Deepening Discipleship
Doctrine of

FAITH

Orthodoxy

Orthopraxy

Right Beliefs

Right Living

Bible
Humanity
Trinity
Jesus
Faith

Living with God
Living with the Bible
Living with God's People
Living with Pain
Living as Light

Doctrine of Faith

What is “doctrine?”
Why study “doctrine?”
What separates Christianity from
cults?

The Faith That Saves

All who claim the title "Christian" will be able to
agree on the following two truths:
1. Salvation is through Christ ALONE
Acts 4:12 (NASB)
12 "And there is salvation in no one else; for there
is no other name under heaven that has been
given among men by which we must be saved."
2. Salvation is by grace ALONE
Ephesians 2:8 (NASB)
8 For by grace you have been saved through
faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of
God;

The Faith That Saves

Saved By Grace
Through Faith
For Good Works
This will be the thesis of this topic on FAITH

What are the options re Faith?

General Overview
How do we make decisions?
1. Faith without evidence
2. Faith in spite of the evidence
3. Faith according to the evidence

The Chair …

Trust me! It's right there!

Trust me! The chair will hold you!

Blind faith
without evidence

The Chair may look like it can't hold
you but it can … trust me!

Step of faith
Faith in spite of evidence

Christian's are realists. They use the

minds God gave them to reason, to see, to
understand, comprehend, and obey. Acts 17:11.
Is the chair real? Can I trust it? What
proof do I have? How do I prove it?

Step of Faith according to the EVIDENCE
Evidence
Proof
Science
Logic
Intellect
Reason

The Bible leads one to understand that faith is
based on understanding and evidence.
When Abram offered his son as a sacrifice, it
wasn't done with blind faith.
Hebrews 11:19 (NIV)
19 Abraham reasoned that God could even
raise the dead, and so in a manner of
speaking he did receive Isaac back from
death.
Reasoned: logizomai verb: to Reckon, to
calculate, to take inventory, to count, to
consider

Reason: Information that comes through the

human mind's capacity for logical, rational, and
analytic thought.

Experience: Information that comes though

direct encounter. Participation, or observation.

Emotions: Information that comes through

subjectively experienced psychological feelings.

Consider these scriptures:
Prov. 3:13
Heb. 5:12-14
Acts 17:11
Phil. 2:12
James 1:5

John 14:6

Ephesians 2:8-10 (NIV2011)
8 For it is by grace you have been
saved, through faith—and this is not
from yourselves, it is the gift of God—
9 not by works, so that no one can
boast. 10 For we are God’s handiwork,
created in Christ Jesus to do good
works, which God prepared in advance
for us to do.

The Faith That Saves

Saved By Grace
Through Faith
For Good Works
This will be the thesis of this topic on FAITH

Do you think for yourself?
Are your thoughts your own?
Can you decide to accept Jesus a your Savior?
Can you decide to reject the Lordship of Jesus?
Are you responsible for your behavior?
When a leaf falls from a tree, does it just
randomly land somewhere?
Do you actually have “FREE WILL?”
D

Do you actually have “free will?”

D

The Bible says YES
Calvinism says NO
Which do you choose to believe?
Why do you make that choice?

The Bible says YES
Calvinism says NO
Which do you choose to believe?
Why do you make that choice?

DETERMINISM
Some Christian determinists:
Aurelius Augustine (354-430)
Martin Luther (1483-1546)
Huldreich Zwingli (1484-1531)
John Calvin (1509-1564)
Determinists teach against “Free Will”

Augustine of Hippo
Lived 354 – 430 A.D. (75-years)
Bishop of North African city of Hippo

Raised Christian, lived pagan, converted to Manicheaism
when 22 years old, and to Catholic Christianity in 387
at age 33.
Considered a saint, pillar, and doctor of the Catholic
Church which considers him 2nd to Paul
He was the FIRST advocate of “Original Sin”, man’s
depravity; taught infant baptism, efficacious grace,
predestination, and God’s Supremacy.

Pelagius
Briton, lived 354–420/440 A.D.
Opposed Augustine and emphasized man’s free will and
responsibility.
Believed Augustine’s doctrine led people to excuse sin
and spiritual growth.
Augustine set out to destroy Pelagius, and modern scholars
say Augustine misquoted Pelagius to uphold his
determinism and refutation of free will.
Pelagius' extent writings contradict the quotes by
Augustine.
Augustine coerced Emperor and Pope to condemn Pelagius
as a heretic, 431 AD

For the first five centuries of the Christian era, the church
held to the teaching that men were rational beings with Free
Will.
That was challenged by Augustine. Before he died in
430, he reverted to the Manichean philosophy of
DETERMINISM, a philosophy that denied Free Will.
By 410 AD, he was teaching that Man did not have free
will, being under the total control of the sovereign God.

The church of Christ was estabished in 33 AD. Between 33
AD and 430 AD, the 53 major theologians were unanimous
in defense of Free Will.
This was totally opposite from that which Augustine shoved
through the Roman Catholic Church!

Prior to Augustine, what did the
church teach about Free Will?
Would that not be closer to the truth?
Let's consider a few of those 53 early
theologians.

Justin Martyr, 100-165 AD
“Let some suppose, from what has been said by us,
that we say that whatever occurs happens by a fatal
necessity, because it is foretold as known beforehand,
this too we explain. We have learned from the prophets,
and we hold it to be true, that punishments,
chastisements, and good rewards, are rendered
according to the merit of each man’s actions. Now, if
this is not so, but all things happen by fate, then neither
is anything at all in our own power. For if it is
predetermined that this man will be good, and this
other man will be evil, neither is the first one
meritorious nor the latter man to be blamed. And again,
unless the human race has the power of avoiding evil
and choosing good by free choice, they are not
accountable for their actions.”

Justin Martyr, 100-165 AD
“I have proved in what has been said that those who
were foreknown to be unrighteous, whether men or
angels, are not made wicked by God’s fault. Rather,
each man is what he will appear to be through his own
fault.”
"If a man were created evil, he would not deserve
punishment, since he was not evil of himself, being
unable to do anything else than what he was made for."

Clement of Alexandria, 150-211/216
“We…have believed and are saved by voluntary
choice.”

Tatian, 120-180
“We were not created to die. Rather, we die by our own
fault. Our free will has destroyed us. We who were free
have become slaves. We have been sold through sin.
Nothing evil has been created by God. We ourselves
have manifested wickedness. But we, who havee
manifested it, are able again to reject it.”

Irenaeus, 115/142-202 A.D.
“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see
your good deeds’…And ‘Why call me, Lord, Lord, and
do not do the things that I say?’ … All such passages
demonstrate the independent will of man … For it is
in man’s power to disobey God and to forfeit what is
good.”

Tertullian, 160 – ca. 220 A.D.
“I find, then, that man was constituted free by God. He
was master of his own will and power…For a law
would not be imposed upon one who did not have it in
his power to render that obedience which is due to law.
Nor again, would the penalty of death be threatened
against sin, if a contempt of the law were impossible to
man in the liberty of his will … Man is free, with a
will either for obedience or resistance.”

Origen, 185-254 A.D.
"The Scriptures…emphasize the freedom of the will.
They condemn those who sin, and approve those who
do right… We are responsible for being bad and
worthy of being cast outside. For it is not the nature
in us that is the cause of the evil; rather, it is the
voluntary choice that works evil."

Ignatius, 35/50 – 98/117 A.D.
"If anyone is truly religious, he is a man of God; but if
he is irreligious, he is a man of the devil, made such,
not by nature, but by his own choice."

Irenaeus, 115/142-202 A.D.
"Those who do not do it [good] will receive the just
judgment of God, because they had not work good when
they had it in their power to do so. But if some had been
made by nature bad, and others good, these latter would not
be deserving of praise for being good, for they were created
that way. Nor would the former be reprehensible, for that is
how they were made. However, all men are of the same
nature. They are all able to hold fast and to go what is
good. On the other hand, they have the power to cast
good from them and not to do it."

Ultimately, what is our standard?
Opinions of Men?
The Word of God?

Martin Luther taught that if God foreknows, then it
will happen. God “works all things in all men, even in the
ungodly; for He alone moves, makes to act, and impels by
the motion of His omnipotence, all those things which He
alone created; they can neither avoid nor alter this
movement, but necessarily follow and obey it...there can
be no 'free-will' in man, or angels, or in any creature.”

