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Why does your view of God matter?

"Try to explain the Trinity and you'll lose your mind.
Try to deny it and you'll lose your soul."
Dr. Robert South
Chancellor Cambridge University, 1664

Job 11:7 Can you discover the depths of God?
Can you discover the limits of the Almighty?
1 Timothy 3:16 By common confession, great is
the mystery of godliness: He who was revealed
in the flesh, Was vindicated in the Spirit, Seen
by angels, Proclaimed among the nations,
Believed on in the world, Taken up in glory.

Christians are monotheists and Trinitarians.

Christians are not polytheists or tri-theists, but
monotheists.
Gregory of Nazianzen (329-390) the 4th
Century Bishop of Constantinople, wrote: "I
cannot think of the one, but I am immediately
surrounded with the splendor of the three, nor
can I clearly discover the three but I am
suddenly carried back to the one."
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Tertullian (155-220) was a 2nd Century

Christian apologist. He wrote an entire book
on the Trinity. He writes: "We, however,
as we indeed always have done...believe
that there is one only God, but under the
following dispensation, or oikonomia, as it is
called, that this one only God has also a
Son, His Word, who proceeded from
Himself, by whom all thins were made, and
and without whom nothing was made. Him
we believe to have been sent by the Father
into the Virgin, and to have been born of
her-being both Man and God, the Son of
Man and the Son of God, and to have been
called

by the name of Jesus Christ; we believe Him to have
suffered, died, and been buried, according to the
Scriptures, and, after He had been raised again by
the Father and taken back to heaven, to be sitting at
the right hand of the Father, and that He will come
to judge the quick and the dead; who sent also from
heaven from the Father, according to His own
promise, the Holy Ghost, the Paraclete, the sanctifier
of the faith of those who believe in the Father, and in
the Son, and in the Holy Ghost. That this rule of faith
has come down to us from the beginning of the
gospel ..."

Further on, Tertullian uses for the first time in
Christian history, the term "Trinity." He writes:
"the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost are the
very selfsame Person. As if in this way also one
were not All, in that All are of One, by unity (that
is) of substance; while the mystery of the
dispensation is still guarded, which distributes the
Unity into a Trinity, placing in their order the three
Persons-the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Ghost: three, however, not in condition
https://www.tertullian.org/anf/anf03/footnote/fn104.htm#P1
0404_2915920

What About The Godhead?

Some object to the doctrine of the Trinity as
such simply because the term trinity is not found
in the Bible. It is true that there is no Biblical
word corresponding to the English word trinity.
In the King James Version the term Godhead
appears three times, in Acts 17:29, Romans 1:20,
and Colossians 2:9. Some associate this word
with the concept of the Trinity, but without
warrant.
It never has the connotation of Trinity. Why?

Acts 17:29 (KJV) 29 Forasmuch then as we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think
that the Godhead is like unto gold, or silver, or stone, graven by art and man's device.

Remember the Pine cone?
Godhead translates theios, an adjective meaning
―divine.‖ It is used without a noun and means
simply the divine one, the deity. The infinite
God does not have the kind of form of which
you can make an image. Therefore, when men
try to make or fashion images, they are getting
further away from what God is really like. When
they worship these man-made images they are
thus worshiping something other than God.

Romans 1:20 (KJV) 20 For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are
clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and
Godhead; so that they are without excuse:

Godhead translates theiotes, which is the noun
form of the above adjective and means divine
being, deity. Men see the attributes of God in
His creation; they see His person only in His
Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.

Colossians 2:9 (KJV) 9 For in him dwelleth
all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.
Godhead is theotes, a noun derived from theos
(―God‖) meaning ―deity, divinity, divine
nature. The Gnostics' view represented the
fullness of deity as distributed among the angels,
Paul was adamant about the fact that all physical
manifestation of deity comes only through
Christ.
The Greek term for "dwelleth" means "to
permanently dwell."

