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Introduction
Christians believe that Christianity is the one true faith;

the one sure way to reach God and obtain salvation from 
sins. This has been true since the day when Jesus 
established His church in Jerusalem in A.D. 30. Today 
there is a major challenge to this position.

Our shrinking world has brought together religions, 
cultures, and races on a scale unprecedented in history. In 
this jet age we are no more than 24 hours  away from any 
spot on earth.   California has over 150,000 foreign 
students from from 150 countries of the world.  More than 
1 million foreign students came to America for higher 
education every year. Four of the top 20 institutions that 
welcome them are in California, but they are spread across the 
United States to study in over 2,000 colleges and 
universities.

Naturally they bring their cultures and religions with 
them. As we get to know them and their beliefs, some ask,
"Are they not saved by their own beliefs?" Or others 
bluntly ask, "Is Jesus Christ the only way to God?"

From this discussion has come the philosophy known 
as Religious Pluralism whose cardinal virtue is "tolerance." 
To them tolerance is the sole absolute truth of our society.

1.  Meaning of tolerance. 
The usual definition of tolerance is a willingness to put 

up with views different from one' own, forbearing, 



permitting to exist without interference; respecting others' 
beliefs, without necessarily agreeing with them. The idea 
that everyone has a right to his own opinion, is what 
tolerance means to most of us.

But today's new tolerance is vastly different. This new 
tolerance considers every individual's beliefs, values, 
lifestyle, and truth claims as equally valid. We have moved
from the position that "everyone has a right to his own 
opinions" TO "everyone's opinions are equally right!" The
new tolerance teaches that one must go beyond respecting 
a person's right to his beliefs; one must also praise and 
endorse that person's beliefs, values, and lifestyle. Anyone
failing to do that is called a bigot, intolerant, prejudiced, 
biased.  The impact of this is enormous.

2.  What is the Truth? 
Obviously, there is a serious difference between the 

above two views. The solution is not found in how many 
hold a certain belief or how sincerely held. In religious 
matters, the basic question is always, "Is it True?"

Sincerely believing something does not make it true. Ask
anyone who has picked the wrong bottle from the 
medicine cabinet in the dark. A nurse may sincerely put car-
bolic acid instead of silver nitrate in the eyes of a newborn 



baby. Her sincerity will not save the baby from blindness!
It is not true that "it doesn't matter what you believe as 

long as you sincerely believe it." Hitler's slaughter of six 
million Jews was based on a sincere view of race 
supremacy, but he was desperately wrong. What we 
believe must be true in order to be real.

Christians and Muslims, for example, believe that the 
universe was created by an eternal Creator; Buddhists 
deny this. Christians traditionally have insisted that Jesus 
Christ is the incarnate Word of God, fully God and fully 
man. Muslims reject this as blasphemous. While Hindus, 
Buddhists, and Jains all agree that there is rebirth, they 
disagree vigorously over whether there is an enduring, 
substantial person or soul that is reborn. 

All of the religions acknowledge that the present state 
of the world is not as it should be, but they disagree over 
the cause of this unsatisfactory state and its proper 
remedy. For Christians, the root cause is sin against a holy
God, and the cure consists in repentance and 
reconciliation with God through the person and work of 
Jesus Christ on the cross. For many Buddhists, Hindus, 
and Jains, by contrast, the cause lies in a fundamentally 
mistaken view of reality, and the remedy involves 
overcoming the limitations of such false views. But 
Hindus, Buddhists, and Jains disagree among themselves 
over the nature of the error and how it is to be overcome.

Disagreements over beliefs result in differences over 
how we are to pattern our lives.

Christianity affirms that the deity, death, and 
resurrection of Christ are the central facts of the gospel. 
Islam, on the other hand, denies all three. On this crucial 
point, one of these mutually contradictory views is wrong.
Both cannot be true!

A great deal is said about the similarity of world reli-
gions. Many people naively assume that other religions 
are basically the same as Christianity. Though there are 
some similarities, the differences far outweigh the simi-



larities.
If Christianity is the one True faith, what is the evi-

dence for it? We will now examine some of that evidence.
First, examine the contrast the basis of the salvation 
offered by non-Christian religions with that offered by 
Christianity.

1. Salvation by Works -- Offered by Non-Christian 
Religions

A. Judaism -- salvation by works. 
The Jews in the first century A.D., believed that they 

were saved by keeping the Law of Moses. They also tried 
to keep every detail of the oral traditions, too (see 
Matthew 23).  It is still true 20 centuries later.