Huldreich Zwingli also followed the teaching of
Augustine.
“God is the only real cause of anything that happens...
Divine Providence, when it created the world, foresaw and
arranged things so that everything should take place in the
proper course and time...even the work of sin...He makes
the angels and man transgressors.”

John Calvin was a protegee of Zwingli,
systemized his teaching, and was the reformer
that changed the church!
His DETERMINISTIC theology is held by
perhaps 90% of Protestant Churches, and those
who espouse this teaching are not reluctant to
abandon human FREE WILL.

Reflecting on Calvinism
When a leaf falls from a tree, does it just
randomly land somewhere?
Do you think for yourself?
Are your thoughts your own?
Are you responsible for your sin?
Do you ever say “Things happen for a
reason?”

What is Calvinism?
It is a system of theology that was adopted by
John Calvin (1509-1564) from Huldreich
Zwingli (1484-1531) who in turn had adopted
the theology of Augustine (354-430).
Augustine had been a decades long student of
pagan systems of philosophy before he was
converted by Ambrose to Roman Catholicism.
He was quite orthodox up until his later years
when he reverted back to the deterministic
philosophy of his pagan studies.
By “determinism” is meant the system that
teaches ALL events, even human decisions and
acts are caused by and outside, all-controling
force. What is called “Calvinism” is more
properly “Augustinism.”

Calvin himself teaches that his theology was derived
from Augustine. Calvin declared - “Augustine is so
wholly with me, that if I wished to write a confession of
my faith, I could do so, with all fulness and
satisfaction to myself, out of his writings.”
https://www.covenanter.org/reformed/2016/5/17/a-treatise-on-the-eternal-predestination-of-god ]

Martin Luther was an Augustinian monk who taught
there is no free will.
This means the two leading theologians of
Protestantism, Calvin and Luther, built their systems of
doctrine from Augustine.

The term “Calvinism” refers to the doctrines of God,
sin, and salvation, and was published by Calvin in 1536,
just 5 years after the death of his mentor, Zwingli. It is
known as the Institutes of the Christian Religion,
and was a consistent systematic theological reformation
of Zwinglism.
What are refered to as the Five Points of Calvinism
wasn't formulated until the Netherlands' Synod of Dort
in 1618. These Five Points are called TULIP …
T – Total Depravity
U – Unconditional Election
L – Limited Atonement
I – Irresistible Grace
P – Perseverance of the Saints
These Five Points have their foundation in
THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD

These doctrines form the foundations of many
denominations,
Including
⁂ The Particular Baptists, Primitive Baptist, Reformed Baptist, some
Southern Baptists, Presbyterian Churches, Church of Scotland, Church of
England, Lutheran Churches, Reformed Churches, Congregational
churches, United Church of Christ, Protestant Reformed Churches in
America, etc.

⁂ The most widely taught doctrines today
⁂ These doctrines are without foundation in the

Bible.
⁂ They are not the teachings of our just and impartial
God.

THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD
God is absolutely powerful, knowledgeable, and authoritative. All
things exist in and by Him. He is the Sovereign ruler of all things.
Therefore, He makes all decisions to the smallest detail.
Calvin says “God is the ultimate CAUSE of everything that
happens.” That “everything” literally means “everything,” including
every human decision and act – even sins. “When men act
perversely, they do so...by the ordaining purpose of God.”
When a leaf falls from a tree, it doesn't land haphazardly, it lands
precisely where God intended it to fall.
The Westminster Confession of Faith is Calvinistic!

God is the creator of time.
God is outside time.
God is timeless.
God is eternal
Isaiah 46:10 (NIV)
I make known the end from the beginning, from
ancient times, what is still to come. I say, ‘My
purpose will stand, and I will do all that I please

God is infinitely Sovereign!

Calvinism is a deterministic system in which every detail of
the on-going universe is predetermined (predestined,
foreordained) to happen in accordance with God's purposive
will.
James White declares that the most basic point of Calvin's
theology is "the absolute freedom and sovereignty of God in
decreeing whatsoever comes to pass in time."
It is eternal because it was made in eternity past, before the
creation and existence of anything outside of God.
It is comprehensive or all-inclusive because it embraces
"whatsoever comes to pass," as the Westminster Confession of
Faith says (111:1).
This concept of the sovereign decree creates several problems
for Calvinists which will be discussed.

What are the Five Points of
Calvinism?
T
U
L
I
P

Total Inherited Depravity
God has chosen that Adam, our federal head, would sin,
thereby corrupting himself and his offspring, such that we are
incapable of even willing good, much less doing good. We are
wholly evil, wicked, and depraved from birth.
Most Christians believe that all sinners become partially
depraved, but Calvinists say that every human being has been
born totally depraved.
The total person is corrupted by sin; every aspect of human
nature is depraved, including the intellect and the will. Because
the intellect has been corrupted, a sinner cannot truly understand
the things of God, including the Bible.
Because the will is sinful, a sinner cannot do anything that is
inwardly good and acceptable to God. The latter is the key
element of total depravity. It is called the bondage of the will.

Unconditional Election
God has chosen by His secret, good pleasure to save some.
Since we are wholly corrupt, there is obviously nothing good in
us by which we can satisfy any condition; therefore, His choice
is without condition.
Since no sinner is able to choose God, God must choose the
sinner, i.e., He selects which sinners He will cause to believe
and which He will leave in their state of unbelief.
This choice occurs prior to creation when God in His eternal
decree predestines in detail everything that will ever take place
within the created universe.

Limited Atonement
God has chosen only a subset of humanity to be saved, Jesus’
atoning death is limited to that subset ,.. the elect.
Since God has determined from the foundation of the world the
exact number and identity of those who will be saved, there is no
need for Christ the Redeemer to actually die for the non-elect.
Thus God determined that Jesus would not suffer for them. The
Redeemer's death on the cross paid the penalty for the sins of the
elect only.

Irresistible Grace
Since the elect cannot thwart God’s will, and since
they cannot save themselves, God graciously works
directly on the elect before hearing the gospel to
regenerate them and provide them an agreeable will
through the direct operation of the Holy Spirit (aka,
efficacious grace).
Because of total depravity no one has the free will to
make any move toward believing the gospel, not even
those whom God unconditionally elected.
For each elect person, at whatever time God chooses,
the Holy Spirit performs a direct work of salvation upon
the totally-depraved heart, thereby unlocking the
human potential to believe and repent.
The elect can not resist the will of the Sovereign
God.

Perseverance of the Elect
Since God’s grace is sufficient to save the sinner, it is more
than sufficient to maintain the saint.
God’s will cannot be thwarted; therefore, the elect will
persevere and be saved at last.
This means that once God has elected and regenerated a sinner,
he will remain saved forever. Once the gift of salvation has been
received, it is irrevocable.
This is the "once saved, always saved" also described as "once
in grace, always in grace" and "eternal security.”

This

or

That

Total Inherited Depravity or

Innocence

Unconditional Election

or

Conditional Election

Limited Atonement

or

Unlimited Atonement

Irresistible Grace

or

Resistible Grace

Perseverance
Saints

or

Possible Apostasy of the

The Bible on God’s Sovereignty
God is Sovereign:

⁂ Without teacher (Isaiah 40:13-14 )
⁂ Eternal, transcends time (Isaiah 43:13 )
⁂ Cannot be resisted, stopped, or reversed (Isaiah
43:13 )
⁂ Just rule over creation (Isaiah 45:9-12 )
⁂ But, He never willed sin (⁂
Jeremiah 7:31 )
⁂ He begs man to repent (Deuteronomy 30:19; Joshua
24:14-24; Revelation 22:17 )
⁂ He's extremely patient (2 Peter 3:9)
⁂ He sorrows when man fails to repent, despite His
efforts and will (Matthew 23:37; 2 Chronicles 36:15-16;
Luke 13:34 )

What is the Question about God's Sovereignty?
It is NOT a question of God’s power or right to rule.
The question is
how much God exercises His sovereignty,
the extent of His intervention by Sovereignty,
His chosen Self-limitation?

Calvinist Assumption
God will not permit any choices but His own.