The Deity of Christ in the New
Testament
The NT is filled with evidence that Jesus Christ
is God manifested in the flesh, and that the Holy
Spirit is a Divine Person.
If we want to understand the Trinity, we have to
allow the Bible to present the doctrine to us.
We start with the divine titles of Christ.

LORD
Romans 10:9 (NASB) 9 that if you confess with your mouth
Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him
from the dead, you will be saved;
1 Corinthians 12:3 (NASB) 3 no one can say,
"Jesus is Lord," except by the Holy Spirit.
In the Septuagint, Lord was used to translate YHWH - Yahweh,
the divine name of God. In the NT it is used for Jesus over 500
times, and over 6,000 in reference to Yahweh.
When you confess Jesus is Lord, you are confessing belief in
His deity.

Son of Man
Mark 14:61-62 (NASB) 61 Are You the
Christ, the Son of the Blessed One?" 62 And
Jesus said, "I am; and you shall see THE SON
OF MAN SITTING AT THE RIGHT HAND
OF POWER, and COMING WITH THE
CLOUDS OF HEAVEN." (Daniel 7:13 gives
OT background)
This is the title that Jesus most often applied to
Himself. It is a title of transcendent, divine
glory. It was used over 100 times.

Son of God
Hebrews 4:14 (NASB) 14 Therefore, since we have a great high priest
who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold
fast our confession.
John 5:18 (NASB) 18 the Jews were seeking all the more to kill Him,
because He not only was breaking the Sabbath, but also was calling God
His own Father, making Himself equal with God.
John 10:36 (NASB) 36 I said, 'I am the Son of God'
John 19:7 (NASB) "We have a law, and by that law He ought to die
because He made Himself out to be the Son of God."
These are powerful testimonies of His divinity. Of all the titles which
describe Jesus’ interaction with God, "Son of God" is best fitted to express the
idea of Jesus’ divinity.

Jesus Christ is called God
John 1:1, 14 (NASB) 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God. 14 And the Word became flesh, and dwelt
among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the
Father, full of grace and truth.
The Word (Logos) is identified with Jesus in verse 14, establishing his divinity.
This fully establishes His divinity
John 20:28 (NASB) 28 Thomas answered and said to Him, "My Lord and my
God!"
This would be the most blatant blasphemy if Jesus were not indeed God, and
Jesus himself would be guilty of it for not immediately rejecting such ascriptions.
But Jesus does not rebuke Thomas; instead he commends all those who would
come to share this conviction.
1 John 5:20 (NASB) 20 And we know that the Son of God has come, and has
given us understanding so that we may know Him who is true; and we are in
Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and eternal life.

" Him who is true" can only reference " His Son Jesus Christ."

Paul's Doxology
The Apostle Paul concludes a list of the privileges accorded the
Jews with a doxological blessing:
Romans 9:4-5 (NASB) 5 whose are the fathers, and from
whom is the Christ according to the flesh, who is over all,
God blessed forever. Amen.
Jesus Christ himself is the one who is "God blessed forever"
Many commentaries try to place a period either after “flesh” or
after “over all,” thus making the doxology a separate statement
referring to God the Father rather than to Christ. Dr. Bruce
Metzger has shown this is faulty exegesis.

Jesus Christ has
Equality with God

John 5:22-23 (NASB) 22 "For not even the Father judges anyone, but He has
given all judgment to the Son, 23 so that all will honor the Son even as they
honor the Father. He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father
who sent Him.
"even as" indicates that the Son is to receive equal honor with the Father
Galatians 1:1 (NASB) 1 Paul, an apostle (not sent from men nor through the
agency of man, but through Jesus Christ and God the Father, who raised
Him from the dead),
5
6
Philippians 2:5-6 (NASB) Christ Jesus, who, although He existed in the
form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped,
This is one of the strongest testimonies to the deity of Christ. In Speaking of his
pre-incarnate state, Paul says Christ was in the form of God.
The word form means the very content of a thing, the sum of those
characteristics which make a thing precisely what it is.