When Jesus and the apostles taught salvation by grace 
through faith in Christ (Acts 15:11), many Jews resisted 
the idea. Not understanding the place of the Law in God's 
program, they concluded the apostles were trying to 
destroy the Law.  Judaizers is a term for Christians who 
decide to adopt Jewish customs and practices such as, 
primarily, the Law of Moses. The Judaizers tried to bind 
the Law of Moses on the Gentile Christians who had 
obeyed the gospel. This caused a major controversy in the 
early church (Acts 15; Galatians 1-6). It was serious 
because in the effort to maintain their idea of salvation by 
works, the Jews were denying that the gospel was 
sufficient to save (Galatians 1:6-9; 2:11-14,21).

Paul opposed them vigorously. He wrote to the Gentile 
brethren, "We who are Jews by birth...know that a man is 
not justified by observing the law, but by faith in Jesus 
Christ...because by observing the law no one will be 
justified" (Galatians 2:15-16, NIV). In Ephesians 2:8 he 
adds, "For by grace you have been saved through faith; 
and that not of yourselves, it [salvation] is the gift of 
God"(NASB).



B. Islam's means of salvation. 
Those who believe in Islam believe that they are saved 

by good works. In addition to belief in Allah, one must 
follow the Five Pillars of Islam, repeat the creed, make a 
pilgrimage to Mecca (if possible), give alms to the poor 
pray five times daily, and keep the fast of the month of 
Ramadan. Hopefully these will save them.

Dennis Free,a missionary in Salatiga, Indonesia, said 
the typical prayer at a Muslim funeral went like this: "We 
pray that his good deeds will be found acceptable before 
God."  No real assurance, only the faint hope that his 
works would be sufficient for admission into heaven, by 
his own efforts. A rather discouraging prospect.

II. Salvation by Grace -- Offered by Christianity
The salvation that Christ offers is by grace, through 

faith in Him. This salvation comes through obedience to 
the gospel and is a gift from God. It cannot be earned or 
deserved. It is received by obedient faith on the basis of 
God's grace -- His unmerited favor (Romans 1:16; Mark 
16:16; Ephesians 2:8-10). 

This is a truth unique to Christianity!

A. Salvation through Christ -- a gift not a reward. 
Paul, in contrasting Adam and Christ, writes this, "For 

if the many died by the trespass of the one man, how 
much more did God's grace and the gift that came by the 
grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the many!"
(Romans 5:15, NIV). Paul also writes, "For by grace you 
have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, 
it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, that no one 
should boast" (Ephesians 2:8-9, NASB: cf. Romans 6:23).

Salvation cannot be earned -- it must be given!

1.  Man, in his weakness, could never live a perfect life 
nor do enough good deeds to earn salvation (Romans 8:3-
4; see Matthew 18:23-35).



2.  Sin is not cleansed by good works but by the blood of
Christ (Ephesians 1:7; Hebrews 9:22; 1 Peter 1:18-19; 
Revelation 1:5).
3.  Some things are too precious (valuable) to sell, or 
earn. They must be given. It cost God His Son, and Jesus 
His life. It is too valuable to be earned. God had to give it 
for man to be saved (John 3:16; 2 Timothy 1:8-9; Titus 2:11-
14; Romans 5:1-2; 6:10).

B.  Works contrasted with Grace. 
A majority of the world is trying to earn salvation 

through works. Notice the differences between that and 
God's plan:

1.  Law seeks salvation by works of righteousness; grace by 
"faith, trust" in Jesus Christ.
2.  Law trusts in "one's own ability" to keep God's commands;
grace depends on "Christ and His blood" to save us.
3.  Law asks, "Have I done enough?" Grace asks, "Am I 
trusting in my Savior enough?"
4.  In salvation by law through works -- only the worthy could 
attain it; by grace through faith, the unworthy, 
undeserving, weak and sinful may attain it. Small wonder 
that John Newton wrote: "Amazing grace, how sweet the 
sound that saved a wretch like me" (Romans 5:6-8).

C.  Grace the one way. 
Jesus and the Apostles taught that:

1. It is impossible to be saved by works. 
Jesus said to the Jews, "I said therefore to you, that 

you shall die in your sins; for unless you believe that I am 
He, you shall die in your sins" (John 8:24, NASB). Their 
good deeds would not erase sin.

