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Intention Deficit Disorder
Southern Baptist consultant, Dr. Robert Dale, has recently diagnosed one of the 21st- century church's
most pervasive afflictions. He names it "Intention Deficit Disorder." I.D.D. (Intention Deficit Disorder) exists
in two forms. First, there are those churches who simply don't have any clear intentions, any definable
understandings, of who they are or what they are doing. Their only real "intention" is to continue to meet
Sunday after Sunday, balance the budget, keep the building in good repair, and put on a good Christmas
pageant. The lack of any intention for ministry or ministry outside the walls of these churches is glaringly
obvious.
But there is a second type of Intention Deficit Disorder that is often overlooked. It is sometimes even
misdiagnosed as compassion, commitment or concern. In these I.D.D. churches there appear to be many good
intentions. They conduct numerous polls and continually canvass members to make sure they are offering
programs and providing services that are pleasing to their members. They open their doors to the community,
offering the church building as a meeting place for neighborhood groups, educational services or musical
events. This type of I.D.D. church might perceive itself as a youth-oriented church and give all its services,
programs and staff members a face lift. I.D.D. churches may see themselves as great preaching churches,
tailoring their identity around that of a commanding preacher's voice.
Each one of these "intentions" is admirable. But a church that is caught up in only accomplishing a list of
"good intentions" is still suffering a severe deficit. Good intentions are not enough. If they were, why would the
road to hell be so beautifully paved over with them? The fact is that the church exists to accomplish one basic
intention -- obeying God and God's mandates. Just as the intention of the church cannot be mere survival,
neither can the intention of the church be to tailor its presence in order to please everybody.
It is not the intention of the church to make its membership happy.
It is not the intention of the church to make its home community happy.
It is not the intention of the church to make its pastor happy.
It is not the intention of the church to make its youth happy.
It is not the intention of the church to make its choir happy.

It is the intention of the church to make God happy.
Whatever its "good intentions," the true intent of the church is not to bring happiness. The intent of the
church is to "be obedient" to God. Sustained obedience to God, to God's commands and concerns, is what
enables the church to be the church. No matter what other intentions any particular congregation may seek to
embody, they must first remain committed to God's authority and to the mission God has called the church to
serve.
What is your understanding of God’s purpose and mission for you and for Orcutt Christian Church? Would
you be willing to share that understanding with your Elders and preacher?

Elder Ed Saunders
If you would look up the word "drive" in a dictionary you would find the
definition "to guide, to control, or to direct." When you drive a nail into
wood, you drive, control, direct it into the wood. When you drive a car, you,
hopefully, drive, control, direct it down the freeway.
Every human being is driven by something. Some people are driven by guilt. Some people are
driven by fear. Some people are driven by resentment, or anger, or greed. Some people are
driven by their past and they let it control the future. They say, "I've always been this way. I'm
stuck.”
I want to suggest to you that the life that really matters is finding God's purpose for your life
and letting it be the driving force in your life.
Ephesians 2:10 (KJV)
10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before
ordained that we should walk in them.
Please keep the following in mind:
The Calendar
Please check Saturday and Sunday dates for those who are scheduled to serve. The facilities are
cleaned on Saturday. Those serving on Sunday will either have Communion, Care Calling, or
Hosting Fellowship following worship. If you have a conflict, please swap your time with
someone else.
Joy Circle
JOY Circle meets on the Third Tuesday. Call Carol Hill at 949-285-3149 for more
Information.
Iron Sharpening Iron
The men's breakfast is held on the 2nd of the month. Give Elder Ed Saunders a call for more
information: 349-0499.
Shepherd’s Voice
If you have something you wish to include in the Shepherd’s Voice, please give it to Bro.
Archie by the 20th of the month.
Special Request
Go to https://www.yelp.com/biz/orcutt-christian-church-santa-maria and give Orcutt
Christian Church a glowing testimonial.