Form!
The word form means the very content of a thing, the sum of those
characteristics which make a thing precisely what it is. So here it
means the sum of those characteristics which make God God. That
Christ existed in the form of God means that He possessed ALL the
qualities and attributes of deity.
This fact is reinforced by the expression equality with God.
Equality with God was something Christ did not have to grasp
after because it was inalienably His by nature; it was something He
did not have to jealously cling to because He could never lose it.
In his incarnation he gave up neither the form of God nor equality
with God; He “emptied Himself” temporarily only of the
prerogatives connected with being fully divine (verse 7).

Jesus has FULL equality
Revelation 6:15-17 (NASB) 15 Then the kings of the earth and the great men
and the commanders and the rich and the strong and every slave and free man
hid themselves in the caves and among the rocks of the mountains; 16 and
they *said to the mountains and to the rocks, "Fall on us and hide us from the
presence of Him who sits on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb; 17
for the great day of their wrath has come, and who is able to stand?"
Revelation 14:1 (NASB) 1 Then I looked, and behold, the
Lamb was standing on Mount Zion, and with Him one hundred
and forty-four thousand, having His name and the name of
His Father written on their foreheads.
Revelation 22:1 (NASB) 1 Then he showed me a river of the water of life,
clear as crystal, coming from the throne of God and of the Lamb,
Revelation 22:12-13 (NASB) 12 "Behold, I am coming quickly, and My
reward is with Me, to render to every man according to what he has done. 13
"I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the
end."

Jesus is Yahweh
The Divine Name
Matthew 3:3 says that Isaiah 40:3 is talking of John the Baptist‘s ministry as the
forerunner of the Messiah; speaking specifically of Yahweh.
The same is true of Malachi 3:1, where Yahweh says, Behold, I am going to send My
messenger, and he will clear the way before Me. In Matthew 11:10, however, the Holy
Spirit sees fit to change Me to You, thus showing that the specific reference is to Jesus:
Behold, I send My messenger before Your face, who will prepare Your way before
You.
After surveying passages such as these and many others, Christopher Kaiser concludes that
“Jesus is identified with Yahweh, the God of Israel, in virtually all the strata of the New
Testament, early as well as late."
This does not mean that Jesus alone is Yahweh, but that Yahweh of the Old Testament
includes Jesus, along with the Father and the Spirit.

Christopher B. Kaiser: The Doctrine of God: An Historical Survey.

Jesus Is Distinct from the Father
The Father is distinct from Jesus and from the Holy Spirit; and
the Holy Spirit is distinct from both.
All of the evidence leads to the same inescapable conclusion,
namely, that Jesus truly is divine; He is God, but He is always
pictured as distinct from God the Father and God the Spirit.
This is what made it necessary for the early Christians to
explore more fully the concept of the Trinity. If one doesn’t get
this right they will be off on everything else.
Christians are NOT polytheists or tri-theists, BUT monotheists.

God is the ONLY God
1) Christians believe the Bible teaches that God is the ONLY God.
Deuteronomy 6:4 (NASB) 4 "Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the
LORD is one!
2) Christian believe the Bible teaches The Father is God, Jesus is God, and the
Holy Spirit is God.
3) Christians believe the Bible teaches that each is NOT the other.

Christians are monotheists and Trinitarians.

The one thing Christians are not willing to give
up is their full acceptance of the Bible’s
teaching that God is ONE.
Exodus 20:1-3 (NASB) 1 Then God spoke all these words,
saying, 2 "I am the LORD your God, who brought you out
of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 3 "You
shall have no other gods before Me.
Isaiah 44:6 (NASB) 6 "Thus says the LORD, the King of
Israel and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: 'I am the first
and I am the last, And there is no God besides Me.
Romans 3:28-30 (NIV2011) 28 For we maintain that a
person is justified by faith apart from the works of the law.
29 Or is God the God of Jews only? Is he not the God of
Gentiles too? Yes, of Gentiles too, 30 since there is only
one God...