The Apostle Paul says: "A man is not justified [declared 
innocent] by observing the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ" 
(Galatians 2:16, NIV). Paul again, "I want you to know 



that through Jesus the forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to 
you. Through  Him everyone who believes is justified 
from everything you could not be justified from by the law
of Moses" (Acts 13:38-39, NIV).

Peter affirms, "We believe that we [Jews] are saved 
through the grace of the Lord Jesus, in the same way as 
they [Gentiles] also are!" (Acts 15:11, NASB). All man-
kind to be saved through the grace of Christ!

2.  Law was given to reveal man's sinfulness. 
It does nothing to cure it. Paul said, "I would not have 

known what coveting really was if the law had not said, 
'Do not covet'" (Romans 7:7, NIV).  Because of the 
universal fact of sin, the way of acceptance with God by 
reason of our works of righteousness is closed.  

3.  Grace -- Christ provides the power to live a righteous 
life. 

The reason the Law could not save was the inability of 
man to keep it. One had to keep it perfectly to be saved 
(Lev. 18:5). It had no power to enable man to keep it. It 
could only condemn when broken. 

Grace provides the power to live righteously. Paul said 
that all he was, and all he had done for God was because 
of the "grace of God" working in him (1 Corinthians 
15:10). Paul says, "I can do all things through Christ who 
strengthens me" (Philippians 4:13; cf. 2 Corinthians  12:9;
Colossians 1:11; Ephesians 3:16-20).

The weakness of all systems of "works" is this lack of 
power. But with the gospel, "God's commands have now 
become God's enablings."

To run and work the law commands
Yet give me neither feet nor hands; 
But better news the gospel brings:
It bids me fly, and gives me wings!

(John Bunyan 1628-1688)



III. Christianity Is Based on Historical Events -- Facts

Another distinctive of the Christian faith is the fact that it 
was founded on unique historical events. 

It is unmistakably clear from the New Testament that 
Jesus of Nazareth was proclaimed by the apostles as a divine
Savior, and that the very basis of the apostolic message was
His death and resurrection . . . that in Jesus, God had intervened 
in human history in a way which was both sufficient and final,
for Christ had died "once for all" for our sins, and had been 
buried and had risen from the grave on the third day 
(Hebrews 7:27; 9:12,28; 10:10; Romans 6:9-10; 1 
Corinthians 15:3-4) 

Jesus appeared on earth in time and space. Luke and 
Matthew date the time of His coming and ministry by the 
rulers at that time (Matthew 2:1-3; Luke 3:1-2). Jesus was 
born in Bethlehem, grew up in Nazareth, was crucified, 
buried, and arose from the grave in Jerusalem. He 
ascended from the Mount of Olives (Luke 2:4-7; 4:16; 
24:50; Acts 1:12). These are historical places and events.

The gospel was preached fifty days after Jesus' resurrec-
tion. Thousands of the Jews present at Pentecost knew of 
the miracles, of the life and death of Jesus, and saw Him 
after He arose (see Acts 2:22). Paul states that over 500 
(men) saw Him at one time, "most of whom are still 
living, though some have fallen asleep" (1 Corinthians 
15:6).  And, how many women and children saw the risen 
Christ?

The gospel is not a beautiful myth, or the result of 
some mystical meditation, nor of some mysterious expe-
rience, like some pagan religions. It is founded on historical 
events that happened in specific times and places -- events 
that could be examined for truth or error. There were many 
eyewitnesses that could testify to their veracity. Neither the 
Jews, nor Saul of Tarsus, could disprove the resurrection of 
Christ. The reason? It was true!



The basic difference between Christianity and the 
Mysteries [mystery religions] is the historical basis of the 
one and the mythological character of the others. This 
historical basis gives a firm foundation for the Christian 
faith!

IV. Love Is the Basic Principle of Christianity

Another unique feature of Christianity is that love is its 
basic, fundamental principle. "Fundamental" means, 
"serving as a foundation or basis." "Principle" means, "a truth
which is general and plain and upon which others are 
founded; as a principle of government."

A. Proof that Love is that Principle. 

1. Other religions speak of love, but it is not the major 
emphasis. 

Not the basic principle of their teaching.  Although Allah 
is said to be loving, this aspect of his nature is almost 
ignored. His supreme attribute of justice is thought to 
overrule love.

Fear seems to be the basic principle, the prime motiva-
tion, for most non-Christian religions whereas love is for 
Christianity.