Reasons to disaffirm Calvinism
What are solid reasons to refute
T – Total Depravity
U – Unconditional Election
L – Limited Atonement
I – Irresistible Grace
P – Perseverance of the Saints

T
The
Doctrine of TOTAL Depravity

The Pivotal Doctrine
Total depravity is the pivotal doctrine.
If it is true, it necessitates the entire Calvinist
system.
If it is false, it negates the entire system.

True or False

As you reflect on Augustinism/Calvinism, keep in mind
Calvin's difficulties.
Theologian Dr. Robert Shank in his book Elect in the
Son has this reminder:
“Calvin's difficulties derived in part from the sheer
magnitude of the task of dealing comprehensively with
so large a body of truth as the Scriptures afford. A long
lifetime is a short time in which to endeavor really to
know the Holy Scriptures. To offer the world an
“Institutes of the Christian Religion at age 27 was a
venture quite as optimistic as ambitious.”

So it was quite “ambitious” to attempt to systematize
the theology of Augustine and Zwingli.
Also keep in mind that the Bible is quite sufficient
for us to understand God's Terms of Pardon and our
relationship to the Savior:
John 21:31 (NKJV) but these are written that you
may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God,
and that believing you may have life in His name.

SYNERGISM
A concept to keep in mind as we study about our
discipleship-Synergism may be understood as two or more
“agents” working together to produce a result not
obtainable by any of the “agents” independently.

What this means is that God has His part in
our salvation, and we have our unique part,
and we are “saved” as we comply with our part .

Questions For Calvinists
If there is only One Will, how can man be justly held
responsible?
If God’s will is always performed, why does He rebuke His
compliant creation?
Why does God object to sin, if He chose it?
Why do events not always conform to God’s revealed will?
Why does God lament over man’s choices, if God made
them?
Why does God punish His creation, when it ultimately
complies as He instructed?
Where is the Biblical basis for this view of God’s
sovereignty?

Total depravity is the pivotal doctrine of
Calvinism.
The emphasize is on “TOTAL”
I think we agree that the Bible teaches that mankind has
sinned, and therefore is “depraved” and “spiritually dead.”
Romans 3:21 (GW) Because all people have sinned they
have fallen short of God's glory
Jeremiah 17:9 (JPS Tanakh 1917) The heart is deceitful
above all things, And it is exceeding weak--who can know
it?
Ephesians 2:1,4-5 (NIV) As for you, you were dead in
your transgressions and sins, 4 But because of his great
love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with
Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by
grace you have been saved.

Yes, we are depraved,
but
we are NOT totally depraved. We can still believe and
obey:
Colossians 2:12 (LSV) being buried with Him in
immersion, in which you also rose with [Him] through the
faith of the working of God, who raised Him out of the
dead.

Every person is born innocent, as were Adam and Eve
before their sin. Genesis 1:31
Israelites born innocent (Deuteronomy 1:39)
We are to be like little children (Matthew 18:1-4)
However, man gradually becomes hardened through
rejection of God and repeated sin (Romans 1:20-28)
In such state, man’s heart (conscience) is hardened (1
Timothy 4:1-2; Ephesians 4:17-19)

God judges people based on their own deeds (2
Corinthians 5:10; Romans 14:12)
God specifically stated that he will not judge men based on
the deeds of their fathers or children (Ezekiel 18;
Jeremiah 31:29-30)
God condemns punishment of children based on their
father’s sins (Deuteronomy 24:16; 2 Chronicles 25:2-4).

Even though we are indeed “sinners,” we are capable
of complying with God's Terms of Pardon; and
indeed, God expects us to comply in faith and
repentance, confession and immersion.
Matthew 27:37 (NET) O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you
who kill the prophets and stone those who are sent to
you! How often I have longed to gather your children
together as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings,
but you would have none of it!

John 3:16 (Berean Study Bible) For God so loved the
world that He gave His one and only Son, that
everyone who believes in Him shall not perish but have
eternal life.
Romans 1:17 (CEV) The good news tells how God
accepts everyone who has faith, but only those who
have faith. It is just as the Scriptures say, "The people
God accepts because of their faith will live."
Revelation 22:17 (NKJV) And the Spirit and the bride
say, “Come!” And let him who hears say, “Come!”
And let him who thirsts come. Whoever desires, let
him take the water of life freely.

Jesus makes our ability to respond very clear,
for He says
John 14:6 (NIV) Jesus .., “I am the way and the truth and
the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.
John 6:44 (CSB) No one can come to Me unless the Father
who sent Me draws him, and I will raise him up on the last
day.

God draws all humanity to Jesus
through the Gospel!
Romans 1:16 (NKJV) For I am not ashamed of the gospel
of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone
who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.

Romans 10:17 (Amplified Bible) So faith comes from
hearing [what is told], and what is heard comes by the
[preaching of the] message concerning Christ.
2 Thessalonians 2:14 (NLT) He called you to salvation
when we told you the Good News; now you can share in
the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Hebrews 4:12 (NASB) For the word of God is living and
active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing
as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and
marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of
the heart.

The Bible affirms
that

there is No basis for the
Doctrine of Total Depravity
What about the
Doctrine of Unconditional Election

U
the
Doctrine
of
Unconditional Election

Unconditional Election
Calvinism teaches that God has chosen by His secret,
good pleasure to save some. Since we are wholly
corrupt, there is obviously nothing good in us by which
we can satisfy any condition; therefore, His choice is
without condition.
Since no sinner is able to choose God, God must
choose the sinner, i.e., He selects which sinners He will
cause to believe and which He will leave in their state
of unbelief.
This choice occurs prior to creation when God in His
eternal decree predestines in detail everything that will
ever take place within the created universe.

Calvin’s statements:

"All are not created on equal terms, but some are
preordained to eternal life, others to eternal damnation;
and, accordingly, as each has been created for one or
other of these ends, we say that he has been
predestinated to life or to death."
Institutes, Book III, chapter 21, para. 5

Calvin’s statements:

"I again ask how it is that the fall of Adam involves so
many nations with their infant children in eternal death
without remedy, unless that it so seemed meet to God?
Here the most loquacious tongues must be dumb. The
decree, I admit, is dreadful; and yet it is impossible to
deny that God foreknew what the end of man was to be
before he made him, and foreknew, because he had so
ordained by his decree."
Institutes, Book III, chap. 23, para. 7

Calvin’s statements:

"Nor ought it to seem absurd when I say, that God not only
foresaw the fall of the first man, and in him the ruin of
his posterity; but also at His own pleasure arranged
it."
Institutes, Book III, chapter 32, p. 232

Being born in a depraved state, we cannot choose to
do good on our own.
THEREFORE, we cannot choose to be saved or be
lost.
Before Creation, God ordained which individuals
would be saved and which individuals would be
lost.
The Elect are saved through no choice or action of
their own.
This is a corruption of the

Biblical Doctrine of Prestination!

Predestination is God's pre-creation determination to
cause a specific thing to happen in the course of universal
history.
It is a Biblical Doctrine, but differs from the Calvinistic
interpretation.
EXAMPLES
Acts 4:27-28 (NASB) 7 Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate
met together with the Gentiles and the people of Israel in
this city to conspire against your holy servant Jesus, whom
you anointed. 28 They did what your power and will had
decided beforehand should happen.
For review: What is the Calvinistic interpretation?