Denials of God’s Oneness
Polytheism still represents much of the world today. Except for the
monotheistic (belief in one God) religions of Christianity, Judaism and
Islam, most of the world's religions are overwhelmingly polytheistic.
Polytheism characterizes the beliefs of Hinduism, Mahayana Buddhism,
Confucianism, Taoism and Shintoism in the East, and also contemporary
tribal religions in Africa and the Americas. These religions are widely
practiced throughout the world.
One modern example is Mormonism. Mormon theology teaches that the
God of the Bible is simply one among many gods, and that faithful
Mormons will one day become gods equal to those that already exist.

Confusing Heresies
Subordinationalism
Modalism
Bitheism
Tritheism

Subordinationalism:
The belief that all three members of the Trinity
are God, but that one or more are greater than
the others.

Father

Son

Holy Spirit

Father
Son
Holy Spirit

Bitheism
Belief in two gods; dualism,
specifically a good and an evil one.

Tritheism
The belief that all three members of the Trinity
are God, but that they are separate Gods,
sharing in a similar nature.

Modalism:
The belief that all three members of the Trinity
are representative of one God who shows
himself in three ways.

One God
Modelism says the One God
manifests Himself
Sometimes
FATHER

Sometimes
SON

Sometimes
SPIRIT

There is One God

Deut. 6:4
“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is one Lord.”

JESUS is God

John 1:1
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God.”

The Holy Spirit is God

Acts 5:3–4
“But Peter said, ‘Ananias, why has Satan filled
your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep
back some of the price of the land? While it
remained unsold, did it not remain your own?
And after it was sold, was it not under your
control? Why is it that you have conceived this
deed in your heart? You have not lied to men
but to God.’”

They are not each other:

Seeing the Trinity
Matt. 3:16–17
“As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out
of the water. At that moment heaven was
opened, and he saw the Spirit of God
descending like a dove and lighting on him. And
a voice from heaven said, ‘This is my Son, whom
I love; with him I am well pleased.’

Matt. 28:19
“Go therefore and make disciples of all the
nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.”

How would you explain your view of the Trinity
before this lesson? Were you leaning toward:
subordinationalism, modalism, bitheism,
tritheism, or perhaps polygamy…?
Has your view of the Trinity changed or grown?
Please explain…
Why do you think God wants you to have a
correct view of Himself?

Mariolatry

Mariology is the term Catholic's give to “the
systematic study of the person of Mary, mother of Jesus, and
of her place in the ‘Economy of Salvation.’"
Mariolatry (Greek: Μαρία, Mary, and λατρεία,
adorations) is the technical term given to the
worship which Catholics, both Western & Eastern,
render to the Virgin Mary.
Catholics term this worship Hyperdulia, to
distinguish it from the worship paid to God, which
they term Latria, and adoration paid to saints,
Dulia.

Do the Catholic and Orthodox Churches
promote Mariolatry?
They deny they do.
However, the difference between “adoration” and
“highest veneration” is difficult to see when Mary is
elevated with titles such as Co-redemptrix, Cause of Our
Salvation, Most Holy Mother of God, Our Immaculate
Lady, Queen of Heaven, and given the powers of
omnipresence and omniscience.
This cannot help but foster Mariolatry.

St Alphonsus Mary Liguori (16961787) is a well-known, respected
figure and influential Catholic Bishop
of the past.
St Alphonsus' teachings have been
available for over 250 years and have
been approved by all Popes since
being written.

The Glories of Mary,is regarded as
Saint Alphonsus Liguori’s finest
masterpiece, and has for over two
and a half centuries stood as one of
the Catholic Church’s greatest
expressions of devotion to the
"Blessed Virgin."
Liguori says: "We say that Mary is the
Mediatrix of Grace."
Mediatrix:a woman who is a mediator.