When we speak of love, we mean agape, "intelligent 
goodwill" (John 3:16; 1 Corinthians 13:1-13). By 
definition this love is an intelligent, goodwill toward the 
other. It is an action of the mind and will, not just the 
emotions. One loves by a deliberate choice.

2. The New Testament describes the fundamental nature
of love.
a.  The greatest commandment: to love God (Mark 
12:28-30).
b.  The second greatest commandment: to love one's 
neighbor (Mark 12:31).



c.  Christian love has God for its primary object
and expresses itself in implicit obedience to Him (John
14:15,21,23; 15:10; 1 John 2:3-5; 5:3; 2 John 6).
d.  Supreme example of love --Jesus' death on the cross (I
John 4:9-10; 3:16).
e.  Love is proof of being a disciple of Christ (John 
13:35).
f.  Love is evidence of the new birth (I John 4:7-8).
g.  Love is the basis of God's plan of salvation
(Ephesians 2:4-5).
h. God shows His love by accepting us as His children 
(I John 3:1).
i. Love is our main response to God (Deuteronomy 6:5; 
7-9; Joshua 13:3; 23:11; Matthew 22:35-38).
j. Love is our chief response to our fellow man and 
women (Matthew 22:39-40). It is also an obligation, a debt 
(Romans 13:8). 
k. Love should be one's response to one's enemies 
(Luke 6:27-28,35).
l. Supreme description of love: God is Love! (I John 
4:8,10). Love expresses the essential nature of God. He is 
the embodiment of love.
m. God pours His love into our hearts by the Holy 
Spirit (Romans 5:5).
n. Love is expressed to God and mankind by action 
(John 3:16; 14:21; I John 4:9; 3:18).
o. Love describes God's attitude toward His Son (John 
17:26).
p. Love depicts God's attitude toward the human race 
(Romans 5:8).
q. The key to remaining in Christ is to love and obey 
Him (John 15:10; 14:23).
r. Love is the "fruit of the Spirit" in the Christian 
(Galatians 5:22).

B. Love's power to change lives and situations. 
The power of love to change is seen in the Lord's 



apostles. James and John were nicknamed the "Sons of 
Thunder/' probably because of their fiery natures. We see 
some of that nature in John's Epistles (see I John 3:17-18; 
1:6,10; 2 John 10:11). And we see it when James and John
wanted to call down fire on the inhospitable Samaritans 
(Luke 9:51-56).

However, after years with Jesus, John is best known 
today as the Apostle of Love, because of his many refer-
ences to love in his letters.

Saul of Tarsus was the fiery persecutor of Christians, 
who called himself the "chief of sinners" (1 Tim. 1:15). 
But the Lord and His love changed him so completely that
Paul the apostle became perhaps the most powerful 
worker the Lord had. Love changes people!

Gentle means will often succeed where forcible ones 
will fail. Love will change people where other means will 
not. Love is powerful. Paul said it was the "greatest" of 
the virtues (1 Corinthians 13:13).

When you read this list of reasons for love, you 
can see that love is the basic principle of Christianity and
is another reason why Christianity is unique and true, and 
the source of salvation for all mankind.

V.  The Supreme Distinctive -- Jesus Is the "Only 
Begotten" Son of God.

A. That Jesus is Divine is a distinctive truth of 
Christianity. 

That He is the "only begotten Son of God" is the 
watershed between Christianity and all other religions. It 
is the one fact that Christians cannot compromise or sur-
render and still remain Christian.

This fact is the major difference between Christianity 
and all other religions. It is the foremost stumbling block 
to the advocates of "syncretism" those who would blend 
all religions into one.  By definition, Syncretism is the 
combining of different beliefs, while blending practices of 



various schools of thought.

B. It is all important who Jesus is. 
Jesus asked His apostles, "Who do you say 1 am?" 

Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living 
God" (Matthew 16:15-16, NIV). Jesus is called God's 
"only begotten Son" or "one and only" Son five times in 
the New Testament (John 1:14, 18; 3:16,18; I John 4:9).

1.  The New Testament is clear on the identity of Jesus.  
The angel Gabriel told Mary that the baby she would 

bear would "be called the Son of God" (Luke 1:35,32). 
John the Baptist confirmed His deity (John 1:32-34).
 The apostle John calls Him, God's "only begotten 

Son" (John 3:16-18). 
The Heavenly Father announced to Jesus, "Thou art 

my beloved Son, in Thee 1 am well pleased" (Luke 3:22; 
cf. Matthew 3:17; 17:5). 