Rom. 8:28-30 (NASB) 28 And we know that God causes all
things to work together for good to those who love God, to
those who are called according to His purpose. 29 For those
whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become
conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the
firstborn among many brethren; 30 and these whom He
predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He
also justified; and these whom He justified, He also glorified

1 Cor. 2:6-8 (NASB) 6 Yet we do speak wisdom among
those who are mature; a wisdom, however, not of this age
nor of the rulers of this age, who are passing away; 7 but
we speak God’s wisdom in a mystery, the hidden wisdom
which God predestined before the ages to our glory; 8 the
wisdom which none of the rulers of this age has
understood; for if they had understood it they would not
have crucified the Lord of glory;

Eph. 1:4-5; 11 (NASB) 4 just as He chose us in Him
before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy
and blameless before Him. In love 5 He predestined us to
adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself,
according to the kind intention of His will...In Him 11 also
we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined
according to His purpose who works all things after the
counsel of His will,
[read Eph. 1;1-14 for the contrast between Jews and
Gentiles]

Biblical Terms
Understanding these terms will help clear up some of
the misunderstanding
There are 4 terms to describe God's predetermining
activity.
1. Choose
2. Predestine
3. Election
4. Elect
REMEMBER
God's Foreknowledge is NOT Predestination

Biblical Terms
1. Choose (eklegomai, verb), “chosen, select, outstanding,
of the best quality”
Mk 13:20 the days, no flesh would have been
saved; but for the sake of the chosen ones, whom
he picked out, he shortened the days.
Lk 9:35, then a voice came out of the cloud,
saying, “This is My Son, My chosen One; listen to
Him!”
Eph 1:4 he chose us in him before the foundation
of the world, that we would be holy and without
defect before him in love,

Biblical Terms
2. Predestine (proorizo, verb) “to determine beforehand,
to predetermine, to foreordain, to predetermine the destiny
of, set boundaries beforehand appoint or determine
beforehand.” Used 6 times:
Acts 4:38
Rom 8:29,30
1 Cor 2:7
Eph 1:5,11
“Pro” indicates that the determination in view took place
before the world was created.
Eph. 1:4
Rev. 17:8

Biblical Terms
3. Election (ekloge, noun) “election, the
elect, the chosen”
Rom 9:11
Rom 11:5 (NKJV) Even so then, at this
present time there is a remnant according
to the election of grace.
Rom 11:7
Rom 11:28

Biblical Terms
4. Elect (ekletos, adjective) “elect, chosen.”
Mat 24:22,24,31
In reference to persons there is

no significant difference
between
election and predestination.

The Purpose of Predestination
God chooses some for Service
Jesus is chosen for service
The election of Jesus is the central and primary act
of predestination
Is 42:1 Behold My Servant, whom I uphold; My
chosen One in Whom My soul delights. I have put My
Spirit upon Him.
Mt 12:18 applies this to Jesus Before the creation of
the world for His service of redemption.
Lk 9:35
Acts 4:28
1 Pet 1:20

The Purpose of Predestination
Israel is chosen for service
Chosen to prepare the world for the Messiah
Dt. 7:6 For you are a people holy to the LORD your
God; the LORD your God has chosen you to be a
people for his own possession, out of all the peoples
that are on the face of the earth.
Dt. 14:2 For you are a holy people to the LORD your
God, and the LORD has chosen you to be a people for
His personal possession out of all the peoples who are
on the face of the earth
Acts 13:16-17

Israel is chosen for service
Chosen to prepare the world for the Messiah
The Nation of Israel was elected, not the individuals of
that nation.
Since Israel was chosen specifically to prepare the way
for the Messiah's appearance, the Nation of Israel's
purpose was accomplished and her destiny fulfilled in the
incarnation, death, and resurrection of Jesus.

Acts 13:26-33 32And we declare to you glad tidings—
that promise which was made to the fathers. 33God has
fulfilled this for us their children, in that He has raised
up Jesus. As it is also written in the second Psalm: You
are My Son, Today I have begotten You.’

Israel is chosen for service
Chosen to prepare the world for the Messiah
The Nation of Israel was elected, not the individuals
of that nation.
Upon the death and resurrection of Jesus, the Nation
of Israel is no longer God's elect people.
The covenant was with the Nation, and NOT with
individuals, and did NOT have any necessary
connection with individual's salvation.
The Nation of Israel could serve its purpose of
preparing for the Messiah even if the majority of
individual Jews were lost.

The Purpose of Predestination
Israel is chosen for service
To create the nation of Israel, God chose
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob
Neh 9:7
Rom 9:7-13
Moses
Ps 106:23
David
Ps 78:70
Ps 139:16
God even chose Gentiles to carry our His purposes:
Pharaoh: Rom 9:17
Cyrus Is 45:1

The Purpose of Predestination
The Apostle's were chosen for service
The Apostles were chosen for establishing the
church.
Lk 6: 13 He called His disciples to Him and chose twelve
of them, whom He also named as apostles: 14Simon, whom
He also named Peter, and Andrew his brother; and James
and John; and Philip and Bartholomew; 15and Matthew
and Thomas; James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon who
was called the Zealot; 16Judas the son of James, and Judas
Iscariot, who became a traitor.

Jn 6:70; 13:18 (Ps 41:9); 15:16,19

The election of the Apostles was for service, not
salvation. This is seen from the fact that Judas is of the
chosen twelve.
Acts 2:22-24 22 “Men of Israel, listen to these words: Jesus
the Nazarene, a man attested to you by God with miracles and
wonders and signs which God performed through Him in your
midst, just as you yourselves know — 23 this Man, delivered
over by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God,
you nailed to a cross by the hands of godless men and put Him
to death. 24 “But God raised Him up again, putting an end to
the agony of death, since it was impossible for Him to be held
in its power.

DID God make Judas sin?

DID God make Judas sin?
Jn 6:70; 13:18 (Ps 41:9)
Mt 26:6-16
Jn 12:2-6
Did Jesus know anything about Judas before being
chosen?
Does Eph 4:28 speak to this?

What about Pharaoh?
Did God harden Pharaoh's heart, or did Pharaoh
harden his own heart?
Pharaoh

AND

God

Rom 1:28 (NIV)
Furthermore, just as they did not think it worthwhile to
retain the knowledge of God, so God gave them over to a
depraved mind, so that they do what ought not to be done.
REMINDER: A person can reject God and God in turn
rejects them.
1 Jn 3:1-12

What about Pharaoh?
Did God harden Pharaoh's heart, or did Pharaoh
harden his own heart?
Pharaoh AND
God
Ex 8:15, 32
Ex 4:21, 7:3, 14:4
Ex 9:34
Ex 9:12, 10:1, 10:20
Ex 10:27, 11:10, 14:8
Ex 7:13, 7:14, 7:22, 8:19,
9:7, 9:35, 14:5
Rom 9:1-18
Acts 28:27
The hardening was accomplished by both God and
Pharaoh.
On each occasion it was Pharaoh who made the conscious
and deliberate decision to not let the people go.

What about Pharaoh?
Did God harden Pharaoh's heart, or did Pharaoh
harden his own heart?
The English phrase “hard-hearted” carries, to many
people, overtones of unrepentance. Others understand this
as cruelty on God's part, thus “God hardened Pharaoh’s
heart” could be taken to mean that God prevented him from
repenting.
The Hebrew word “chazaq” is a term that is frequently
used in the Old Testament, 55 times outside of Exodus.
The only time chazaq is translated as “harden” is in
reference to Pharaoh in Exodus.
In all other occurrences, chazaq is translated as
“strengthen”, “encourage”, “repair”, “fortify”, etc.

What about Pharaoh?
Did God harden Pharaoh's heart, or did Pharaoh
harden his own heart?
a few examples...
Joshua is encouraged Dt 1:38
Jonathan helps David find strength in God 1 Sam
23:16
The neighbors assisted Judah Ezra 1:6
The Levites helped the priests complete a task 2
Chron 29:34

What about Pharaoh?
Did God harden Pharaoh's heart, or did Pharaoh
harden his own heart?
In these passages, chazaq describes assisting or
encouraging someone with a course that they have
decided on. It means helping someone to do what they
already want to do.
The hardening was accomplished by both God and
Pharaoh. On each occasion it was Pharaoh who made
the conscious and deliberate decision to not let the
people go.

God does chooses or “elects” people
for His purpose:
John 15:16 (NASB) 16 You did not choose Me but I
chose you, and appointed you that you would go and
bear fruit, and that your fruit would remain, so that
whatever you ask of the Father in My name He may
give to you.
Ephesians 1:4 (NASB) 16 You did not choose Me
but I chose you, and appointed you that you would
go and bear fruit, and that your fruit would remain,
so that whatever you ask of the Father in My name
He may give to you.

God does choose or “elects” people for
His purpose:
1 Peter 1:1-2 (NASB) To those who reside as aliens,
scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia,
Asia, and Bithynia, who are chosen 2 according to
the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the
sanctifying work of the Spirit, to obey Jesus Christ
and be sprinkled with His blood: May grace and
peace be yours in the fullest measure.

Since God does predestine some people to go
to heaven, how does this differ from
Calvinism?
1. Calvinism: only certain people will be His
elect.
He determines which totally depraved
individuals will be believers and remain
believers forever.
HOWEVER
2. Free Will gives us choice to believe or
disbelieve. God through His foreknowledge
knows who will choose to believe.

