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Mankind

What is Mankind
Psalm 8:4 (GW)
4 what is a mortal that you remember him or the Son
of Man that you take care of him?
Genesis 1:27-28 (NASB)
27 God created man in His own image, in the image of
God He created him; male and female He created
them. 28 God blessed them; and God said to them, "Be
fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it;
and rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of
the sky and over every living thing that moves on the
earth."

The Greatness of Mankind
“imago Dei”
Latin: “image of God” refers to the fact that
humanity carries a unique resemblance to God

There are no ordinary people
There are no ordinary people. You have never talked to a mere
mortal. Nations, cultures, arts, civilization—these are mortal, and
their life is to ours as the life of a gnat. But it is immortals whom
we joke with, work with, marry, snub, and exploit—immortal
horrors or everlasting splendours...If individuals live only
seventy years, then a state, or a nation, or a civilization, which
may last for a thousand years, is more important than an
individual. But if Christianity is true, then the individual is not
only more important but incomparably more important, for he is
everlasting and the life of a state or a civilization, compared with
his, is only a moment.
– C.S. Lewis: Sermon: The Weight of Glory

And yet...
Genesis 2:15-17 (NASB) 15 Then the LORD God took the man and put him into the
garden of Eden to cultivate it and keep it. 16 The LORD God commanded the man,
saying, "From any tree of the garden you may eat freely; 17 but from the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat from it you
will surely die." Genesis 3:1-7 (NASB) 1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any
beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said to the woman, Indeed,
has God said, 'You shall not eat from any tree of the garden'?" 2 The woman said to
the serpent, "From the fruit of the trees of the garden we may eat; 3 but from the fruit
of the tree which is in the middle of the garden, God has said, 'You shall not eat from it
or touch it, or you will die.'" 4 The serpent said to the woman, "You surely will not
die! 5 "For God knows that in the day you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and
you will be like God, knowing good and evil." 6 When the woman saw that the tree
was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was desirable
to make one wise, she took from its fruit and ate; and she gave also to her husband with
her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they
were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loin coverings.

What Is Sin?
Sin is any form of human self expression that
disaffirms your infinite worth or the infinite worth
of your neighbor.
1 John 3:4 (NASB)
4 Everyone who practices sin also practices lawlessness; and sin is
lawlessness.

Is mankind a sinner because he or she sins or does he or she
sin because he or she is a sinner?

Where Does Sin Come From?
The majority of Christians today affirm that they sin
because the possibility was inherited from Adam. One
proof text is
Psalm 51:5 (GW)
5 Indeed, I was born guilty. I was a sinner when my
mother conceived me.
Following the theology of Augustine, they declare
“Adam's fall brought condemnation and guilt on all
men, and therefore man sins because he is a sinner.”
“We sin BECAUSE we are a sinner!”
This is referred to as “Original sin.”

Original Sin
Refers to the effects that the first sin had on
all subsequent human beings. The
propensity to sin is built into your DNA.
Propensity: An innate inclination; a natural
tendency. A disposition to evil.
QUESTION: Is this theory of Augustine and
Calvin valid?

What do the Ancient Rabbi's teach?
Following the return to Jerusalem from Babylonian captivity, in
the Second Temple Period, the first early Jewish texts were
written, and those indicate that sin is NOT inherent to an
individual and is NOT transmitted upon conception. The
concept of the hereditary transmission of sin from Adam was
rejected by both 4 Ezra and 2 Baruch in favor of individual
responsibility for sin. Despite describing death as having come to
all men through Adam, these texts also hold to the position that it
is still the individual that is ultimately responsible for
committing their own sin and that it is the individuals sin, rather
than the sin of Adam and Eve, that God condemns in a person.

2 Baruch 54:15
For though Adam first sinned And brought
untimely death upon all, Yet of those who
were born from him Each one of them has
prepared for his own soul torment to come,
And again each one of them has chosen for
himself glories to come.
Assumed to have been written shortly after the destruction of the
Temple in 70 AD.

Prior to Augustine, what did the
Church teach?
The best evidence is until somewhere around the
beginning of the third century the early
Christians held to the same conclusions as did
the post Babylon Rabbi's. It is still the individual
that is ultimately responsible for committing
their own sin and that it is the individuals sin,
rather than the sin of Adam and Eve, that God
condemns in a person. It is
PERSONAL SIN

What Changed?
Infant Baptism
Matthew 19:13-15 (NASB) 13 Then some children were brought to Him
so that He might lay His hands on them and pray; and the disciples
rebuked them. 14 But Jesus said, "Let the children alone, and do not
hinder them from coming to Me; for the kingdom of heaven belongs to
such as these." 15 After laying His hands on them, He departed from
there.
Matthew 18:3-5 (NASB) 3 and said, "Truly I say to you, unless you are
converted and become like children, you will not enter the kingdom of
heaven. 4 "Whoever then humbles himself as this child, he is the
greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 5 "And whoever receives one such
child in My name receives Me;

Irenaeus about 180 AD
“For He came to save all by means of Himself – all, I
say, who by Him are born again to God – infants,
children, adolescents, young men, and old men.”
(Against Heresies, II.xxii.4)
BUT
Acts 2:38-39 (NASB)
38 Peter said to them, "Repent, and each of you be
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of
the Holy Spirit. 39 "For the promise is for you and your
children and for all who are far off, as many as the
Lord our God will call to Himself."