Jesus Himself confessed that He was the Son of God 
(Mark 14:61-62).

2.  Jesus' Resurrection proved Him to be the Son of God. 
Paul writes that Jesus "through the Spirit of holiness 

was declared with power to be the Son of God by His 
resurrection from the dead" (Romans 1:4, NIV).

During His earthly ministry the Jews asked Him for a 
sign who He was. He said the only sign He would give 
was "the sign of the prophet Jonah" (Matthew 12:38-40, 
"three days and three nights," etc.). In other words "Wait 
until my resurrection and you will know who I am."

God's power was manifest when He raised His Son. 
Also, His stamp of approval was placed on Jesus and His 
teaching. The Father shows He was indeed "well-pleased'7 

with His Son (Romans 6:4; Acts 2:24-27; Matthew 3:17). 
His resurrection was the crowning evidence that Jesus was
indeed the Son of God as Paul said (Romans 1:4; cf. Acts 
9:20; Colossians 1:13-20).



C. More evidence for Jesus' deity is seen in the 
following ideas.

1.  His exalted positions in Gods Kingdom.
a.  He is the only Mediator between God and man (1 
Timothy 2:5). Through Him we pray to the Father. Prayers
are answered through Him (John 14:6,13-14; Ephesians 
2:18).
b.  He is our only High Priest before God (Hebrews 
4:14). He offered the sacrifice for sin (Hebrews 2:17; 9:11-
12; 10:1-12). He is our intercessor at the throne of God 
now (Romans 8:34).
c.  Jesus is our Prophet -- God's spokesman to all 
mankind in the Christian Age (Hebrews 1:1-2; Matthew 
17:5).
d.  He shares God's throne in heaven (Revelation 
22:1,3), "the throne of God and of the Lamb." Revelation 
7:17 refers to "the Lamb in the center of the throne," 
indicating a place of honor.
e.  He is our "King of kings, and Lord of lords" 
(Revelation 19:16; 17:14).

These exalted positions argue strongly for Jesus' deity!

2.  Jesus' extravagant claims point to His deity.

The claims that Jesus made for Himself are so incredi-
ble that if an ordinary man made them, he would be 
viewed as insane. But no one has ever considered Jesus 
insane. Why not?

 Look at some of these claims and see:
a.  Jesus claimed preexistence with God before the
world was created (John 17:5,24; cf. John 8:58-59).
b.   Jesus claimed authority in heaven and on earth 
(Matthew 28:18).
c.   Jesus claimed to be able to forgive sins, not just
the sins committed against Himself, but the sins of one



individual against another (Mark 2:5-7; Luke 7:36-38,48-
49). 

When the scribes heard Him say this, they said, "He
is blaspheming; who can forgive sins but God alone?"
(Mark 2:7). They were right! Only God can forgive one
man's sins against another. But they failed to recognize
who Jesus was!
d.  Jesus claimed to be the Judge of all men. 

At His return the dead will be raised and Jesus will judge 
them (John 5:28-29). Paul refers to the "Judgment-seat of
Christ" (2 Corinthians  5:10). Not only will Jesus be our 
Judge,
but His Words will be the criterion of Judgment (John
12:48). If Jesus is just a man, these claims are shocking!
But if He is the Son of God, then they are sober Truth!

Some people say, "I believe that Jesus is a great moral 
teacher but not the Son of God." C.S. Lewis, Professor at 
Cambridge University, called this an illogical and absurd 
position. He said:

That is the one thing we must not say. A man who was 
merely a man and said the things Jesus said would not be a
great moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic -- on a 
level with the man who says he is a poached egg -- or else
he would be the Devil of Hell. You must make your 
choice. Either this man was, and is, the Son of God, or 
else a madman or something worse.

You can shut Him up for a fool you can spit at Him 
and kill Him as a demon; or you can fall at His feet and 
call Him Lord and God. But let us not come up with any 
patronizing nonsense about His being a great human 
teacher. He has not left that open to us. He did not 
intend to (Lewis, Mere Christianity).