Mary has been assumed in the Trinity,
so as to make it a Quaternity; "Mary is
the complement of the Trinity"
(Eirenicon, 2:167).
The intercession of Mary is needed for
the salvation of the followers of Jesus
Christ.
Quaternity: the union of four persons
in one godhead

Thomas a Kempis, 1380-1471
Thomas a Kempis prays to her as the “'most merciful,'
the 'most glorious' mother of God, the queen of heaven,
the efficient mediatrix of the whole world, the joy and
delight of all the saints, yea, the golden couch for all the
saints. She is the chamber of God, the gate of heaven,
the paradise of delights, the well of graces, the glory of
the angels, the joy of men, the model of manners, the
brightness of virtues, the lamp of life, the hope of the
needy, the salvation of the weak, the mother of the
orphaned. To her all should flee as sons to a mother's
bosom.”

INNOCENT VIII. 1484-1492 declared her
sinlessness from the instant of conception
The Roman Church contends that Mary never
committed an actual sin.
It is true that Mary did not contract the guilt of
Adam’s original sin, because nobody has. It has
nothing to do with Mary’s conception. Guilt simply
is not inherited. The child does not bear the iniquity
of the parent (Ezekiel 18:20). Human beings go
astray; they are not born that way (cf. Isaiah
53:6). One is spiritually dead because of his
personal sin (Ephesians 2:1 ), not due to the sin of
others.

INNOCENT VIII. 1484-1492 declared her
sinlessness from the instant of conception
Further, it is not true that Mary never
committed an actual sin. In her magnificent
psalm uttered while carrying the Christ
child, she exclaimed, “My soul doth magnify
the Lord, and my spirit has rejoiced in God
my Savior” (Luke 1:47). Observe that she
referred to the Lord as “my Savior”—not
merely “a Savior,” or “the Savior.” No
sinless person needs a Savior. Clearly this
statement implies that Mary was a sinner
just like the rest of us (Romans 3:23).

Irenaeus (@ 125-202) “Being obedient she herself
became the cause of salvation for herself.”
We agree that Mary was one of the noblest ladies ever
to grace this planet; nevertheless, she was not without
sin.
1 John 1:7-10 (NASB)
7 but if we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the Light,
we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of
Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.
8 If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving
ourselves and the truth is not in us.
9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.
10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar
and His word is not in us.

Albertus Magnus and Bonaventura write that Mary was
more easily entreated than her Son, and if the Son
rejects you go to His mother.
According to the penitential book, The Soul's Joy, the
worshipper offering its prayers to Mary received 11,000
years indulgence and some prayers freed 15 souls from
purgatory and as many earthly sinners from their sins.

As a form of idolatry, Mariolatry is sinful.
The Bible lists idolatry with other sins such as sorcery,
jealousy, divination, sexual immorality, and enmity—
these are works of the flesh (Galatians 5:20).
An idol is anything that replaces the one, true God or
that is given equal honor.
Idolatry was expressly forbidden in the Ten
Commandments (Exodus 20:3–4). The Israelites were
warned that “the Lord your God is a consuming fire, a
jealous God” (Deuteronomy 4:24).

Mariolatry holds Jesus’ mother up as an object of trust,
veneration, and deification.

There are biblical warnings against
worshiping anyone other than God.
Mary was a natural woman. She has no power to
connect us to God, heal us, or hear our prayers.

1 Timothy 2:4-6 (NASB)
4 who desires all men to be saved
and to come to the knowledge of the
truth.
5 For there is one God, and one
mediator also between God and
men, the man Christ Jesus,
6 who gave Himself as a ransom for
all, the testimony given at the proper
time.

Luke 11:27-28 (NASB)
27 While Jesus was saying these
things, one of the women in the crowd
raised her voice and said to Him,
"Blessed is the womb that bore You
and the breasts at which You nursed."
28 But He said, "On the contrary,
blessed are those who hear the word
of God and observe it."