Since God does predestine some people to go
to heaven, how does this differ from
Calvinism?
3. Biblical predestination to salvation is
conditional, not unconditional, and depends on
the individual complying with God's Terms of
Pardon.
Have you complied with His Terms of Pardon?
Do you know what the terms are?

The Bible affirms
that
there is No basis for the
Doctrine of Unconditional Election
What about the
Doctrine of Limited Atonement

L
the
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Limited Atonement
God has chosen only a subset of humanity to be saved, Jesus’
atoning death is limited to that subset ,.. the elect.
Since God has determined from the foundation of the world
the exact number and identity of those who will be saved, there
is no need for Christ the Redeemer to actually die for the nonelect.
Thus God determined that Jesus would not suffer for them.
The Redeemer's death on the cross only paid the penalty for
the sins of the elect.

Terms to know
Atonement
1: reparation for an offense or injury
2: the reconciliation of God and humankind
through the sacrificial death of Jesus
Christ
www.merriam-webster.com/
“reparation: the making of amends for a
wrong one has done, by paying money or
otherwise”

Terms to know
Propitiation
1: APPEASEMENT; the act of gaining or
regaining the favor or goodwill of
someone or something; the act of
propitiating; a sacrifice in propitiation of the
gods
2: something that propitiates or appeases
specifically; an atoning sacrifice
www.merriam-webster.com

Terms to know
Sin
Sin is any form of human selfexpression that disaffirms the
infinite worth of one's self, or of
one's neighbor.

It is such a serious charge against humanity
that God uses a number of terms to help us
understand and picture the heinousness of our
crime against the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit.

Biblical Terms that describe Sin
planao, meaning “to be deceived, to err,
to go astray, to wander away.” It is used
figuratively of wandering away from the
truth, erring, being deceived (Matt 22:29; 1
Cor 6:9; Gal 6:7; Jas 5:19). Like foolish
sheep sinners go astray from the paths of
righteousness (Ps 119:176; Matt 18:12–13;
Heb 5:2; 1 Pet 2:25; 2 Pet 2:15). Sinners
“always go astray in their heart” (Heb
3:10).

Biblical Terms that describe Sin
Hamartia, term most frequently used for
sin, and the basic meaning is “to miss the
mark.” In reference to sin this is not an
innocent mistake, an accidental failure to
hit the mark, as is usually the case in target
shooting; it is rather a deliberate decision
and willful failure for which one must bear
the blame.

Biblical Terms that describe Sin
Adikia, the “a” makes it a negative of
“righteous;” sin is the opposite of justice
or righteousness, i.e., sin is
unrighteousness. The verb is often
translated “to do wrong” or “to wrong”
someone, i.e., to do someone an
injustice. The noun is usually rendered as
“unrighteousness” or “wickedness” (e.g.,
Rom 1:18; 3:5; 1 John 5:17, “All
unrighteousness is sin”).

Biblical Terms that describe Sin
Apeitheo, represents the concept of
disobedience. The adjective is used of
children who disobey their parents (Rom
1:30; 2 Tim 3:2), but mostly these words
refer to disobedience to God (Rom
11:30–32; Eph 2:2; 5:6; Titus 1:16;
3:3). They refer in a general way to any
refusal to follow God’s will and
instructions for our lives

Biblical Terms that describe Sin
Parabaino, basic meaning is “to go
over, to go aside, to pass beyond.” When
referring to sin it mean “to transgress,” in
the sense of “transgressing a command
or going beyond an established limit,
Matt 15:2–3; Rom 2:23; 5:14), thus is by
definition transgression of law cf Rom
4:15, “Where there is no law there is no
transgression” (NIV). All these passages
clearly show that the essence of sin is the
transgression of God’s law. sin is
lawlessness, 1 John 3:4.

God is HOLY and RIGHTEOUS and can
NOT tolerate sin.
Mankind has FREE WILL and chooses to
commit acts that are sin in God's eyes. We
can not erase our sinful thoughts and
behaviors...i.e.,we can't save ourselves.
GUILTY as CHARGED, the penalty is we
are condemned to eternity out of God's
care following our death.
God's Holiness and Righteousness
provides a way out of our penalty through
His gracious Terms of Pardon.
Calvinism says those are only for the
ELECT.

The Atonement is Christianity in epitome. It is the
heart of Christianity as a system; it is the distinguishing
mark of the Christian religion. For Christianity is more
than a revelation; it is more than an ethic. Christianity
is uniquely a religion of redemption.
We cannot deduce Scriptural views of the atonement
from non-Biblical conceptions of the Person of Christ;
and the ideas that Christ died because God was insulted
and must punish somebody, or that the atonement was
the propitiation of an angry Monarch-God who let off
the rogue while He tortured the innocent, and such like
travesties of the truth, are simply misrepresentations.

When we study the Old Testament we are struck with
the fact that in the Old Testament system, without an
atoning sacrifice there could be no access for sinful
men into the presence of the Holy God. The heart and
center of the Divinely revealed religious system of
God’s ancient people was that without a propitiatory
sacrifice there could be no acceptable approach to
God. There must be acceptance before there is
worship; there must be atonement before there is
acceptance. This atonement consisted in the
shedding of blood.

Origen of Alexandria - taught that the death
of Christ was a ransom paid to Satan in
satisfaction of his claim on the souls of
humanity as a result of sin. This was opposed
by theologians such as St. Gregory Nazianzen,
who maintained that this would have made
Satan a power equal to God.
Irenaeus of Lyons - taught that Christ
recapitulated in himself all the stages of life of
sinfulman, and that his perfect obedience
substituted for Adam's disobedience.

Athanasius of Alexandria - taught that
Christ came to overcome death and corruption,
and to remake humanity in God's image again.
Augustine of Hippo - said that sin was not a
created thing at all, but was "privatio boni",
a"taking away of good".

Anselm of Canterbury - taught that Christ's
death satisfied God's offended sense of justice
over the sins of humanity. God rewarded
Christ's obedience, which built up a storehouse
of merit and a treasury of grace that believers
could share by their faith in Christ. This view is
known as the satisfaction theory of atonement,
or the merit theory. Anselm's teaching is
contained in his treatise Cur Deus Homo.

Anselm’s Cur Deus Homo is probably the
greatest work on the atonement that has ever
been written. The work is great because it
contains great conceptions of God, and great
conceptions of sin.
Sin is not to render to God His due, and the
sinner is bound to pay back the honor of which
he has robbed God.
It is a debt we are obliged to pay, and failing
to do it, we must die.

As sin is debt, there are only two
ways in which man can be righted
with God;
either by incurring no debt,
or by paying the debt.
But this, man cannot do, and here in
comes the glory of the Gospel of the
atonement, securing at once the
honor of God and the salvation of the
sinners.

No one ought to make satisfaction for
the sin of man except man, and no
one can make satisfaction except God
Himself.
He who makes the satisfaction for
human sin must, therefore, be man
and God; and so in wondrous love,
the God-Man of His own accord
offered to the Father what He could
not have been compelled to lose, and
paid for our sins what He did not owe
for Himself.

Calvinism teaches Limited Atonement
God has chosen only a subset of humanity to be saved, Jesus’
atoning death is limited to that subset ,.. the elect.
Since God has determined from the foundation of the world
the exact number and identity of those who will be saved, there
is no need for Christ the Redeemer to actually die for the nonelect.
Thus God determined that Jesus would not suffer for them.
The Redeemer's death on the cross only paid the penalty for
the sins of the elect.

BUT
Is this the Biblical teaching?

John 11:51-52 (NASB)
51Now he did not say this on his own, but
as he was high priest that year, he
prophesied that Jesus was going to die for
the nation; 52and not for the nation only,
but in order that He might also gather
together into one the children of God who
are scattered abroad.

2 John 2:1-3 (NASB)

1My little children, I am writing these
things to you so that you may not sin. And
if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with
the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 2and
He Himself is the propitiation for our
sins; and not for ours only, but also for
the sins of the whole world 3By this we
know that we have come to know Him, if
we keep His commandments.

