  But the spiritual nature produces 

love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

What is faithfulness? 

Webster's New Collegiate Dictionary defines "faithful" as "firm 

in adherence to promises or in observance of duty." Some synonyms 



are "dependable, constant, trustworthy, and loyal." A faithful person 

is trustworthy and reliable and can be depended upon; his word can

be readily accepted.

I.  Biblical Emphasis on Faithfulness

The word "faithful" and its synonyms are used 136 times in the

Bible. The idea is also expressed in other words. For example, the 

Psalmist said, "I will bless Thee as long as I live"; "I shall call upon 

Him as long as I live"; "I will sing to the LORD as long as I live" (Ps. 

63:4; 116:2; 104:33, NASB). That is faithfulness!

It is the word used to describe God's loyal servants. Moses and 

Daniel are called "faithful" (Heb. 3:5; Dan. 6:4). Paul thanked 

Christ for considering him faithful and putting him in His service 

(I Tim. 1:12). Paul characterized his helpers as "faithful": Timothy,

Tychicus, Epaphras, and Onesimus (I Cor. 4:17; Eph. 6:21; Col. 

1:7; 4:9). Leaders, members husbands, wives — all are to be faithful. 

The church nor the home can stand unless they are based on loyalty.

II. Divine Faithfulness



A.  God is faithful.

 Moses told Israel that Jehovah is "the faithful God, who 

keepeth covenant and lovingkindness with them that love Him and 

keep His commandments to a thousand generations!" (Deut. 7:9, 

ASV).

There are over 60 references in the Bible to the faithfulness of 

God.

1.  His faithfulness is seen in His creation. 

Each time we see the sun rise or set, we are reminded of God's 

faithfulness. The seasons testify to His faithfulness. God said, 

"While the earth remains, seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, 

and summer and winter, and day and night shall not cease" (Gen. 

8:22). They haven't! As we stand on the seashore and watch the tides 

come in and go out, we are reminded of the faithfulness of God.

2.  God is "faithful" to keep His promises. 

Joshua said, "Not one of the good promises which the LORD 

had made to the house of Israel failed; all came to pass" (Josh. 21:45, 



NASB; cf. Josh. 23:14; 1 Kgs. 8:56). He still keeps His promises.

Lamentations 3:22-23 (RSV) summarizes: "The steadfast love of 

the LORD never ceases, His mercies never come to an end; they are 

new every morning; great is Thy faithfulness."

B.  Jesus is faithful. 

More than once the word "faithful" is used to describe Jesus. 

Second Thessalonians 3:3 says,"The Lord is faithful" to protect 

from the evil one. Jesus is the "faithful witness" in Revelation 1:5. 

He is "a merciful and faithful high priest" (Heb. 2:17). Jesus is 

"faithful" to God (Heb. 3:2,6). Jesus, the rider of the white horse in

Revelation 19:11 is called "Faithful and True" (cf. Rev. 3:14). 

Jesus' promise to His church is "Lo, 1 am with you always, even to

the end of the age" (Matt. 28:20, NASB). 

To be called "faithful" is to wear a title of Jesus Himself.

III. Every Christian Is to Be Faithful

Paul wrote, "Moreover it is required of stewards that they be 

found trustworthy" — faithful, reliable (I Cor. 4:2, RSV). A steward



is one who has been given a trust — a task, a treasure — to care for 

and use for God. Faithfulness is the key qualification. Paul says it is 

"required," not just suggested. It is a must for the Christian who has 

been entrusted with the "everlasting gospel" — the message of 

"salvation"!

In what should we be faithful?

A. We must be faithful to Jesus as Lord and Savior. 

We are to "hold fast our confession" (Heb. 4:14, ASV) — the 

same one Peter made in Matthew 16:16. We are to "hold fast the 

confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is 

faithful" (Heb. 10:23, NASB). It is our only hope of salvation and 

eternal life (Acts 4:12). Jesus praised the church at Pergamum who

held fast to His "name," and did not deny His "faith," even in the 

face of persecution (Rev. 2:13).

Some Christians today hesitate to say that Jesus is the only 

way to God, the only way to salvation (John 14:6). The pressure of

our pluralistic society weakens their commitment to Christ. Jesus 

solemnly warned, "whoever denies me before men, I also will deny



before my Father who is in heaven" (Matt. 10:33, RSV). Let's not 

risk that ; let's be faithful!

B. We must be faithful to the Word of Christ.   

Paul told the elders to "hold firm to the sure [faithful] word as 

taught, so that he may be able to give instruction in sound doctrine 

and also to confute [refute] those who contradict it" (Titus 1:9, 

RSV). Jesus said, "My teaching is not Mine, but His who sent Me."

"The things which I heard from Him, these I speak to the world." 

"Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words shall not pass 

away" (John 7:16; 8:26; Matt. 24:35, NASB).

His teaching came from the Father; it is eternal and it is true! 

And we will be judged by it. "He who rejects me and does not 

receive my sayings has a judge; the word that I have spoken will 

be his judge on the last day" (John 12:48, RSV).

The Word of the risen Christ is "faithful and true" (Rev. 21:5; 

22:6). Trust it — without doubting!

IV. The Importance of Faithfulness



A. Our effectiveness in God's service depends much on this 

virtue. Without it, all other talents and abilities are largely 

ineffective.