D. Non-Christian religions consider Jesus to be only a 
man. 

Most Jews reject Jesus as God's Son today, the same as
they did in Jesus' day. It is sad that they reject their 



Messiah, the Son of the God they love.
Islam also rejects Jesus as God's Son. The idea that 

Allah would have a son is very offensive to Muslims. 
Surah 4:171 of the Koran states: "Jesus . . . was only a 
messenger of Allah . . . .  Far is it removed from his tran-
scendent majesty that He should have a son!" They 
believe this would degrade and dishonor Allah. To them, it
implies that God had sexual relations with Mary for Jesus 
to be born. This is abhorrent to them. They fail to 
understand the work of the Holy Spirit, in Luke 1:34-35.

Buddhism and Hinduism also deny that Jesus is the 
Son of God. Gandhi insisted: "The soul of religions is one,
but is encased in a multitude of forms ...." He continued, 
"I cannot ascribe exclusive divinity to Jesus. He is as 
divine as Krishna, or Rama or Mohammed or Zoroaster." 
Thus implying that they were as divine as He is.

Some think that Christians are bigoted and narrow-
minded for insisting that Jesus alone is the Son of God. 
They believe that if Christians were more flexible, the reli-
gious world could be united. "Why bring Jesus Christ into 
it?" they say. "Why can't we just agree on God?" They 
believe we are intolerant and arrogant if we insist that one 
believe on Jesus to be saved.

We believe He is God's Son because the FACTS prove 
it.  Jesus, the Father, and the New Testament teach it. A 
Christian cannot be faithful to His Lord and affirm 
anything else! 

The apostle John clearly states, "He who has the Son 
has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not 
have life" (1 John 5:12, NIV). Christians would like to be 
united with all people, but not if it means giving up one's 
eternal salvation! (See Acts 4:12.)

VI. Jesus Is the World's Only Savior

Christians believe that Jesus is the world's only Savior. 
Other faiths believe that no single religion teaches the 



only way to salvation. They teach that all religious paths 
are reflections of God's love and will somehow lead to 
God. To think otherwise is to be intolerant and arrogant, 
according to them.

Being a disciple of Christ can be very costly in certain 
venues of contemporary culture. Some of the Lord's 
teachings are extremely offensive, especially in this 
allegedly pluralistic age. Sadly Jesus' claim that he is the Way, 
the Truth, and the Life makes politically correct people gag! 
It is the ultimate heresy for secular pluralism.

Yet, Jesus did say “I am the way, the truth, and the 
life. No one goes to the Father except through me."  
John 14:6 (GW) 

Paul is adamant when he says there is no other gospel 
than the one that proclaims Jesus as Savior (Galatians 1:6-
8; cf. 1 Corinthians 15:1-4). We believe them!

Who is a savior? A "savior" is "one who saves or deliv-
ers; One who saves from evil, destruction, or danger" 
(Webster Dictionary).

A.  What Did Jesus Do to Become Our Savior?

1.  He provided the only cure for sin. 
Christianity has a clear concept of sin, and a positive 

cure for it. John writes, "Everyone who sins breaks the 
law; in fact, sin is lawlessness" (I John 3:4, NIV). Sin is a 
breaking of God's law. 

Two things are needed for the sinner to be forgiven:
The penalty for the sin to be paid, and the sin to be 

atoned for -- forgiven.
The penalty for sin is death. Thus, the giving of a life, 

the shedding of blood must occur to satisfy God's law 
(Gen. 2:17; Romans 6:23; Hebrews 9:22,23-26).

a.  Jesus died in our place -- for our sins 
(See Isaiah 53:4-6).
He shed His blood to pay our penalty and make 



atonement for our sins. Jesus took our guilt and sin and
became a "curse for us" (Galatians 3:13). He did this to 
redeem us from the penalty and curse of sin. Paul writes, 
"He [God] made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our 
behalf, that we might become the righteousness of God in 
Him" (2 Corinthians  5:21, NASB).

This made possible man's reconciliation with God 
against whom he had sinned (1 Peter 2:24; 1 Corinthians 
15:1-4); 2 Corinthians  5:14-15,18,19). The good news of 
this cure was proclaimed through the gospel of Christ 
(Romans 1:14-16; Acts 8:24-39). His death, plus His 
resurrection made possible our salvation (Romans 4:25; 1 
Corinthians 15:16-20; Revelation 1:5).

b.  Jesus, by His resurrection, provided complete salvation.
In the resurrection of Christ, the Christian has the assur

ance of his own resurrection -- which is the completion
of his salvation (Romans 4:25). Jesus said, "I am the resur
rection and the life. He who believes in Me will live, even
though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in Me will
never die" (John 11:25-26, NIV). In I Corinthians 15:20,
Jesus is called the "firstfruits" from the dead. He was the
first to rise never to die again (Romans 6:8-9). But others
will follow. Those of us who are "dead in Christ" will
also rise! (1 Thessalonians 4:16). Jesus is the complete 
savior; He saves for now and for eternity!

c.   Jesus died to save us from the "wrath of God.
Paul states that while we were ungodly sinners, that 

"Christ died for us. Much more then, having now been 
justified [declared innocent] by His blood, we shall be saved 
from the wrath of God through Him" (Romans 5:8-9). 
Jesus is our Savior because He bore our guilt, paid our 
penalty, and saved us from the punishment our sins 
deserved!