1 Pet. 2:1 (NASB)
1But false prophets also appeared among
the people, just as there will also be false
teachers among you, who will secretly
introduce destructive heresies, even
denying the Master who bought them,
bringing swift destruction upon themselves
Read v. 12-22

1 Cor 6:20 (NASB)
20 you have been bought for a price:
therefore glorify God in your body.

1 Pet. 1:18-21 (NASB) 18knowing that you
were not redeemed with perishable things like
silver or gold from your futile way of life
inherited from your forefathers, 19but with
precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and
spotless, the blood of Christ. 20For He was
foreknown before the foundation of the world,
but has appeared in these last times for the
sake of you 21who through Him are believers
in God, who raised Him from the dead and
gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope
are in God.

Because Jesus was both man and
infinite God, His suffering on the cross
was also infinite. He suffered not just
in His finite human body but also in
His divine nature; thus His suffering
had no limit, and was intended for an
infinite number of people.

The Bible affirms
that
there is No basis for the
Doctrine of Limited Atonement
What about the
Doctrine of Irresistible Grace
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Irresistible Grace

Since the elect cannot thwart God’s will,
and since they cannot save themselves,
God graciously works directly on the elect
before hearing the gospel to regenerate
them and provide them an agreeable will
through the direct operation of the Holy
Spirit (aka, efficacious grace).
Because of total depravity no one has the
free will to make any move toward
believing the gospel, not even those whom
God unconditionally elected.

For each elect person, at whatever time
God chooses, the Holy Spirit performs a
direct work of salvation upon the totallydepraved heart, thereby unlocking the
human potential to believe and repent.
The elect can not resist the will of the
Sovereign God.

What is Grace
The concept of God's GRACE staggers
our human understanding!
Grace is the absolute extremity of God's
love, because in the NT it is God's
willingness and desire to accept us in
spite of our sin.
God hates sin with a holy hatred and it
is His nature to consume it in wrath

Holiness demands satisfaction
Love gives satisfaction!
Despite His wrath, in His infinite love He is
still willing to receive rebellious sinners back
unto Himself.
He is not just willing to receive them, but
lovingly desires to receive them.

This is GRACE!

Romans 6:23 (NKJV) For the wages of sin is
death, but the gift of God is eternal life in
Christ Jesus our Lord.
Romans 8:32-33 (NKJV) 32 He who did not
spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us
all, how shall He not with Him also freely give
us all things? 33 Who shall bring a charge
against God’s elect? It is God who justifies.
That grace means giving serves to highlight
the difference between God's wrath and God's
love.

Calvinism teaches that the one whom God
chooses to be among the Elect, the Holy Spirit
does an irresistible work of regeneration on
that person that both precedes faith and
bestows faith as a gift.
The NT teaches that the Holy Spirit, working
both indirectly through the written word, and
directly on the sinner's heart, influences the
sinner to believe and repent.
Some who hear choose to believe and
repent, and some choose not to do so.
Only after one has chosen to believe
and repent does the Holy Spirit work
directly on the heart to effect
regeneration.

Only after one has chosen to believe and repent does
the Holy Spirit work directly on the heart to effect
regeneration points to the concept of Synergism.

Synergism is when two or more “agents” work
together to produce a result not obtainable by any of
the “agents” independently.

What this means is that God has His part in
our salvation, and we have our unique part,
and we are “saved” as we comply with our part .

Colossians 2:12-13 (NKJV) 12 buried with
Him in baptism, in which you also were raised
with Him through faith in the working of God,
who raised Him from the dead. 13 And you,
being dead in your trespasses and the
uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made
alive together with Him, having forgiven you
all trespasses
In this text Paul affirms that faith precedes
regeneration and is a prerequisite for it.
Moved by pull of the gospel as written in the
word by the Holy Spirit, the spiritually dead
unbeliever makes his decision to believe on his
own free choice.

The Bible affirms
that
there is No basis for the
Doctrine of Irresistible Grace
What about the
Doctrine of
The Perseverance of the Saints
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Calvinism Affirms
T – Total Depravity
U – Unconditional Election
L – Limited Atonement
I – Irresistible Grace
P – Perseverance of the Saints

Perseverance of the Saints
or
Preservation of the Saints
is often referred to
as

“Once saved, always saved.”
“Once in Grace, always in grace.”
“Eternal Security.”

Calvinists defend their position
1. God presents the possibility of falling away
as if it could be true in order to motivate us to
holy living.
2. Person is only losing heavenly rewards
3 . Person wasn't truly saved.

Three crucial texts
Lk 15:24 (NASB)
for this son of mine was dead and has come to
life again; he was lost and has been found.’ And
they began to celebrate.
Rom 11:23 (NASB)
And they also, if they do not continue in their
unbelief, will be grafted in, for God is able to
graft them in again.
Heb 6:6 (NASB)
and then have fallen away, it is impossible to
renew them again to repentance, since they
again crucify to themselves the Son of God and
put Him to open shame.

AGAIN
Lk 15:24 (NASB)
for this son of mine was dead and has come
to life again; he was lost and has been found.’
And they began to celebrate.

What is the context?
The Prodigal Son
Luke 15:11-32

The Prodigal Son

Luke 15:11-32
1. describes a true falling from grace and a true
restoration of the one fallen from grace
2. son was alive in the father's house, which is equivalent
to being a true believer and a member of Christ's church
3. the son is spiritually dead on a far country. He is still
the father's son but he is a dead son.
4. son is alive again in the father's arms - “come to life
again”
5. Verse 24 ἀναζάω Live again
The prefix, ἀνα, ana, is live gain.
ζάω, zao, is come to life.

The Prodigal Son
Luke 15:11-32

1. He could not come to life unless he had
been alive before
2. He could not be alive if he weren't truly
dead earlier
3. This demonstrates the fallacy of
attempting to explain away the biblical
teaching on falling from grace.

AGAIN

Rom 11:23 (NASB)
And they also, if they do not continue in their
unbelief, will be grafted in, for God is able to
graft them in again.

What is the context?
The Olive Tree
Rom 11

The Olive Tree

Rom 11
1. God is NOT rejecting His people, Israel,
altogether; otherwise, Paul would have been
rejected since he was a descendant of Abraham
and a member of the tribe of Benjamin.
2. Paul explains the transition from the Old
Covenant administration to the New Covenant
administration of the people of God.
The old administration began with his
Abraham roots and grew into a tree, the
branches of which were the individual Jews of
the Jewish nation.

3. With the coming of the Messiah the makeup of he
tree was significantly altered as it was transformed into
the New Covenant church.
4. Any of the original branches, i.e., individual
Jew, who refused to believe in Jesus as the
Messiah, were broken off from the tree because
of their unbelief (ver 17 – 20).
5. Any individual Gentiles, i.e., branches from
the wild olive trees, who believed in Jesus were
grafted into the now transformed tree.

6. Paul warns the Gentile branches that they
too will be broken out if they cease to believe
(ver 17-22)
7. The once believing Jews can be regrafted if
they repent and come back to faith in Jesus the
Messiah. Paul says in verse 23 God is able to
graft them in again. Greek word is πάλιν palin,
the standard word for “again”
8. Implications of “again” (palin)

Implications of “again” (palin)
a. This shows that the Jews who had been
broken off were part of the tree originally.
b. To say that they were not really saved to
begin with is falacious, and the Calvinistic
argument that they are not really say to begin
with is shown to be false.
c. Also it shows that these fallen Jews were
really fallen, that is broken off, separated from
the tree, else the word “again” would not apply.

AGAIN

Heb 6:6 (NASB)
and then have fallen away, it is impossible to
renew them again to repentance, since they again
crucify to themselves the Son of God and put Him
to open shame

What is the context?
Hebrews 6:4-8
The Peril of Falling Away

The Peril of Falling Away

1. the entire book of Hebrews presupposes the
possibility of giving up one's faith and falling from
grace
2. Hebrews seems to be written for the expressed
purpose of persuading some Hebrew Jews who had
been converted to Christianity from apostatizing
and returning to Judaism
3. In the case of those who have been enlightened
and have tasted of the heavenly gift and and are
partakers of the Holy Spirit and have tasted the
good word of God and the powers of age to come
and then have apostatized with a hardened heart it
is impossible to renew them again to repentance
since they again crucified the son of God

The Peril of Falling Away

4. Paul leaves no doubt that these believers are
ONLY pretending to be believers; rather they are
true believers who are in danger of losing their
salvation.
5. “again” palin, “have fallen away,” past tense, it
is impossible for one whose heart has become
hardened to repent. At one time they had been in
a state of repentance and commitment to the
Messiah. Thus they were once truly saved.
6. The word “again” is a death blow to the
Calvinistic belief of “Once saved, always saved,”
and there is no “Perseverance of the Saints.”