To illustrate: If your car starts one out of three times, do you 

keep it? If you fail to go to work three or four times a month, does 

your boss call you faithful? If your freezer cuts off one day each 

week, do you say, "Oh, well, it works most of the time"? The car, 

the worker, the freezer would be replaced because they were 

unreliable. They were not faithful!

The same is true in the church. For instance, there is this 

"super" teacher who studies his lesson, is articulate, uses apt 

illustrations, and expounds the Scripture in a dear, interesting 

manner. The class is thrilled with him. But every 3 or 4 weeks he's 

gone — family reunion, baseball game, hunting trip, etc. He 

doesn't inform the Bible School superintendent or his substitute. Or

if he does, it is late Saturday night! So the class flounders through.

When "super" teacher returns, he has another great lesson.

How effective will his teaching be? Will the class grow? The 

answer to both is "not much." Why? Because he cannot teach? No! 

He lacks faithfulness! The Kingdom is built and sustained by the 



faithful: the preacher who continues to preach whether brilliant or 

not; the teacher, who though average is dependable; the elder or 

deacon who serves faithfully whether convenient or not; the giver 

whose offering is in the plate every Sunday. These build the 

kingdom and are effeaive because they are faithful They are also the

ones most richly blessed! Here and hereafter!

B. The faithful will influence others for good. 

James says the unstable man is like the waves of the sea 

"tossed by the wind" (Jas. 1:6, NASB). He is like the weathervane, 

spinning in all directions. He will influence others, but it will be 

adversely, like the 10 spies in Numbers 13 and 14 who brought 

tragedy to Israel by their faithless stand.

It was July 21, 1861, at the Battle of Bull Run in Manassas, 

Virginia. It was the first major engagement of the Civil War. The 

tide of battle had seesawed back and forth must of the morning. 

About noon the Federal troops captured Matthews Hill, sending the

Confederate troops fleeing in confusion. Gen. Bernard E. Bee and 

his brigade were among them. As Gen. Bee tried to calm his troops

and rally them for the fight, he looked to the top of the next hill 



where Gen. Thomas J. Jackson and his brigade were facing 

superior forces and a withering fire, but who were standing firm, 

yielding no ground.

Gen. Bee called to his troops and said, "Look! There's Jackson

standing like a stone wall!" The troops looked. Inspired by his 

courageous, firm stand, they rallied, rejoined the fight, and the 

battle was won. Ever after that he was known as Gen. "Stonewall" 

Jackson; his brigade was called the Stonewall Brigade.

As Christians, if we hope to influence others for Christ, we 

must remain loyal to Him and His gospel. One father said, "I want 

to live so my children will know how a Christian should live. I 

want to die, so they will see how a Christian should die!" If we are 

to influence our children, our mates, other Christians, a lost world, 

we must remain faithful!

V. The Reward for Faithfulness

God always rewards those who serve Him faithfully. Here are 

two blessings promised to the Christian who perseveres to the end.



A. The commendation of the Father. 

In the Parable of the Talents, when the servant presented the 

fruits of his labor, the Master praised him and said, "Well done, 

good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few 

things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share 

your master's happiness [or joy]" (Matt. 25:21, NIV). The servant 

was "good" because he was "faithful." When the boss, the teacher, 

our parents praise us for some accomplishment, how good it is! 

Think of receiving such praise and acclaim from our heavenly 

Father — Lord of lords and King of kings! 

It matters not what others say

In ridicule or fun; 

I want to live that I may hear

Him say to me, "Well done!"

B. The Crown of Life. 

Jesus told the church at Smyrna, "Be faithful until death, and I 

will give you the crown of life" (Rev. 2:10, NASB). There can be two 

meanings: 1) Be faithful until death, or 2) be faithful even if you 



have to die. Both are true. Jesus is talking to potential martyrs. He can 

say this for He has already experienced death on the Cross for them.

Whatever the cost, the reward — "the crown of life" — will be 

worth it. It is called the crown of "life" here and in James 1:12. Paul

calls it the crown of "righteousness" (II Tim. 4:8), and Peter calls it a 

"crown of glory" (I Pet. 5:4). Paul says it is "imperishable," in contrast 

to the perishable crowns worn by athlete victors (I Cor. 9:25, RSV). 

Peter adds that it will never "fade away" (I Pet. 5:4, NIV).

The crown consists in "life" — eternal life! Jesus states, "To him 

who overcomes, 1 will give the right to eat from the tree of life, which 

is in the paradise of God" (Rev. 2:7, NIV).

Jesus wore the "crown of thorns" that I might wear the Crown of 

Life! (Matt. 27:29). The Lord does not blame us if we start late. But 

He will condemn us if we stop early!

May we be faithful for "he who endures to the end will be 

saved" (Matt. 10:22b, RSV).

QUESTIONS

1. Faithfulness is a virtue that_____________________and



___________________ possess.  It is a_________________

of the Spirit.

2. Some synonyms for faithfulness are 
_________________

_________________

_________________

 ________________

3.  Name three of God's servants in the Bible who are called "faithful."
_________________

_________________

_________________

4.  Discuss two ways that God's faithfulness is seen:



5. Name some ways in which the Christian shows his faithfulness.

6.  Discuss two results of faithfulness that show its importance.

7.  What are two rewards promised to the "faithful" Christian:
_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________