Baptism is for the remission of sins
The practice of the church was immersion for the
forgiveness of sin, past, present, and future. In
180 AD, Irenaeus for preaching that infants could
be baptized.
He was highly criticized, and so defended his
teaching by saying that sin was inherited from
Adam, that indeed infants were “tainted” by
Adam's original sin.
This practice is not heard from again until once
again condemned by Tertullian about 220 AD.

Are Babies Born in Original Sin
Romans 3:22-23 (NASB)
22 even the righteousness of God through faith in
Jesus Christ for all those who believe; for there is no
distinction; 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God
Those who use this text to prove “original sin” is
inherited in babies misuse it. Notice that Paul is
speaking only of those who are capable of believing.

Another text used to prove “original sin” is
Romans 5:12-18 (NASB) 12 Therefore, just as through
one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin,
and so death spread to all men, because all sinned— 13
for until the Law sin was in the world, but sin is not imputed
when there is no law. 14 Nevertheless death reigned from
Adam until Moses, even over those who had not sinned in
the likeness of the offense of Adam, who is a type of Him
who was to come. 15 But the free gift is not like the
transgression. For if by the transgression of the one the
many died, much more did the grace of God and the gift
by the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, abound to
the many. ...

16 The gift is not like that which came through the one
who sinned; for on the one hand the judgment arose
from one transgression resulting in condemnation, but
on the other hand the free gift arose from many
transgressions resulting in justification. 17 For if by
the transgression of the one, death reigned through
the one, much more those who receive the
abundance of grace and of the gift of
righteousness will reign in life through the One,
Jesus Christ. 18 So then as through one
transgression there resulted condemnation to all men,
even so through one act of righteousness there
resulted justification of life to all men

Wrapped in a cocoon of Grace
Whatever consequences the entire human race is
subjected to by the ONE sin of Adam is canceled,
negated, nullified and counteracted by the ONE
redemptive act of Christ.

Are ALL Human Beings condemned by
“Original Sin?”
IF ALL human beings are “infected” by “original sin” THEN
Jesus Himself is “infected” with “original sin.”

HOWEVER
IF Jesus were “infected” with sin, He could not be the pure
sacrifice for our sin.
BUT
Hebrews 2:16-18 (NASB) 16 For assuredly He does not give
help to angels, but He gives help to the descendant of Abraham.
17 Therefore, He had to be made like His brethren in all things,
so that He might become a merciful and faithful high priest in
things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the
people. 18 For since He Himself was tempted in that which He
has suffered, He is able to come to the aid of those who are
tempted.

Jesus is THE completely sinless Human being
Hebrews 4:14-15 (NASB) 14 Therefore, since we
have a great high priest who has passed through
the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold
fast our confession. 15 For we do not have a high
priest who cannot sympathize with our
weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all
things as we are, yet without sin.

We Sin by Choice
Sin is any form of human self expression that disaffirms your
infinite worth or the infinite worth of your neighbor.
1 John 3:4 (NASB) 4 Everyone who practices sin also practices
lawlessness; and sin is lawlessness.
James 1:12-16 (NASB) 12 Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for
once he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life which the
Lord has promised to those who love Him. 13 Let no one say when he is
tempted, "I am being tempted by God"; for God cannot be tempted by
evil, and He Himself does not tempt anyone. 14 But each one is tempted
when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust. 15 Then when lust has
conceived, it gives birth to sin; and when sin is accomplished, it brings
forth death. 16 Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren.

The Remedy for Our Sin
Acts 2:38 (NASB) 38 Peter said to them, "Repent, and each of you be
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and
you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
1 John 1:5-10 (NASB) 5 This is the message we have heard from Him and
announce to you, that God is Light, and in Him there is no darkness at all.
6 If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the darkness,
we lie and do not practice the truth; 7 but if we walk in the Light as He
Himself is in the Light, we have fellowship with one another, and the
blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we say that we have
no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9 If we
confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness 10 If we say that we have not sinned,
we make Him a liar and His word is not in us.

Can Man Become a god?
Genesis 1:26-27 (NASB) 26 Then God said, "Let Us
make man in Our image, according to Our
likeness; and let them rule over the fish of the sea
and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle
and over all the earth, and over every creeping
thing that creeps on the earth." 27 God created
man in His own image, in the image of God He
created him; male and female He created them.
“imago Dei”
Refers to the fact that humanity carries a unique
resemblance to God.

Some teach that

Mankind was created divine
Some take this concept and develop a theory that mankind has a
"divine spark," and somehow are inherently eternal, immortal,
and even divine.

The fact is that
only God is eternal, immortal and uncreated.
John 1:3 (NASB) 3 All things came into being through
Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that
has come into being.