The Faith that Saves
1. Salvation is through Christ ALONE
Acts 4:12 (NASB)
12 "And there is salvation in no one else; for
there is no other name under heaven that has
been given among men by which we must be
saved."
2. Salvation is by grace ALONE
Ephesians 2:8 (NASB)
8 For by grace you have been saved through
faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of
God;

Gnosticism
is
a
Way to Salvation

The Faith That Saves

Christian's agree on the following two truths:
1. Salvation is through Christ ALONE
Acts 4:12 (NASB)
12 "And there is salvation in no one else; for there is
no other name under heaven that has been given
among men by which we must be saved."
2. Salvation is by grace ALONE
Ephesians 2:8 (NASB)
8 For by grace you have been saved through faith;
and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God;

The Faith That Saves

Saved By Grace
Through Faith
For Good Works

Writing at the beginning of the Hippie
Movement in the late 1950’s, Dr. Hans Jonas
wrote these words on the emergence of
Eastern mysticism:
“What we do witness at the period roughly
coinciding with the beginnings of Christianity is
an explosion of the East. Like long-pent-up
waters its forces broke through the Hellenistic
crust and flooded the ancient world, flowing
from the established Greek forms and filing
them with their content, besides creating their
own new beds.”

Eastern mysticism
merged with Greek mysticism.

Col. 2:8-10 (NASB)
8 See to it that there is no one who takes you
captive through philosophy and empty deception
in accordance with human tradition, in accordance
with the elementary principles of the world, rather
than in accordance with Christ. 9 For in Him all
the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form, 10 and
in Him you have been made complete, and He is
the head over every ruler and authority;

“through philosophy”
philo + sophia = love of wisdom

1Timothy 6:20-21(NASB)
20 Timothy, protect what has been entrusted to
you, avoiding worldly, empty chatter and the
opposing arguments of what is falsely called
knowledge 21 which some have professed and
thereby have gone astray from the faith.

opposing arguments
ἀντιθέσεις (antitheseis) : the direct opposite

knowledge
Γνώσεως (gnosis): esoteric knowledge of spiritual
truth held by the ancient Gnostics to be essential
to salvation

In Paul’s epistle to the Church in Colossae,
Paul confronts a religious philosophy which
was threatening to destroy the early church.
Several of the “Church Fathers” confronted
this cultic religious philosophy, and wrote
extensively in opposition.
What is a cult? How do you personally define
a cult?

All cults have something in common: a denial of
the sufficiency of the Bible to convey God's word
to His created men and women.
Therefore, a biblical definition MUST include a
consistent statement ON the bible's source and
authority.
The Bible offers itself as the only revelation
available to us, and no gospel is the real one
unless it affirms this fundamental proposition.
A cult, therefore, is any religious group that
finds special revelation outside the Bible in and of
itself.
Believers must make a clear choice between the
Bible as the sole, full and final special revelation
and a cult.

Many of the early church fathers provide the most
important non-Gnostic references to Gnostic leaders and
beliefs:
2nd Century
Justin Martyr (d.165),
3rd Century
Irenaeus (d @ 225),
Clement of Alexandria (d @ 236),
Tertullian (d @ 225,
Hippolytus (d @ 236),
Origen (d @ 254)

The most prominent of these is Against Heresies by
Irenaeus.
Irenaeus investigated at least 20 distinct Gnostic
worldviews and found Valentinian Gnosticism to be the
most influential.

“What we do witness at the period roughly
coinciding with the beginnings of Christianity is
an explosion of the East.”
Saint Augustine wrote: "We never cease to
look towards India, many things are proposed
to our admiration."
What did the Roman Catholic Church
incorporate from Hinduism?

Some possibilities:
* Worshiping the Virgin Mary - cult of Devi,
the Hindu Divine Mother
* Bells – in Hindu worship by ringing the bell the
devotee informs the deity of his/her arrival
* Rosary – Vedic japamala, a loop of prayer
beeds
* Altars in the church – niches for deities in
Hindu temples
* incense - a way of expressing respect and
gratitude towards the deity
* sign of the cross – comparable to anganyasa
when the body becomes the temple of the Deity
* Veneration of relics - the relic in the Hindu
tradition is viewed as a truly living entity

“Hinduism” means “dwellers by the Indus River”
which is in Pakistan and India.
A culture known as Indo-Aryans moved into the
Indus River area about 1700 BC. They began
writing down their hymns, prayers, mythic stories
and chants known as the Vedic literature.
These were composed between 1700BC down to
about 500 BC, roughly overlapping the writing of
the Hebrew Scriptures.
Vedic : means of or relating to the Vedas, the
language in which they are written, or Hindu
history and culture between 1500 b.c. and 500
b.c.

Some terms to know
Henotheism - (heno-one) + (theo-god). worship
of one supreme god while not denying the
existence of other gods.
Kathenotheism - a "coined word" to worship a
single, supreme god while not denying the
existence or possible existence of other lower
Deities
Monolatry - (mono-single) + (lateria-worship).
Belief in many gods but consistent worship of only
one god.

Monotheism - (mono-single) + (theo-god).
There is only one deity, an all-supreme being.
Pantheism - (pan-all) + (theo). Everything is
god.
Polytheism - (poly-many) + (theo-god). Many
gods. Polytheists do not always worship all the
gods equally; they can be henotheists,
specializing in the worship of one particular deity,
or kathenotheists, worshiping different deities at
different times.
.

Most Hindu's are Henotheisric, worshipping the
single diety named Brahman, while accepting the
existence of many god.
Core Beliefs of Hinduism
For Hindus, all reality all ideas, contradictory or
not, is “one.” Hinduism is made of many religious
concepts , but they blend into the “one.” There
are two foundational assumptions that Hindu's
believe without question:
Reincarnation and Karma.
Reincarnation is the belief that a person's
uncreated and eternal soul must be repeatedly
recycled into the world in different bodies before
being liberated from suffering and becoming in
union with the infinite.

Karma has to do with cause and effect; merit or
demerit, which attaches to one's soul according to
how one lives.
Karma affects one's present life, and Karma from
this life will determine one's life in the future.
The Bible teaches we are created by God, will die
once and then be resurrected at the day of
judgment.
Read: Jn. 5:17-30; 1 Cor 15:1-58; Heb 9:27

The goal of Hinduism is to achieve salvation.
Karma and reincarnation give hope that
eventually the soul is perfected and can merge
into the one absolute soul that binds all together,
and that is called “Brahman.”
When salvation is achieved it ends the cycle of
death and rebirth.
Salvation can be achieved by
* selfless acts of service to others,
* uniting oneself to Brahman intellectually
through study, or
* devotion to one's personal god.

Hinduism in the United States
Ralph Waldo Emerson (5/25/1803 – 4/27/
1882),and Henry David Thoreau (7/12/1817 –
5/6/1862) were both in Transcendentalism and
were inspired by the Upanishads and the
Bhagavad Gito, which was reflected in their
writings.
1893 the World Parliament of Religions in
Chicago had Swami Vivekananda influence the
“cream” of American intellectualism.
In the 1930's the Hindus sent Swami
Prabhavanada to establish the Vedanta Society of
Southern California.
In the 1960's the Beatles went India ans were
taught Transcendental Meditation by Maharishi
Mahesh Yogi

The Hindu religion has evolved over the past five
millennia of Indian religious history. Hinduism is a
synthesis of the various religious ideas and
influences from throughout the Indian
subcontinent, representing hundreds of separate
cultural, social, and tribal groups.
Yogi Ramacharaka says,
“The different Hindu sects, while practically
appearing as different religions, in reality regard
themselves as but different sects and divisions of
the One Eternal Religion of India, of which each,
of course, considers itself the best and most
favored channel of expression and interpretation.”