The Day of Pentecost
Acts 1:13-14 (NASB)
13 When they had entered the city, they went up to the
upper room where they were staying; that is, Peter and
John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas,
Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus,
and Simon the Zealot, and Judas the son of James. 14
These all with one mind were continually devoting
themselves to prayer, along with the women, and Mary
the mother of Jesus, and with His brothers.
This is the testimony of the Bible.

BUT

This is the Roman Catholic view

John 19:26-27 (NASB)
26 When Jesus then saw His mother,
and the disciple whom He loved
standing nearby, He said to His
mother, "Woman, behold, your son!"
27 Then He said to the disciple,
"Behold, your mother!" From that hour
the disciple took her into his own
household.

Matthew 11:11 (NASB)
11 "Truly I say to you, among those
born of women there has not arisen
anyone greater than John the
Baptist! Yet the one who is least in
the kingdom of heaven is greater
than he.

Romans 3:23-24 (NASB)
23 for all have sinned and fall short of
the glory of God, 24 being justified
as a gift by His grace through the
redemption which is in Christ Jesus;

Mark 3:31-35 (NASB)
31 Then His mother and His brothers arrived, and
standing outside they sent word to Him and called Him.
32 A crowd was sitting around Him, and they said to
Him, "Behold, Your mother and Your brothers are
outside looking for You."
33 Answering them, He *said, "Who are My mother and
My brothers?" 34 Looking about at those who were
sitting around Him, He *said, "Behold My mother and My
brothers! 35 "For whoever does the will of God, he is
My brother and sister and mother."

1 John 2:1-2 (NASB)
1 My little children, I am writing these
things to you so that you may not
sin. And if anyone sins, we have an
Advocate with the Father, Jesus
Christ the righteous;
2 and He Himself is the propitiation
for our sins; and not for ours only,
but also for those of the whole world.

1 Timothy 2:4-5 (NASB)
4 “God our Savior” desires all men to
be saved and to come to the
knowledge of the truth. 5 For there
is one God, and one mediator also
between God and men, the man
Christ Jesus,

John 4:23-26 (NASB)
23 "But an hour is coming, and now is, when the
true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and
truth; for such people the Father seeks to be His
worshipers. 24 "God is spirit, and those who
worship Him must worship in spirit and truth."
25 The woman said to Him, "I know that Messiah
is coming (He who is called Christ); when that One
comes, He will declare all things to us."
26 Jesus said to her, "I who speak to you am He."

Matthew 11:28 (NASB)
28 "Come to Me, all who are weary
and heavy-laden, and I will give you
rest.

1 John 3:7-8 (NASB)
7 Little children, make sure no one
deceives you; the one who practices
righteousness is righteous, just as
He is righteous; 8 the one who
practices sin is of the devil; for the
devil has sinned from the beginning.
The Son of God appeared for this
purpose, to destroy the works of the
devil.

Philippians 2:9-11 (NASB)
9 For this reason also, God highly
exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the
name which is above every name,
10 so that at the name of Jesus
EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those who
are in heaven and on earth and under
the earth,
11 and that every tongue will confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory
of God the Father.

Acts 10:42-43 (NASB)
42 "And He ordered us to preach to
the people, and solemnly to testify
that this is the One who has been
appointed by God as Judge of the
living and the dead.
43 "Of Him all the prophets bear
witness that through His name
everyone who believes in Him
receives forgiveness of sins."

2 Timothy 4:1-4 (NASB)
1 I solemnly charge you in the presence of God
and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and
the dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom: 2
preach the word; be ready in season and out of
season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great
patience and instruction.
3 For the time will come when they will not endure
sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears
tickled, they will accumulate for themselves
teachers in accordance to their own desires, 4 and
will turn away their ears from the truth and will turn
aside to myths.

1 Peter 4:5 (NASB)
5 but they will give account to Him
who is ready to judge the living and
the dead.

The Trinity

doesn't include Mary