Romans 1:25 (NASB) 25 For they exchanged the truth
of God for a lie, and worshiped and served the creature
rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen.
1 Timothy 1:16-17 (NASB) 16 Yet for this reason I found
mercy, so that in me as the foremost, Jesus Christ
might demonstrate His perfect patience as an example
for those who would believe in Him for eternal life. 17
Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only
God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.

Some teach that Mankind was not created
divine but will become divine
"Members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
believe that human beings can grow and progress spiritually
until, through the mercy and grace of Christ, they can inherit and
possess all that the Father has—they can become gods."
Lorenzo Snow, fifth president of the LDS Church, states:
"As man now is, God once was; As God now is, man may be."
This doctrine is generally referred to as deification.

Because of their belief that God is just an exalted man,
Mormon leaders teach that He had a mother as well as a wife.
Brigham Young stated: "Brother Kimball quoted a saying of
Joseph the Prophet, that he would not worship a God who had
not a Father; and I do not know that he would if he had not a
mother; the one would be as absurd as the other"
(Journal of Discourses, vol. 9, p.286)
“The Father has a body of flesh and bones as tangible as
man's; the Son also; but the Holy Ghost has not a body of flesh
and bones but is a personage of spirit...”
Joseph Smith Doctrine and Covenants, p.462

The God of The Bible is Different
ONLY God is Eternal AND Immortal
1 Timothy 1:17 (NASB)
17 Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible,
the only God, be honor and glory forever and
ever. Amen
“eternal” means forever
"Immortal" means "not subject to death."
"Invisible" means "unable to be seen."

1 Timothy 6:14-16 (NASB) 14 our Lord Jesus Christ
15 ... is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of
kings and Lord of lords, 16 who alone possesses
immortality and dwells in unapproachable light,
whom no man has seen or can see. To Him be honor
and eternal dominion! Amen.

God had no beginning and will have no
ending; He is the "immortal... God"
Only God is infinite!

Mankind is Uniquely Created
Mankind is a unity of body and spirit, thus unique.
Unlike angels, we are bodies.
Unlike animals we are spirits.
We were uniquely created by God for intimate
relationship with Him. We are uniquely equipped to
occupy a distinctive place in the universe, and to fulfill
our responsibilities and tasks in relation to God and
the world.

Mankind is Eternal But NOT Immortal
1 Timothy 1:17 (NASB)
17 Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the
only God, be honor and
glory forever and ever. Amen
"Immortal" means "not subject to death."
"Invisible" means "unable to be
seen."
To divinize humanity is to place humanity on the
same level as God. This is
the basic temptation of Adam and Eve.
We are finite now and will be finite forever.

Mankind is Eternal and Immortal
Genesis 2:7 (NASB) 7 Then the LORD God formed man of
dust from the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the
breath of life; and man became a living being.
1 Timothy 1:17 (NASB)
17 Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only
God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen
"Immortal" means "not subject to death." "Invisible" means
"unable to be seen."
To divinize humanity is to place humanity on the same level as
God. This is the basic temptation of Adam and Eve.
We are finite now and will be finite forever.
The choice which lies before us is where will we spend that
forever? There are only two possibilities.

The Nature of the Bible
• Inspired by God
• Every scripture is inspired by God (2 Tim
3:16).
• No prophecy of scripture ever comes
about by the prophet's own imagination,
for no prophecy was ever borne of human
impulse; rather, men carried along by the
Holy Spirit spoke from God (2 Pet 1:2021).

Martin Luther
"The true rule is this: God's Word shall
establish articles of faith, and no one
else, not even an angel can do so!”
(Martin Luther, Smalcald Articles II, 15)

Thomas Campbell
Declaration and Address
3. … nothing ought to be inculcated
upon Christians as articles of faith; nor required
of them as terms of communion; but what is
expressly taught, and enjoined upon them, in
the word of God. Nor ought any thing be
admitted, as of divine obligation, in their church
constitution and managements, but what is
expressly enjoined by the authority of our Lord
Jesus Christ and his Apostles upon the New
Testament church; either in express terms, or by
approven precedent.

Thomas Campbell
Declaration and Address
5. That with respect to the commands and ordinances of
our Lord Jesus Christ, where the scriptures are silent,
as to the express time or manner of performance, if any
such there be; no human authority has power to
interfere, in order to supply the supposed deficiency, by
making laws for the church; nor can any thing more be
required of Christians in such cases, but only that they
so observe these commands and ordinances, as will
evidently answer the declared and obvious end of their
institution. Much less has any human authority power to
impose new commands or ordinances upon the church,
which our Lord Jesus Christ has not enjoined. Nothing
ought to be received into the faith or worship of the
church; or be made a term of communion amongst
Christians, that is not as old as the New Testament.

Why the Canon is Closed
Review
Scriptural Reasons: Jude 3-4 refer to “the faith (I.e.,
the body of apostolic doctrine) once for all delivered to
the saints.” Only the Johannine writings came after this
and John was an apostle.
Theological Reason: God’s revelation of himself to
the present age is complete in Jesus Christ (Heb 1:2)
and the apostolic witness.
Historical Reasons: There is no longer the
apostolic office to originate or validate
the writings (cf. 1 Cor 9:1-2; 2 Cor 12:11; Eph
2:20).