A NEW Worldview arrived in the West
Referred to as “The New Age,” “the Age of
Aquarius,” “New Thought,” and many others.
Scholars are generally in agreement that
Gnosticism originated from Hindu mysticism, and
the New Age originated from Gnosticism and
Hinduism.
New Age worldview is like a kaleidoscope. There
are so many tangents to it because it is very
eclectic and draws from so many divergent
sources.
This new worldview has entered deeply into
western society and is seen in the health industry,
psychology, science, politics, and “the new
spirituality.”

Peter Jones, Ph.D., Professor at Westminster
Theological Seminary, has been a keen critic of
gnosticism and the influence of Eastern mysticism
for over 40 years.
He informed us nearly 30 years ago that the
time would come when to denounce any form of
heresy would be considered ...
“a 'hate crime' that disturbs the peace of a
society high on tolerance, choice and love.”
Here are some examples of the truth of Dr.
Jones prediction:

The Bible has to go...
“These texts have lost their power over our lives.
We no longer need to apologize for them or try to
interpret then as words of truth, but we cast out
their oppressive message as expressions of evil
and justification of evil.”
“Feminist theology must create a new textual
base, a new canon...Feminist theology cannot be
done from the existing base of the Christian
Bible.”
Rosemary Radford Ruether, Ph.D.

The Presbyterian Church U.S.A.
Former moderator of the Presbyterian Church
U.S.A., Dr. David L. Dobler considers any mention
of “pagan,” and “heretic” by conservatives in the
PCUSA as worse than the actual practice of
heretical paganism and gnosticism!

A scholarly book by Russell Chandler,
Understanding the New Age, garnered this review
by Deborah Yates “This book is an irritating stereo-typed
philosophy, and very outdated. Chandler is under
the misconception that new age means Buddhism,
flower power, and hallucinogenic drugs. He down
plays the importance of spiritualism in
transcending the antiquated dogma that now
pervades western and eastern cultures. Those of
you who seek a spiritualist path or are just
curious about the philosophy of New Age
teachings, do not read this book. It will leave you
feeling as if you had just been raped by the
sixties!”

My Karma
Ran over
Your Dogma

The meaning is "The effect of my actions or
conduct is stronger than your ideology and
opinions"

Summary of differences between
Hinduism and Christianity

1. Hindus do not have a personal God. Brahma
is a formless, abstract, eternal being without
attributes
2. Jesus is not God but one of the “avatars” of
Vishnu. A “avatar” is a human being who has
been indwelt by a god.
3. Hindus say “sin” is a delusion because all
material reality is an illusion.
4. Hindus seek deliverance from “samsara,” the
endless cycle of death and rebirth through union
with Brahma which is achieved through devotion,
meditation, good works and self control.

Gnosticism is the most serious threat to the
Christian church today; and it had it's beginning
with the merger of Eastern religion with Roman
religion at the very time Christ created His
Church in 33 A.D. Does this not mean that the
Devil set up a

Counterfeit “Christianity”

Christianity
1. God is a personal being intimately involved
with His creation
2. God reveals Himself as God the Father, God
the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.
3. God the Son became incarnated in Jesus as the
Christ.
4. Sin is prideful rebellion to the loving God and
disaffirms the infinite worth of ourselves and our
neighbors.
5. Jesus Christ is God - as well as sinless man and He died for our redemption.

Let's let the Bible speak to us!
1 Jn 5:11-13 say that God has given?
Titus 2:13 says we are looking for?
Mt 3:13-17 says Jesus is?
Mt 28:19 speaks of what name?
2 Cor 13:14 affirms what?
Jn 1:14 shows that Jesus was?
1 Pet 2:24 Jesus body carried?
What does Rom 3:23 teach?
How does Paul apply Heb 9:27?
What does Rom 3:24 teach?
1 Cor 15:3-8 gives what foundation?

Summary
God Christ Salvation Resurrection Sin Judgment Life eternal -

Two Worldviews
Based on Romans 1:25, let's label these as
ONEISM
vrs

Creation

TWOISM
who

Creator
Creates Creation

Two Worldviews
ONEISM
Oneism is defined as the worship of creation,
where all is one when creation is worshipped
and served as divine. In Oneism all
distinctions are eliminated and through
“enlightenment” Oneism proclaims that man
is also divine.

Two Worldviews
TWOISM
Twoism is defined as the worship of the
divine Creator of all things. In Twoism God
alone is divine and is distinct from His
creation, yet through His Son, Jesus, God is
in loving communion with His creation.

Two Worldviews

Rom. 1:25 (NIV)
They exchanged the truth about God for a lie, and
worshiped and served created things rather than the
Creator—who is forever praised. Amen. 26 Because of
this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their
women exchanged natural sexual relations for unnatural
ones. 27 In the same way the men also abandoned natural
relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one
another. Men committed shameful acts with other men,
and received in themselves the due penalty for their error.
28 Furthermore, just as they did not think it worthwhile to
retain the knowledge of God, so God gave them over to a
depraved mind, so that they do what ought not to be done.
29 They have become filled with every kind of wickedness,
evil, greed and depravity.
The LIE = pantheism

The Five Points
of
Gnosticism / Hinduism
1. All is ONE and one is ALL
This can be conceptualized by a circle. Everything
is in the circle which represents the universe – a
consecrated receptacle for everything, goes around
and around and never ends. Hinduism uses four
circle symbols:

All is One

Hinduism says “all is one.” This is monism,
which means there is no difference between God,
a carrot, a person, or a rock. Any perceived
differences are only apparent and not real. All
individuality dissolves into universal,
undifferentiated oneness.
The God of the Bible created everything, and is
separate from what He created. Gen. 1 affirms
God creating particular things - God separated
light from darkness, day from night, earth from
sky.
BUT He created man is His image...male and
female, two separate individuals who each bear
the image of God.
What does Col. 1:17 say about this?

All is One
Gospel of Thomas
Jesus said to them: ‘When you make the two
one ... and when you make the above like the
below, and when you make the male and the
female one, so that the male is no longer male
and the female no longer female.... then you
will enter the kingdom.’... ‘See, I will make Mary
a man, in order that she also may become a living
spirit like you men. For every woman who
becomes a man will enter into the kingdom of
heaven.’

Ouroborous
The snake eating it's tail symbolizes the
self sustaining creation that needs only
itself. The ONE is the ALL,

Yin & Yang
Black and white are one. Good and evil
are one. Christ and Satan are one.
Opposites come together in one.

Labyrinth
Symbol of the divine mother, the god
within, the holy of all creation. The
complete collapse of God into the circle.

Do you see the Circle?

2. All Humanity is ONE
This can be conceptualized by a circle. Everyone is
in the circle. Humanity is God. Hinduism and New
Age says we are god in disguise and only ignorance
keeps us from realizing our divine reality.

3. All Religions are ONE
Think of a pie chart divided into slices.
Every religion is part of the one,
revealing the
god within, and through
a
whom we experience oneness.

4. There is ONE Problem
It's not that we are sinful. The problem is we are
ignorant of who we are. We have forgotten that we
are gods. Because we are ignorant we make
mistakes. We have to get rid of the notion of good
and evil, monism and theism, created and creator,
Christ and Satan are not two but one, no heaven
nor hell, truth and falsehood must go. There is no
objective reality. You can't get rid of evil because it
is all part of the circle. Hitler went to heaven
because he wasn't evil, he only made mistakes.
Must get rid of the binary of male and female. Get
rid of the notion of homosexuality and
heterosexuality. Making decisions is a problem.

5. There is ONE Solution
To eliminate thinking. "Stinking thinking." Keep
your mind a respectful distance when you practice
spirituality. Practice mindlessness. Logic is binary
and must be eliminated. The goal is to join
opposites, and thinking hinders this. The mantra
that is chanted hours on end is translated from the
Sanskrit "get rid of the mind." Yogi unites us with
our true inner self. The American Veda requires
Advaita, a Sanscrit word which mean “not two”

Five Points
of
Oneism
1. All is ONE and one is ALL
2. All humanity is ONE
3. All religions are ONE
4. ONE Problem: we are ignorant of our divinity
5. ONE Solution: Look inside yourself for
salvation

Five Points
of
Twoism

1. God is ONE
2. Humans are ONE in Christ
3. Only come to God through Jesus the Christ
4. One Problem: Sin leads to death apart from God
5. One Solution: Comply with God's terms of
Pardon