2.  Salvation's source is in the Nature of God and Jesus.



a.  In a basic sense God is the Savior of the world. 
He is called Savior by Paul in i Timothy 1:1; 4:10; Titus 

1:3; 2:10; 3:4. Jesus and the Father work so closely in saving 
man that it is like two persons, but one effort. Paul 
explains how this was done in II Corinthians 5:19, "God was
in Christ reconciling the world to Himself (NASB). And 
"God in Christ forgave you" (Ephesians 4:32).

b.  God's saving work issues from His mercy, love, and 
grace.

 Because of His "great mercy" and "love" for man, He 
extended His grace to save Him (Ephesians 2:4-5; Titus 3:4-
7; 2:11; Romans 3:24). Salvation flows out of grace through 
the blood of Christ (Ephesians 1:7).

It is the earnest desire of the Father and the Son that "all 
men" be saved (1 Timothy 2:3-6). Also, "The Lord is . . . not 
willing that any should perish, but that all should come to 
repentance" (I1 Peter 3:9, KJV).

3.  Testimony for the Saviorhood of Christ. 
Gabriel told Joseph, "You shall call His name Jesus, for 

it is He who will save His people from their sins" (Matthew 
1:21, NASB).

Jesus stated, "The Son of Man has come to seek and to
save that which was lost" (Luke 19:10, NASB). He continues,
the Son of Man came "to serve, and to give His life a
ransom for many" (Mark 10:45, NASB).

Jesus is called the "author" of salvation (Hebrews 
2:10), and the "source of eternal salvation/' to all who 
"obey Him" (Hebrews 5:9). 

In Christ, redemption and forgiveness are found 
(Colossians 1:14; Ephesians 1:7). 

It is in the name of Jesus that one is justified (1 
Corinthians 6:11). 

It is through Christ that God saves people (Colossians 
1:19-20; Acts 13:38-39; 2 Corinthians  5:18-19). The 
"blood of Jesus, His Son, purifies us from all sin" (I John 
1:7, NIV). To be severed from Christ is to lose all 



opportunity for salvation (Galatians 5:4).
Speaking of Jesus as Savior, Peter states firmly, 

"Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other 
name under heaven given to men by which we must be 
saved" (Acts 4:12, NIV). 

There was no doubt in the Apostles' minds that Jesus 
was the world's only Savior! There should be none in 
ours!

4.  Other religions do not have a Savior like Jesus. 
Neither, Buddha, Mohammed, Confucius, or Zoroaster,

died to provide a cure for sin and save their people. Only 
Jesus did that. Allah did nothing, personally, to save man;
nothing that cost him anything like Jehovah did. Nor did
the founders of other non-Christian religions. Their 
disciples are to follow the teachings and commands of 
their leaders and hope that their works will save them. But
they have no savior to help them like Jesus does.

E. Stanley Jones, former missionary to India, recounts
a conversation he had with an Hindu. They were 
discussing the relative merits of Hinduism and
Christianity. Finally, the Hindu replied, "Well, there is
one thing that you have that we do not. You have a 
Savior!" 

And how thankful we are for Jesus, our Savior!

VII. If Man Can Be Saved by Any Religion, Why Did 
Jesus Die?

Paul pondered this question in Galatians 2:21 as he 
reasoned with the Galatian Christians who were thinking 
of leaving Christ and returning to the Law and good works
for salvation. Paul concluded that if righteousness comes 
through works, then "Christ died for nothing," he died 
"needlessly," "in vain." His death accomplished no useful 
purpose. A waste of His life!
A.  There were numerous non-Christian religions when Jesus



died.  
If one religion is as good as another, why did Jesus 

die?  Eastern religions like Hinduism, Buddhism, Taoism, 
and others were firmly established centuries before Christ 
gave orders for Christians to make disciples of them 
(Matthew 28:19)

Why did Jesus give the Great Commission if they were
already saved? If these religions saved them, why did the 
apostles and thousands of other Christians give their lives 
to bring them the gospel? 

The point is, they were not saved, but were lost and 
needed the gospel. Jesus knew that! And in love He sent 
them the Truth!

B.  Why did God work so long to provide salvation if not 
needed? 

God began planning man's redemption before the
world was created (Ephesians 1:4-5; cf. 1 Peter 1:20). He 
continued to work for thousands of years to complete it. 
At the proper time God sent His Son "to be the Savior of 
the world" (Galatians 4:4; I John 4:9-10,14). 

After Jesus' death, God raised Him from the dead 
(Romans 6:4; Acts 2:24,32; 5:30,31). 

After His return to heaven,  God sent the Holy Spirit to
lead the apostles in preaching the gospel offering salvation
through Christ (Acts 2:33; John 16:12-13; Acts 2:36-38).

Why all this work if Jesus' death was unnecessary?

C.  Why did Jesus suffer so if it was not needed? 
Jesus endured mental, physical, and spiritual suffering 

during His life and death. It is impossible to describe all 
the suffering He bore. Isaiah gave some idea, when he 
said, "He was pierced through because of our 
transgressions" and "crushed because of our iniquities" 
(Isaiah 53:5). This is a striking picture of both the physical
and the spiritual anguish the Savior experienced for us.

His back was laid open by the Roman scourge 



(Matthew 27:26), His head was pierced with a crown of 
thorns (Matthew 27:29), and His hands and feet were 
nailed to the cross. Worst of all, He endured God's wrath 
against sin, being crushed with the weight of our iniquities
(Isaiah 53:6).

The agonizing experience in Gethsemane reveals the 
terrible mental and spiritual pain Jesus endured as He 
faced the cross. It was not so much the physical suffering 
He dreaded as the pain of bearing the burden of our sins 
on His pure soul! (1 Peter 2:24). "And being in agony He 
was praying very fervently, and His sweat became like 
drops of blood falling down upon the ground" (Luke 
22:44, NASB).

For what was Jesus praying? He was praying, "My 
Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet
not as I will, but as you will" (Matthew 26:39, NIV). The 
"cup" was His death for the sins of the world. He was 
requesting the Father to spare Him, if there was another 
way to save mankind. It is unbelievable that the Father, 
who loved His Son, would not have spared Him if there 
was another way. An earthly father would do that. If man can 
be saved by these religions, why did Jesus suffer and die a 
needless death? It doesn't make sense!

Jesus prayed for the "cup's" removal three times, but the 
request was denied. The Father sent an angel to comfort and 
strengthen His Son, but He did not grant His request 
because He could not and still save man! Jesus and the 
Father both wanted to save man, so he prayed, "not My will,
but Yours be done" (Luke 22:42, NIV).

After Gethsemane, Jesus walked willfully to the cross, 
with never a faltering step or a backward look. If there was 
no other way to save humanity, then He willingly and 
courageously died to save them. We are so thankful for His 
love, His obedience, and the salvation He purchased at 
Calvary!

The thorns on His head were worn in my stead
When for me the Savior died. 



For the guilt of my sins the nails drove in
When Him they crucified.

When John Newton was getting old, a friend asked him
about his most cherished memories. He replied, "My 
memory is beginning to fade, but I do remember two 
things: I am a great sinner, and Jesus is a great Savior." 

Questions 

1. List some social changes that have occurred in the 
United States of America that have caused some to doubt 
that Christ is the only way to God.

2. What has been the usual definition of "tolerance"?

    How does religious pluralism define "tolerance" today?

3. In religious matters, the basic question is always ______

4.  Salvation in other world religions is based on_______

    Christianity offers salvation based on____________

5. List three reasons why salvation cannot be earned.
      ____________________________________

      ____________________________________

      ____________________________________

6. Give 3 contrasts between "works" and "grace" as 
regards salvation.
      ____________________________________

      ____________________________________



      ____________________________________

7. What are the great historical events on which Chris-
tianity is based?
      ____________________________________

      ____________________________________

      ____________________________________

8. ___________________is the fundamental principle of
Christianity.
The basic principle of most other religions is____________

9.  The supreme difference between Christianity and all 
other religions is the truth that Jesus is________________

10.  List some evidence to prove the answer to question 
#9.

11.  Give proof that Jesus is the worlds only Savior.


